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Have you seen the spotted lanternfly? 
Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula; SLF) is a an invasive planthopper native to China that was 

first detected in the United States in Pennsylvania in 2014. SLF feeds on over 70+ plant species 

including fruit, ornamental, and woody trees with tree-of-heaven as its preferred host. There are 

numerous look-alike insects in North Carolina and SLF is often misidentified as these other common 

insects. 

To report a suspected spotted lanternfly please take a 

photo and email it to badbug@ncagr.gov and include a 

size reference, like a coin, if possible. 
 

Please visit www.ncagr.gov/SLF for more information.
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*All images represent 

the actual size of the 

insects. 

Below are insects commonly mistaken for spotted lanternfly in North Carolina: 
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