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Join us for the N.C. Mountain State Fair 

Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

(See Troxler, pg. 4)

Upcoming 
Ag Review 
deadlines

(See Mountain State Fair, pg. 4)

N.C. hemp program will transition to fed oversight

   The advertising deadline 
follows:
-- Sept. 1 for October
-- Oct. 1 for November
-- Nov. 1 for December 

Check out the exciting N.C. Forest Service exhibit at the Mountain State Fair.

 Recently I traveled to Western 
N.C. to check out damage from the 
fl ooding caused by Tropical Storm 
Fred. This was a very serious storm 
for many families. At press time, 
four people have died and fi ve more 
are still missing, 23 roads are closed, 
homes have been washed away and 

many businesses have been impacted 
– including farms. 

In surveying agricultural damage, 
we fl ew over several spots where 
entire fi elds were washed over with 
fl oodwaters and I saw a signifi cant 
amount of crop and infrastructure 
damage. 

Specifi cally, we saw damage to 
tomatoes, peppers, vegetables and 
nursery stock – all of these are major 
crops in the mountains. It is harvest time 
for tomatoes, peppers and vegetables 
and nurseries have years invested in 
plants to get them to a marketable size.

Some fi elds that were fl ooded will 
most likely be total losses, because 
crops that have been underwater cannot 
be harvested for public consumption. 
It will take some time before we get 
damage estimates, but there will be 
signifi cant agricultural losses associated 

with this storm.
I was not able to tour everywhere, but 

we are aware of damage in Haywood, 
Transylvania, Buncombe, Jackson, 
Mitchell, Rutherford, Yancey, Madison 
and McDowell counties. 

In a lot of ways, it reminded me 
of the fl ood damage in 2004 from 
back-to-back hurricanes Frances and 
Ivan that brought heavy rainfall within 
10 days of each other to the region. 

Frances dumped between 8 to 12 
inches of rain; Ivan brought another 
6 to 10 inches in about the exact same 
location.

I will tell you that it never gets 
any easier seeing the destruction of 
storms, fl oods or hurricanes, because 
you always know that the debris you 
see scattered around and uprooted 
represents people’s lives and the 
payday for the hard work a farmer 

has put into a crop. 
And in a short period of time, 

it can all be gone.
We have activated our Agricultural 

Emergency Hotline to assist farmers 
and we will have people manning 
the line daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
That toll-free number is 1-866-
645-9403. 

Farmers can also fi nd recovery 
resources on the department’s 
disaster Web page at www.ncagr.
gov/disaster.

In the days following the storm, 
some of our Research Stations staff  
heped farmers round up cattle and 
put up temporary fencing. Our Plant 
Industry staff  has been working with 
nurseries to help assess damage.

Speaker Tim Moore and Rep. 
Jimmy Dixon, along with some 

Discounted advance tickets for the 2021 
N.C. Mountain State Fair are on sale at area 
Ingles stores, the WNC Ag Center and online 
at www.mountainfair.org. 

“We’re excited for the Mountain State Fair 
to be back this year. Buying in advance saves 
fairgoers time and money, with $2 off  gate 
admission and about 40 percent off  ride tickets,” 
said fair manager Matt Buchanan. “Details on 
where to buy advance tickets can be found 
online on our website at www.mountainfair.org.”  

Fairgoers can purchase tickets during 
checkout within normal business hours at 
any participating Ingles locations in Western 
North Carolina and Upstate South Carolina. 
Advance tickets can also be purchased at the 
WNC Agricultural Center in Fletcher and at 
the WNC Farmers Market in Asheville from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Online 
tickets are available at www.mountainfair.org.

Fair runs Sept. 10-19 in Fletcher

North Carolina farmers interested in growing hemp in 2022 will begin 
getting their licenses from the U.S. Department of Agriculture as North Carolina 
wraps up its pilot program in conjunction with federal rules going into eff ect 
this year. Letters will soon be sent to the 1,500 licensed hemp producers in 
the state notifying them of the change.

“We will be working with licensed growers as this transition takes place,” 
said Phil Wilson, director of the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services Plant Industry Division, which has overseen licensing, inspection and 
regulation under the pilot program. “We will extend the licenses of growers 
who will need to renew between now and Jan. 1, 2022 to ensure there is no 
lapse in them having a valid license. Growers wanting to continue production 
can go ahead and begin the application process now through USDA’s online 
hemp application.”

The federal Farm Bill of 2018 established the regulatory framework for a 
USDA program, which North Carolina will fall under beginning Jan. 1, 2022. 
Information on the program, including requirements and application can be 
found at www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/information-producers

Background
The federal Agricultural Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-79) provided that certain 

research institutions and state departments of agriculture could grow 
industrial hemp, as part of an agricultural pilot program. As a result of that 
legislation, the N.C. General Assembly passed Senate Bill 313 in 2015, 
allowing the Industrial Hemp Commission to develop the rules and licensing 
structure necessary to stay within federal laws, thereby legalizing hemp 
production in North Carolina. The law was modifi ed in 2016 in House Bill 
992. The Industrial Hemp Commission adopted temporary rules for review 
in February 2017; these were approved by the Rules Review Commission 
of the Offi  ce of Administrative Hearings. 

Interest has been strong since the pilot program began. As of July 30, 
there are 1,500 licensed hemp growers in the state. Crop production numbers 
includes 6.8 licensed square feet of greenhouse production and 14,016 
licensed acres. In addition, there are 1,295 registered processors.

NCDA&CS will continue to assist growers with questions by submitting 
those to industrialhemprequests@ncagr.gov. 
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Latest pesticide settlements released

CFFC donates food for 3,300

Bucolic briefs
 The Fall Equestrian Exchange Tack Consignment Sale will be held Sept. 2-6 at the Holshouser 

Building, State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Road Raleigh. Buy and consign anything related to 
the equestrian sport, including saddles, tack, driving equipment, show clothing for all disciplines 
of riding, barn supplies and carts. Sell horse trailers for representation fee only. Consignors drop 
off  priced, tagged items Aug. 31 from 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. and Sept. 1 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. A special 
premier shopping night open to public will be held Sept. 2 from 5-10 p.m. for $10 cash only 
admission (12 & under free). Open shopping with free admission is Sept 3-5 from 10 a.m. - 10 
p.m. and Sept. 6 from 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Some items are discounted the fi nal day. Consignors pick up 
unsold items Sept. 8 from 1:30- 9:30 p.m. or they are donated. Information online about donation 
eff orts. Consignors earn 70 percent.  Volunteers shop before consignors, consignors’ shop before 
public. Cash, credit cards with fee/per card transaction accepted. Government regulations for 
COVID followed for everyone’s safety. DROP and GO, no-wait consigning, available, see web 
site. For more, go to www.EquestrianExchange.com  or contact Lynn Beeson 336-362-6248 Tanya 
Wright 540-977-1950. 

***
The N.C. Simmental Association Fall Harvest Sale featuring bulls, bred cows, bred and open 

heifers and embryos will be held Sept. 4, at noon at the Shuffl  er Farms sales facility at 444 Union 
Grove Rd., Union Grove. For more information, call 336-468-1679 or email ncsa@yadtel.net for 
a sale catalog. 

***
The Town of Red Oak and the Red Oak Area Historic Preservation Society will host the 

Red Oak Classis Tractor and Car Show Sept. 10-12. Hours are 5-8 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday and 9 a.m. Sunday. The event features antique tractors, hit-and-miss engines, classic 
cars, chainsaw carver, vendors, live music, food trucks and balloon rides. Cost is $5 per day or $8 
for a three-day pass. For more information, contact Tracy Shearin, 252-443-1239. 

***

As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department 
of Labor off ers safety videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics 
include: preventing green tobacco sickness, hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat 
stress, migrant housing requirements, forklift safety, and information about the NCDOL’s Gold 
Star Growers program. The videos are in English and Spanish to increase understanding of safety 
hazards and preventing accidents. To learn more about the NCDOL and the Agricultural Safety 
and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR (800-625-2267). NCDOL 
is also on Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their 

information on the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the 
N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture 
Program. Anyone interested in listing their information can do so by fi lling out an online Submit 
Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page or by contacting NCDA&CS at 919-233-8214 or by email 
at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry 
Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items capable of spreading harmful 
insects, diseases, and other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will be required to 
comply with all honey and bee industry regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not 

available at reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, 
rural business loans, disaster loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development 
bonds for agribusiness processing, ag-related manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more 
about Ag Finance Authority programs or to request a loan application, call 919-790-3949 or email 
at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

Cape Fear Farm Credit recently concluded its second annual community service project by providing fresh 
produce to more than 3,300 people in need throughout Southeastern North Carolina. 

More than 80 employees packed and distributed more than 825 bags to local communities resulting in a total 
of 8,500 pounds of produce, including 18 diff erent commodities. 

CFFC partnered with 46 local farmers to share fresh produce with more than 24 food donation centers and 
distribution partners. The community service project was created in 2020 when CFFC saw an opportunity to serve 
both farmer clients and communities during the COVID-19 crisis. 

During this year’s project, fresh produce was packaged and distributed by CFFC branches through local area 
partners such as Baptists on Mission, local food banks, community centers, pregnancy/women centers, fi re stations, 
Habitat for Humanity and others. 

CFFC is an agricultural lending cooperative owned by its member-borrowers. It provides loans for land, 
equipment, livestock and production as well as rural home mortgages and rural living.

    Test your bulk soilless potting media before planting greenhouse crops.
    Before planting greenhouse crops, propagating woody plants or beginning 

seasonal fl ower production, commercial producers should sample and test the 
bulk soilless media they plan to grow their plants in. The procedure, known 
as saturated media extract (SME), measures nutrient concentration, electrical 
conductivity and pH. The cost is $5 per sample for North Carolina residents and 
$25 for out-of-state residents, and test results are available online two working 
days after samples are checked in to the laboratory. Sampling instructions and 
sample information forms can be found online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/
uyrmedia.

    
Prepare gardens for fall/winter.
    First, if you haven’t had your soil tested in the last three years, do it now! 

Instructions for collecting samples are online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/
uyrst.htm#sampling. Act now because after October the lab will begin receiving 
end-of-season samples from farmers, and the wait for reports will be longer.

    If your report indicates that lime should be applied to raise soil pH, don’t 
delay. Winter soil is usually moist and helps lime neutralize soil acidity before 
spring planting. However, don’t add lime unless the soil report recommends it! 
Excess lime can make some nutrients unavailable to plants.

    Second, consider protecting garden soils by planting a cover crop or 
putting out mulch. Legumes—such as crimson clover, hairy vetch, Austrian 
winter pea—add nitrogen to the soil as well as organic matter when they 
decompose in the spring. In addition, crimson clover is a beautiful sight when 
it blooms! Another option is to plant greens such as mustard or kale and enjoy 
eating the small leaves as they grow.

    If you don’t plant a cover crop, you should apply a 2-inch layer of mulch, 
such as composted leaf material, shredded or chipped pine bark, or pine 
needles. Straw can also be used if it is good quality with out weed seeds. The 
mulch should be thick enough to reduce weed seed germination and retain soil 
moisture without impeding adequate water and air movement.

    Once you have made these preparations, do not apply fertilizer until 
spring unless you are planting a fall vegetable garden. In that case, you can still 
follow these suggestions (even sowing a cover crop around the vegetable beds!), 
but you will also need to apply fertilizer as recommended on your soil report.

September AgroTips

The N.C. Pesticide Board recently approved the 
following settlement agreements for cases in Craven, 
Forsyth, Guilford, Johnston, Person, Pitt, Rowan, Surry 
and Wake counties. Settlements involved cases of 
pesticide drift damage and improper purchasing, selling, 
disposal and application of pesticides. Settlements are 
listed by county below: 

(Craven) Andrew Bland, a licensed pesticide dealer 
for Cove City Fertilizer in Cove City, agreed to pay 
$800 for selling a pesticide without proper labeling 
on the container, which is a violation of state law. In 
a separate settlement, Bland agreed to pay $500 for 
improperly selling a restricted use pesticide to a golf 
course although the pesticide is only approved for 
agricultural use.

(Forsyth) George G. Brummitt, the holder of a 
commercial pesticide applicator license for Grey’s 
Landscape in Winston-Salem, agreed to surrender 
his North Carolina Commercial Pesticide Applicator 
License for a period of one year. It was alleged that Mr. 

Brummitt threatened a state inspector while the inspector 
was investigating potential dumping of pesticides into 
a storm drain, which violates several provisions of the 
North Carolina Pesticide Law and/or regulations.  Mr. 
Brummitt denied these allegations.

(Guilford) Michael G. Morgan, a licensed private 
pesticide applicator from Randleman, agreed to pay $800 
for the purchase and use of a soil fumigant pesticide 
from Triangle Chemical Company in Greensboro 
without proper licensing. Morgan was not certifi ed in 
the soil fumigation category at the time. In a separate 
connected settlement agreement, Dustin A. Wrenn, 
a licensed pesticide dealer at Triangle Chemical 
Company, agreed to pay $400 for improperly selling 
a soil fumigant to Morgan.

(Johnston) David Myrick of Selma, agreed to 
pay $500 for purchasing and applying restricted-use 
pesticides without proper licensing or certifi cation, 
which violates state law.

(See Settlements, pg. 3)
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(Continued from pg. 2)
Settlements

New WNC facility will help with produce safety training

Got State Fair tickets?

A food safety education program within NCDA&CS gained a big tool for its toolbox 
recently. It’s expected to help ensure that North Carolina fresh produce growers are well 
educated about how to safely pack and hold their produce.

The Mountain Horticultural Crops Research and Extension Center in Mills River hosted a 
grand opening for its new produce handling facility in July. What’s inside the newly updated 
building just outside Asheville will help the NCDA&CS Produce Safety Program with 
outreach, education, and training.

“This has been a long time in the making, so we are extremely excited as the Produce 
Safety Program to see this facility come to life and to be able to be used by growers, industry 
stakeholders, our program, N.C. State Extension – everyone – [to] collaborate to use this 
facility for an educational and outreach purpose,” said Sarah Cope, the outreach coordinator 
for the Produce Safety Program.

The Produce Safety Program runs through the Food & Drug Protection Division of 
NCDA&CS, and its goal is to help fresh produce growers understand and comply with the 
federal Produce Safety Rule. The program works with N.C. State, research stations and others 
to help farmers implement best practices related to produce growing, harvesting, packing and 
holding safety. The program also conducts produce safety inspections to check compliance 
with the Produce Safety Rule.

The program and N.C. State Extension off er Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training 
Courses with most, if not all, of the courses in a classroom setting. That can change with the 
new produce handling facility. The facility houses an optical produce sorting machine and a 
produce pack line. The equipment and building creates an educational platform for training 
to include more hands-on demonstrations.

“This is a new option to reach growers in a neutral area outside of their farm and come 
to the research station to have open conversation, [for us as the Produce Safety Program] to 
work through it as a supporter of agriculture,” explained program manager Chris Harris. “At 
the same time we are the regulators here in North Carolina, and we want to educate before 
and while we regulate.”

The equipment should help growers better understand how rinsing, sorting and packing 
equipment aff ects food safety, and it should help with risk assessment related to elements of 
the equipment or process that could lead to food-borne illness.

“We look forward to bringing growers to this packing house and helping them get to 
know cleaning and sanitation practices, identifying food contact surfaces, sanitary design of 
equipment – really that risk analysis of the equipment they’re using on their farms – so that 
they can take some practices and bring it back to their facilities,” Cope said.

The Produce Safety Program focuses primarily on farms that are covered by the Produce 
Safety Rule because they have a certain level of produce sales or meet other requirements. 
However, Cope and Harris believe the training can be useful for any farm operation. The 
equipment could still be a valuable tool for teaching growers who don’t have to meet the 
standards of the Produce Safety Rule. In all, Cope said she hopes the program can reach all 
4,315 estimated produce farms in North Carolina.

“This area has a large amount of apple growers and tomato growers, and they will defi nitely 
benefi t from having a piece of equipment like this,” Harris said. “[However,] it’s not specifi c 
to apples. It’s not specifi c to tomatoes. The other commodity industries do have equipment 
they use, and with this equipment we can convey that same learning message from here.”

To help with that eff ort, there is also a demonstration packing house at the Piedmont 
Research Station in Salisbury, and the Produce Safety Program also has a mobile pack line 
unit to provide some show-and-tell training about safe produce handling. This mobile pack 
line unit can be utilized in any of North Carolina’s 100 counties. Cope and Harris are already 
working with the FDA to use the Salisbury facility for a training that could attract people from 
North Carolina and nearby southern states. In addition to teaching growers or others in the 
produce industry, that training will also help teach other trainers and regulators what to cover 
in their own training sessions. If the training goes well in Salisbury, future FDA trainings 
could be held at the Mills River facility also.

Funding linked to research
The facility will also be helpful for research. In fact, N.C. State researchers began the 

eff ort to get the new optical sorter. That led to the renovation of the building and the addition 
of the pack line equipment. A team of 11 researchers who use the Mountain Horticultural 
Crops Research and Extension Center applied for and received funds through the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences Dean’s Faculty Enrichment Fund for the project. Funds from 
a FDA Produce Safety CAP Grant, acquired through NCDA&CS, also helped to support the 

purchase of the new sorting line equipment in the facility.
The building was once used for trout farm research, but the N.C. Agricultural Research 

Service, N.C. State Extension, the Mountain Horticultural Crops Research and Extension 
Center and faculty members committed more money for the building renovation. Renovations 
began in the fall of 2020. The pack line was also purchased with the FDA grant money. After 
a few years of being housed in a temporary location, the new optical sorter and the additional 
new equipment could move into the new facility this year. Direct and indirect investment in 
the 3,150 sq. ft. building totaled around $850,000.

“Being able to design certain criteria for a particular crop, whether it’s size, color, weight 
of a particular fruit, diameter, or whether it’s external blemishes of that fruit, and being able 
to do that in a very quantitative way at a rate of up to 600 fruits per minute running through 
that line – that’s where this has had a very powerful impact on our research capability,” said 
station superintendent Jeff  Chandler.

For example, the optical sorter can quickly determine the size of hundreds of apples as 
they pass through, and it can quantify just how much redness is visible on the outside. Those 
are just two characteristics researchers may test as they gather data on possible ways to make 
improvements to North Carolina apple production. The sorter makes their measurements 
faster and more precise, which results in more accurate results in the research.

This project was supported by the Food and Drug Administra  on (FDA) of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a fi nancial assistance award 
U18FD005905 totaling $847,374.34 with 42 percentage or $361,688.49 funded by FDA/HHS 
and 58 percentage or $485,685.85 funded by non-government source(s). The contents are those 
of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the offi  cial views of, nor an endorsement, 
by FDA/HHS, or the U.S. Government. 

(Person) Steve D. Poole, a licensed private pesticide applicator in Roxboro, agreed to pay $500 because a 
pesticide applied to his hayfi elds drifted and caused damage to an adjacent tobacco crop. N.C. law states no person 
shall apply pesticides under such conditions that drift from pesticide particles or vapors results in adverse eff ects.

(Pitt) Gene Michael Boyette, a licensed private pesticide applicator in Wilson, agreed to pay $800 for the 
improper purchase of a soil fumigation pesticide from Southern States in Farmville and for applying the fumigant 
to his fi elds. Boyette was not certifi ed to buy or use soil fumigants.

(Pitt) David Andrew Griffi  n, a licensed pesticide dealer for TriEst Ag Group in Greenville, agreed to pay $400 
for three instances of improperly selling soil fumigants to private pesticide applicators, who were not certifi ed in 
the soil fumigation category at the time.

(Rowan) Christopher Hunt, a licensed commercial pesticide applicator for On the Hunt Mosquito Control in 
China Grove, agreed to pay $400 because an employee made a pesticide application around the wrong home. 
The application violated state law, including the provision that states an applicator should not operate in a faulty, 
careless or negligent manner. 

(Surry) Robert Byron Weber, a licensed commercial pesticide applicator for Naturchem in Greenville, agreed 
to pay $800 after an accusation that a Naturchem employee improperly applied a pesticide around a cell tower in 
a tobacco fi eld near Dobson. The tobacco farmer noticed damage to his tobacco, and a state investigation found 
evidence that the pesticide may have contaminated soil around the tower before tobacco was planted.

(Wake) Daniel Owens, a licensed  commercial pesticide applicator for Green By Nature, Inc., (d.b.a. Weedman 
Raleigh) agreed to pay $2,000 for use of pesticides inconsistent with their labeling, including improperly storing, 
labeling and using agricultural pesticides in residential applications.

At right, N.C. State 
University  College 
of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Dean 
Richard Linton and 
Agriculture Commis-
sioner Steve Troxler 
cut the ribbon on the 
new Produce Safety 
Facility. Above, the 
new pack line that will 
be used for produce 
safety training and 
demonstrations at the 
Mountain Horticultural 
Crops Research and 
Extension Center in 
Mills River. 

 Save money and skip the ticketing 
line at all gates by purchasing your 
tickets in advance for the N.C. State 
Fair. FastTrack gate admission, 
attraction tickets and several carnival 
options are on sale now until Oct. 
14 at reduced prices.

“Buying in advance can save 
you up to 45 percent off  prices 
once you arrive at the fair,” said 
Kent Yelverton, state fair manager. 
“It is the most economical way to 
visit – especially if you’re bringing 
the whole family.”

Online advance-sale only ticket 
packages are a convenient way to save 
money and buy tickets, especially 
if you already have a certain fair 
experience in mind. “We offer 
packages tailored for every type of 

fairgoer,” Yelverton said. “If you love 
the carnival or plan to bring the whole 
family, there are packages for that. 
Want to try out one of our attractions 
like the State Fair SkyGazer, State Fair 
Flyer or N.C. Public House? We’ve 
got packages for those, too.”

For examle, the Dizzy Pass includes 
one FastTrack Gate Admission Ticket 
and one Unlimited Ride Wristband for 
$38. (Unlimited ride wristbands do not 
include State Fair Flyer or SkyGazer).  

More information about advanced 
ticket sales can be found online at 
ncstatefair.org  The North Carolina 
State Fair will run Oct. 14-24, at the 
State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. For more 
information, visit www.ncstatefair.org 
or connect on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram @ncstatefair.
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Marrying into a farm family sparked a passion for ag

Support N.C. farmers

Buy Local

Horse Events

*Show dates are subject to change. Call ahead to confi rm. 

Pictured above left are Landon and 
Autumn Hunter of Hunter Family  
Farms, which raises cattle and fresh 
produce. The family supplies local 
markets and restaurants. At right, 
farm fresh egges are also part of 
their off erings. The farm is located 
in Boonville. 

Troxler
(Continued from pg. 1)
members of the Western delegation were able to join me to see some of 
the damage. It is important that they are able to see the level of devastation 
for themselves. It’s hard to imagine otherwise. 

In talking with farmers, many expressed hope that some disaster 
assistance could be off ered to help them recover, similar to what we did 
through Operation Brighter Day in 2005. 

I’ll be working with the legislature and Gov. Roy Cooper on this.
In the meantime, I am grateful that the N.C. Farm Bureau has activated 

its N.C. Farm Bureau Foundation’s Disaster Relief Fund where people 
can make donations to help our Western neighbors. People can donate by 
texting the word “Farm” to 91999.

North Carolinians are always quick to help one another in times of crises, 
and that is especially true of the agriculture community. Farmers have been 
through situations like this before, but it doesn’t make it any easier.

Please continue to keep Western North Carolina in your prayers .

Advance tickets are $8 for adults. Children, ages 6-12, and seniors, 
ages 65 and up, can purchase advance tickets for $4. Admission to the fair 
is free for children ages 5 and under. Ride lovers can purchase a sheet of 
21 ride tickets for $12 in advance, a savings of $8. Those wishing to save 
on discounted advance tickets have until Sept. 9 at 11:59 p.m. After then, 
tickets will be available online and at the gate. Redeem tickets purchased 
online by printing the confi rmation details or taking a screen capture of the 
confi rmation info and barcode to be scanned at the fair entrance. 

Mountain State Fair
(Continued from pg. 1)

Every Friday on social media, 
we post a Farm Feature Friday 
showcasing one of our dedicated North 
Carolina farmers. Autumn Hunter, with 
Hunter Family Farm, is one of those 
farmers. The #FarmFeatureFriday 
campaign will run through December 
2021 on our Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram pages and from August 
to December will feature younger 
farmers in the industry. Be sure to 
tune in each Friday afternoon on 
social and help show your support 
for our local farmers!

Sometimes life has a funny way of 
showing us new passions through the 
people that we love. Autumn Hunter 
did not grow up on a farm, but found 
her true passion for agriculture when 
she married her husband, Landon, 
and became a part of Hunter Family 
Farms Produce. Both Autumn and 
her husband are part of the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers of N.C. 
group, where they were originally 
inspired to venture into the produce 
industry. Today they continue to lead 
that group into new and innovative 
avenues of agriculture.

Located in Boonville, Hunter Family 
Farms was originally a tobacco farm 
and transitioned in 2016 to grow a 
variety of produce as well as raise 
cattle. “We currently have 50 cattle, 
25 acres of produce and 150 acres 
of sweet corn and beans,” Autumn 
said, “we obtained our meat-handlers 
license a few years ago and have 
been producing grass-fed, grain-
fi nished meat ever since.” On the 
produce side, they grow many fruits 
and vegetables, including tomatoes, 
sweet corn, potatoes, okra, lettuce, 

onions, caulifl ower and bell peppers.
A typical day on the farm usually 

starts around 8 a.m. by picking fresh 
produce in the fi eld before the farm 
store opens at 10. The rest of the day 
can encompass a variety of tasks, 
depending on the season, including 
packing wholesale orders, delivering 
to customers, marketing and social 
media. “What people sometimes 
don’t realize is that farmers aren’t 
just responsible for the crops but for 
marketing, fi nance and social media 
as well,” Autumn said, “we always try 
to wrap up around 7 p.m. so that we 
can have family time together before 
we do it all again.”

Although the hours can be diffi  cult, 
Autumn and her family love providing 
products that their customers enjoy, 
especially developing and releasing 
new ones. “We recently released a 
delivery system online for our meat 
boxes and it has been exciting to see 
that take off ,” Autumn said, “and 
now we are getting ready to release 
a charcuterie box option and I am 
interested to see how our customers 
react to those.”

In addition to online at their website, 
products from their farm can be found 
at the farmers markets in Mocksville 
and Surry counties as well as D&J 
Galaxy Food Center and Hawks’ 
Produce. If you are in the area, you 
can also experience products from 
Hunter Family Farms in a variety 
of dishes at Generations Restaurant 
in Jonesville and Reeves Theater & 
Cafe in Elkin. Autu mn’s favorite way 
to eat beef from their farm is to stir fry 
the steak on a Blackstone and serve it 
with stir fried veggies. “Eating local 
products is so important because not 

only do you know where your food 
is coming from but you know who 
you are supporting,” she said, “in our 
case, you are supporting our hopes, 
dreams and goals when you purchase 
products from our farm.”

In the future, Hunter Family Farms 

will continue to provide new and exciting 
products for their customers, including 
a punch card for their CSA members 
that gives them the opportunity to 
select their own produce each week. 
They also are working to open a store 
on site that includes a cold storage 

facility to sell their products and the 
products of other farmers across the 
state. We are proud to have farmers 
like Autumn and Landon helping 
lead the next generation of farmers 
and agriculture industry workers! 
#NCAgriculture

Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699
Sept. 4 ...........Barrel Racing Shaun McMillian Memorial. Contact Donald McMillian, 910-

374-1483   
Sept. 6 ...........Horse and Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878
Sept.11 ..........BBHA Open Show. Conatct Jerry King, 910-237-4525
Sept.18&19 ...Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey 540-570-8785
Sept. 25 .........Da Bomb Barrel Racing. Contact Josh Smith, 910-639-6387
Oct. 4 ............Horse and Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878

Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-792-5111
Sept. 4&5 ......NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-792-5111.
Sept.10-12 .....NCQHA – Tarheel Fall Classic. Contact Lynn Bodine, 704-905-6540.
Sept.18 & 19 Sunnyside Open Horse Show. Contact Trish Andrews, 252-799-0334.
Sept. 25 & 26 United Horsemen of the Carolinas Youth Show. Contact Nancy Barbee, 919-

619-1786.
Oct.16&17.....NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.
Oct.29-31 ......The East Coast Color-Rama. Contact Lori Smith, 336-309-9470.
Nov.19&20 ....NC Barrel Bonanza. Contact Fred Smith, 252-883-1641.
Dec. 4 & 5 .....NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
No events listed.  

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh,
Sept. 4&5 ......Labor of Love Dressage Show. Contact Wendy Warner, 207-701-7779.
Sept. 11 & 12 UPHA Chapter 12 Preview Weekend. Contact Peyton Hamilton, 803-431-1991.
Sept. 15-18 ....UPHA Chapter 12 State Championship. Contact Peyton Hamilton, 803-431-

1991.
Sept. 25 & 26 Triangle Wide Horseman’s Association Open Show. Contact Kim Moser, 919-

201-3606.
Oct.14-24 ......N.C. State Fair Horse Shows.
Nov. 4-8 ........ Jump for Children Duke I Benefi t Hunter/Jumper Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 

919-669-9877.
Nov. 11-15..... Jump for Children Duke II Benefi t Hunter/Jumper Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 

919-669-9877.
Dec. 4-6 ........ 10th Annual Holiday Classic Open Horse Show. Contact Richard Isley, 336-

908-3302.
Dec. 28-31 .....Raleigh Indoor Holiday Classic. Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
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Ran-Lew Dairy carrying on tradition with new ideas

NCDA&CS’ Emergency Programs preps for disaster 
 Hurricanes have become an 

unfortunate fact of life for North 
Carolinians in the last decade.

As the term “100-year storm” 
starts to look less and less reliable, 
preparing for devastating storms and 
the fl ooding that often follows has 
become vital for people all across 
the state. The same is true for the 
N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services’ Emergency 
Programs Division, which is responsible 
for coordinating preparation and 
response to natural disasters which 
aff ect agriculture.

Dealing with Hurricanes is mostly 
a matter of preparation said John 
Howard, NCDA&CS Emergency 
Programs Director.

“We spend a lot of our time 
leading up to Hurricane season 

having discussions with our partners 
both external and internal, and just 
making sure that everyone understands 
their part in the process,” he said. 
“We bring together resources and 
personnel from diff erent divisions 
and NGO’s, so making sure that we 
have that coordination ahead of time 
is important.”

Internally, Emergency Programs’ 
biggest partners are the NCDA&CS 
Veterinary Division and the NC Forest 
Service. These divisions contribute 
both personnel and resources across 
the entire state, helping with everything 
from large and companion animal 
search and rescue to disposing of 
dead animals before they become 
health hazards.

All of this operates within the 
Incident Command System, which 

is the standard framework used by 
emergency management organizations 
to share resources and information 
during an incident. The ICS allows 
the EP division to both organize the 
resources at its disposal while also 
being prepared to fi t into the larger 
statewide response to a disaster like 
a hurricane.

“During a hurricane event, we’ll 
get requests from the state Emergency 
Operations Center that are specifi cally 
within our wheelhouse,” Howard 
said. “From there we can decide to 
open up our own Ag EOC, where we 
bring our people to work together in 
the same place.”

As hurricanes become more 
common, it is important for emergency 
management groups to train constantly 
in order to minimize the amount of 

time it takes to respond. The state is 
in the middle of hurricane season, 
which runs from June 1 through Nov. 
30 and is predicted to have between 
13 and 20 named storms.

Major storms are getting more 
common, Howard said. Within the 
last fi ve years, the North Carolina has 
experienced multiple major fl oods, 
often called 100-year or 500-year 
fl oods to describe their rarity.

Dealing with that kind of threat 
takes cooperation with more than just 
internal partners. While Emergency 
Programs has the benefi t of being 
able to draw resources from across 
the entire NCDA&CS, the division 
also maintains partnerships with 
other groups who are well-equipped 
to handle specifi c challenges.

“We work with several non-

governmental organizations that are 
highly trained in animal search and 
rescue, high water rescue and that 
type of thing. Often on those types 
of events we have relatively few 
departmental staff , and instead we 
have memorandums of understanding 
with those groups to help us when 
they’re needed,” Howard said.

As we saw recently with the 
impact of Tropical Depression 
Fred in Western NC, emergency 
management experts across the state 
need to be prepared for disaster to 
strike anywhere. Howard summed up 
the EP division’s approach by quoting 
a former assistant commissioner.  

“Joe Reardon used to have a 
good saying for this,” he said. “We 
hope we never have to do any of 
this. But hope is not a strategy.”

Even after decades of family farming, there is always 
room for a new idea.

Take that from Randy Lewis, owner of Ran Lew Dairy 
in Snow Camp. A fi fth-generation dairy farmer, Lewis took 
over ownership of the farm in 1980, having bought the farm 
himself after his grandmother and mentor sold it among her 
family in the early 1970’s.

At the time, Lewis’ plan was to do as he’d always done – 
milk cows. Ran Lew Dairy has around 50 cows and produces 
whole milk, buttermilk, low-fat milk, chocolate milk and 
half-and-half. The farm had always been in the business of 
selling milk, but things eventually had to change, Lewis said. 
The farm could not be profi table because of low milk prices 
and drastically increased input costs over time.

“We’d been selling commercial milk forever, but it just 
got to the point where we couldn’t make a living anymore. 
We didn’t have enough land, couldn’t milk enough cows,” 
he said. “In this economy, you either get big, get out or fi nd 
a niche market. You have to fi nd a diff erent way.”

Before long, Lewis and niece Megan Mann Riggins had 
begun workshopping the idea of making Grade A yogurt to 
further expand what Ran Lew had to off er.

Tragedy would soon cast doubt on that plan. On Sept. 2, 
2012, Riggins, who was 37 weeks pregnant, died in a car wreck 
along with her unborn son when her vehicle hydroplaned while 
riding to the hospital after Riggins went into labor. The loss 
was a major blow to Lewis and his family, and the idea of 
carrying on with the yogurt project now seemed impossible.

“I knew that I wasn’t going to be able to make yogurt 
by myself. She was going to be the next one to take this up 
when I was gone. She was the heir apparent you might say,” 
he said. “I learned the trade from my grandmother and she 
learned it from me. To be honest, she’s the reason I held on 
to the cows as long as I did, because I fi gured she’d want to 
come back to it. But I also knew I had to carry on with it.”

Lewis decided to, in his own words, “put it up to the fates.”
“I put in an application for a grant,” he said. “I decided 

that if we got funded, I’d carry on, and if we didn’t get the 
funding I would quit.”

As the “fates” would have it, Lewis got the funding he 
needed. He kept on going, and nowadays Ran Lew Dairy 
is known for both its usual milk products and a range of 
homemade gelato fl avors. Lewis takes what he calls a “natural” 
approach to his milk, with as little processing as possible.

“All of our products are low-temperature pasteurized and 
not homogenized. My saying is that milk isn’t broken, and 
it doesn’t need fi xing,” he said. “In my opinion the less you 
do to it, the better it is and the better it is for you, so we do 
the absolute minimum as far as processing goes while still 
following the [Pasteurized Milk Ordinance].”

This way of doing things admittedly limits the kinds of 
products Ran Lew can make, Lewis said, but it also means that 
buyers can be completely confi dent in what they are getting.

That is important, because most of Ran Lew’s products 
go to wholesale instead of retail. As the business has grown, 
Lewis has been able to cultivate relationships with other local 
entities in order to fi nd more markets.

“Through the Got to Be NC program’s Flavors of Carolina 
food show, we were able to meet up with the chefs at Elon 
University. They’re in the same county as we are, and they 

seemed interested in what we were doing,” he said. “About 
two years ago they started buying eggnog from us. That’s 
what got us started, and then last spring they turned into our 
biggest account.”

This spirit of local cooperation has come to mean a lot to 
Lewis. Ran Lew Dairy sources as many products like peaches 
from Kalawi Farms and strawberries from Lewis Farms, T5 
Farms and Kirk Farms.

“It wasn’t something on my mind to begin with, but as I 
got more into it and started understanding how this works, 
I think we all need to be supporting each other as best we 
can,” he said. “This is the way I can do it, by buying products 
from local people. I buy strawberries from two guys next door 
whenever they’re in season.”

Ran Lew makes six gelato fl avors – chocolate, vanilla, 
butter pecan, chocolate mint, strawberry and buttermilk. 
Buying local also opens up opportunities for occasional 
specialty fl avors made from regional delights like pawpaw 
and honeysuckle.

Things tend to come full circle, however, and the “fates” 
once again had something to say about Ran Lew Dairy’s 
operations.

“Recently, the universities have started requesting that we 
make yogurt. That was always the plan between Megan and 
me before she died, but we’d kind of put that on the shelf,” 
Lewis said. “They’re looking for a local yogurt, and there 

wasn’t one available. We’ve been doing some research, and 
I think we’ve got it just about fi gured out, so with any luck 
we’re going to start making yogurt and have it ready by the 
time school starts back at Elon.”

It is a testament to Lewis and his team that, going on nine 
years after Riggins’ death, Ran Lew Dairy has not only adapted 
and thrived but even brought her original vision to life. Lewis 
credited his team for making Ran Lew’s success possible.

“Taylor Hayes is our bottling plant manager, and she 
also does all the processing and marketing Our social media 
is pretty good as far as I hear, and they always think I do it 
but I never know what they’re talking about,” he said with a 
laugh.” She’s an integral part of the process, and it would be 
hard for us to do what we do without her.”

Even younger members of Lewis’ family are getting 
involved.

“My younger niece Mikayla has come up and I’m transitioning 
her to being in the leadership role that Megan was probably 
going to take. She’s still learning, but she’s stepping up and 
doing a good job,” he said. “She’s getting the job done and 
I’m very proud of her for that.” 

Ran Lew Dairy products are available at certain retail 
outlets, as well as for curbside pickup at 3978 Lewis Road, 
Snow Camp. For more information, visit https://ranlewdairy.
com or check them out on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/RanLewMilk.

Above left, dairy farmer Randy 
Lewis produces egg nog in ad-
dition to milk and gelato on 
his farm. Future plans include 
yogurt production.  Above right, 
Lewis is pictured with Taylor 
Hayes, bottling plant manager 
for the dairy. At left, a beautiful 
rainbow is seen over the Snow 
Camp farm. (Photos courtesy 
of Ran-Lew Dairy.) 
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Farmland
Wanted

Hay & Grain
For Sale

Land for sale must consist 
of at least 3 acres and be 
used for agricultural pur-
poses, i.e. cultivation, raising 
livestock and/or other farm 
commodities.

Advertisers must indicate 
use of land.

Farmland
For Sale

Farm Labor
For Sale

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Equipment
Wanted

FARM EQUIPMENT FARM EQUIPMENT Horses & 
Supplies
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: All 
equine 6 mos. or older 
must have a current 
negative Coggins test. 
Advertisers must supply 
the accession number 
of test, the name of lab 
doing the test, the date 
of test and results for 
each equine advertised. 

Lrg horse barn for rent, 
180 ft., 8 stalls, riding rink, 
6 ac pasture, fencing, inclds 
water, $450/mo; mobile home 
avail. Dianne Watterson, 
Lexington 240-498-0733.

2-horse farm wagon, 
solid frame, tongue & wheels, 
needs bed, $1,500. Martin 
Carter, Apex 919-255-2366 
or 362-0048.

Fore cart by I & J Manu-
facturing, Ha linger size, 
$500 cash. Cara Lucas, 
McLeansville 336-269-9154.

Horse boarding, stables, 
tack room, pasture, places to 
ride, $150/horse. Joe Snow, 
Thurmond 336-648-5997.

Horse pasture for rent, 
inclds water, stalls, rnd ring, 
$150/horse; 2 or more, 
$125/horse; 1 mo  security 
deposit. Billy Yeargin, Wen-
dell 919-771-4794.

Horses &
Supplies
Wanted

Donkey, male or female. 
Edward May Sr., McLeansville 
336-656-4908 or 495-8275. 

High quality hay, shed 
kept,  deliv avail, 4x5, $40. 
Phillip Cole, Burlington 
336-264-4143 or Preston, 
447-5593.

2021 orchard grass, fes-
cue, & fescue/orchard grass, 
horse, sheep, goat quality, 
$5-$8.50 /sq bale; 2020 sq 
& rnd avail. Barry Lindley, 
Pittsboro 919-742-4009.

Fescue, sq bales, $5 ea. 
Darren Britt, Denton 336-
964-6769.

Horse quality hay, deliv 
avail, $35/rl. H. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606.

Kentucky 31 hay, 4x4 
rnd, 1st & 2nd cut, ields 
turned/fert last yr, $35/
bale. Spencer Selle, Mebane 
704-310-9970.

Mixed orchard grass, 
2021 cut, 4x4 rnd, $30/bale. 
Noel McCraw, Hendersonville 
828-808-5803.

Hay, tight 4x5 bales, net 
wrapped, barn kept, ields 
sprayed/fert, $35/bale, 
deliv avail for extra fee. 
Tyler Johnson, Siler City 
919-548-1575.

Land to lease for deer 
hunting, w/in 2 hr. drive of 
Lexington. David Watterson, 
Lexington 336-989-8829.

Land to lease for dove 
hunting, gun dog training, 
Forsyth or surrounding co; 
will plant/maintain property. 
Randall Patterson, Winston 
Salem 336-528-1074 or Bill 
Cowan, 336-406-6007.

Deer hunting land to lease, 
Piedmont area, ref avail. Jim 
Bumgarner, Kernersville 336-
338-1315, lv msg.

10 ac for lease SE Rocking-
ham co, fenced, lush pasture, 
$300/mo; 7 ac ield suitable 
for organic farming, $1,000/
yr. Norbert Hector, Browns 
Summit 919-368-4411.

59 ac Surry co, heavily 
wooded, wildlife, $199,900. 
Ken McDowell, Asheboro 
336-302-9225.

Farm fencing, woven wire 
w/wooden posts, board, other 
types, $6.15/ft. labor or less. 
David Watterson, Lexington 
336-989-8829.

Electric fence box repair, 
afw, tsc, ssc, parmak, $15/hr. 
Bobby Nichols, N. Wilkesboro 
336-927-2850.

Fencing, all types, cattle, 
privacy, other, $500 nego. 
Benjamin Glasscoe, Thom-
asville 336-726-4178.

 Differential for 1953 JD 
tractor, 50 series, GC, reason-
able price. Charlie Morgan, 
Zebulon 919-413-4806.

Ford 309 corn planter 
plates; corn, beans, sorghum 
& iller plates; Ford 309 corn 
planters for parts. Charles 
Chamelin, Kernersville 336-
769-4418.  

1 pt bush hog, 4 ft., GC; 
super A hood for restoration 
project, straight w/4 holes. 
Danny & Pamela Langley, 
Staley 336-549-6893.

Trans linkage for Komatsu 
dozer, D41S-3, S/N 06001 & 
up. Tommy Sink, Lexington 
336-787-5996.

Brillion drill for sm seed 
planting, 3 pt, 6-8 ft. wide. 
Henry Wilson, So. Pines 910-
639-0714.

Weinig 22A or 22N moulder, 
6-head, 1 13/16” spindles. 
Eddie Moretz, Deep Gap 828-
963-0883.

Howse bush hog side over 
for old 76411 AgMo gearbox. 
Charlie Killian, Charlotte 704-
807-6241.

JD 450 end grain drill for 
parts. Dwayne Medley, Ennice 
336-657-8419.

2 headlight units for MF 
35 tractor, working cond, not 
rusty, offering $15 ea; can p/u 
or pay shipping. Robert Burns, 
Holly Springs 919-552-6420.

Ford 3000 tractor or MF 
135, running or not. F. Johnson, 
Burlington 336-567-9663.

Factory fork attachment & 
bucket for Long 5320 front end 
loader; quick attach, not skid 
steer. Gary Michael, Lexington 
336-239-3717.

Tractor tires, 23.1 x 26 
R-1 & 18.4 x 34 R-1, VGC. John 
Davis, Raleigh 919-772-3007.

 Restored Super C, $4,500; 
restored Oliver Super 44, 
$8,500. Miles Little, Midland 
704-791-1438.

Drag chain for BBI Lime/
Litter spreader, GC, 80% life 
remaining, $900. John Cook, 
Aberdeen 910-639-1571.

Snapper lawn mower for 
parts, $60. Thomas Cotner, 
Siler City 919-742-3446.

Crone 4-basket ted-
der, $6,450; NH tractor w/
cab, 4x4 loader, 160 hrs., 
$43,500. H.O. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606.

Howe disc harrow, 5 ft., 
16-blade, adjustable cut-
ting, $800. Boyd Johnson, 
Morganton 828-413-2316.

JD 40 tractor, GC, RG, 
good tires & sheet metal, 
manuals, $4,500. Donna 
Emerson, Bear Creek 336-
516-0378.

Dearborn lumber wagon, 
$600; Wood-Mizer LT40NDG, 
$10,750; Harlo fork truck, 
on MF 40, $7,000. Ed Crook, 
Winston Salem 336-788-7308.

1964 Ford 4000 trac-
tor, 5-spd, gas, GC, $4,500. 
Denny Barney, Mocksville 
336-909-5180.

3,000 bu grain  bin, 
already taken down, just 
needs to be moved, $5,000. 
Stephanie Brown, Thurmond 
336-452-2872, call/text.

2 IH Cub tractors, 1 
fast hitch, 1 w/rebuilt eng/
planter, 2 plows, disc, scrape 
blade, other equip, $3,500/
all. Michael Hines, Lakeview 
910-690-7361.

MF trip plow, 4-16, $500; 
8x10 steel bed, 1-ton, $500. 
Henry Garrett, Liberty 336-
685-4790.

NH 846 baler, auto wrap, 
$1,200; NH 845 baler, auto 
wrap, $1,000; IH-Case 3650 
baler, $2,500; JD 1207 haybine 
$900. C. Bland, Elon 336-212-
6669.

Bush Hog QT2400 front end 
loader, w/forks, no bucket, off 
AC 175, $1,400. Jimmy Coble, 
Mebane 336-684-2919.

NI corn picker, 1-row, new 
tires, $1,500; gravity box, 
$350. Wayne Bullins, Madison 
336-552-0188.

Grain box & trailer, $300; 
6 ft. bush hog, 3 pt, $800; to-
bacco stringer, $150. J. Lloyd 
Mabe, Danbury 336-703-8232.

1963 JD 1010 special, 
restored, new tires, $3,500. 
Jack Wall, Dobson 336-374-
2159 or 648-2903.

Tu line 16-disc harrow, 
GC, ield ready, $450 obo. 
Timothy Lambeth, Winston 
Salem 336-745-6693.

Fert spreader, metal, 3 pt, 
GC, $400. Richard Hice, Pleas-
ant Garden 336-674-6230.

IH post hole digger, new 
auger, $350 cash; 9-pt ripper, 
$350 cash. Melvin Johnson, 
Statesville 704-872-4036.

NH 849 rnd baler, 5x5, 
manual tie, $500. Bill Joines, 
Traphill 336-927-4995.

K-9 grain combine, 12 
ft. lathead w/corn header, 
$1,000. Wade Ward, Cher-
ryville 704-678-8440.

Bush Hog RDTH-72 inishing 
mower, 3 pt, rear discharge, 6 
ft. cutting width, $1,800 cash. 
Cara Lucas, McLeansville 336-
269-9154.

1959 Ford 801 tractor, 
172 cu in. eng, sm leak at pto, 
w/7 ft. King disc & boom pole, 
$3,900. Mike Roberts, Saint 
Pauls 910-374-4795, text.

McCormick/Itnl 209A 
moldboard plow, 3 pt, 2/16 
in., $250; Woods RB700 rear 
scrape blade, 3 pt, $475. 
Charles McPherson, Mebane 
919-563-3032, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Minn Moline G450 trac-
tor, GC, sheltered, 1 owner, 
$5,000; NH 474 haybine, GC, 
$1,400. Gayla Hoyle, Crouse 
704-732-7191.

2020 JD 6155M, $122,000; 
GP 1006NT no till drill, $22,000; 
2017 NH 7330, 2 pt, $17,000; 
Kuhn GF5001 tedder, $4,000. 
G. Rayle, Pleasant Garden 
336-382-3732.

Ag Rain irrig reel, 1,000 
ft. hose, GC, $10,000. Kenneth 
Ladd, Harmony 704-880-0176.

Hud-Son Oscar 18-band 
sawmill, cuts logs 14 ft. long 
x 18 in. diameter, $1,850. 
Tim Crotts, Lawndale 704-
692-3201.

1994 TAFE 35DI tractor, 
similar to MF 135, starts/runs, 
needs motor work, $1,000. 
Thad Reames, Huntersville 
704-575-2612.

Papec hammermill, com-
plete w/bagger, belt driven or 
elec motor, solid hammers, 
$500. Eddie Moretz, Deep 
Gap 828-963-0883.

1941 Oliver 90 tractor, steel 
wheels, RG, $5,000. Don Ben-
nett, Pinnacle 336-351-2893.

Befco 209 dry fert app, 
$600; B&S power reverse 
tiller, $200; Agri-Fab 38-in. 
lawn sweep, $100; other 
equip. Shelly Paradise, Siler 
City 919-868-9696, text.

Unico grain/utility auger, 
14 ft., hd Century 110v elec 
motor, auger & motor kept 
dry, GC, $350. James Dodson, 
Madison 336-613-2259.

2020 Enorossi BFS-210 
sickle bar mower, manual 
fold, 7 ft. bar, 2 cutting bars, 1 
unused, $4,750. Bill Mullinix 
Jr. Rich ield 704-985-5206 or 
850-4249.

Used manure spreader, 
3 ft. W x 6 ft. L, GC, $125. 
Andy Brown, Rockwell 704-
279-2791.

JD 466 baler, twine tie, GC, 
1,376 bales, $13,000. Larry 
Edwards, Mt. Ulla 704-252-
0003.

2001 JD 5065E, EC, 65 hp, 
new brakes, starter & clutch, 
good tires, w/loader, $18,000. 
John Caudle, Peachland 704-
201-2312.

Fiat-Allis FL9 track loader, 
FC, $16,000. Wayne Hutchens, 
Lewisville 336-466-3197.

Ford 4630 tractor, big 
frame English version, 2,200 
hrs., new clutch & paint, roll 
bar, canopy, front wgts, needs 
rear tires, $10,500. David Elliott 
Kernersville 336-416-4517.

Corn elevator/baggers, 
elec motors, $1,800 & up; 
recond NI 324 picker, $5,250; 
rubber inger wheels, misc 
used parts for NI pickers, $25 
& up. Bobby Brannan, Sanford 
919-770-1353.

1939 Farmall F30, SN 
FB29343N, new front tires & 
tubes, many other new parts, 
hand crank fair, $2,500 irm. 
Alan Hodge, Gastonia 704-
460-0283.

3-14 trip plow, new points, 
$350. Jimmy Craver, Clemmons 
336-764-2768.

Equipment
For Sale

Ads are run free for N.C. 
residents & can be submitted by 
mail to 1001 Mail Service Cen-
ter, Raleigh NC 27699-1001; 
online at www.AgReview.org; or 
by fax to 919-733-5047. Ads 
must include name, address 
including zip code, phone num-
ber including area code, and 
price or price range for every 
item being sold. 

 Deadline for each issue is 
noon on the fi rst working day 
of the month prior to publica-
tion. Limit is 30 words, editor 
reserves right to edit or reject 
ads. Limit 2 ads/person in dif-
ferent categories.

Classifi ed 
Ads
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POULTRY & SUPPLIES

Trucks & 
Trailers 
Wanted

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

Supplies
For Sale

FARM SUPPLIES

Poultry &
 Supplies 
Wanted

SEEDS & PLANTS

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Seeds & Plants
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses off ering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 
Industry Division at 800-206-9333 
or 919-707-3730.

To keep up with the latest 
on the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services,  check out the 
department’s blog at www.
ncagr.gov/blog.

Read more on ag

LIVESTOCK

Supplies
Wanted

Livestock
For Sale

HAY & GRAIN

Small Animals
For Sale

Ford Ranger 4 cyl manual 
trans, 1990s or later model, 
reasonable price. Charlie 
Morgan, Zebulon 919-413-
4806.

Truck tires for front or 
rear, size 10-20, GC or re-
caps; Dayton rims for same 
size tires to replace 2-piece. 
Anthony Ragland, Sanford 
919-353-4988.

Low deck trailer, 2-ton, 
18 ft., w/springs & ramps, 
GC. J.F. Morgan, Stan ield 
704-617-8678.

1951 Ford F6 dump 
truck, V8 lat head, stuck, 
shed kept, $3,000. Rod 
Tomberlin, Oakboro 704-
485-3954.

1979 Itnl fuel truck, 1,600 
gal tanks, meter, hose reel, 
RG, ready to use, $2,000. 
Miles Little, Midland 704-
791-1438.

Ford 9000 truck, GC; 
Montone 26 ft. dump trailer, 
93,000 mi, GC, new roll 
over tarp, $29,000/both. 
Kenneth Ladd, Harmony 
704-880-0176.

1966 Ford F- 100 short 
bed, 352 eng, all orig, runs, 
drives, $9,000. Robert Johnson, 
Kernersville 336-788-8402.

1989 Ford F-150, auto, 
4x4 short bed, 156,000 mi, 
no dents, trans overhauled, 
$4,500. Wayne Dickerson, 
Ruf in 336-552-6284.

T-posts, 5 & 6 ft. J.D. Isley, 
Reidsville 336-349-7368.

Catawba worms to re-
stock tree. Richard Simmons, 
Clarendon 910-640-7114.

Hit & miss eng & 5 gal ice 
cream freezer setup; White 
Mtn or Country Freezer, 10 
qt & up. Rob Hall, Roxboro 
336-503-7183.

Old glass top gas pump 
& air meter, $2,000 ea. Miles 
Little, Midland 704-791-1438.

Barrels w/lids & rings, 
$20; 275 gal food grade totes, 
$100; burning barrels, $10; 
solid top plastic, $10. Jeff Brit-
tain, Hickory 828-327-4782.

Myers shallow well pump, 
110 or 220v, 1 hp, EC, $175. 
Jack Matthews, Charlotte 
704-846-1903.

Daewoo stand-by genera-
tor, model DB58, 60 kw, auto 
switch box, 139 hrs., $10,000 
obo. William Fox, Hiddenite 
828-312-9736.

Red cedar posts, 6 & 8 ft., 
$2.50-$3.50. Thomas Cotner, 
Siler City 919-742-3446.

AF elec fence controller, 30 
mi, $50; AF 5-21 fence control-
ler, $25; Oregon-Advance cut 
D70 chain, $20. Steve McLester, 
Locust 704-485-4632.

Fuel tank, 285 gal, metal 
cradle stand, FC, $425. Roger 
Gann, Asheboro 336-879-2024.

Concrete pipe, 4 lengths, 
$32-$96 ea; cast iron pipe, 18 
ft. x 6 in. long, 16 in. diameter, 
$400. D.J. Sears, Apex 919-
218-1820.

600 old tobacco sticks, 
$150; fuel tank, 250 gal, 8 
ft. tall iron stand, w/hose 
nozzle & connections, $150. 
Cliff Bampton, Pittsboro 919-
542-5077.

Propane tanks, (1) 100 
gal & (1) 200 gal, p/u only, 
free. David Arron, Snow Camp 
336-567-9663.

JD 4045 power units, 120 
hp, Cornell pumps, 2,000 hrs., 
GC, $10,000. Kenneth Ladd, 
Harmony 704-880-0176.

Porcelain wire holders, 
attaches to wood, 190 avail, 
$0.20 ea. Joe Beane, Asheboro 
336-953-5919. 

Natural gourds, several 
sizes, sm to lrg, for bird 
houses, crafts, $2 ea. Bob 
Whitaker, Mocksville 336-
469-4822, no texts.

Fence posts, (45) 3 ½ x 
5 ft., GC, $5 ea; new water 
pump, SEB2YLE3C, 3.5 hp, 
$300. J. Lloyd Mabe, Danbury 
336-703-8232.

Clear canning jars, ½ gal, 
reg mouth, Kerr, Mason, Ball, 
$2.50 ea; fire extinguisher 
off combine, 2 ½ gal, water 
type, $35. Gary Michael, 
Lexington 336-239-3717.

Tennessee redback rabbits, 
ground started, buy 10, get 
1 free, $12 ea. Mark Hinson, 
Goldsboro 919-734-7800.

NZ rabbits, red, white, 
blue, blk, broken; silver fox, 
Californian, standard rex, $25 
& up,  pending age, sex, qual-
ity. Delbert, Spillman, Sophia 
336-498-7103.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, 
NC 27370.

Sun lower seeds, 12-14 
lb. lower, 15-18 in. diameter, 
SASE & $3/25 seeds; $5/50 
seeds. N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn 
Rd, Trinity, NC 27370.

Blueberry plant variety, 
early, mid, late season; lrg 
order discount, covid han-
dling measures, $3.50-$15. 
Michael Crippen, Garland 
910-529-1469.

Boxwood bushes, 2-5 ft., 
around 400 avail, buyer digs, 
$10 ea. Rhod Lowe, Salisbury 
704-202-9605, Mon-Sat, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Blk walnut trees, 5 gal 
pots, all in Miracle Gro, ready 
to plant, p/u only, $15 ea. 
Michael Posey, Durham 919-
621-4245.

Muscadine & scuppernong 
vines, 3-4 ft., healthy, potted, 
several varieties, clean envi-
ronment, $15. Bob Whitaker, 
Mocksville 336-469-4822, 
no texts.

Native perennials, wide 
selection, full lats of 18, 
$49.95. Greg Bruhn, Raleigh 
919-790-0480.

Blueberry rabbiteye, pot-
ted, 16 m/o, Premier, Climax, 
Ti blue, Powderblue, $7 ea 
 w/discount for  lrg orders. 
Michael Roberson, Trinity 
336-862-3488.

Ag motors for chicken 
house fans, 110v, ½ hp to 1 
hp. Anthony Ragland, Sanford 
919-353-4988.

Pigeons, city or barn, will 
climb barns/old bldgs to ex-
tract at night, or will pay for 
them. Matt Biz, Creedmoor 
919-847-6336, hma.biz@
outlook.com. 

2021 Bantams, Old English 
silver duckwing, very sm, $5 
ea & up. Wade Shelton, Mt. 
Airy 336-374-2254.

6,000 started pullets, vaccs, 
debeaked, $8 & up. E.D. Snider, 
Staley 336-708-2998.

Mallard ducks, $20 ea 
or $35/pair. Rebecca Spivey, 
Seagrove 336-953-0991.

Peacock chicks, blk shoul-
der & India blue, $25 & up. 
Richard Simmons, Clarendon 
910-640-7114.

Golden comet pullets, 
21-22 w/o, laying very well, 
$11 ea. Lee Lanier, Lexington 
336-309-3165.

California, silver California, 
blue scale, gambel; 8 breeds 
bobwhite; partridge, Philby, 
chukar, Hungarian, $3 & up. 
Jimmy Furr, Stan ield 704-
888-0213.

Ameraucana bantams, 6 
m/o & up, some full blood, 
some mixed, lays blue eggs, 
$5 & up. Robert Burns, Holly 
Springs 919-552-6420.

Chickens ,  Dominique, 
Copper blk marans, Rhode 
Island reds;  10 chick min, $5 
& up. Joe Snow, Thurmond 
336-648-5997, Saturday only.

21 Acme sidewall fans, 
48 in., $150 ea obo. William 
Fox, Hiddenite 828-312-9736.

Birmingham roller pi-
geons, performance bred, 
great spinners, $20 & up ea. 
Darrell Dennis, Randleman 
336-318-9285, after 6 p.m.

Guinea keets, variety of 
colors, hatching weekly, $3.50 
ea. Charles Moore, West End 
305-807-9898 or 910-295-
6953.

Australian blk swans & 
mute swans, $400 & up; Cape 
Barren geese, $400 ea. Jim 
Simpson, Indian Trail 704-
361-6497.

Heritage bronze turkeys, 
naturally raised by mother, 
$20 & $25 depending on age. 
Jo Leath, Burlington 336-266-
5313 or text 919-302-0207.

Geese, 2021 hatch, various 
breeds, $50 ea. N. Hobson, 
Pittsboro 336-684-2240.

Boar x Kiko bucks & 
does, 1-3 m/o, parents on 
site, $180-$300. Paul Shaver, 
Salisbury 704-640-6819.

Nubian doeling, dob 
6/21, reg, $250. L.A. Mize, 
Lexington 336-250-4520.

French Alpine wethers, 
$175 ea; doelings, $150-$225; 
milkers avail. N. Hobson, 
Pittsboro 336-684-2240.

 Yearling & 2 y/o bulls, 
polled, b German Fleckvieh 
& traditional Simmental, 
$1,500-$2,500. Preston 
Cornelius, Mooresville 704-
957-5654.

Blk Angus herd bulls, 
steers & heifers, Traveler, GT 
Maximum & 727 Executive 
bloodline, $700 & up. Tim 
Moss, Graham 336-376-3773, 
5-11 p.m.

Reg Angus & SimAngus 
bulls, calving ease & ef i-
ciency, $2,895; 2020 Angus 
heifers, weaned & vaccs, 
$1,200. Steve McPherson, 
Snow Camp 336-263-6042.

Reg belted Galloway bull, 
dob 1/7/19, dun & white, 
dam is red, will deliv in NC, 
$2,500. A. Furr, Rockwell 
704-798-3460.

Kune Kune/Juliana x boar 
& sow, 2 y/o, never bred, 
$300/pair  obo; or $200 ea. 
Dustin Tanner, Salisbury 
980-345-7292.

Reg Angus bull, 4 ½ y/o, 
gentle, $3,000. Drew Sherrill, 
Statesville 704-585-6625.

6 Angus-Simmental 
heifers, dob May-July 2019, 
grass fed, chem-free pastures, 
ready for service, $1,000 & 
up. Murray Cohen, Pittsboro 
919-742-4433.

Reg Santa Gertrudis, calves, 
$650 & up; bulls, $1,000 & up; 
cow/calf pairs, $2,500 & up. 
Charles O’Bryant III, Reidsville 
336-908-0276.

Polled Hereford bull, 
calved 12/14/19, pure, not 
reg, gentle & tested, $1,600. 
Barry Dellinger, Cherryville 
704-740-5444.

4 pb Nigerian dwarf goats, 
male; (1) ¾ Nigerian ¼ Nubian 
male, all 3 m/o, blue eyes, 
$125 ea. Missy Fine, Denton 
336-596-0234.

Blk SimAngus bred heif-
ers & cows, calving this fall, 
$1,500-$2,000. William Pyle, 
Franklinton 919-215-5677.

Blk Angus, Traveler blood-
line, natural grown, (3) 6 y/o 
cows, $1,200 ea; (3) 3 y/o 
cows, 2 w/calves, bred back, 
$1,500 ea. Marisa Martin, 
Lenoir 828-640-4029.

Blk Angus cattle w/calves, 
$1,000-$1,400. Tony Tripi, 
Cameron 203-314-3510.

Charolais bull, 4 y/o, polled, 
gentle, $1,500. Wilbur Reeves, 
Statesville 704-929-0923.

Boer doe, dob 6/1/21, reg 
herd, tame, $300; fainting 
buck, dob 1/31/21, tan w/
blk & white markings, healthy, 
$90. Dodd Linker, Clemmons 
336-712-2484.

Kiko/Savanna crosses, 
kidded 4/21, quality blood-
lines, healthy; bucklings for 
breeding/ inishing, $125-
$150. David Ward, Burlington 
336-266-1457.

Kiko billy goat, dob 3/21, 
$300. Richard Eaton, East 
Bend 336-793-6500.

Sim/SimAngus, ai genetics, 
open heifers, $900/up; bred 
heifers & cows, $1,500/up; 
2 y/o pb Sim bull, $1,800; 3 
y/o SimAngus bull, $3,000. 
Philip Watson, Bear Creek 
919-395-4090.

Horse quality hay, spring 
2021 cut, no rain, $5/sq bale. 
Vernon Hill, Mt. Pleasant 
980-621-5091.

Horse quality fescue/
orchard grass mix, 4x5 rnd, 
no rain, sheltered, 1st cut, 
$45/bale; 2nd cut, $40/
bale. Jay Hohn, Archdale 
336-289-3686.

Alfalfa & alfalfa/orchard 
grass, sq bales, $10 & up. 
Derek Teague, Catawba 828-
446-6111.

Orchard grass mix, $5/
bale. J. Lloyd Mabe, Danbury 
336-703-8232.

2021 fescue, spring cut, 
horse quality, no rain, can 
deliv, $6/bale. Allen Moore, 
Summer ield 336-706-1157.

Peanut hay, rnd bales, 
net wrapped, $25-$30/bale. 
Larry Bullock, Greenville 
252-883-4748.

Kentucky 31 fescue grass 
seed, 50 lb. bags, $70. Kyle 
Almond, New London 704-
463-5988.

Orchard grass/fescue 
mix, $35/rnd bale; orchard 
grass, $5/sq bale; cow hay, 
$25/rnd bale. Johnny Sowers, 
Lexington 336-239-3020. 
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N.C. State Fair readying to welcome fans Oct. 14-24

Porter Farms host Spartan races at the farm 

Fairgoers at the 2021 N.C. State Fair will fi nd some of their 
favorite exhibits in new locations this year with the move of 
the Got to Be NC Pavilion into Dorton Arena, the NC Public 
House into the South Side of Dorton Arena and the Folk 
Festival near the Old Church by the Village of Yesteryear.

“We are excited to bring North Carolina-made food, cheese 
and beverages into one central location in the iconic Dorton 
Arena,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “The 
Got to be NC exhibit is a favorite of fairgoers, often drawing 
long lines of visitors. Moving the vendors, displays and 
cheesemakers into Dorton Arena will off er a larger space to 
include more vendors and provide more space for consumers 
to sample featured products and shop for their favorites.”

Guests can sample beer, wine, cider or soda on the South Side 
of Dorton Arena closest to Hillsborough Street, with a roped-
off , outdoor seating area provided outside Dorton. Previously, 
the NC Public House had been located in Heritage Circle. 

Folk Festival performances will move to a tent beside the 
Old Church near the round Holshouser Building. The move 
aligns the Folk Festival near other heritage crafts and exhibits 
in the Village of Yesteryear and in Heritage Circle. The Folk 
Festival is both a competition and celebration of North Carolina 
dance and music. The individual and group performances draw 
a crowd because of their high-energy and lively music daily.
New in 2021

 -- On Sunday, Oct. 17, the State Fair will host its fi rst 
accessABILITY Day presented by Bandwidth. This special 
event day for people with disabilities, will off er a quieter, less 
stimulating environment with rides, games and vendor booths 
operating with no lights or music from 8 a.m. to noon. And 
music on the entertainment stages will be acoustic sets with light 
amplifi cation. Throughout the day, there will be a Bandwidth 
Chill Out Zone, off ering a quieter spot for guests who may need 
to take a break from the busy outdoor atmosphere; specially 
designed inclusive or adaptive “on the spot” competitions, 
noise cancelling headphones that can be checked out and 
guidebooks highlighting all the inclusive activities off ered. 
 -- If you are into competitions, several new ones might 
pique your interest, including decorated Christmas trees, 

painted rocks, planted wheelbarrows, decorated footwear and 
decorated socks.  The deadline to enter is Sept. 15, so there 
is still time to sign up. The decorated Christmas tree contest 
features two categories of decorations – one for any holiday 
theme and a second for vintage or antique ornaments. The 
competition is limited and entrants will be selected in a raffl  e-
style drawing. You can fi nd out more about the competitions 
at www.ncstatefair.org and click on the competitions tab.
-- North Carolina’s livestock industry will have more days to 
highlight it’s contribution to the state’s economy. Livestock 
competitions will expand, spreading competitions out over three 
weekends beginning Sunday, Oct. 10, with open meat goat 
shows.  The junior competition kicks off  Wednesday, Oct. 13, 
running through Thursday, Oct. 21. The Junior Livestock Sale of 

Champions moves to Friday, Oct. 22, in the Jim Graham Building. 
Activities take place in the Jim Graham Building, Exposition Center 
-- A new Forestry and Soil and Water Conservation building 
will make its debut in 2021. A special feature of the building 
is that the walls will be covered in boards representing all 
North Carolina wood types.  Check it out up the hill from 
Heritage Circle.

The 2021 N.C. State Fair is slated for Oct. 14-24 at the 
North Carolina State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. The fair off ers 
an experience unique to North Carolina for all who attend, 
and is a great value with free entertainment, thrilling rides 
and games, thousands of animals, endless family activities, 
competitions, vendors and creative deep-fried food delights. 
For more information, visit www.ncstatefair.org

Every Friday on social media, 
we post a Farm Feature Friday 
showcasing one of our dedicated 
North Carolina farmers, including 
young farmers just starting out in the 
industry. Jared Porter with Porter 
Farms Inc. in Mt. Pleasant is one of 
those farmers. The #FarmFeatureFriday 
campaign will run through December 
2021 on our Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram pages. Be sure to tune 
in each Friday afternoon on social 
and help show your support for our 
local farmers!

Jared Porter and his family bring 
a competitive edge to the farming 
industry at their family farm in Mt.  
Pleasant. At Porter Farms, not only 
does the Porter family raise a variety of 
livestock animals, including cows and 
pigs, but they also host three obstacle 
course races each year, including the 
well-known Spartan race.

Jared remembers growing up on 
the farm and, although he worked 
in another industry for several years 
before returning home, he has always 
had a passion and love for agriculture. 
“I grew up on the tractor helping my 
dad, from the age of eight, with the 
cows and hay operation,” he said, 
“even though I worked as a police 
offi  cer in Charlotte for 8 years before 
returning home, I always knew that 
I wanted to come back to the family 
farm. This place was my end goal 
because this is my true passion.”

Currently the farm is home to 
2,000 pigs, seven chicken houses 
and 350 cattle. Jared and his family 
grow their own hay for the animals 

and corn silage on a seasonal basis. 
Most of their animals are sold to larger 
industry producers such as Tyson 
Foods and Smithfi eld Foods.

In addition to their livestock 
operation, the farm hosts a variety 
of events for the public including 
weddings and obstacle course races. 
“The obstacle courses being held on 
the farm honestly just fell into our lap 
about eight years ago,” Jared said. 
Every April, nearly 10,000 people 
come out to the farm and participate 
in the Spartan Race. “It is defi nitely 
the biggest one held on the farm,” 
Jared said, “they build obstacles on 
about half of our acreage.” Later in the 
year, Bonefrog and Muddy Princess 
USA are also held on the farm to not 
only get the public involved in the 
workout, but also to inspire them and 
support the community. “Bone Frog 
is a Navy Seal owned and operated 
obstacle course, so all the support 
from that race is for them and it is 
by far my favorite to run,” Jared said, 
“then later that same month we host 
the Muddy Princess race, which is 
women only and untimed to inspire 
an atmosphere of positivity.” Jared and 
his family enjoy running the courses 
as a team and seeing the public out 
on their farm.

Although the challenges can be 
stressful, they are also what keeps 
Jared going day to day. “I love big 
projects and a challenge,” he said, 
“I have a drive to the task and feel a 
huge sense of accomplishment when 
the problem is overcome.”

As a young person in agriculture, 
Jared reminds those looking for a future 

career in the industry to love what you 
do and rely on your passion every day. 
“Don’t do it if you’re always going 
to be looking at the clock, waiting for 
quitting time,” he said, “you must have 
a passion for it that drives you day in 
and day out to not only do what needs 

to be done but to improve upon it and 
constantly make it better.”

In the future, Jared and his family 
will continue to grow their operation 
through pasture improvements, 
expansion of the herd, upgrades to the 
wedding venue and more. He will also 

continue to raise his three children in 
a way that instills in them a love of 
agriculture and passion for the family 
farm. During his daily workouts or 
obstacle course races, you can fi nd 
Jared listening to Thunderstruck by 
AC/DC to keep his motivation going.


