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Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

(See Settlements, pg. 3)

No Horse Events 
are listed this 
month because 
of closures due  
to COVID-19
Stay safe.

Buy Local

Support 
N.C. 

Farmers

State sees first EEE cases of the year

NCDA&CS announces pesticide settlements 

Five horses have recently 
tested positive for Eastern Equine 
Encephalomyelitis in North Carolina. 
The horses were located in Bladen, 
Brunswick, Columbus and Durham 
counties. These are the first cases 
of EEE reported this year. 

“In 2019, there were only two 
reported cases of EEE in horses in 
North Carolina,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. “The 
fact that we have doubled the 2019 
number already, points to a need 
to be extra vigilant and vaccinate 
your equine. Mosquito season in 
North Carolina has several more 
months to go.”

EEE causes inflammation or 

swelling of the brain and spinal 
cord and is usually fatal. Symptoms 
include impaired vision, aimless 
wandering, head pressing, circling, 
inability to swallow, irregular 
staggering gait, paralysis, convulsions 
and death. Once a horse has been 
bitten by an infected mosquito, it 
may take three to 10 days for signs 
of the disease to appear.

“If your horses exhibit any 
symptoms of EEE, contact your 
veterinarian immediately,” said 
State Veterinarian Doug Meckes. 
“It is imperative that horse owners 
keep their vaccines current, talk to 
their veterinarian about vaccinating 
equine as soon as possible against 

EEE and West Nile virus.” 
The vaccinations initially require 

two shots, 30 days apart, for horses, 
mules and donkeys that have no 
prior vaccination history. Meckes 
recommends a booster shot every 
six months in North Carolina 
because of the state’s prolonged 
mosquito season.

Mosquitoes can breed in any 
puddle of water that lasts for more 
than four days, so removing any 
source of standing water can reduce 
the chance of exposing animals to 
WNV or EEE. Keeping horses in 
stalls at night, using insect screens 
and fans and turning off lights after 
dusk can also help reduce exposure 

to mosquitoes. Insect repellants 
can be effective if used according 
to manufacturers’ instructions.

People, horses and birds can 
become infected from a bite by a 
mosquito carrying the diseases, 
but there is no evidence that 
horses can transmit the viruses 
to other horses, birds or people 
through direct contact. 

While there is no vaccine 
to protect people from EEE, 
people can protect themselves 
with repellents and by judicious 
suppression of mosquito 
populations, especially in areas 
near freshwater hardwood 
swamps.  

The N.C. Pesticide Board recently 
approved the following settlement agreements. 
Settlements involved cases of drift damage, 
improper pesticide application, operating 
without a commercial license and the 
improper purchasing, selling, application 
and transportation of pesticides.  Settlements 
are listed by county below: 

(Beaufort) James N. Boyd, a certified 
private pesticide applicator, agreed to pay $500 
for herbicide drift to an adjacent residential 
yard in Pinetown.  North Carolina law states 
that no person shall apply pesticides under 
such conditions that drift from pesticide 
particles or vapors results in adverse effects.

(Beaufort) TruGreen of Greenville, agreed 
to pay $1,200 for improperly spraying an 
herbicide instead of mosquito insecticide 
during an application to a residential 

property in Blounts Creek, resulting in plant 
damage. The company also improperly 
stored pesticides in reused containers. North 
Carolina law states it is unlawful for any 
person to use any pesticide in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling.

(Duplin) Robert C. Kornegay, the holder 
of a N.C. commercial pesticide applicator 
license, agreed to pay $2,100 for applying 
pesticides without renewing his license 
on time and for drift damage to plants in a 
residential yard in Magnolia.  North Carolina 
law states that no person shall apply pesticides 
without a license or under such conditions 
that drift from pesticide particles or vapors 
results in adverse effects.

(Durham) Brendan C. Cordell, the 
holder of a N.C. commercial pesticide 
applicator license and owner of Mosquito 

Tek in Durham, agreed to pay $3,000 for 
three cases of mosquito applications that 
involved a neighboring property. During 
two of the applications, the pesticide used 
was applied within the drainage ditch on 
site. Additionally, in two of those cases, the 
applicator was also not wearing the label-
required personal protective equipment. 
Each incident noted was inconsistent with 
the pesticide’s labeling.

(Halifax) David B. Hendershott, the holder 
of a N.C. commercial pesticide applicator 
license for Black Creek Forestry in Benson, 
agreed to pay $1,000 for drift damage to 
blueberry plants in a field southwest of 
Roanoke Rapids. North Carolina law states 
that no person shall apply pesticides under 
such conditions that drift from pesticide 

We all know 2020 has been a 
challenging year, and it is far from 
over. At press time, there are two 
tropical systems churning in the 
Atlantic, expected to reach tropical 
storm, and maybe even hurricane, 
strength. I hope they both head 
on out to sea, away from threats 
to land.

With both the storms and the 

year in mind, there are two stories 
in this month’s paper that I would 
like to direct your attention to – the 
story on preparing for your pets in 
the event of an emergency on page 
3 and the one on our first cases of 
EEE posted above.

For a lot of people, pets are 
like family. I know for me and 
my wife, Sharon, that is very true 
when it comes to our two dogs. 
I sincerely hope we do not any 
more hurricanes to deal with this 
year, but the season is not over 
and experts predicted it would be 
a very active one.

It’s always good to have a 
plan in place for your pets in the 
event you must leave your home 
suddenly. The article offers some 
good suggestions. 

A well-made point in the article 
talks about pets picking up on their 
owners’ stress and anxiety and that 
anything we can do to relieve our 

stress, will be good for our pets, 
too. Be sure to check it out.

Reducing the risks of mosquito-
borne illnesses is something we can 
do something about, too.  

We anticipated that this could 
be a very active mosquito season 
because of a relatively mild winter 
and a rainy spring, and that seems 
to be proving true. We have already 
doubled our cases of EEE from 
2019, and we are not even close 
to the end of the season. If you 
are an equine owner, I urge you to 
consider vaccinating your horses 
and be proactive around your farm 
and stables to remove standing 
water that can be breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes. 

Mosquitoes are not the only 
pest we need to be concerned 
about. Ticks are increasingly 
creating problems for humans, and 
one tick in particular - the Asian 
longhorned tick - is a significant 

threat to livestock. 
The Asian longhorned tick 

was first found in North Carolina 
in 2018. Last year it was spotted 
in four counties in the state and 
a recent report indicated it has 
now been found in 10 counties, 
primarily in the Western part of 
the state.

The tick can reproduce without 
a mate, with the female laying 
between 2,000 and 4,000 eggs 
a year, meaning its numbers 
increase very quickly.

Some people refer to this tick 
as a vampire tick because it can 
kill an animal by draining its 
blood. Five cows were killed 
last year in North Carolina by 
this tick. The animals were found 
with thousands of ticks on them.

I would encourage you to 
monitor your livestock closely 
and be on the lookout for this 
dangerous threat. 
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Progress made on Agricultural Sciences Center

Bucolic briefs

September AgroTips
    Test your bulk soilless potting media before planting greenhouse crops.

    Before planting greenhouse crops, propagating woody plants or beginning seasonal flower production, 
commercial producers should sample and test the bulk soilless media they plan to grow their plants in. The 
procedure, known as saturated media extract (SME), measures nutrient concentration, electrical conductivity 
and pH. The cost is $5 per sample for North Carolina residents and $25 for out-of-state residents, and test results 
are available online two working days after samples are checked in to the laboratory. Sampling instructions and 
sample information forms can be found online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/uyrmedia.

    
Prepare gardens for fall/winter.

    First, if you haven’t had your soil tested in the last three years, do it now! Instructions for collecting 
samples are online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/uyrst.htm#sampling. Act now because after October the lab 
will begin receiving end-of-season samples from farmers, and the wait for reports will be longer.

    If your report indicates that lime should be applied to raise soil pH, don’t delay. Winter soil is usually moist 
and helps lime neutralize soil acidity before spring planting. However, don’t add lime unless the soil report 
recommends it! Excess lime can make some nutrients unavailable to plants.

    Second, consider protecting garden soils by planting a cover crop or putting out mulch. Legumes—such 
as crimson clover, hairy vetch, Austrian winter pea—add nitrogen to the soil as well as organic matter when 
they decompose in the spring. In addition, crimson clover is a beautiful sight when it blooms! Another option 
is to plant greens such as mustard or kale and enjoy eating the small leaves as they grow.

    If you don’t plant a cover crop, you should apply a 2-inch layer of mulch, such as composted leaf material, 
shredded or chipped pine bark, or pine needles. Straw can also be used if it is good quality without weed seeds. 
The mulch should be thick enough to reduce weed seed germination and retain soil moisture without impeding 
adequate water and air movement.

    Once you have made these preparations, do not apply fertilizer until spring unless you are planting a fall 
vegetable garden. In that case, you can still follow these suggestions (even sowing a cover crop around the 
vegetable beds!), but you will also need to apply fertilizer as recommended on your soil report.

The N.C. Simmental Association’s Fall Harvest Sale will be Sept. 5 at 
noon at the Shuffler Sale Facility in Union Grove.  Bulls, bred cows and 
pairs, open and bred heifers and embryos will be for sale. Sale will also be 
online at DPonlinesales.com.  For information call 336-468-1679 or email 
at ncsa@yadtel.net.

***
The Equestrian Exchange Tack Consignment Sale is scheduled for Sept 

3-7 at the Holshouser Building at the N.C. State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue 
Ridge Road Raleigh. Buy and consign anything related to the equestrian 
sport: Saddles, tack, driving equipment, show clothing for all disciplines 
of riding, horse trailers for representation fee, barn supplies, carts, other 
animal items and more. Bar code tagging on website allows consignor to 
view sales from home. Consignors drop off priced, tagged items Sept. 1 from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sept. 2 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sale dates and times 
are: Sept. 3 - special premier shopping night open to public from 5 to 10 
p.m. Costs is $10 cash only, age 12 and under are free. Open shopping with 
free admission, Sept. 4 to Sept. 6 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sept. 7 from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Last day some items are discounted half off. Consignors 
pick up unsold items Sept. 9 from 1:30 to 9:30 p.m. or they are donated. 
Refer to our donation page to see how we help our equestrian programs 
in our community. Consignors earn 70 percent, donate unsold items to 
NC non- profit equestrian organizations if desired. Volunteers shop before 
consignors, consignors shop before public. Cash, credit cards with fee/per 
card transaction accepted. Government regulations for COVID followed 
for everyone’s safety. DROP and GO consigning with no wait available, 
see website. For more information go to www.EquestrianExchange.com, or 
contact Lynn Beeson 336-362-6248, Tanya Wright 540-977-1950. 

***
Many skills are required to start a successful farm: passion, clear goals, 

production experience, financial and marketing know-how, and more. The 
Farm Beginnings® class is a 12-month training session that uses holistic 
management to help beginning farmers clarify their goals and strengths, 
establish a strong enterprise plan and start building their operation.  Online 
classes, which includes a mixture of live virtual sessions, recorded videos,  
other resources.  Farm Beginnings® is designed for new and prospective 
farmers who want to plan a profitable farm business. Students do not 
need to currently own land, but some farming or production experience is 
helpful to get the most out of the class. Scholarships available. It is hosted 
by the Organic Growers School. For more information, go to https://www.
facebook.com/events/660235458039397/

***
As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, 

the N.C. Department of Labor offers safety videos on a variety of topics 
through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing green 
tobacco sickness, hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat 
stress, migrant housing requirements, forklift safety, and information 
about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos are in English 
and Spanish to increase understanding of safety hazards and preventing 
accidents. To learn more about the NCDOL and the Agricultural Safety 
and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR 
(800-625-2267). NCDOL is also on Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination 

services can post their information on the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.
com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. 
Anyone interested in listing their information can do so by filling out an 
online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page or by contacting 
NCDA&CS at 919-233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call 
NCSU at 919-515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division regulates 
the movement of agricultural or related items capable of spreading harmful 
insects, diseases, and other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program 
will be required to comply with all honey and bee industry regulations.

***

Above, work is continuing on the exterior and interior of the Agricultural Sciences Center. The project 
remains on task with a completion date by year’s end.  

By Emily Sutton
Since the late 1700s, the Key 

family has reaped the benefits of 
the same land in Surry county, 
whether that be through farming 
or other business ventures. 
Following the Revolutionary 
War, Martin Rice Key moved 
from Virginia to North Carolina, 
settling on what would be the 
family’s land for centuries.

At one point, the family’s 
property neared 3,000 acres, 
however, today the family 
operates on about 200 acres. The 
land has been used for different 
purposes over the years, but one 
thing has remained constant, 
the family homeplace.

Today the family farm is home to a recreational park, made up of a campground, swimming pool, 
and other amenities. The property has always been known as the homeplace to the Key family, though, 
acting as the namesake for the recreational park.

Surry County Century Farm offers 
recreational  activities, summer fun

(See Century Farm, pg. 5)
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particles or vapors results in adverse effects.
(Iredell) Nutrien Ag, a certified commercial pesticide 

applicator in Statesville, agreed to pay $800 because an 
employee sprayed herbicides resulting in drift damage 
to plants in a residential garden in Olin. North Carolina 
law states that no person shall apply pesticides without a 
license or under such conditions that drift from pesticide 
particles or vapors results in adverse effects.

(Iredell) Patrick A. Sarvak, the owner of All Seasons 
Landscape & Irrigation in Mooresville, agreed to pay 
$1,400 for operating without a commercial pesticide 
applicator license, despite a previous notice 10 months 
earlier. A state inspector also witnessed improper storage 
of an herbicide and application without proper personal 
protective equipment by All Seasons employee Brian 
McCollum.

(Moore) Paul T. Jett, a licensed commercial pesticide 
dealer for Triangle Chemical Company in Aberdeen, 
agreed to pay $900 for the improper sale of soil fumigants 
to a municipal applicator who was not certified in the 
soil fumigation category at the time of sale.

(Moore) Graham P. Purcell, the holder of a N.C. 
commercial pesticide applicator license for the Town 
of Southern Pines, agreed to pay $800 for the improper 
purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide from Triangle 
Chemical Company in Aberdeen. Purcell was not 
certified to buy or use soil fumigants at the time.

(Northampton) Brandon Clements, a private pesticide 
applicator, agreed to pay $600 for drift damage to plants 
in a residential garden north of Gaston.  North Carolina 
law states that no person shall apply pesticides under 
such conditions that drift from pesticide particles or 
vapors results in adverse effects.

(Pitt) Victor E. Lilley, a licensed commercial pesticide 
dealer for TriEst Ag Group in Greenville, agreed to pay 
$3,000 for cases of improper sale of soil fumigants to 
applicators who were not certified in the soil fumigation 
category at the time. This investigation began with the 
Williford case below and resulted in the other related 

cases here:
(Duplin) Avery Lee Cottle, a certified private pesticide 

applicator in Faison, agreed to pay $500 for the improper 
purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide from TriEst Ag 
Group in Greenville and for using the fumigant on a 
strawberry field in Goldsboro. Cottle was not certified 
to buy or use soil fumigants at the time.

(Edgecombe) Landon S. Dail, a certified private 
pesticide applicator in Tarboro, agreed to pay $500 for 
the improper purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide 
from TriEst Ag Group in Greenville and for using 
the fumigant on a strawberry field. Dail’s fumigant 
certification had lapsed at the time of the application.

(Johnston) Anthony Penny, a certified private pesticide 
applicator in Willow Spring, agreed to pay $800 for 
the improper purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide 
from TriEst Ag Group in Greenville and for using the 
fumigant on fruit fields. Penny was not certified to buy 
or use soil fumigants at the time.

(Randolph) Michael Beal, the holder of a N.C. 
commercial pesticide applicator license for Kildee 
Farm in Ramseur, agreed to pay $800 for improper 
use of soil fumigants in five applications, including 
the use of fumigants bought from TriEst Ag Group in 
Greenville. Beal’s fumigant certification had lapsed at 
the time of the applications.

(Wayne) Jordan G. Williford, the office manager 
for Meherrin Ag & Chemical in Fremont, agreed to 
pay $1,000 for selling restricted use pesticides at the 
business without a valid pesticide dealer license. Some 
of the pesticides for resale included fumigants purchased 
from TriEst Ag Group in Greenville.

(Randolph) William E. Wood, the owner of Outdoor 
Supply, Inc., in Archdale, agreed to pay $800 for 
improperly purchasing a restricted use pesticide and 
making it available for resale without the proper 
certification or license.

(Sampson) Jamie P. Beasley, a certified private pesticide 
applicator, agreed to pay $400 after his employee had 

an unsecured herbicide slide off a truck and spill onto 
a roadway and the road shoulder. North Carolina law 
states no person shall transport pesticides in a manner 
that endangers people, the environment, food, feed or 
other products. 

(Surry) Kevin G. Atkins, the holder of a N.C. 
commercial pesticide applicator license for White Pines 
Country Club in Mount Airy, agreed to pay $1,200 for 
applying an herbicide not approved for use on the golf 
course. It is illegal to use any pesticide in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling.

(Union) Kevin T. Wright, the owner and operator of 
Creekside Lawn & Landscape in Rock Hill, S.C., agreed 
to pay $1,000 for applying commercial pesticides at a 
home in Weddington without a commercial pesticide 
applicator license and without the proper personal 
protective equipment.

(Wake) Thomas Brooks Jr., the holder of a N.C. 
commercial pesticide applicator license for Weed Man 
in Holly Springs (now located in Raleigh), agreed to pay 
$1,200 because employees dumped pesticides behind 
the business. North Carolina law states no person shall 
dispose of or discard any pesticides in a manner that may 
cause injury to humans, vegetation, crops, livestock, 
wildlife or to pollute any water supply or waterway.

(Wayne) Ronald E. Waters Sr., a certified private 
pesticide applicator, agreed to pay $500 for the improper 
purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide from Patetown 
Dixie Fertilizer in Goldsboro. Waters was not certified 
to buy or use soil fumigants at the time.

(Cloverdale, Va.) Southern States Cooperative, a farm 
supply and service cooperative based in Richmond, 
Va., agreed to pay $400 for an improper online sale 
of a restricted use pesticide from its Cloverdale, Va., 
distribution center. The sale was made to Outdoor 
Supply, Inc. in Archdale, but Southern States was not 
licensed as a pesticide dealer in North Carolina.

North Carolina is officially a full month into 
hurricane season, and given the state’s recent history 
with damaging storms it can only be a good idea to 
make sure you and your family are prepared.

Among those family members who may need special 
help to prepare are pets. Storms can be especially 
stressful for animals, and taking care of your pets during 
dangerous weather events takes careful preparation said 
Dr. Anna Allen, veterinarian with the North Carolina 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Emergency Programs division.

“I think a big challenge is that people often don’t 
have a good plan, and they don’t have all of the things 
that they might need for their pet or even for themselves 
to take with them if they need to evacuate,” Allen said. 
“They also might not know exactly where to go.”

With the COVID-19 pandemic still ongoing, anyone 
forced to evacuate due to a storm will face new challenges, 
Allen said. Shelters locations could be restricted, and 
those that do operate might be in different spots than 
people are used to. Capacity at those shelters could 
also be tightened due to social distancing requirements.

“People may have known exactly where to go 
in past years, but this year that shelter might not be 
open anymore. Their county might have a completely 
different plan from what they’re used to,” Allen said. 
“It is really important for people to be paying attention 
to what local emergency management is doing in terms 
of shelter locations.”

During storms like Hurricane Matthew and Hurricane 
Florence, pet owners frequently looked to pet-friendly 
hotels as good spots to shelter if their homes flooded. 
With the pandemic underway, local governments are 
like to consider those establishments prime options for 
public sheltering, which could mean little to no space 
for private individuals and their companion animals.

During evacuations, some people may be tempted 
to leave their pets at home. If you want to ensure the 
safety of your pets, that is not a good idea, Allen said.

Having a plan is important, but the preparation should 
not stop there. Make sure that your pets are up to date 
on all their vaccinations, especially rabies, and have 

copies of the records of those vaccinations on hand in 
case you have to relocate. Some shelters may require 
proof of vaccinations before they let you and your pets 
in, Allen said, with rabies at the top of the list. You 
should also make sure to have appropriate containment 
for your pet, whether that is a crate or carrier or simply 
a strong leash for a larger pet, along with your pet’s 
food and any medications they may need.

“Preparing for our animals is really not much different 
from preparing for ourselves. Many of these things 
are things that we as people need as well,” Allen said. 
“Our animals feed off of our stress and anxiety, and 
they feed off of our happy feelings too. Anything we 
can do to reduce our stress and anxiety will help them. 
If we have plan, and we have the things that we need 
to take with us for ourselves and for them, then we’re 
going to be less stressed and so will they.”

Of course, there are times when the situation does 
not require a full-on evacuation and instead you will 
end up sheltering at home with your pets. Animals may 
still become more stressed and fearful during large 
storms, and Allen encouraged pet owners to reach 
out to their local veterinarians to discuss strategies for 
dealing with anxiety in pets.

“Sometimes pets can benefit from some simple 
medications that can help them manage that anxiety, but 
those are usually prescription and need to be prescribed 
by a vet,” she said. “Other than that, you should try 
to keep as regular a schedule as possible for your pet. 
Try and do the normal things that you all do, keep their 
normal routine.”

For more information on sheltering during an 
emergency, visit https://www.ncagr.gov/oep/sheltering/
index.htm.

Planning for pet needs in advance provides relief during a crisis

Pet food, a pet carrier, medicines and vaccination records are all important to have ready in the event 
of  an emergency evacuation. Making a plan for your pets can help relieve stress and anxiety.
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NCDA&CS employees recognized for work to protect hemlocks
“The project was very complex 

and difficult.”
The hemlock woolly adelgid 

has caused massive hemlock 
mortality in the eastern U.S. Image: 
J. Van Driesche, Bugwood.org. 

That’s just part of the way 
Robert Trickel with the N.C. 
Forest Service described a 
project that prompted a recent 
award for 41 Forest Service 
employees. Their success in rising 
to the challenge earned them the 
NCDA&CS Excellence in Team 
Accomplishment Award. After 
the nomination and selection 
process, the team was recognized 
in late July during an online video 
conference ceremony.

The project goes back to 2018 
though. The 41 employees worked 
together from 2018 to 2019 to 
chemically treat hemlocks on 
state lands in Western North 
Carolina. With good planning, 
coordination of resources and 
teamwork, they accomplished 
a great deal in the effort to save 
existing hemlocks. Hemlocks 
in Western North Carolina up to 
New England are dying in large 
numbers because of the hemlock 
woolly adelgid, an insect that 
sucks the sap of young twigs. 
An integrated approach to pest 
management has shown positive 
results for the survival of Eastern 
and Carolina hemlocks though.

This map from the USDA 
Forest Service shows the eastern 
and Carolina hemlock territory 
and the presence of hemlock 
wooly adelgids. 

“Two people with big ideas 
for getting the job done was not 
enough,” said Trickel, the head of 
the Forest Health branch of the 
N.C. Forest Service. “Forest Health 
West knew to be successful, they 
would need to be very organized 
to have equipment ready, to create 
procedures for safety and to get 
the right personnel and keep 
them motivated.”

The work of the special 
hemlock team was in addition 
to any hemlock preservation 
work done separately at DuPont 
Recreational State Forest, and 
it was separate from any work 
done by the Hemlock Restoration 
Initiative, which is partially 
funded by NCDA&CS.

The team started out with a 
goal to treat 15,000 hemlocks, 
but they ended up treating 41,620 
hemlocks on 1,636 acres. That’s 

quite the accomplishment considering 
the tough work it took to complete. 
For months before the ground 
work started, two team leaders 
scouted land, acquired equipment 
and supplies and got support from 
necessary participants. They also 
cleared old forest roads and had 
new access trails built. Once the 
actual treatments began, it lasted 
from November 2018 to April 
2019. Members of the team were 
working on the project in some 
form or fashion, every week that 
conditions were right.

“It was steep and rough. We’re 
talking about 40 to 50 pounds of 
chemical in each pack, plus tools 
and equipment, and it was cold. 
Where hemlocks grow, the wind 
blows,” said Craig Lawing, a forest 
health specialist and one of the two 
team leaders. “We all did our job 
and did what we were supposed 
to do from the commissioner on 
down. No one person made this 
job work.”

The actual treatment often 
involved trekking over mountainous 
terrain and up to three miles into a 
forest. Getting imprisoned workers 
through the BRIDGE program 
was the key to a quick-moving, 
successful project.

“The whole project – if we didn’t 
have the guys from the BRIDGE 
program it wouldn’t have been 
possible. We had some young, 
strong guys who were willing work. 

They cleared out some roads, and 
they were the ones who went into 
the forests to do the treatment,” 
said Brian Heath, the other forest 
health specialist and team leader 
on the project. “They were where 
the rubber meets the road.”

The enormous logistics and the 
effective execution is what prompted 
Trickel to nominate the team for 
recognition. At times there were 
25 people on-site at a hemlock 
stand to make the project work 
smoothly. That included employees 
from N.C. Forest Service District 
2 who were re-assigned to help 
do their part in saving hemlocks.

“There’s no other tree like it. 
It’s definitely unique for our area,” 
said Heath. “Things that grow back 
where a hemlock dies aren’t going 
to benefit the environment in the 
same way.”

The benefits of hemlocks are 
notable. They create habitat for 
some plants and animals, including 
some endangered species and 
certain warblers that depend on 
hemlocks for nesting. It’s a riparian 
zone tree also, which means it has 
a big impact on streams, stream 
temperature and ground temperature. 
For healthy trout streams or other 
streams, hemlocks can be critical.

Also, “it gets in people’s hearts,” 
Heath said. “It’s a neat feeling to 
be under a hemlock tree. It feels 
cooler.”

People are also attracted to the 

aesthetic of the hemlocks, and the 
appearance it adds to the landscape. 
The Carolina hemlock only grows 
in Western North Carolina and a 
few pockets of neighboring states. 

 In North Carolina, there aren’t a 
lot of areas that still have hemlock 
stands though, Heath said. One area 
that does is the Kings Creek Tract, 
which is a NCDA&CS property for 
forest research, mostly in Wilkes 
County. That’s where the team did 
much of their treatments. Other 
treatment was done at Rendezvous 
and Tuttle State Educational Forests 
and South Mountains State Park.

“I think we made a huge difference 
in our area for the state of NC. I 
think it’s something we can work to 
maintain,” Heath said. “It’s really 
rewarding to do something that’s 
going to last for a while. It’s not 
going to last forever, but it’s going 
to last about a decade or so.”

Heath hopes that in 10 or 15 
more years, research will have 
developed an even better way to 
fight the hemlock woolly adelgid. 
He has been in the Forest Service 
since 1994, and some of his first 
work was to find which counties 
had the hemlock woolly adelgid 
established.

“It’s been a long journey. Over 
the years I’ve done a lot of work to 
find trees with infestations,” Heath 
said. “It’s great to have more than 
surveys and paperwork behind 
my name. Hopefully we’ve got 

something that’s going to last.”
The following 41 employees 

were honored with the Excellence 
in Team Accomplishment Award:

Forest Health West team 
leaders: Brian Heath and Craig 
Lawing.

N.C. Forest Service District 
2 employees: Gunner Marcus, 
Joe Shoupe, Michael Crouse, 
Michael Greene, David Huffman, 
Mickie Parsons, Hunter Cook, 
Anthony Farmer, Russell Choate, 
Bobby Blackwell, Bob Myers, 
Chris Moss, David Goss, Corey 
Wilmoth, Joe Franklin, Derek 
Arny, Larry Lane, James Hall, 
Robert Ross, Ken Burns, Brandon 
Keener and Nathan Gatlin, plus 
the District 2 supervisor Duane 
Truslow.

BRIDGE employees who 
worked with young inmate teams: 
Trevor Gilliam, Phillip Raby, 
Jason Frye, David Greathouse, 
Trevor Buchanan, Jake Martin, 
Jason Noble, Paul Mace and Jeff 
Lowman, plus the now-retired 
BRIDGE camp director Travis 
Ruff.

State parks: Mark Sain and 
Lee Ann Angle.

Other N.C. Forest Health 
employees James Slye, Wayne 
Langston and Kelly Oten, plus 
the statewide Forest Health 
Program Head Rob Trickel, 
who nominated everyone for 
the award.

Above, workers with the BRIDGE program and the N.C. Forest Service measure 
hemlock trees before treatment. At top right, team leaders Brian Heath and Craig 
Lawing working on a different hemlock treatment project in Cary in April 2018. Bot-
tom right, evidence of the hemlock woolly adelgid can be seen in the contrast between 
the white fuzzy spots and the dark green of the tree limb. 

In the midst of hurricane season, the town of Oriental is making great progress 
on a shoreline restoration project that’s expected to protect millions of dollars in 
property from future storms. The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services has partnered with the town, providing nearly $500,000 in funding for the 
$2 million project.

The Whittaker Pointe Shoreline Restoration Project is rebuilding a natural peninsula 
between the Neuse River and Whittaker Creek. The peninsula provides protection to 
288 residential and business properties, including five marinas and two boatyards, 
according to town manager Diane Miller.  However, after hurricanes Matthew and 
Florence, the land mass had eroded from about 18 acres down to six acres, leaving 
those properties vulnerable. Now the natural peninsula will be restored and fortified 
to maintain that protection. The erosion also contributed to more sludge and dirt 
in the creek channel, causing concerns about boats being able to access waterfront 
homes, marinas, boatyards and associated businesses, which are all critical to the 
local economy.

“This is a great example of how local, state and federal partnerships can have a 
bigger impact for citizens and our natural resources,” said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “The Department’s $456,000 match to federal funds means $12.7 
million of property will be once again protected through shoreline restoration. 
This is one of the first of several Hurricane Florence disaster response projects the 
Department is partnering to fund across the state through the Emergency Watershed 
Protection program.”

NCDA&CS partnered with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture to fund a significant portion of the 
project. Specifically, an NRCS program called Emergency Watershed Protection used 
federal dollars to pay 75 percent of the project’s construction costs. NCDA&CS’s 
Soil and Water Conservation Division coordinated to pay the remaining 25 percent 
of the grant to Oriental.

 Miller said the town would have never been able to pay the 25 percent match, 
(See Restoration, pg. 5)

Emergency Watershed Protection funds aid project in town of Oriental
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Bees, Supplies 
& Services

For Sale
NOTICE

N.C. law requires a permit 
to sell honey bees in the state, 
with the following exceptions: 
sale of less than 10 hives in 
a calendar year, a one-time 
going-out-of-business sale 
of less than 50 hives, or the 
renting of bees for pollination 
purposes or to gather honey.
Contact Don Hopkins, state 
apiarist, NCDA&CS, 1060 
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
NC 27699-1001.

The first order of larger  
Century Farm Family signs sold 
out quickly, prompting a reorder 
of the signs

The Century Farm Family 
program has a limited number 
of 30-inch-by-30-inch reflective 
metal Century Family Farm signs 
for sale for $50 each including 
shipping. 

These signs look the same 
as those given to families who 
qualify and apply for the Century 
Farm Family program, just larger. 

“Over the years, we have 
had requests for larger signs to 

Larger Century Farm  
Family signs available 

A regular sign, pictured at left, beside the larger 30-inch by 30-
inch sign pictured at right. 

purchase. Interest has been very 
strong, which speaks to the pride 
people have in their family farms,” 
said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. 

To order a sign, contact the 
NCDA&CS Public Affairs Division 
at 919-707-3001. You will need 
to submit a check for $50, along 
with your mailing address and 
farm name. You must be listed in 
our current Century Farm Family 
directory to order a sign. 

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Centurfy Farm 
Family program. 

JD 1219 haybine, GC, new 
knives & tires, $1,800 obo. C.A. 
Lutz, Dallas 704-913-0510.

JD 155 mower, EC, used 1 yr, 
$1,500. Wayne Lambert, Bald 
Head Island 910-457-9513.

Old Cole planter, dated 
1891, 3-row, $400; Silver 
Stitcher elec box stapler,  for 
apple/other cardboard bx, 
$800. Deb Lyda, Henderson-
ville 828-388-1866.

Wisconsin eng, for parts, 
not running, 2 cyl, w/starter, 
clutch, pto, $200. Charles Wor-
sham, Fletcher 828-989-1428.

JD 4955 tractor, dual wheels, 
2,331 hrs., EC, $21,500. R.D. 
Smith, Cary 919-880-3768.

JD 2320 diesel, 54 in. 
cut, turf tires, less than 200 
hrs., w/belly mower, bucket, 
GC, $13,000. Paul Bolton II, 
Huntersville 704-875-6354.

McMillen X1475W auger 
attach; McMillen 24 in. auger 
bit; Bobcat 18 in. auger bit; 
bought new 2008, $3,100/
all. Cindy Byrd, Mebane 336-
684-1007.

NI hay rake, GC, well main-
tained, $1,500. Jay Vernon, 
Sandy Ridge 336-314-6261.

NH 488 haybine, 9 ft. cut, 
GC, field ready, $1,500. Todd 
Brown, Ramseur 336-318-5131.

(2) JD power units w/
Cornell pumps, 2,000 hrs., 
$10,000 ea; Ag rain reel w/
cart gun, hose, manure pump, 
$5,000. Kenneth Ladd, Har-
mony 704-546-2172.

Troy Bilt horse garden 
tiller, elec start, forward, 
reverse, rear tines, $1,500. 
C.T. Edminston, Charlotte 
704-597-0264.

Cummins 5.9 eng, remanu-
factured, 12-valve, $5,750. Ben 
Patrick, Shelby 828-302-9451.

Manure spreader, ground 
driven, GC, good tires, $600. 
Kenneth Peeler, Gold Hill 704-
223-2361.

KMC field cult, 14 ft., doub 
rolling baskets, new pts, $2,500; 
MF leveling disc, 18 ft., GC, 
$3,500. Jonathan Wilkerson, 
Knightdale 919-669-2552.

Med nucs, 10-frame, $150 
ea. Jim Blye, Cary 919-931-
8608.

Long Lang beehive, LNC, 
horz, 30-frame, houses (3) 
colonies, frames/dividers 
incld, $250. Felix Dumitrescu, 
High Point 336-529-5195.

JD 50 tractor, roll-o-matic 
front end, $3,200; JD 535 rnd 
baler, $4,000. John Graves, 
Mocksville 336-749-6570.

AC 72 all-crop harvester, 
later design, shed kept, w/
parts combine, $1,500; 
sweeper attach for JD mower, 
$200. Kenneth Jeffries, Elon 
336-260-9664.

2013 MF 4608 diesel trac-
tor, 80 hp, 540 hrs., front end 
loader, $24,000 obo. Ralph 
Bridges, Sims 984-297-7642.

2017 GP 1500 no till 
drill, 15 ft., EC, less than 300 
ac, 7 ½  in. spacing, detach-
able coulters, shelter kept, 
$41,500. Jeff Sykes, Mebane 
336-214-3443.

NH feed grinder/mixer, 
used seldom, $4,000 obo; 
1995 TerraGator 8103, 14 x 
10, BBI poultry litter body, 
$30,000. Barry McSwain, 
Norwood 704-985-3751.

Woods BH75 backhoe 
attach for tractor, new 16 
in. bucket, expanded opera-
tor seat, 2 manuals, $3,000. 
Richard Hunt, Polkton 252-
571-0005.

M&W hay rake, $3,000; 
NH 256 rake, $1,800; creep 
feeder, $2,800; 848 rnd 
baler, $4,800; other items. 
Troy Watts, Taylorsville 
828-302-8596.

Hardee hd bush hog, 5 
ft., lrg hd gear box, $600. 
Jimmy Furr, Stanfield 704-
888-0213.

(Continued from pg. 8)
Mushrooms

because they double in size every 24 hours, but we also get an immense sense of pride hearing stories 
of the customers who enjoy our products,”

Products from Haw River Mushrooms, including their famous mushroom jerky, can be found at 
the Greensboro Farmers Curb Market, the Durham Farmers’ Market, the Chapel Hill Farmers’ Market 
as well as on-site at their farm and through their CSA program. In addition to their raw mushroom 
varieties, they sell three flavors of mushroom jerky, a lions mane mushroom crab cake and are currently 
working to develop a BBQ mushroom sandwich.

According to Laura, eating local makes our community resilient. “It means that the human lives we 
are impacting are not abstract to us,” she said, “because they are our neighbors, friends and family.” 
In addition to raising mushrooms, Laura is also a certified-mushroom forager, meaning her and Ches 
can sell their products to chefs across the state and beyond. They currently work with a variety of local 
chefs, including Chef Aaron Vandemark of Panciuto restaurant in Hillsborough. “They are the problem 
solvers when times get hard,” Laura said, “I have so much respect for true farm-to-table chefs.” In 
fact, one of the local restaurants they work with has increased awareness of the nutritional properties 
of mushrooms throughout the COVID-19 pandemic with its immune-boosting mushroom soup.

Although she loves growing mushrooms and working with chefs, Laura’s favorite part of the job 
is educating the public on the important role mushrooms play in the agriculture industry. “They have 
a grand nutritional profile that is only brought out when they are cooked,” she said, “they are kind 
of a cool symbol of hope in many ways.” During a normal year, Laura and Ches offer many fun and 
educational opportunities on their farm to learn about mushrooms, including foraging and inoculation 
classes.

In the future, Laura and Ches hope to expand to a bigger facility and develop new mushroom 
varieties as well as new value-added products to offer their customers. When asked what she would 
name a brand-new mushroom variety, Laura said “Fungella” because it is catchy and would make 
her kids proud.

much less the cost of the entire project. Finding multiple funding 
sources was key. In the end, the town is getting a $2 million project 
and only paid about $5,000 for the initial engineering survey, plus 
legal fees to transfer the land.

As of mid-July, the project was about 60 percent complete, with 
lots of visual work happening now. Hurricane Isaias did not cause 
additional damage or delay the project. 

(Continued from pg. 4)
Restoration

Keep up with the latest on the N.C. Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services through 
the department’s blog at www.ncagr.gov/blog or 
on Facebook or Twitter. 

Elwin Key, one of the park’s current owners, said that his father 
had produced chickens and tobacco throughout his life on the family’s 
land. Although the land is no longer used primarily for farming, the 
facilities from past farming ventures are still used. One of the chicken 
houses acts as a bingo room for the campsite visitors today, while 
the others act as storage units.

With nowhere to swim in the area, the Key family came up with 
the idea of a recreational park around the time of Elwin’s father’s 
retirement. Elwin and his siblings proposed the idea to their parents 
of having a swimming pool and campground on the family land. 
Their parents agreed to the plan, and in 1983 construction began. 
Because of the many talents found in the family, the project was solely 
a family operation, requiring no outside help during construction.

The park has been successful over the years, seeing around 30,000 
people at the pool last summer. While Elwin is happy to see the family 
operation succeed, he is also grateful that it has allowed their family 
to remain close.  “It’s kept us as a family, it’s kept us close. We see 
each other every day,” said Elwin.

Although the pool is not open this year due to COVID-19, 
Homeplace Recreational Park offers other attractions including an old 
mill pond restoration, an 1865 log farm house, waterfalls, and hiking 
trails. The park is also a short drive to Mount Airy, Pilot Mountain 
and Dobson. Visit www.homeplacepark.com for more information.

The NCDA&CS Century Farm Program celebrates its 50th 
anniversary in 2020. Around 2,000 families across North Carolina 
can say that they have operated a family farm for 100 years or more.

(Continued from pg. 2)
Century Farm
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Hay & Grain
For Sale

Orchard grass/fescue mix, 
horse quality, rnd bales, $35; 
horse quality orchard grass, 
sq bales, $5. Johnny Sowers, 
Lexington 336-239-3020.

Mixed grass & barley, 
both 5 x 4, $25-$30/rl. John 
Collins, Yadkinville 336-
448-8295.

2020 orchard grass, or-
chard/fescue mix & fescue, 
horse/cow/goat quality, 
$5.50-$8.50/sq bale. Barry 
Lindley, Pittsboro 919-742-
4009.

2020 fescue, spring cut, 
horse quality, 4 x 5 rnd bales, 
shed kept, no rain, $45/rl. 
Mike Hicks, Greensboro 
336-451-5397.

2020 horse quality hay, 
spring cut, no rain, $4.25/
bale. Vernon Hill, Mt. Pleas-
ant 980-621-5091.

2020 wheat straw, sm 
sq bales, clean, $3.50/bale. 
Eugene Bunn, Spring Hope 
252-903-9980.

Mixed orchard grass, 
2020 cut, 4 x 4 rnd, $30/
bale. Noel McCraw, Hen-
dersonville 828-808-5803.

Fescue, 4 x 5 rnd, at barn, 
$40/bale. B.R. Ferguson, 
Charlotte 704-545-6237.

Abruzzi rye, NCDA germ-
tested, $12/bu. Ronnie King, 
Lawndale 704-472-4507.

Horse quality hay, deliv 
avail, $35/rl. H.O. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606. 

Exp beekeeper needs 
space for 50-100 hives, w/in 
reasonable drive of Charlotte; 
terms nego. Brett Tempest, 
Charlotte 919-619-4059, 
bqtempest@gmail.com.

20+ ac southeastern 
NC; suitable for home site, 
shop. C.A. Lutz, Dallas 704-
913-0510.

20 ac Caldwell co, rd front-
age, creek, wildlife, hardwood 
timber, owner financing, 
$107,500. Sam Erby Jr, Granite 
Falls 828-396-3364.

46.85 ac Anson co, south 
of Wadesboro, 60% 11 y/o 
pines, deer, hog & turkey 
hunting, $89,500. Carl Lee, 
Rockingham 910-995-7886.

53 ac Bladen co, Eliza-
bethtown, rd frontage, high 
elevation, 1 hr. to beaches; 
can divide sm ac, $250,000. 
Thomas Andrews, Lumberton 
910-827-3563.

62 ac Caswell co, some 
timber, natural spring, rd 
frontage, perk sites, deer/
turkey hunting, $140,000. 
Earl Smith, Mebane 336-
694-3147.

31.42 ac Cherokee co, 
rd frontage, branch water, 
cleared, level, fenced, corn-
fields, pastures, $198,500. 
Joan Neill, Hickory 828-
324-6774. 

59 ac Surry co, heavily 
wooded, wildlife, $199,900. 
Ken McDowell, Asheboro 
336-302-9225.

19.47 ac Stokes co, 12 
ac timber, 7.5 ac for crops/
pasture; spring, view of 
Hanging Rock, $85,000. 
Ken Lynch, Sandy Ridge 
336-707-2762.

112 ac Yadkin co, 81 
wooded, 31 open, streams, 
paved rd frontage, $448,000. 
Jack Lunsford, Burlington 
336-675-3071.

Someone to paint old barn 
& metal barn roof; experience, 
references required. Marti 
Friddle, Graham 336-516-3835.

Pasture cleanup/reseed-
ing, bush hogging, down 
tree/brush removal, gravel 
driveway repair, other, $50/
hr. DeVane Williard, Randle-
man 336-362-6242.

Vert & horz mowing, ponds, 
dams, reclaiming property, 
shooting lanes, $65/hr. + de-
liv. Roger McKenzie, Jackson 
Springs 910-528-2293.

Cockshutt 20 or Co-op E-2 
tractor, running or not, rear 
cult tool bar; not looking for 
expensive/restored. Larry 
O’Barr, Gibsonville 336-697-
0754.

Heavy duty bog, 3 pt, GC. 
Robert Reynolds, Pleasant Gar-
den 336-685-4945, evenings.

Darf root rake. John Clapp, 
Greensboro 336-255-1085.

JD 4030, open station, no 
cab or top. Bobby Strickland, 
Bailey 252-236-7877.

(2) tractor/combine tires, 
30.5 x 32. Burt Bell, Statesville 
704-450-3339.

Farmall M motor or whole 
parts tractor. Tyler Dunn, 
Robbins 336-963-4018.

Belt driven sickle mower. 
Tim Gentle, Mt. Pleasant 704-
224-5012.

Single mast for forklift, 
5,000-6,000 lbs. capability. 
Royall Williams, Timberlake 
336-364-7358.

Mower deck to fit JD 314. 
Wayne Lambert, Bald Head 
Island 910-457-9513.

Sherman reducing spd 
trans to fit Ford 8N. Martin 
Pelland, Sneads Ferry 910-
741-0050.

Cub Cadet garden tractor, 
model 70, running or not. 
Timothy Deese, Norwood 
704-985-8436.

Vermeer hay rake , 
8-wheel, $2,450. H.O. Davis, 
Elon 336-260-7606.

Tri Weld tobacco baler, 
$1,000; hyd bale squeeze, 
fits front end loader, $900. 
Wade Apple, Burlington 
336-421-9752 or 675-4663.

Clark 15E ind forklift, 
minor hyd leak, $2,150; NH 
MC28 mower, sheltered, 1,500 
hrs., $2,500. Jeff Wilson, Bear 
Creek 919-548-2131.

Befco 209 fert spreader, 
3 pt, $600; Scag 3-bag grass 
catcher, fits 48 in. & 52 in. 
Tiger Cub, $750. Shelly 
Paradise, Siler City 919-
868-9696.

WD-45 w/AC bush hog, 
$3,500; AC D-17, $3,000; AC 
hole digger, $500; AC 2-16S 
plow, $500; other items. 
Pete Hallyburton, Cleveland 
704-213-4537.

GSI 112 grain dryer, 
$6,000. Jason Smith, Salis-
bury 704-798-4844.

Farm grain scales, need 
work, (1) very lrg, $80; (1) 
med size w/weights,  $65. 
Faye McNaull, Mebane 919-
493-5009.

1962 Farmall 140, 12v, 
fast hitch, cults, good metal 
& rubber, sheltered, RG, 
$4,500. Hugh Barwick, La 
Grange 252-361-0407.

NH 472 haybine, $2,200; 
Sitrex finishing mower, 60 
in., $850; 7-shank tillage 
tool, $350. Johnny Sowers, 
Lexington 336-239-3020.

JD 8200 grain drill, doub 
disc, $5,500; tobacco baler, 
$2,600; JD 920 mower/cond, 
$5,800. Donnie Clayton, 
Roxboro 336-592-1300.

Fork lift, fits 3 pt, $450; 
restored Oliver super 44, 
$8,500; restored super C, 
wide front, $5,000; restored 
Farmall B, $3,500. Miles Little, 
Midland 704-791-1438.

New CountyLine post 
hole digger, 3 pt, $400; new 
auger, $150 nego. L.A. Mize, 
Lexington 336-250-4520.

MF 1734 rnd baler, 2014-15 
model, EC, $11,000. Garrett 
Barnes, Ashe 336-877-6564.

Vermeer 630B stump 
grinder, 18 in. cutting wheel, 
new teeth & battery, rebuilt 
45 hp Wisconsin eng, $3,950. 
Don Wright, Denver 704-
483-5949.

MF 245, late model, 8-spd 
trans, remote outlets, 1,900 
hrs., $7,000. Arthur Collie, 
Spring Hope 252-514-1317.

JD 4430, 125 hp, cab, 
quick hitch, new ac & paint, 
$23,500; 1952 JD B, 3 pt, 
$3,650; w/o 3 pt, $3,000. 
Barry Lindley, Pittsboro 
919-742-4009.

1962 Roanoke peanut 
dryer, $600 obo; Befco 212 
fert spreader, 3 pt, pto drive, 
$300 obo. Joe Liles, Halifax 
252-377-0093.

NH 355 feed mill, (2) 
screens, sheltered, GC, $3,000. 
Don Sterling, Autryville 910-
305-6920.

Itnl 303 combine, 13 ft. 
grain head, used 2019 for 
soybeans, $1,300 firm. Paul 
Neill, Mooresville 704-706-
7467.

Cub cadet mower & utility 
trailer, $900 cash. O.P. Camp-
bell, Statesville 704-872-0841.

1953 Ford Golden Jubilee 
tractor, new carb, complete 
tune up, good tires, RG, $3,500. 
Roy Kirkman, Asheboro 336-
626-9644.

1-horse cart axle, 70 in. 
long; logging cart axle, 72 
in. curved, $100 ea obo. Leve 
Moore Jr, Williamston 252-
792-7096.

Hesston 740 rnd baler, 
VGC, used this spring, $3,000. 
Garner Jarrell, Mt. Airy 336-
648-4288.

1964 Ford 4000 diesel, 
completely restored, ps, 5-spd, 
live pto, $6,000; Lely 1250 
spreader, never used, $2,200. 
Roger Lawson, Danbury 336-
593-8315.

Taylor-Way harrow, 24-
disc, $2,500; Fred Cain tiller, 
13-shank, $850; Taylor-Way 
subsoiler, $400; other equip. 
J. Lloyd Mabe, Danbury 336-
703-8232.

Manure spreader, $2,500. 
Alvin Herbin, Gibsonville 336-
584-8960.

815 feed grinder, holds 2 
tons, $600; disc harrow, $400; 
12-shank chisel plow, $500; 
some 2 pt equip avail. James 
Isley, Julian 336-263-1958.

1952 JD B, cult, 3 pt lift, 
rear tires 99 % good, $2,800. 
A.L. West, Fayetteville 910-
323-5332.

Cat D7 dozer, 3T angle 
blade, GC, new elect start con-
version, 80% undercarriage, 
$9,500. W.M. Long, Mebane 
336-376-6603.

Magnetos, different makes 
& types, some w/gears, $75 & 
up. Bill Payne, Madison 336-
707-8840, 6-8 p.m.

Wood splitter on wheels, 
homemade, $250; Fordson 
Dexta tractor, runs, needs 
starter, clutch, brakes, $350. 
Rudy Hillmann, Apex 919-
772-3134.

Gehl 2160 haybine, new 
bolt on knives, inclds extra 
sickle bar, field ready, $1,500 
obo. Chris Dellinger, Cher-
ryville 980-429-6760.

JD 60 tractor, runs, needs 
restoring, $1,500. David Arron, 
Snow Camp 336-212-5943 or 
512-6682.

JD 6400 tractor, w/JD 
620 loader, 90 hp, 1,600 hrs., 
$28,000; JD 7410 4x4, 120 hp, 
$35,000. Rick King, Clemmons 
336-817-6535.

2004 Farm Pro  2420 
tractor, GC, 2wd, diesel, 149 
hrs., extra equip avail, $3,500. 
Robert Johnson, Kernersville 
336-788-8402. 

(2) AC G tractors, $1,900 & 
$2,400. Pat Weaver, Salisbury 
704-603-7901.

Itnl 844 corn header, GC, 
shelter kept, $600. Tim Wilson, 
Bailey 252-292-2545.

Ford 601 corn picker, 1-row, 
3 pt, $800; Ford 515 mowing 
machine, $300. Murrill Brown, 
Richlands 910-324-1499. 

Ford 641 workmaster, GC, 
good sheet metal, tires good, 
RG, $3,700. Phil Burleson, 
Albemarle 919-795-6307.

King Kutter auger, 3 pt, 
GC, used a few times, $400. 
Joe Gamewell, Taylorsville 
704-682-8388.

Hand garden plow, $50; 
(2) feed hand carts, $50 ea; 
tobacco sheets, $2 ea; tobacco 
slide w/handles, $100. Walt 
Johnson, Wilmington 252-
292-1816.

New Kubota grill guard for 
L4400/L4600 tractor, $200. 
Kendall Isley, Haw River 336-
260-2362.

Gleaner F2 combine, turbo 
diesel eng, 13 ft. grain head, 
4-row 30 in. corn head, straw 
shredder, EC, $11,500. Randy 
Simmons, Elon 336-260-2308.

NI manure spreader, VGC, 
new wood, new paint, good 
tires, $1,500. Gary Sizemore, 
Liberty 336-263-6079.

NH 853 baler, $4,000; MF 
848 loader, $2,400; JD 700 hay 
rake, $3,200; NH 256 rake, 
$2,000; NH 260 rake, $5,000. 
Frankie Shoffner, Liberty 336-
339-5961.

Used Cub Cadet mower 
deck, 54 in., off GTX 2100 Cub 
Cadet, $500 obo. Joe Pope, 
Cedar Grove 919-698-6574.

Horse drawn drag pan, 
$100. Horace Hester Jr, Win-
ston Salem 336-767-8141.

1-row cult, 2-16 bottom 
plow, 12 ft. drag harrow, 5 
ft. scrape blade, (2) 5 ft. bush 
hogs, 1-arm manure fork, 
$600/all. Bill Medley, Rockwell 
704-223-1157.

941-B Cat loader, 70 hp, 
400 hrs. on reman eng, rebuilt 
cyl & bucket, 50% undercar-
riage, $13,000. David Elliott, 
Kernersville 336-416-4517.

WAC 610 fert spreader, 
500 lbs., 3 pt, sheltered, $125. 
Harold Adams, Piney Creek 
336-359-2979.

NH 575 hay baler, EC, shel-
tered, $8,500. R.G. Hammonds, 
Lumberton 910-734-2991.

1948 Farmall M, tricycle 
type, show ready, $2,800. 
George Gaddy, Wadesboro 
704-826-8259, no texts.

Bush Hog 70322 hyd post 
hole digger, 12 & 9 in. diggers, 
EC, $750. Gerald Zimmerman, 
High Point 336-887-2870.

1999 MF 232 loader attach, 
GC, fits 231, 235, 245, $2,000; 
Agco bush hog, 54 in., 3 pt, 
GC, $500. Roy Musselwhite, 
Wilmington 910-617-3922.
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POULTRY & SUPPLIES

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

SEEDS & PLANTS

Supplies
For Sale

LIVESTOCK

Poultry &
 Supplies 
Wanted

Small Animals
For Sale

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Seeds & Plants
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses offering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 
Industry Division at 800-206-9333 
or 919-707-3730.

To keep up with the 
latest on the N.C. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services,  check 
out the department’s blog 
at www.ncagr.gov/blog, 
where you  can  also  find 
social media links.

Read more on ag

Livestock 
Wanted

FARM SUPPLIES

1977 Ford F600 dump 
truck, 2-ton, used to haul 
grain, $1,800. Randy Sim-
mons, Elon 336-260-2308.

New Primewell Valera 
HT tire, P275/60R/20, steel-
belted radial, $100 obo. Joe 
Liles, Halifax 252-377-0093.

1999 Itnl dump truck, 
4700 series, diesel, eng 
recently overhauled, 14 ft. 
grain bed, $22,000. Paul Neill, 
Mooresville 704-706-7467.

1986 Ford dump truck, 
tree fell on front end, needs 
battery, alternator, dump 
works great, $3,000 obo. 
Vernon Kiser, Hickory 828-
409-6870.

Reid’s equip trailer, 8,000 
lbs., hd, brakes, rental hitch, 
$2,100. Ken Lynch, Sandy 
Ridge 336-707-2762.

1984 Chevy truck, 60 
series, 366 Itnl eng, 5-spd, 
2-spd axle, 84,000 mi, 20 ft. 
metal bed, $3,000. Ronnie 
Brogden, Creedmoor 919-
528-1767.

1977 C60  dump truck, 
16 ft. grain sides, new rear 
tires, $3,000. Jason Smith, 
Salisbury 704-798-4844.

Metal trailer, 4 x 6 ft., 
military style, 2,500 lbs. 
axle, $550. George Gaddy, 
Wadesboro 704-826-8259, 
no texts.

Stoll flatbed trailer, 
10-ton, new 33 ft. bed, 7 ft. 
deck, tires 80%, EC, $6,500. 
R.G. Hammonds, Lumberton 
910-734-2991.

1997 FourTrax 4-wheeler, 
GC, $2,700. Pamela Smith, 
Mebane 919-345-1820.

1991 Ford 350 dually, 
VGC, 7.3, 164,300 mi, new 
tires on front, rears good, 2nd 
owner, $6,000. Wally Martin, 
Lincolnton 704-735-8004.

2-stall stable boy for 5th 
wheel hay hauler, EC, $6,000. 
Ronald Lippard, Randleman 
336-498-3477.

2014 Honda Foreman 
500 4-wheeler, GC, manual 
trans, 241 hrs., $5,000 nego. 
Lyn Martin, Westfield 336-
202-0579.

Irrig pipe, 6 in., $2/ft; fuel 
tank, 1,000 gal, $900. Donnie 
Clayton, Roxboro 336-592-
1300.

Steel propane tank, 410 gal, 
3 in. fill pipe, ¾ in. dispense 
spigot, suitable for fuel oil, gas, 
diesel fuel, $75. Don Wright, 
Denver 704-483-5949.

Metal burning barrels, 
$10; plastic barrels w/solid 
top, $10; 15 gal plastic jugs, 
$20; 275 gal water totes, $75-
$100; Jeff Brittain, Hickory 
828-327-4782.

Gourds, lrg selection, for 
bird houses, crafts, $1.25 ea & 
up. Denny Rollins, Mocksville 
336-492-7223.

Gas hoses/nozzles, auto 
cut off, $10 ea or 10 for $80. 
Miles Little, Midland 704-
791-1438.

Drainage pipe, 20 ft., 2 ft. 
wide, $300; mill grinder, $100; 
(4) telephone poles for pole 
barn, $1,200. Pamela Smith, 
Mebane 919-345-1820.

(2) elec pea shellers, LN, 
only used a few times, $250 
ea. Douglas Capps, Sanford 
919-499-5153.

(4) heart pine beaded beams, 
15 x 5, from early eastern NC 
home, $200 ea. Gary Fields, 
Denton 336-460-0767.

Blk locust logs, 7-8 ft. long, 
4-16 in. diameter, free. Jeff 
McCallum, Charlotte 704-697-
0685 or 564-3449, no texts.

Water tank w/hose, 1,500 
gal, $600. Randy Simmons, 
Elon 336-260-2308.

Used metal roofing, blk, 
36 in. wide, length varies, 
$1.10/linear ft; galvanized 
roofing, 2x11, buyer removes, 
$1/sheet. Thomas Glosson, 
Pittsboro 919-542-2202.

Used Taylor 700 outdoor 
wood stove, GC, $2,000. Mar-
ian Phillips, Siler City 919-
742-2368.

Split fence treated posts, 
around 190, $2 ea; hog wire 
fencing, 48 in., around 900 
ft., $300. Joe Hartley, Apex 
919-812-0967.

NorthStar generator, pto, 
13,000 surge watts, 12,000 
rated watts, mounted on 
factory trailer, $1,200. Tim 
Strickland, Rocky Mount 
252-446-4992.

Taylor 675 pea sheller, 
GC, $275. Dempsey Lowe, 
Asheboro 336-857-2872.

Irrigation pump, $250. 
Deb Lyda, Hendersonville 
828-388-1866.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, 
NC 27370.

Sunflower seeds, 12-14 
lb. flower, 15-18 in. diameter, 
SASE & $3/25 seeds; $5/50 
seeds. N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn 
Rd, Trinity, NC 27370.

Lucky buckeyes, $4.25/
doz; buckeyes for planting, 
instr incld, $5.25/doz; pls incld 
postage. Jules Simmons, 576 
Cove Creek, Sylva, NC 28779.

Blueberry plants, early, 
mid & late season, many vari-
eties, discount for lrg orders, 
$3.50-$15 ea. Michael Crippen, 
Garland 910-529-1469.

Tennessee redback rabbits, 
ground started, buy 10, get 
1 free, $10 ea. Mark Hinson, 
Goldsboro 919-734-7800.

Silver fox rabbits, 8 w/o, 
purebred, blk, $15; brown, 
$20; lilac, $30. Emmy Wilts, 
Ruffin 336-552-7702.

Boxwood bushes, 2-5 ft., 
around 400 avail, buyer digs, 
$10 ea. Rhod Lowe, Salisbury 
704-202-9605, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Indian corn seeds & sun-
flower seeds, SASE & $3/25 
seeds; $5/50 seeds. Sam or 
Harper Young, 700 Sussex 
Rd, Grassy Creek, NC 28631, 
336-977-3040.

Cattleya orchids, $2-$10; 
iris, assorted colors, $3/dz. 
Marilyn Hancock, Denton 
336-241-2214.

African Dewlap geese. Joel 
Rogers, Germanton 336-306-
0633, casuarius81@gmail.com.

(1) male silver pheasant 
for new bloodline; have male 
silver pheasant to trade. Tommy 
Cox, Cameron 910-245-4530.

Blue Old English bantams, 
(1) rooster, (2) hens. Clyde 
Lyles, Rockwell, 704-239-7252.

2020 Bantams, golden 
campine, silver sebright, 
extra males, $20-$25/pair. 
Wade Shelton, Mt. Airy 336-
374-2254.

6,000 started pullets, 
vaccs, debeaked, $8 & up. E.D. 
Snider, Staley 336-708-2998.

(2) Chore-Time butterfly 
tunnel fans, 52 in., high ca-
pacity, w/motors, FC, $195 
ea. Roger Gann, Asheboro 
336-879-2024.

Golden sexlink laying 
hens, 12 m/o, $15 ea; 10 or 
more, $12 ea. Mark Graber, 
Hamptonville 336-468-8256.

Peacocks, $35 & up; tur-
keys, $7 & up; guineas, $5 & 
up; chickens, $5 & up. Roy 
McLamb, Linden 910-890-2809.

Quail: silver California, 
gambel’s, 8 varieties bobwhite, 
partridge, chukar, other breeds, 
$3 & up. Jimmy Furr, Stanfield 
704-888-0213.

Bronze heritage turkey 
pair, (1) hen & gobbler, $100; 
(1) gobbler, $50. Jo Leath, 
Burlington 336-266-5313.

Blk cochin cock, $30; 1 pr 
blue cochin, $40; white leghorn, 
$5 & up; female bronze turkey, 
$40; other breeds. Carl Beard, 
Maiden 828-464-6361.

Backyard chicken hut, 6 
x 8 ft., 2 ft. overhang at front, 
(2) doors, (3) windows, $700 
obo. Ellis Hardison, Robbins 
910-948-4121.

Ruddy shelducks, $100 ea; 
Australian blk swans, $250 & 
up; Cape Barren geese, $400 
ea. Jim Simpson, Indian Trail 
704-361-6497.

Goatscaping  to help control 
brush & brambles. Kristen 
Griffith, Bostic 828-748-6813.

Cows & bull w/calves, 
6 w/o or younger, some 
bred back; Beefmaster, Red 
Angus, Charolais, $1,800 & 
up. Jerry Raines, Mebane 
336-263-0865.

Boer/Kiko cross bucks & 
does, variety of sizes & col-
ors, $100-$375. Paul Shaver, 
Salisbury 704-640-6819.

Boer/Nubian buckling, 
$100; adga Nubian buckling, 
$200. L.A. Mize, Lexington 
336-250-4520.

St .  Croix/Barbados 
blackbelly & St. Croix/Painted 
Desert crosses, rams, ewes, 
lambs, $140 & up. Sydney 
Seymour, Mocksville 843-
412-4147.

Hereford bulls, 8-10 m/o, 
$650 & up. Lamar Bethea, 
Charlotte 704-534-6708, 
betheaqtrs@hotmail.com.

Polled SimAngus & polled 
Flevick Simmental bull year-
lings & 2 y/o bulls, $1,000-
$2,000. Preston Cornelius, 
Mooresville 704-957-5654.

Hogs, 130-200 lbs., $150 
ea. Woody Starnes, Waxhaw 
704-242-4290.

Reg Blk Angus bulls, great 
epd’s, gentle, Cowboy Up & 
Freightliner blood, weaned 
to breeding age, $800 & up. 
Danny Dennis, Mt. Gilead 
910-571-1114.

Kiko/Boer kids, male, 
female, 5-6 m/o, $185 & up; 
reg Brangus bred heifers, 
breeding age bulls, $2,500 & 
up. Evon Crooks, Mocksville 
336-817-6890.

Reg Angus bulls & heifers, 
pedigrees start at $2,500; reg 
Angus & commercial cows 
avail. John Brewer, Winston 
Salem 336-416-0694.

Boer buck, 18 m/o, not reg, 
$200 or trade. Melani Lippard, 
Mt. Ulla 704-798-2902.

Boer kids, dob 6/20, from 
pb reg herd, all shots, $250 
& up; proven buck, $350; 
fainting bucks, 3-6 m/o, $90. 
Dodd Linker, Clemmons 336-
712-2484.

Alpine/LaMancha dairy 
doe, 3 y/o, reg mother, $200. 
Emmy Wilts, Ruffin 336-552-
7702.

Blk Angus herd bulls, 
steers & heifers, Traveler, 
GT Maximum, 727 Executive 
bloodline, $700 & up. Tim 
Moss, Graham 336-376-3773, 
5-11 p.m.

Blk Angus heifers, young 
bulls, cow/calf pair, good 
bloodlines, $750 & up. Harold 
Wright, Liberty 336-675-5011.

Reg Santa Gertrudis calves, 
$650 & up; bulls, $1,000 & up; 
cow/calf prs, $2,000 & up; 
Blk Angus calves, $650 & up. 
Charles O’Bryant III, Reidsville 
336-908-0276.

Alpine dairy goats, year-
ling bucks, bucklings; hand 
raised, disbudded, cae free, 
dams/sires on site, $200 & 
up. Leon Albright, Thomasville 
336-250-7288.

Blk Simmental & SimAngus 
bulls, polled; buy or lease, 
$2,000-$2,500. William Pyle, 
Franklinton 919-215-5677.

Fainting goats, male, dob 
May, brown eyes; female & 
male, dob July, blue eyes, $150 
& up. Joan Culberson, Silk 
Hope 919-259-6139.

Blk Angus cows herd dis-
persal, $1,200/head. Phil Hood, 
Goldsboro 919-689-9798.

Jersey heifer calf, dob 
5/5/20, good stock, leads 
VG, $350. Dempsey Lowe, 
Asheboro 336-857-2872.

Livestock 
For Sale

Featherlite horse trailer, 
16 x 7, gooseneck, dual axle, 
3-horse slant, dressing 
room, $4,000. Tim Caviness, 
Ramseur 336-824-1180.

Horses & 
Supplies
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: All 
equine 6 mos. or older 
must have a current 
negative Coggins test. 
Advertisers must supply 
the accession number 
of test, the name of lab 
doing the test, the date 
of test and results for 
each equine advertised. 

Fescue, spring cut, 5 x 5 
rnd, $40/bale. John Loftis, 
Elon 336-264-7093, after 
5 p.m.

Peanut hay, rnd bales, 
net wrapped; can deliv 42 
bales anywhere, $25-$30 
ea. Larry Bullock, Greenville 
252-883-4748.

Horse quality fescue, 
sq bales, no rain, can deliv, 
$5.50/bale; some rnd avail. 
Allen Moore, Summerfield, 
336-706-1157.

Orchard grass/fescue 
mix, horse quality, 4 x 5 
rnd, no rain/weeds, stored 
under shelter, $40-$45/
bale. Jay Hohn, Archdale 
336-289-3686.

Horse quality fescue, 
sq bales, 1,500 avail, will 
deliv for fee, $5/bale. Andy 
Conklin, Elon 336-214-0366.

Coastal bermuda hay, 
sheltered, rnd bales, cow 
quality, $40; horse quality, 
$45; sq bales, $6. Phil Hood, 
Goldsboro 919-689-9798.

HAY & GRAIN
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(See Mushrooms, pg. 5)

Think and Do: A motto for school and farming 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Every 

Friday on social media, we post 
a Farm Feature Friday showcas-
ing one of our dedicated North 
Carolina farmers. Collin Blalock, 
of Collin’s Produce,  and Laura 
and Ches Stewart, of Haw River 
Mushrooms, are a few of those 
farmers. The #FarmFeatureFriday 
campaign will run for an entire 
year on our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages. Be sure to 
tune in each Friday afternoon 
on social and help show your 
support for our local farmers!

Haw River Mushrooms is the culmination of a lifelong dream 

N.C. State University graduate Collin Blalock has been farming for himself at 15 years old, starting with a half acre of peas. Today he farms 35 
acres, which includes corn, peas, butter beans and watermelon. He is also working on his masters degree. (Photos courtesy of Collin Blalock.)

Think and do isn’t just a motto 
that Collin Blalock learned while 
attending N.C. State University, 
but one that he has put into 
practice in his daily life on the 
farm. Farming is often a trade 
taught and passed down from 
generation to generation. “When 
I was growing up, going to the 
farm with dad on Saturdays was 
the cool thing to do,” Collin said, 
“and, as I got older, I learned 
from watching and helping him.”

Current owner and operator 
of Collin’s Produce in Wilson, 
Collin started farming for himself 
at 15 years old. In 2012, Collin 
acquired 0.5 acres of old cow 
pasture from his father to plant 
peas. “I remember a lot of days 
pulling weeds and picking peas,” 
he said, “but it instilled a hard 
work ethic in me that has helped 
me get to where I am today.” 
In the beginning, he sold his 
products to mostly friends and 
family around the community 
but he wanted more. “I wanted 
things to change from people 
buying my products because they 
wanted to support the local kid, 
to buying my products because 

they genuinely liked what they 
were getting,” he said.

Now farming 35 acres, Collin 
grows a variety of fruits and 
vegetables, including watermelons, 
corn, peas and butter beans. A 
typical day on the farm varies 
from season to season, but Collin 
enjoys every aspect from planting 
the seed in the ground to delivering 
product to the customer’s hand. “No 
matter if I am working in the barn, 
harvesting in the field or packing 
orders and scheduling deliveries, 
there is something new every day,” 
he says, “but most important to me 
is connecting with the customers 

because I don’t want to just be 
the farmer, I want to be someone 
they know they can count on and 
come to.”

Farming can present many 
challenges, especially when 
growing butter beans due to their 
short shelf-life. “Butter beans are a 
popular crop in the South,” Collin 
said, “but they can be hard to work 
with on the farm because if they 
are not sold within 2 to 3 days 
of harvest they go bad.” Despite 
the challenges, Collin says the 
comments and compliments he 
receives from customers drive 
him each and every day.

In addition to selling his produce 
at the on-farm stand Monday 
through Saturday, Collin also has 
two CSA produce boxes, one that 
delivers to N.C. State University 
Centennial Campus and the other 
in Wilson County. He also works 
with a variety of restaurants in 
Wilson County, including Marty’s 
BBQ and Something Different 
Cafe. “It is most rewarding to 
see the product go from my farm 
to someone else’s plate,” he said, 
“and it is always incredible to see 
the dishes these chefs can prepare 
using my produce.”

Although he grew up in the 

industry, Collin says you have 
to experience farming to truly 
appreciate it. “It’s not what you 
think it is,” he said, “on TV it is 
presented as a big corporation but 
it’s more like a family. It’s our 
livelihood. It’s what we grew up 
on and it’s what we do.”

In the future, Collin plans 
to finish his master’s degree at 
N.C. State University, expand 
the farm and continue to develop 
relationships with customers 
around the state. When he is 
not on the farm or in the field, 
you can find him cheering on 
his Wolfpack.                                                                                                                                     

Although he worked in various 
sectors of the job world, Ches 
Stewart always knew that he 
wanted to be a full-time farmer. It 
wasn’t until he married his wife, 
Laura, that they bought the land 
that would become Haw River 
Mushrooms. “It was always the 
dream for him,” Laura said, “it 
had never crossed my mind, and 
honestly I never thought I would 
be involved, but once we started, 
I fell totally in love.”

The farm originally started 
out by growing diversified 
produce, but after taking a 
class on mushrooms, Ches and 
Laura decided they would try 
their hand at growing several 
different varieties. “Mushrooms 
provide an answer to so many 
of the world’s problems because 
they can be used in a variety of 
ways,” Laura said, “so we started 
out growing them on logs and 
moved to high tunnels until we 
eventually reached the four acres 
that we harvest today.” Haw River 
Mushrooms currently grows multiple 
varieties, including lions mane, 
shiitake, black pearl and seven 
variations of oyster mushrooms. 
They are also currently working 

on a maiitake variety that will be 
available soon.

A typical day on the farm is very 
routine because a strict process 
must be followed. “Mushrooms 
are a high-maintenance crop, 
so we have to follow a strategic 
process to ensure they are the best 
quality,” Laura said. Each night, 
the substrates are prepared and 

placed in bags. Substrates are a 
bulk material that mushrooms 
derive energy and nutrition from, 
or in Laura’s words, “substrates 
are basically the perfect food for 
mushrooms.” The next morning, 
the sterilization process begins by 
placing all the bags in a shipping 
container that is heated at 200 
degrees for 12 hours. “Timing 

is critical in every stage of the 
process,” Laura said, “because 
you don’t want to put the spores in 
too early and risk exposing them 
to high temperatures, but you also 
can’t let them cool down to a point 
that makes them vulnerable to 
bacteria.” Depending on variety, 
it takes mushrooms anywhere 
from 10 days to three months to 

mature in the bags and be ready 
for harvest.

Laura said the hardest part 
of growing mushrooms is 
constantly having to change and 
adapt to the weather patterns. 
“One of the unique things about 
mushrooms is that they will tell 
you the story of what they need 
or do not have enough of,” she 
said, “for example, if you walk 
in and see that your mushrooms 
have really long legs growing on 
them, that means the CO2 level 
is low in that environment.” 
Ideally, mushrooms like an area 
with moderate levels of light and 
temperature-controlled at about 
90 degree humidity.

Although it takes a high 
level of awareness to keep the 
atmosphere at optimal growing 
temperatures, Laura says she 
is extremely grateful for the 
opportunities and pride the 
mushroom industry has brought 
her and her husband. “Farming 
has brought so many good, 
smart and unique people into 
our lives from customers to other 
farmers,” she said, “mushrooms 
alone generate a sense of pride 


