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Infestation of Cogongrass in NC
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Cogong rass is on the federal noxiou s w eed list and considered one of the top 10 w eeds in the 
w orld. The g rass has the ability to sp read throu g h seeds and rhizomes. The invasive w eed 
competes w ith native plants, g rasses and trees, choking  them ou t w ith its dense root system. The 
g rass isn’t su itable for w ildlife and its density makes it difficu lt for small animals to bu ild 
habitats. It is a seriou s concern for land manag ers w ork w ith forestry, roadsides, and u tility rig ht-
of-w ays.  
This w eed has been fou nd 10 times in NC since 2012: Pender #1 (2012), Stanly (2013), Martin 
(2014), Scotland (2015, In-Prog ress), Wake #1 (2016), Wake #2 (2016), Pender #2 (2017, Re-
infest), Pender #3 and #4 (2017), Sampson (2017)  Updated September 2017 


