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N.C. State Fair takes place Oct. 13-23

Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

Upcoming 
Field Days 

COVID relief funds available to seafood processors

Livestock shows are held throughout the fair, showcasing North Caolina’s signifi cant livestock industry. 
Livestock accounts for around 60 percent of total agricultural cash receipts.

Seafood processors, dealers and processing vessels who were financially 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic may be eligible for relief funds through 
a new grant program administered by the N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. 

North Carolina received $279,234 in relief funds through the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Seafood Processors Pandemic Response and Safety Block 
Grant Program. The program is intended to partially reimburse expenses 
associated with preparing for, preventing exposure to and responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic for seafood processing facilities and processing vessels.

“The application period is now open and runs through Nov. 30, but I would 
encourage seafood processors to apply early,” said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “Eligible expenses to be considered for relief payments to 

seafood processing facilities and processing vessels must have been incurred 
between Jan. 27, 2020 and Dec. 31, 2021.

USDA guidelines specify that grant funds are to reimburse businesses 
for qualifying expenses implemented in response to COVID-19. Eligible 
activities include workplace safety measures, market pivots, retrofitting 
facilities, transportation, worker housing and medical expenses. 

To apply, seafood processors can find the NCDA&CS Seafood Processors 
Pandemic Response and Safety Block Grant self-certification and assurances 
initial grant application at https://forms.office.com/g/bpMGEVHqHf. 

Applicants can find more USDA information, including answers to 
Frequently Asked Questions, at the following links: https://www.ams/usda.
gov/services/grants/sprs and https://ams.usda.gov/services/grants/sprs/faq.

With Oct. 13-23 just around the 
corner, the N.C. State Fair is busy 
gearing up to welcome new grounds 
entertainment, new competitions and 
a  new special event  at the NC Public 
House. Fairgoers may also notice the 
addition of a new entry gate off Youth 
Center Road, a new parking lot option 
and additional ticket buying kiosks 
near the gates. 

“We’re always evaluating our 
entertainment lineup and our operations 
to give fairgoers new things to look 
forward to each year while also 
improving their overall experience,” 
said fair manager Kent Yelverton. 
“This year the gates will open at 9 
a.m. except for a noon opening on 
Oct. 13. The 9 a.m. start aligns with 
the opening of the exhibition halls, 
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Above, the zigzag pattern cuts on leaves are a sign of this pest. 

Elm zigzag sawfl y 
latest invasive species

(See Specialty foods, pg. 3)

Specialty food winners named

Bucolic briefs
The Jewel of the Blue Ridge Vineyard & Greenhouse in Marshall will off er Mountain Grape School with 

the following in-person classes/workshops: Muscadine Home Winemaking – Oct. 1 and Entertaining With 
Wine – Oct. 15. Class times are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays All classes are $40 per person and includes a 
catered lunch. Register online at www.JeweloftheBlueRidge.com. Registration cutoff  is 48 hours prior to the 
class/workshop. Call Chuck Blethen, Jewel of the Blue Ridge Vineyard & Greenhouse Walapini, at  828-606-
3130.

***
The Southeastern Animal Fiber Fair will be held Oct. 21-23 at the WNC Ag Center in Fletcher. Check out 

spinning, knitting, weaving and felting demonstrations. Join a workshop or browse and shop with over 100 
vendors. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $5 a day 
or a three-day pass is $10. For more information, contact Lorri Helms, 828-680-0677.

***
The 80th N.C. Gourd Arts and Crafts Festival will be Nov. 5 & 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Holshouser 

Building on the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Admission is $3 for adults and free for children 12 and under. 
This festival features displays of gourds from around the world, special gourd workshops, and vendors 
of dried gourds, gourd seeds, gourd crafts, gourd art, books, t-shirts and crafting supplies. Great holiday 
presents! A variety of competitive categories are awarded ribbons and prizes. Details about the festival and a 
listing of gourd crafting workshops are on the website: www.ncgourdsociety.org.  For more information, call 
Paul Buescher, N.C. Gourd Society, at 919-696-0744.

***
The N.C. Fresh Produce Safety Task Force is hosting the N.C. Produce Safety Professionals Conference: 

Proactive Approaches to Strengthening Traceability and Crisis Response Nov. 15 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
at the N.C. A&T University Farm Pavilion in Greensboro.

This one-day conference will expand your knowledge on the importance of traceability and crisis 
management programs for produce farms. Speakers include industry representatives, traceability experts, 
regul ators and growers discussing lessons learned when these programs are put to the test during recall 
or outbreak investigations. Also discussed: What are the basic principles you should follow if your farm is 
implicated in an outbreak investigation? How do you communicate with regulators and consumers? How 
does farm insurance work under these circumstances? \

Registration, including lunch is $20. To register, go to https://go.ncsu.edu/producesafetyconference2022
or contact Lynette Johnston, N.C. State University, at 919-889-8418 or email lynette_johnston@ncsu.edu

***
The Cape Fear Poultry Association will hold an APA/ABA sanctioned open double, single junior and 

junior showmanship poultry shows Dec. 10 at the Johnston County Livestock Arena, 520 County Home 
Road, Smithfi eld. Judging begins at 9 a.m. and the event is open to the public. The deadline to enter is Dec. 5. 
Contact Donna Worthington, at 252-341-8706 or email at donna.worthington@aol.com.

***
As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department of Labor 

off ers safety videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing 
green tobacco sickness, hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat stress, migrant housing 
requirements, forklift safety, and information about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos 
are in English and Spanish to increase understanding of safety hazards and preventing accidents. To learn 
more about the NCDOL and the Agricultural Safety and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 
1-800-NC-LABOR (800-625-2267). NCDOL is also on Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Landowners with farms for sale or lease and farmers seeking land can also post their information at the 

NC FarmLink website hosted by the N.C. Cooperative Extension at https://www.ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu/
***

Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their information 
on the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. Anyone interested 
in listing their information can do so by fi lling out an online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page 
or by contacting NCDA&CS at 919-233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-
515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items 
capable of spreading harmful insects, diseases, and other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will 
be required to comply with all honey and bee industry regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not available 

at reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, rural business 
loans, disaster loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development bonds for agribusiness 
processing, ag-related manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more about Ag Finance Authority programs 
or to request a loan application, call 919-790-3949 or email at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

The N.C. Specialty Foods Association recently 
announced winners in its 2022 awards competition, 
with Alley Twenty Six  of Chapel Hill named Grand 
Champion for its passion fruit syrup. A total of 142 
entries were in competition across 11 categories. 

The complete list of winners by category follows:  
Baked Goods
First Place – Sweater Box Confections of Nags Head 

– Salted Chocolate Espresso Shortbread
Second Place – Sweater Box Confections of Nags 

Head – Chai Shortbread
BBQ Sauces
First Place – Battle Tested of Raleigh – Hickory 

Original (tied)
First Place – Mike D’s BBQ of Durham – Spicy 

BBQ Sauce (tied)
Second Place – Indulgent Essential Spices of 

Franklinton – Raspberry BBQ Sauce & Marinade
Beverages/ Beverage Mixes
First Place – Alley Twenty Six of Chapel Hill – 

Passion Fruit Syrup
Second Place – Alley Twenty Six of Chapel Hill– 

Blood Orange Syrup
Condiments
First Place – Julz’s Creations of Durham – You’re 

My Boy, Blue! Sweet Spicy Mustard

Second Place – Celebration Time of Raleigh – 
That’s-A Spicy Pizza Sauce-A!

Confections
First Place – The Durham Toffee Company of 

Durham – Brittled Nut Clusters
Second Place – The Durham Toffee Company of 

Durham – Durham Toffee (tied)
Second Place – Dew Drop Chocolates of Fuquay-

Varina – Coconut Dreams (tied)
Deli Meats, Cheese, Dairy
First Place – San Giuseppe Salami Co. of Elon – 

Habanero Garlic Salami
Second Place – Nana’s Porch of Charlotte – Original 

Pimento Cheese
Fruit Spreads, Jams, Jellies
First Place – Gotta Be Penelopes of Raleigh – 

Apricot Hot Pepper Jelly
Second Place – Gotta Be Penelopes of Raleigh – 

Mild Apricot Pepper Jelly
Hot Sauces
First Place – Rising Smoke Sauceworks of Efland 

– Synergy
First Place – Sea Monster Sauces of Wilmington 

– Danger Berry

 North Carolina’s newest invasive 
pest was recently found in Surry 
and Stokes counties by Elizabeth 
Edwards, the N.C. Forest Service’s 
Surry County assistant ranger. The 
detection was made just north of 
Pilot Mountain in the Westfield 
community. The elm zigzag sawfly 
had only been previously found in 
Québec, Canada in 2020 and Virginia 
in 2021. This pest is native to Asia 
but has spread to numerous countries 
outside of its native range.

“If you see a defoliating elm tree 
that you suspect is being impacted 
by this new invasive pest, note the 
location, try to safely photograph 
the insect and the leaves that have 
been eaten upon, and contact your 
local NCFS county ranger,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler. “As North Carolina’s list of 
invasive species gets a little longer, 
you can help us keep our forests 
healthy and thriving by reporting 
these bad bugs.”

Although small, the elm zigzag 
sawfly can cause significant damage 
to elm trees due to their ability to 
rapidly increase population size, said 
Brian Heath, NCFS forest health 
specialist. Elm zigzag sawflies can 
have multiple generations per year, 
as females reproduce without mating, 
which accelerates their population 
growth.

Typically, defoliation from an 
insect does not result in long-term 
health impacts to a tree. Many native 
caterpillars defoliate trees in the spring 
and fall, and trees are generally able 
to recover. However, it is too early to 
determine if that is the case with this 
insect, Heath said. As with the invasive 
spongy moth, repeated defoliation of a 
tree can result in weakened or stressed 
trees and in some cases, death.

Sawflies are a type of wasp that are 
unable to sting, making them harmless 
toward people and animals. They are 
named for their saw-like appendage 
used for egg-laying, and as young 
larvae they leave a “zigzag” pattern in 
the leaf when they feed. It is a small, 
green, caterpillar-like larva less than 
half an inch long and feeds exclusively 
on the leaves of elm trees.

Like other sawflies, adults are 
strong flyers which can lead to further 
spread from these established sites. 
Homeowners within infested areas 
should take caution to prevent spreading 
the sawfly as they can hitchhike on 
plants or soil, or as cocoons attached 
to various objects, Heath said.

People who suspect there is an 
infested tree in an area near them 
should contact their NCFS county 
ranger. To find contact information 
for your county ranger, visit https://
www.ncforestservice.gov/contacts. 
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Two inducted into the MSF Livestock Hall of Fame 

October AgroTips
Ensure that adequate nutrients will be available for a newly planted wheat crop.
If soil pH needs adjusting and you have not done so, go ahead and apply lime before planting. Next, give wheat 

a good start by fertilizing according to soil test recommendations, especially with regard to phosphorus, potassium 
and sulfur. When the crop is planted on time, 15 to 30 pounds of preplant nitrogen per acre should be suffi  cient to 
promote maximum growth and tillering.

Nutrition will be especially important if wheat is planted after grain sorghum on sandy soils with low CEC 
because soil nutrient reserves may have been signifi cantly depleted. In that situation, be particularly attentive to crop 
development. Yellowing, poor stand establishment and lack of tillering could signal a need for additional nitrogen 
as the season progresses.

Remember to check for nematode problems during crop harvest.
Plant-parasitic nematodes are common in all fi eld crop soils and often lower yields without being very apparent. 

Fall is an excellent time to fi nd out if nematode populations are high and, if so, to develop a plan to manage them. 
When the weather is good for harvest, it is also good for collecting soil samples for nematode assay.

Nematode populations peak at the end of the growing season so samples assayed at this time provide an accurate 
description of potential hazards. If you submit samples in the fall, you will have time to plan a management strategy.

If you noticed localized areas of poor growth during the growing season, it is a good idea to collect separate soil 
samples from good and poor areas. Submit two samples from each of these areas-one for nematode assay and one 
for soil fertility. Comparison of results from good and poor areas and from nematode assays and soil tests is helpful 
in pinpointing a problem.

Before planting legume cover or forage crops, be sure to submit soil samples, or get revised recommendations based on 
recent soil report data. 

High fertilizer costs may have you considering the use of legumes as a cover crop or as part of a forage program. 
If so, be sure to refer to recent soil report data for your fi elds as you plan. Legumes have diff erent fertility than many 
traditional crops.

It is usually not necessary to collect new soil samples from fi elds that have been sampled within the last two 
(sandy soils) or three (clay soils) years. To get revised/updated recommendations for your current situation, consult 
your regional agronomist. If you need to collect new samples, send them to the Agronomic Division soil testing lab 
now to avoid the processing delays that are common during the fall/winter. The sooner you get your results, the 
sooner you’ll be able to fi nalize lime and fertilizer purchases or make plans to plant legume cover or forage crops to 
supply additional nitrogen.

Fall is an ideal time to apply lime.
Fall liming is an excellent way to prepare for the spring growing season. Whether you are renovating your yard, 

preparing a new landscape planting or readying your fi elds for the next crop, fall is the best time to apply lime. 
However, lime should only be applied according to the recommendations from a recent soil report.

Take advantage of dry fall weather to apply lime as soon as possible. If you delay, wet weather may prevent the 
application even longer. The earlier you put out lime, the sooner soil pH will be adjusted to meet your planting needs.

Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler inducted two men 
into the N.C. Mountain State Fair 
ivestock Hall of Fame during the 
fair’s opening weekend. Troxler 
recognized Jerry Plemmons 
and Jerry Roberts, both lifelong 
Buncombe County residents, 
for their longtime support to the 
fair and the livestock industry in 
Western North Carolina.

“ We couldn’t have built this 
livestock program into what it is 
today without the contributions 
and support of men like Mr. 
Plemmons and Mr. Roberts,” 
said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “I am honored 
to present them with this award 
and thank them for their support 
of the N.C. Mountain State Fair 
livestock program.”

Jerry Plemmons is from 
Leicester and has been a lifelong 
educator. He worked as a teacher 
at Swannanoa Elementary School 
and then served as principal at four 
different schools in Buncombe 
County.  Plemmons also raised 
beef cattle until he was in his late 
70s and still participates in the 

Western North Carolina Beef Cattle 
Commission. “Jerry Plemmons is 
a longtime supporter of livestock 
at the N.C. Mountain State Fair 
and an advocate for agriculture 
in Western North Carolina,” said 
Troxler. “His passion for youth 
and agriculture shows through 
his continued support of youth 
livestock programs.” 

Jerry Roberts was raised on a 
cattle, poultry and tobacco operation. 
He is a third-generation farmer and 
currently is a cow/calf producer with 
a commercial Angus herd. Roberts 
graduated from North Buncombe 
High School, spent two years in 
the U.S. Army including one year 
in Vietnam. Roberts also worked 
for 25 years with the Standards 
Division of the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services. 
Roberts serves on the Board of 
Director’s for the N.C. Cattleman’s 
Association, representing Buncombe 
County and the WNC Beef Cattle 
Commission Executive Committee, 
the Ag Advisory Committee for 
WNC Communities at the WNC 
Regional Livestock Center, and as 
vice president of the Buncombe 

County Farm Bureau Board. “Jerry 
Roberts has been instrumental in 
youth livestock shows at the N.C 
Mountain State Fair,” said Troxler. 
“He continues to dedicate his life’s 

work to advocate for agriculture 
and livestock in Western North 
Carolina.” 

The N.C. Mountain State Fair 
Livestock Hall of Fame was created 

by livestock show staff to recognize 
individual contributions to the 
livestock industry and livestock 
shows in Western North Carolina.

Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler, left, recently inducted Jerry Roberts, second from left, and Jerry 
Plemmons, far right, into the N.C. Mountain State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame. They are pictured with 
livestock specialist Mike Stiles.

N.C. Mountain State Fair wraps up successful run
The N.C. Mountain State Fair 

wrapped up a successful run with a 
total attendance of 159,575, a strong 
showing assisted by near perfect 
weather. The fair also saw a record 
number of youth participating in 
livestock competitions this year.
 “We measure success in many 
different ways and by every measure 
it was a great fair,” said fair general 
manager Sean McKeon. “We saw a 
lot of smiles and happy faces, we saw 

a record number of youth participating 
in livestock shows, we helped give 
back to our community through Ingles 
Day and the fair helped families create 
many special memories.

Attendance was 33,577 above 
2021 numbers – a 26.6 % increase 
that mirrors attendance trends at other 
state fairs. The Wisconsin State Fair 
recorded a 19 % increase over 2021 
and the Minnesota State Fair saw a 
41.5 % increase from 2021.

“This year’s numbers tell me that 
people were eager to get out and 
spend time with their families doing 
something fun,” McKeon said. “We 
are grateful for their support.”

The Mountain State Fair’s junior 
livestock competitions kept the show 
rings busy with poultry, swine, cattle, 
goat, sheep, dairy and llama shows. 

“Agriculture is at the heart of the 
Mountain State Fair and the number 
of youth who participated in shows 

really speaks volumes about the 
strength of vocational agriculture 
classes and 4-H and FFA programs in 
Western North Carolina,” said Kaleb 
Rathbone, assistant commissioner over 
Western NC programs. “It’s exciting 
to see the next generation learning 
how to raise and care for livestock. 
Hopefully, it sparks an interest in a 
career in farming.” 

The Mountain State Fair’s partnership 
with Ingles and the MANNA Food 

Bank was another successful 
highlight of the 2022 fair. A total 
of 17,651 pounds of canned goods 
purchased at Ingles and donated 
by fairgoers in exchange for 3,316 
admissions donated by the N.C. 
Mountain State Fair. 

Go ahead and mark your calendars, 
the 2023 N.C. Mountain S tate Fair 
will run Sept. 8-17.

Organic cost-share 
funding off ered 
through NCDA&CS

Organic growers in North Carolina 
can apply for partial reimbursement 
of the cost of becoming certified or 
for recertification through a program 
offered by the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Growers who are certified or 
recertified between Oct. 1, 2021 
and Sept. 30, 2022, can apply for 
assistance through the program.

“Applicants can be reimbursed up 
to 50 percent of the cost of organic 
certification per category,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler. “Funds are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis, and 
I would encourage growers and 
handlers to submit their applications 
early.”

Under the grant, operations can 
be certified and reimbursed in four 
separate categories: crops, livestock, 
wild crop and handler/processor. 
The maximum reimbursement per 
category is $500.

The program is for the 2021-22 
season and is funded through a $105,800 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Applications must be 
postmarked by Nov. 18. 

To apply, growers must provide 
a completed application, along with 
detailed invoices/statements from the 
certifying agency listing all National 
Organic Program certified costs, 
proof of payment, a substitute W-9 
form and a copy of your certificate 
or letter from your certifier if this is 
a new certification. All charges must 
be for USDA organic certification. 
The application can be downloaded 
at www.ncdaorganic.org. or growers 
can also apply through their local Farm 
Service Agency office.

Application and required documents 
can be mailed, faxed or emailed to the 
NCDA&CS Organic Certification 
Cost Share Program, Attn. Heather 
Barnes. For questions, contact Barnes 
at 919-749-3337.
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New at the State Fair 

Horse Events

*Show dates are subject to change. Call ahead to confi rm.

Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699
Oct. 3 ............... Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878.
Oct. 8 ............... Barrel racing. Contact Justin Hill, 910-705-6900.
Oct. 14-16 ........ Everything Equine Expo. Contact Rose Cushing, 252-235-7645.
Oct. 22 ............. BBHA Open Show. Contact Jerry King, 910-237-4525.
Nov. 5 .............. Barrel racing fundraiser. Contact Josh Smith, 910-639-6387.
Nov. 7 .............. Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878. 

Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-792-5111
Oct. 14&15 ...... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.
Oct. 20-23 ........ SERHA Main Event & Reining Horse Foundation Derbies. Contact Terri Mainey, 919-623-

6054.
Nov. 18 & 19 ... NC Barrel Bonanza. Contact Fred Smith, 252-883-1641.
Dec. 3 & 4 ....... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.
Dec. 8-11 ......... Da Bomb Barrel Racing Finale. Contact Josh Smith, 910-639-6387.
Feb. 4 & 5 ........ 2023 Downunder Horsemanship Walkabout Tour. Contact Downunder Horsemanship, 1-888-287-7432.

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
Oct. 6-8 ............ N.C. Walking Horse Show. Contact Myra Helton, 704-718-4152.
Nov. 11-13 ....... SRA Rodeo Finals. Contact Beth Wheeler, 828-254-8681.

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, 919-821-7400
Oct. 1-3 ............ Triangle Farms Fall Fling Indoors. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Oct. 6-10 & 
13-24 ............... N.C. State Fair Horse Shows. Contact State Fairgrounds, 919-821-7400.
Nov. 5-7 ........... NCHJA “C” Indoors. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Nov. 10-14 ....... Jump for the Children Duke I Benefi t H/J Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Nov. 17-21 ....... Jump for the Children Duke II Benefi t H/J Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Dec. 3-5 ........... Holiday Classic Open Horse Show. Contact Equine Event Planning, equineeventplanning@

gmail.com
Dec. 10 & 11.... Carousel Farms Bulls, Bells & Barrels. Contact Jeff  & Linda Mullen, 919-872-6898.
Dec. 28-31 ....... Raleigh Indoor Holiday Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.

so fairgoers can dive right into some of the fair offerings as soon as they enter the gates.”
New parking lot and new entry gate
A new parking option this year is the recently developed Cardinal lot, a gravel lot at 

Hwy. 54/Chapel Hill Road, that offers fairgoers free shuttle service to a newly opened Gate 
7 on the West side of the fairgrounds. The Cardinal lot adds to the existing park-and-ride 
option at the Dogwood lot near the intersection of Reedy Creek Road and Edwards Mill 
Road. Guests parking in the Dogwood lot are dropped off near Gate 9.

“Gate 7 brings fairgoers onto the grounds near the giant talking Smokey Bear and the 
N.C. Forest Service and Soil and Water Conservation exhibits. Adding a gate will help 
open up a developing part of the fairgrounds and provide ease of access for those parking 
in the Cardinal lot,” Yelverton said.

Updated special cooking competitions and entry categories
The Home Chef Challenge features a different special cooking contest every day, with 

bragging rights and prizes up for grabs for winners. The challenge has created some social 
media buzz with categories including loaded nachos, ultimate brownies, spirited pies, 
quirky cobbler, a make-ahead breakfast, a bacontastic fair food, chili, grain bowls, sirloin 
salad and chicken casserole. If you think you have a winning recipe, you have until Oct. 3 
to register to compete. The full lineup is: 

Oct. 13 - 4 p.m.: Loaded Nachos Challenge presented by NC State Basketball’s Primetime 
with the Pack

Oct. 14, 10 a.m.: Brownie Showdown presented by Humana
Oct. 15, 10 a.m.: Spirited Pie Challenge presented by the Distillers Association of North 

Carolina
Oct. 16, 2 p.m.: Carolina Cooker Great Bowls of Fire Chili Cook-Off
Oct. 17, 10 a.m.: Morning Mayhem Buster: Make-Ahead Breakfast Challenge presented 

by Superior Sleep Experience
Oct. 18, 11 a.m.: Brain Food Healthy Grain Bowl Challenge presented by Wegmans
Oct. 19, 10 a.m. Tip Top Sirloin Salad Challenge
Oct. 20, 10 a.m.: Bacontastic Fair Food Challenge with junior and adult divisions 

presented by the NC Pork Council
Oct. 21, 10 a.m.: Not Your Mama’s Chicken Casserole Challenge presented by House 

of Raeford
Oct. 22, 10 a.m.: Duke Cancer Care in Wake County Celebrates Cancer Warriors 

Challenge presented by Duke Raleigh Hospital
Oct. 23, 10 a.m.: Quirky Cobbler Challenge
And speaking of competitions, ink pen decorated seashells and artwork inspired floral 

arrangements are two new categories offered this year. The popular decorated Christmas 
tree category returns this year following its 2021 debut and will be displayed in the north 
lobby of Dorton Arena as you enter the Got To Be NC Agriculture Pavilion. Ccompetition 
entries will be on display in the Commercial, Education and Scott buildings as well as 
in the Agri Supply Exposition Center. You can find out more at www.ncstatefair.org  by 
clicking on the competitions tab.

New grounds entertainment
Straw sculptor Brian Sobaski was set to make his State Fair debut in 2021, but thankfully 

that plan was just delayed a year and not denied. You never know where inspiration will 
carry him. Sobaski has created all manner of whimsical creatures including bears, giraffes, 
bulls, bunnies, pirates and birds. See Sobaski’s giant-sized straw creations take shape outside 
the Agri Supply Exposition Center daily.

Also new is the Hog Diggity Dogs & More show featuring hogs and dogs in a high-
energy show near Gate 10. Dogs of  all sizes perform tricks and showcase their agility…
and when was the last time you saw a pig taking a ride down a slide?

Finally, new performer Ember Fire Arts will put on two shows nightly at 9 and 10 p.m. 

in Heritage Circle. Be drawn into the mesmerizing show as the performer dances around 
flaming hoops, twirls and balances flaming batons and breathes fire into the night air.

New rides
 Midway provide Powers Great American Midways will bring three new rides to the 

N.C. State Fair. AirMaxx should get thrill seekers’ hearts pumping as it spins two armloads 
of eight riders up, down and around. The new Crazy Cabs ride is geared for the kiddies, 
with bright yellow colored mini taxi cabs spinning and twirling on a tilted track.A Giant 
European Swing Ride will also make its debut.

New educational opportunities 
At the NC Public House Friday, Oct. 14
Marking its second year located in the South Lobby of  Dorton Arena, the NC Public 

House returns with dozens of breweries, wineries, cideries, and craft soda makers from across 
North Carolina for fairgoers 21 and up to sample. Craft beer aficionados will want to plan 
to attend Friday, Oct. 14, from 5 to 8 p.m., for NC Beer Night at the Fair.  Offerings include 
an “Ask a Brewer” question-and-answer session and a brewing equipment demonstration 
provided by Atlantic Brew Supply. Reps from Wake Tech’s brewing education program 
and Raleigh’s local homebrew club CARBOY will be on hand. 

New N.C. Forest Service Educational Programming
The N.C. Forest Service has a new line-up of educational opportunities in the State Fair 

Conservation Forest, just up the hill from Heritage Circle, you’ll find an all new “campfire 
round” on the pond’s edge to learn more about one of North Carolina’s most valuable 
resources...its forests.

Heritage Circle Cider House
Learn about apple cider pressing at the Heritage Circle Cider House in Heritage Circle, 

led by fifth generation apple farmers from Hendersonville. Bright Branch Farms grows 
and produces over 100 acres of apples and also presses fresh cider at the farm. Come see 
cider pressing demonstrations daily at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. and try a cup of farm fresh cider. 

The North Carolina State Fair will run Oct. 13-23 at the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. The 
fair offers an experience unique to North Carolina for all who attend, and is an unparalleled 
value with free entertainment, thrilling rides and games, thousands of animals, endless family 
activities, competitions, vendors and creative deep-fried delights. For more information, visit 
www.ncstatefair.org or connect on Facebook, Twitter, TikTok and Instagram @ncstatefair.

Specialty foods
(Cont’d from pg. 2)

Pantry
First Place – The Spicy Hermit of Durham – Extra Spicy Napa Cabbage 

Kimchi
Second Place – Cottage Lane Kitchen of Chapel Hill – Cape Fear 

Spicy Pepper Relish
Snacks
First Place – Joy Filled Foods of Goldsboro – Maple Glazed Pecans
Second Place – America’s Best Nut Company of Rocky Mount – Wingnuts
Sweets and Syrups
First Place – Jodi’s Elderberry Syrup of Smithfield – Elderberry Syrup

For more information visit: https://ncspecialtyfoods.org/award-winners/

To keep up with the latest on the N.C. 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services,  check out the department’s blog 
at https://blog.ncagr.gov/. You  can  also  
fi nd social media links for the depart-
ment’s  Facebook, Twitter and YouTube 
sites there.

Smiles abound at the N.C. State Fair. Plan your trip Oct. 13-23.
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Small farming operation is a dream come true

Clip and mail or fax your
Agricultural Review ad!

Name: _____________________________
Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
Phone: (      ) ________________________
Ad copy: ___________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
Price or price range: __________________  
 ___________________________________

Mail to:
Agricultural Review
1001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001

Fax to:

(919) 733-5047

Web site: www.AgReview.org
*Ads must be typed or neatly printed

Tom Savage is living his lifelong dream of being a small 
farmer. 

At 70, his enthusiasm and joy for this dream realized is 
readily apparent as he talks about new agritourism ideas and 
opportunities and plans for the future.

Savage and his wife Linda operate Allied Organic Farms 
on 45 acres in Hurdle Mills, growing a variety of ethnic 
vegetables, greens and other produce. They sell their traditional 
produce at farmers markets in Roxboro and Burlington. The 
ethnic vegetables are sold to an Asian market that takes all 
he can produce. 

The Savages are one of many small farm families that Jacob 
Crandall and other members of the Small Farms Program are 
proud to work with on a daily basis. In addition to helping 
the farm add a high tunnel through a cost-share program, the 
Small Farms Program has been able to assist with signage 
and marketing materials.

The dream of “owning 5 acres and a small farm” is one 
Savage has held onto for most of his adult life – including 10 
years in the U.S. Air Force, nine years with Hewlett-Packard 
in Spokane, Washington and 25 years working at IBM/Lenovo 
in the Research Triangle Park.

The Bertie County native grew up on a farm where his uncle 
and dad farmed 600 acres. It was there he caught the farming 
bug, but left to pursue a degree in mechanical engineering at 
N.C. A&T State University in Greensboro. He met his wife 
there and married shortly after graduation

When he and his family moved to Durham with his job 
at IBM, the Savages began looking for the right property to 
one day accommodate Tom’s dream.

He believes his family being on their farm involved 
Divine intervention.

Savage and his wife looked at over 100 different properties 
before finding it listed in a For Sale By Owner magazine. They 
decided to ride out and look at the property with one of their 
sons in tow. Savage sensed some initial disappointment or 
surprise when they arrived and met the owner, but that changed.

After touring the property, a thunderstorm came up and 
the property owners felt it was better for the Savages not to 
travel in the storm and invited them into the house to ride 
out the bad weather. 

“It turned into a wonderful evening. I believe it was an act 
of God because of the way it happened,” Savage said. “(The 
owner) played the piano and we were singing  and ended the 
evening like we were the best of friends.” 

There were several buyers interested in the property, but the 
owners called the Savages and offered it to them first. They 
have owned the property for nearly 20 years now.

Savage’s preference to grow organically adds to his 
workload, but he is willing to put in the effort. “I believe 
good things come from the work you put into it,” he said. 

The ethnic vegetables, including pumpkin leaves, water 
leaves, scent leaves, jute leaves, and a specific type of eggplant, 
require patience and a watchful eye. “They are finicky to 
grow, and they go dead after the frost,” he said. 

Savage grows as part of a local cooperative and a goal is 

to try to use the high tunnel to protect the plants to extend the 
season and maybe even grow some plants for seed. 

In addition to growing crops, the Savages host agritourism 
events at the farm including farm-to-table dinners, weddings 
and a synchronized Christmas lights show. 

In 2011 and 2012, they were among the first farms in 
the area doing dinners at the farm. Those have been very 
successful, despite the couple’s initial skepticism. The five-
course meals included all locally grown foods, farmer talks 
with guests about their farms and products and there was even 
a tour around the Savage’s property that featured a stop by 
the beehives and a beaver dam at their pond. 

They have also hosted an African wedding in July which 
included a special request for a large ring of lights to encircle 
the wedding party. The Savages were able to make that 
happen, adding to the magical feel of the evening wedding 
that included a children’s singing group. “In Africa, circles 
are a sign of strength,” he explained.

The Christmas light show is the Savages’ gift to the 
community. They initially charged admission, but eventually 
decided they just preferred to make it available to anyone 
who came out to see it. A neighbor built a donation box and 
set it out for them, which helps offset some of the costs. 

He continues to work to diversify his operation after reading 
articles suggesting that farms needed several income sources 
to be successful. One article mentioned seven sources and 
that has become his goal. By his assessment, he has four good 
sources.  “I’m not there yet, but I am working towards that.”

Savage prides himself on giving good value to his customer 
and treating them fairly, principles he upholds in all areas of 
his farm operations. “I just believe it comes back to you.”

Top left, Tom and Linda Savage own and operate Allied 
Organic Farms in Hurdle Mills, specializing in traditional 
greens and vegetables and ethnic vegetables such as 
specialty eggplant and water leaves, shown in top right 
photo. Bottom left are beds of Swiss chard and other 
leafy greens.  Agritourism events including a Christmas 
synchronized light show around the pond and hosting 
weddings are newer farm initiatives.

Denver Ragu recipe wins beef 
comfort food contest at MSF

Buncombe County resident  Susie Zuerner placed first in the North Carolina Cattlemen’s Beef Council’s 
Classic Comfort Food competition at the N.C. Mountain State Fair. 

The Classic Comfort Food competition encouraged competitors to take comfort in all their favorite classic 
beef dishes, such as meatloaf, stroganoff and meatballs. Each recipe had to contain at least 3 ounces of beef and 
were judged on taste, creativity and appearance.

Zuerner took first place and earned $200 for her Denver Ragu. Sharon Gates placed second and earned $150 
for her Smokin’ Good Cheeseburgers. Martin Gates placed third and earned $100 for his Beefy Stuffed Peppers. 
Honorable Mention went to Connie Pegg for her Meatloaf Mashed Potato Pie.  All winners are Buncombe County 
residents. 

Denver Ragu

    1.5 pounds Denver cut steak
    2 small sweet onions, coarsely chopped
    1 tablespoon minced garlic
    1 pint sliced baby Bella mushrooms
    1 cup red wine
    2 small bay leaves
    ¼ teaspoon thyme
    1 cup beef broth or stock
    1 6-ounce can of tomato paste (See Recipe, pg. 6)
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FARM EQUIPMENT

FARM EQUIPMENTFARM EQUIPMENT

Hay & Grain
For Sale

Equipment
Wanted

Equipment
For Sale

NOTICE

N.C. law requires a permit 
to sell honey bees in the state. 
A permit is not required for: 
The sale of less than 10 bee 
hives in a calendar year, a 
one-time going-out-of-business 
sale of less than 50 hives, or 
the renting of bees for pol-
lination purposes or their 
movement to gather honey.

Contact Don Hopkins, 
state apiarist, NCDA&CS, 
1060 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001 for 
information.

Bees, Supplies 
& Services

For Sale

Classifi ed Advertising
Ads are run free for N.C. residents & can be submitted by mail to 1001 

Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1001; online at www.AgReview.
org; or by fax to 919-733-5047. Ads must include name, address includ-
ing zip code, phone number including area code, and price or price range 
for every item being sold. 

 Deadline for each issue is noon on the fi rst working day of the month 
prior to publication. Limit is 30 words, editor reserves right to edit or re-
ject ads. Limit 2 ads/person in diff erent categories.

Land for sale must consist 
of at least 3 acres and be 
used for agricultural pur-
poses, i.e. cultivation, raising 
livestock and/or other farm 
commodities.

Advertisers must indicate 
use of land.

Farmland
For Sale

Farmland
Wanted

Straw, sq bales, stored in 
barn, no rain. $6/bale. Marty 
DeMers, Sophia 336-509-0241. 

Spring ‘22 hay, 4x5 rnd, 
net wrapped, 31 bales avail, 
$50 ea. Sanford Wooten, 
Yadkinville 336-468-0517.

‘22 fescue, spring & fall 
cutting, no rain, horse quality, 
can deliv, $6.50/bale. Allen 
Moore, Summerfield 336-
706-1157.  

Horse hay, 1st cut fescue 
or Bermuda grass, $40/bale; 
fescue/pasture grass mixed 
cow hay, $35/bale; 4x5, no 
rain, fert, sprayed for weeds, 
sheltered. Alice Davis, Salis-
bury 704-855-4930. 

Fescue hay, sheltered, 5x4 
rnd, net wrapped, $35 ea; 4x4 
poly, $35 ea; sq bales, $6 ea. 
Joe Ferguson, Newell 704-
201-4363.

Land to run beagles, rab-
bits. Hap Clontz, Charlotte 
704-309-5798.

Farmland to lease to grow 
& harvest hay for 2023, Har-
nett, Sampson, Johnston co 
area; will pay cash up front. 
Victoria Rehder, Lillington 
910-964-0087, call or text, 
nvcutler0926@email.camp-
bell.edu.

Land to lease for deer hunt-
ing in Alamance, Guilford or 
Rockingham co. James Mercer, 
Graham 919-619-7135.

43 ac farm in Stokes co, 
lrg ranch style house, pond, 
barns, $517,400. James Fetner, 
Sandy Ridge 336-963-2408.

Hay elevator, gas or electric. 
Robert Harrison, Salisbury 
704-202-3301.

1970 Farmall 140 w/cults, 
new tires on rear, wgts on 
front & rear, $4,700. Kevin 
Collier, Liberty 336-215-7332.

JD 5-bottom plow, $500; 
gearbox for early model 
JD MX8 bush hog, $1,500; 
quarter turn chute for NH sq 
baler, $400. Johnny Harrison, 
Salisbury 704-213-0857.

Complete fert dist as-
sembly off  1973 IH Cub 
tractor; inclds chains, gears, 
bars, hopper, $200. Norman 
Horne, Ash 910-279-4757. 

Farmall Cub, cult, turn 
plow, harrow, draw bar, 12v 
system, $1,800. Tommy Coble, 
Liberty 336-264-0402.

2 Danish tine cults, 4-row, 
$1,000. Jim Wehunt, Lawndale 
704-692-0891.

Short pto shaft, 24-30 in., 
GC, $75. Lynn Poplin, Richfi eld 
704-463-1288.

Deutz-Allis 2.5 rnd baler, 
4x5 soft core bale, $3,500. 
Norris McConnell, Mt. Ulla 
704-431-9321, before 8 p.m.

2015 MF 1533 tractor, 4x4 
diesel, 5 ft. DL120 loader, CB15 
backhoe, 6 ft. bush hog, 450 
hrs., $24,750. Rex Pennell, 
N. Wilkesboro 336-262-0298.

H&H custom sprayer, 
trailer mount, 200-gal tank, 
self-powered, 5 hp B&S motor, 
HiPro pump, 26 ft. booms, 10 
ft. hose, $3,000. Tom Glendin-
ning, Pittsboro 919-545-0880.     

Box blade, 7 ft., reversible, 
adjustable shanks, 3 pt, $700; 
Leinbach rake, 8 ft., 3 pt, 
adjustable, reversible, $600. 
Jerry Lloyd, Chapel Hill 919-
903-6133.

Kubota 1140 RTV diesel, 
4wd, dump, $9,000; Hesston 
740 rnd baler, shed kept, $5,500; 
Long 265  tractor, $5,000; Case 
990 tractor, $5,000 David Lowe, 
Lowgap 336-325-5059.

Craftsman rear-tine tiller, 
EC, LN, $500. Robert Johnson, 
Kernersville 336-788-8402.

2006 JD 997 diesel mower, 31 
hp, 60 in. deck, dump-from-seat 
bagger, new front tires, belts & 
battery, 480 hrs., EC, $9,500. 
Arnold Emmons, Hurdle Mills 
919-943-5692.

1991 CASE IH 1640 combine,
new front tires, 2 wd, GC, service 
records, used 2021 soybeans, 
2022 oats, $31,000.  J. White, 
Siler City 919-842-2111.

JD 1-bottom 2-way plow, 
3 pt, hyd, extra parts, $725; 
JD cults / layoff -row plow / 
subsoilers, 3 pt, $475. David 
Lineback, Winston-Salem 336-
414-8529.

JD 435 diesel tractor for 
parts. Jimmy Wrenn, Hills-
borough 919-942-3834.

JD tractor cab loader,
4x4, 55-80 hp. Chris Red-
ding, Sophia 336-963-4090.

Cycle bar mower, 3 pt, 
pto-driven, good working 
cond. Roy Sowers, Lexing-
ton 336-242-7000, text or  
wsowers13@yahoo.com.

Pair of 6 in. wheel spacers 
for back wheels of MF 135. 
Jeff  Hodge, Wilson’s Mills 
919-201-5072.

Case 430 tractor for parts, 
or 1 in running cond. Robert 
Reynolds, Pleasant Garden 
336-685-4945, evenings.

Disc harrow, 3 pt; fi nish 
mower, working or not. David 
Arron, Snow Camp 336-212-
5943 or 567-9663.

Farmall Cub steering 
worm, gear & housing. John 
Moore, Reidsville 336-394-
5261.

JD #25 pull combine, $500. 
Lanny Burleson, Albemarle 
704-239-3841.

Front & back wheel wgts, 
2 ea, fi ts Farmall 140, $175; 
Farmall Super A, not running, 
$600; 3 pt hitch for Farmall Super 
A, $250. J. Yountz, Clemmons 
336-391-5958.

2004 T300 Bobcat, $15,000. 
Richard Burrage, Concord 704-
791-3434. 

2020 Caroni fl ail mower, 73 
in., LN, stored inside, $2,500. 
Richard Greene, Granite Falls 
828 396-5236.

JD 953 barge grain wagon, 
rear hitch, hyd hoist, freshly 
painted wooden sides, grain 
door, 12x8x4.5, $3,150. George 
Lee, Clayton 919-369-3855.

NI 324 picker, recond, $5,500; 
gravity wagons, $1,500 & up; 
portable elevators, $1,200 & 
up; NI picker parts, $100 & 
up. Bobby Brannan Sanford, 
919-770-1353.

Iron & Oak wood splitter,
30-ton hyd, work table, 1-man 
operation, $7,500. Jimmy Womble, 
Chapel Hill 919-812-0832.  

JD 7700 combine, 16 ft. grain 
head, 30 in. wide tires, shed 
kept, $3,000. Danny Bennett, 
Rockingham 910-995-2297.  

White forklift, propane, 
MDL MA-40, 4,000 lbs. lift, 
solid tires, RG, needs repair, 
$1,200 nego. Denny Barney, 
Mocksville 336-909-5180.

Cub Cadet Woods groom-
ing mower, low hrs., $7,000. 
Y.D. Saul, Elon 336-213-6292.

JDM 420-320, restored, 
$3,500 & up. Ernestine Rigsbee, 
Knightdale 919-815-9140.

Cub tractor, $1,800. D.S. 
Knox, Huntersville 704-875-
2669 or 677-2612.

IH rollover plow, $500; IH 
3-16 plow, $350; quick hitch, 
Cat 2 or 3, $150; anvil, $275. 
James Isley, Julian 336-263-1958.

Spring honey, qt, $20; pnt, 
$12; 1/2 pnt, $7; sourwood 
honey, qt, $25; pnt, $15; 
sourwood w/comb, qt, $27; 
pnt, $16. Stacee Leftwich, 
Lawsonville 336-816-3506.

Gallberry honey, 5-gal 
buckets, $300 ea. Barry Harris, 
Wilmington 910-352-7868.

Old case 430 tractor, $3,000; 
AC 6-row no-till planter, 2 
tanks, $1,200; 3-bottom plow, 
$700. Billy Wilson, Gastonia 
704-214-2109.

Case 855D loader, rebuilt 
eng, no rust, u/c 70%, paint 
good, $16,900. Philip Turner, 
Shelby 704-482-8851.

Disc harrow 3 pt, 5 ft., 
16-blade, adjustable cut, $900; 
post hole digger, 3 pt, $350; 
FAZA broadcast spreader, 
$400; boom pole, $50. Tony 
Key, Statesville 704 876-0342.

1952 AC-B tractor, good 
paint, tires 75%, RG, w/cult & 
grooming mower; parts trac-
tor, $1,800/all. Don Bennett, 
Pinnacle 336-351-2893.

Bush Hog 3450 QT loader,
w/all attachments, $3,200 obo. 
John Lamb, Randleman 336-
498-2512.

1951 Ferguson tractor, 35 
hp, GC, $3,250. Leroy Poole, 
Stanfi eld 704-438-8743.

Dirt Dog  100-1 disc harrow, 
new, used twice, $950. Cheryl 
Atkins, Pikeville 919-273-8653.

Ford 3-16 turning plow, 
$450; JD 316 mower, $450. 
Doug Stancil, Greensboro 
336-402-8161.

NH 311 baler, $5,500; NH 
56 rake, $1,500; hay wagons, 
8x16 & 8x20, $2,000-$2,500; 
JD cage wagon, 8x18, $2,500; 
 other equip. Barry Lindley, 
Pittsboro 919-742-4009.

Grain box & trailer, $300; 
3 pt scoop pan, $250; 3 pt 
hay spike, $175; 2-way boom 
sprayer, 55-gal, $300. J. Lloyd 
Mabe, Danbury 336-703-8232.

Pasture  drag, 10x10 ft., 
$400; 3 pt scrape blade, 6 ft., 
$250; auto cattle head gate, 
w/neck access head catch, 
$450. Lee Franklin, Lenoir 
828-728-3146.

1952 AC-B tractor, 1-row, 
rolling cults, other parts, 
$2,300; Super A tractor, cults, 
new tires, alt, battery, seat & 
back, $3,500. Michael Nardo, 
Jackson Springs 910-281-3522.

2-disc turning plow, 3 pt, 
$100; box scrape blade, 3 pt, 
$250. Levi Barney, Lexington 
336-764-1074.

3 pt disc, 20x20, LN, $2,200; 
MF 1617 tedder, 4-basket, 
$2,800. L.G. Broadwell, Blanch 
336-694-3219.

5 ft. box scrape, GC, $500; 
5 ft. tine tiller, 3 pt, $1,200; 
$1,000/both. Keith Black, 
Midland 704-533-5195.

Ferguson 20D tractor, 6 ft. 
Gill box blade, $3,500; feeder 
hopper for sand or topsoil, 
$1,500; rnd screen for screening 
sand, $900. Dennis McGinn, 
Salisbury 704-622-3262.

Goossen bale chopper 
straw blower, 3 pt, pto, $3,000. 
Tommy Hulin, Thomasville 
336-479-2407.

JD 4230 w/cab & 148 loader, 
loader plumbed to rear, hrs. 
unknown, starts/runs  well, 
 $22,500; w/o loader, $18,500. 
Justin Graves, Graham 336-
214-9377.   

JD 459 Silage Special hay 
baler, $22,500. H.O. Davis, 
Elon 336-260-7606.

FARM EQUIPMENT

(Continued from pg. 5)
Recipe

    1 12-ounce can roasted garlic diced tomatoes
    4 tablespoons olive oil
    Kosher salt to taste
    Pepper to taste
    8 ounces Fettuccini pasta
    Parsley to garnish

In a large saucepan (10-inches or more), drizzle the 
bottom of the pan with olive oil and turn to medium 
high heat. Pat dry Denver cut steaks with paper towel 
and season them with salt and pepper. Once oil begins 
to lightly smoke place steaks in pan and sear all four 
sides. While meat is searing, coarsely chop onions and 
mince garlic. Remove meat from pan. Add onions, 
garlic and mushrooms and caramelize. Return steaks to 

onion mixture and pour red wine over all to deglaze 
the pan. Stir in tomato paste, diced tomatoes, bay 
leaves and thyme. Add beef broth and stir. Cover and 
simmer three hours, basting occasionally. About 15 
minutes before serving cook pasta and drain. Add 
parsley then salt and pepper to pasta, drizzle with olive 
oil. Place pasta in a serving bowl and place steaks on 
top of pasta. Remove bay leaves from sauce. Spoon 
over sauce from skillet and serve.
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Trucks & 
Trailers 
Wanted

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

Supplies
For Sale

FARM SUPPLIESLIVESTOCK
Seeds & 
Plants

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses off ering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 
Industry Division at 800-206-9333 
or 919-707-3730.

Livestock
Wanted

Supplies
Wanted

Livestock
For Sale

HAY & GRAIN

Horses &
Supplies
Wanted

Small Animals
For Sale

Poultry &
 Supplies 
Wanted

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Horses & 
Supplies
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: All 
equine 6 mos. or older 
must have a current 
negative Coggins test. 
Advertisers must supply 
the accession number 
of test, the name of lab 
doing the test, the date 
of test and results for 
each equine advertised. 

WW2 Halftrack truck 
made by White, Autocar, 
Diamond T & Itnl, whole or 
parts; used post-war in forestry 
& agriculture. Robert Harri-
son, Salisbury 704-202-3301.

Model A Ford truck for 
parts. Joseph Woody, Mor-
ganton 828-437-5586.

2013 Holmes landscape 
trailer, 12x6 ft., mesh siding, 
tandem axle, gate lift-assist, 
VGC, used little, $2,850 nego. 
Henry Holland, Raleigh 919-
521-1248.

Toolbox for full-size truck, 
alum, diamond plate, silver, 
lockable, inclds tie-downs, 
EC, $150. Danny Bennett, 
Rockingham 910-995-2297.

1970 Ford F500 dump 
truck, 14 ft. bed, new eng 
rebuild, new radiator, $7,500. 
David Christenbury, Harris-
burg 919-633-0931.

4-horse gooseneck trailer, 
7 ft., center door, in shed, 
used little, VGC, $4,500. 
Walter Martin, Lincolnton 
704-735-8004.

Folding bed cover for 
2012 Chevy Colorado truck, 
4-door, blk, EC, $800. Dane 
Hill, Pleasant Garden 336-
508-9907.

Utility trailer, 7 ft. 8 in. 
long, single axle, $50. D.S. 
Knox, Huntersville 704-875-
2669 or 677-2612.

1975 F600, 14 ft. metal 
Miller dump bed, 330 gas eng, 
4-spd w/2 spd rear,  Pertronix 
ignition, new Holley carb 
in 2018, 52,000 mi, $2,500. 
Graham White, Moncure 
919-524-8010.

Propane tank for home 
use, 120-gal, appx 4.5 ft. tall, 
30 in. diameter, must be in 
usable cond & reasonable in 
price. Roger Kirkman, Pleas-
ant Garden 336-676-9440.

Old log barns for restora-
tion of Wilkes co farm, GC; 
farm is used as an educational 
campus for middle school 
students. Mike Hubbard, 
Wilkesboro 919-363-1610.

Liquid Fertilizer, Texas 
Pasture Plus 15-10-5; Texas 
Pasture Plus Organic; Texas 
Pasture Plus C&C, $15/ac. 
Wesley Hulin, Denton 336-
250-2941.

Ashley wood heater, used 
little, $800; tobacco sticks, $0.50 
ea. Marian Jackson, Harrells 
910-532-4597.

Lrg wood stove, $400; wood 
cook stove, $550. Levi Barney, 
Lexington 336-764-1074.

Food grade totes & #2 totes, 
$75-$100 ea; feed barrels w/
lids, $20 ea; solid top plastic, 
15–55-gal, $10 ea. Jeff  Brittain, 
Hickory 828-327-4782.

Gourds, some extra lrg, 
$1.25 & up. Denny Rollins, 
Mocksville 336-492-7223.

Troy-Bilt electric blower, 
$40; professional sprayer, $20; 
portable air tank, $20. Don Clark, 
Wilmington 910-799-8507.

Fischer  fi replace insert, 
w/screen, blower, $700; insert 
w/doub walls & blower, $400. 
Cyrus Bowman, Colfax 336-
420-0986.

New water pump, model 
SEB2YL, 3.5 hp, fl ows to 170 
CPM, $325. J. Lloyd Mabe, 
Danbury 336-703-8232.

Steel water tank, 20,000 
gal, painted inside,  $17,500; 
standing Jaderloon Classic 
greenhouse, 52 ft. x 96 ft., 
center wall, fans, racks, heaters, 
$7,500. Will Rucker, Shelby 
704-472-2854.

Heart pine logs, hand hewn, 
from early 1800s church, appx 
400 ft. of varying lengths, 
6-7 ft. x 10-12 ft., $10-$20/
linear ft. Tim Crotts, Lawn-
dale704-692-3201.

6 in. T-beam, ¼ in. steel, 
10 ft. long, used as fi eld drag, 
$40. Jerry Lloyd, Chapel Hill 
919-903-6133.

Water barrels, 275-gal, 
no cage, food grade, $25. 
James Turney, Danbury 336-
817-3476.

White Mountain apple 
peeler, GC, $25. Gary Williams, 
Granite Falls 828-396-2510.

Tennessee Redback rab-
bits, ground started, $12 ea. 
Mark Hinson, Goldsboro 919-
734-7800.

Sunfl ower seeds, huge 12-14 
lb. fl ower, 15-18 in. diameter, 
SASE & $3/25 seeds; $5/50 
seeds. N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn 
Rd, Trinity, NC 27370.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, NC 
27370.

Blueberry rabbiteye plants, 
2 1/2 y/o, potted, lrg, healthy, 
Climax, Premier, Tifblue, 
Powderblue, $10 ea. Michael 
Roberson, Trinity 336-862-3488.

Blueberry plants, early, mid 
& late season, many varieties, 
discounts for lrg orders, $3.50-
$15. Michael Crippen, Garland 
910-529-1469.

Plum Granny seeds, 2022 
crop, SASE & $1/20 seeds; 
$2/50 seeds. Ben Burgess, 1355 
Micol Rd, Newton, NC 28658, 
828-612-7128.

Gardenia bushes, 18 in. high, 
ready to plant, $1 ea. Carolyn 
Barefoot, Rocky Mount 252-
442-7798.

Muscadine & scuppernong 
vines, 3-4 ft., healthy, potted, 
several varieties, instr incld, 
$15. Bob Whitaker, Mocksville 
336-469-4822, no texts.

Live common barn pigeons, 
appx 18 or so, will capture & 
remove from your barn. Matt 
Holtz, Creedmoor 919-847-6336.

Young Pekin ducks, almost 
ready to start laying eggs. 
Robert Johnson, Kernersville 
336-788-8402.

Jungle fowl, white peacock. 
Barbara Sedwick, Knightdale 
919-365-7365.

 Guinea keets, $4 ea & up. 
Tim Stephens, Mooresville 
704-458-1436, call or text.

Australian blk swans 
& mute swans, $600 & up; 
Cape Barren geese, $600 & 
up; Ruddy shelducks, $150 & 
up. Jim Simpson, Indian Trail 
704-361-6497.

California quail, $25/pr; 
Snowfl ake quail, $20/pr. Gene 
Harris, Mocksville 336-284-2516.

Pheasants, Reeves, Red 
Golden, Amherst, $75/pr. 
Jack Guthrie, Pfaff town 336-
413-0038. 

 Roll-X incubator, holds 
appx 80 chicken eggs, auto 
egg turner, $250. Mike Miller, 
Thomasville 336-880-2051, 
call or text.

Birmingham Roller pigeons, 
performance bred, great spin-
ners, $20 & up. D.R. Dennis, 
Randleman 336-318-9285, 
after 6 p.m.

California, silver Cali-
fornia, blue scale, Gambel; 
8 breeds bobwhite; partridge, 
Philby, chukar, Hungarian, $3 
& up. Jimmy Furr, Stanfi eld 
704-888-0213.

Old English game bantams, 
13 breeds, $45-$50/trio. Marty 
Perry, Bunn 919-534-5192 or 
496-0121.   

Indian blue peacocks, (2) 1 
y/o males, $125 ea; 1 male & 1 
female, 4 m/o, $100 ea. Gary 
Mason, Apex 919-637-0014.  

Blk Baldy or Hereford heif-
ers, w/in 100 mi of Washington, 
need 6-7. Harvey Williamson, 
Washington 252-945-8710.

Charolais bulls & heifers, 7 
mos+, polled, reg sires, $1,000 
& up; Charolais Angus x heif-
ers, 7 mos+, polled, $1,000 & 
up. Johnny Harrison, Salisbury 
704-213-0857.

Fainting goats, kids born 
8/1/22, $150 & up. Joan Culber-
son, Snow Camp 919-259-6139.

Reg Angus bulls, 2 y/o, 
calving ease, effi  ciency, good 
feet & disposition, recent breed-
ing soundness exam, $3,000; 
spring calving prs avail. Steve 
McPherson, Snow Camp 336-
263-6042.

Reg Charolais bull, proven, 
excel conformation, $3,250; 
superior Charolais heifers, 9-12 
mos, $1,250 ea; 6-9 months, 
$1,000 ea. Keith Wayne, Con-
cord 704-361-1887.

Nigerian dwarf bucks, (2) 
2 y/o, (1) 5 m/o, all blue-eyed, 
$100 ea. Nancy Edge, Hope 
Mills 910-391-7947.

American Guinea hogs, 
breeding pr, 4 y/o, $400; piglets, 
$65 ea;  Kiko x buckling, dob 
1/26/22, 75% Kiko, $175. M. 
Strand, Spring Lake 910-584-
5025, call or text.

Pure Dexter bull calf, 4 
m/o, blk, no papers, $600 obo, 
may consider trades. Michelle 
Bentley, Lenoir 828-850-7080. 

Reg Red Angus bull, 1 y/o, 
easy calving, gentle, dark red 
color, $2,500. Shawn Journigan, 
Franklinton 919-906-8989.

2 Belted Galloway heifers, 
reg, pasture bred, blk/white, 
$2,200 ea; reg red bull, 14 
m/o, $2,500; weanling steers, 
$600 ea. Ann Furr, Rockwell 
704-798-3460.

Berkshire boar, dob 8/19/22, 
pb, $150. Allen West, Autryville 
910-990-0497.

Boer/Nubian billies & 
nannies, dob 12/21, $250 ea. 
Allen Bentley, Mooresville 
704-439-6066.

Reg Santa Gertrudis, calves, 
$850 & up; bulls, $1,200 & up; 
cow/calf pairs, $2,600 & up. 
Charles O’Bryant III, Reidsville 
336-908-0276.  

Pure Spanish billy goats, 
pure Baylis strain, many colors, 6 
mos & older, $200 & up. Gurney 
Davis, Trinity 336-431-6248.

6 Kiko Savanna cross buck-
lings, 55-60 lbs., $225 ea; 1 
Kiko Savanna cross buckling, 5 
m/o, 65 lbs., $250. Holly Kidd, 
Robbins 919-548-8185.

Reg polled Hereford heifer, 
8 m/o, Grandsire Hometown 
10Y,  $900; Blk Baldy heifer, 
9 m/o, Grandsire Hometown 
10Y, $650. Brandon Baker, 
Asheboro 336-963-2835.

Reg Angus bulls, 12-13 m/o, 
sire Haf Niagara 4812, $1,400. 
Jake Cornelison, Mocksville 
336-998-3309.

Boer buck, dob 3/22/22, reg 
stock, traditional color, $250; 
fainting bucks, dob 6/28/22, 
bright colored, $90. Dodd Linker, 
Clemmons 336-712-2484.

Reg Blk Angus bulls, Cowboy 
Up bloodlines, weaned, $800 & 
up; reg Blk Angus herd bull, 5 
y/o, Blue Q Cowboy Up 1989, 
$3,500. Danny Dennis, Mt. 
Gilead 910-571-1114.

Young Wagyu bulls & heif-
ers, 500 lbs. & up, $1,200. C.S. 
Hursey, Elon 336-516-5193.

American Milking Devon 
bull, 9 m/o, can be reg, $800-
$900. Patricia Howell, Advance 
336-998-6022.  

ADGA Nubian buckling, 
dob 4/22, blk w/white spots, 
$280. L.A. Mize, Lexington 
336-250-4520.

Boer/Kiko x does & bucks, 
2 mos-2 yrs, multi-colored 
pattern avail, sire & dam on 
site, $200-$400. Paul Shaver, 
Salisbury 704-640-6819.

Blk Angus herd bulls, steers 
& heifers, Traveler, GT Maxi-
mum & 727 Executive bloodline, 
$700 & up. Tim Moss, Graham 
336-376-3773, 5-11 p.m.

PB Spanish goat bucks, 9 
m/o-5 y/o, $300-$450, depend-
ing on age & characteristics. 
Stan Holcomb, Siler City 919-
345-9855.  

Miniature male donkey 
for breeding. Darlene Lawson, 
Ellenboro 828-429-8053 or 
704-472-3157.

2004 Sundowner horse 
trailer, alum, clean, used 
seldom, 5 ft. tack room, warm 
blood hgt. 7 ft. 5 in., bumper 
pull, loading ramp, $7,500. 
Pebbles McKenzie, Bahama 
919-810-7050. 

Lrg horse barn for rent, 
180 ft., 6 stalls, riding rink, 6 
ac pasture, woven wire fencing, 
mobile home; inclds water, 
$1,000/mo. David Watterson, 
Lexington 336-989-8829.   

Donkey, yearling colt, 
dob 06/20/21, $300 nego. 
Christopher Wood, Stoneville 
336-573-2327.

Jack donkeys, 1 y/o & 2 
y/o, full brothers, $200 ea. 
Ed Trivette, Traphill 336-
957-8016.

Diller Equine hay saver 
horse feeder, LN, $3,200. Earl 
Capps, Durham 919-596-7440.

1-horse covered wagon, 
late 1800s-early 1900s model, 
VGC, $1,800. Donna Russell, 
Vass 910-690-2918.

New buggy harness, $200; 
1 set slick work harness, 
never used, needs cleaning 
& oiling, $300; 1 slick fork 
western saddle, padded seat, 
$500. Cyrus Bowman, Colfax 
336-420-0986.

Male donkey, 1 y/o, $200; 
3 m/o female donkey, $300. 
David Lowe, Lowgap 336-
325-5059.

‘22 Alfalfa, horse quality, 
36 in., 50 lbs., $17/bale; ‘22 
coastal Bermuda grass, horse 
quality, 36 in., 45 lbs., $9.50/
bale;  both moisture tested, 
deliv avail. John Burt, Fuquay 
Varina 919-971-5437.

Horse quality hay, deliv 
avail, $50/bale. H.O. Davis, 
Elon 336-260-7606.

Fescue, rnd bales, at barn, 
$50/rl. B.R. Ferguson, Charlotte 
704-591-2944.

Peanut hay, net wrapped, 4x4 
½ rnd, can deliv 42 bales/load, 
$35 & up; prices can change 
w/o notice. Larry Bullock, 
Greenville 252-883-4748.  

Bermuda hay, horse qual-
ity, sm sq bales, locally grown, 
clean, no weeds or rain, stored 
inside, deliv avail, $7.50/bale 
cash. Victoria Rehder, Lillington 
910-964-0087, call or text.

Coastal Bermuda hay, horse 
quality, sq bales out of fi eld, 
$9 ea; rnd bales out of fi eld, 
$75 ea. Gary White, Sanford 
919-775-9769.
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Hops research could lead to crop for growing beer industry 

11 N.C. farm families will be celebrated at the N.C. State Fair 

A research project that’s received 
funding from the NCDA&CS New 
and Emerging Crops Program is 
developing new varieties of hops for 
use in the state’s craft beer industry. 
Currently, the state’s breweries 
depend largely on hops grown in 
other states, but the North Carolina 
hops project aims to change that by 
breeding hops varieties that grow 
better in North Carolina’s climate.

“Back in 2007, 2008, we had all 
these new craft breweries developing 
within our state. There was a lot of 
excitement about them, but people 
didn’t realize what those craft 
breweries had to do to try to get the 
hops,” said Jeanine Davis, Ph.D., 
the principal researcher who is an 
associate professor and extension 
specialist in the Department of 
Horticultural Science at N.C. 
State University. “We have a lot of 
enterprising farmers and wannabe 
farmers in North Carolina, and they 
jumped right on this, and people 
started growing hops. It didn’t take 
them very long to run into difficulties 
and start looking for assistance from 
the Department of Agriculture and 
from the university.”

Davis is now based at the 
Mountain Horticultural Crops 
Research Station in Mills River, just 
outside Asheville, but she happened 
to have some knowledge about 
hops because she did her graduate 
work in Washington State – in the 
Pacific Northwest where most 
of the country’s hops are grown. 
In addition, other university and 
NCDA&CS staff had an interest 
in helping grow hops for the state’s 
burgeoning craft brewing industry. 
So they quickly formed a team.

“We’ve learned a lot about 
pathology and how to control and 
how to monitor diseases, but the 
limiting factor was that hops are 
dependent on the number of hours of 
light and dark. They’re photo-period 
sensitive, and all the hops have been 
bred and are grown way up north. 
Think Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Michigan, even New York and parts 
of Canada,” Davis explained. “So 
when you get this far south, you 
get a beautiful plant, but the plant 
flowers too early, and so we don’t 

get the yields. We just don’t have 
enough leaf area there in order to 
produce as many cones as we need. 
So the cones were fine, the quality is 
good, there just weren’t quite enough. 
So very early on it was evident that 
we needed to do breeding.”

The lead breeder on Davis’s team is 
Luping Qu, Ph.D. He took a very quick 
interest in breeding hops that would 
yield better in North Carolina. So for 
about six years, he’s been working to 
develop new varieties of hops that will 
produce more cones under our light 
conditions in the southeast.

A grant from the New and Emerging 
Crops Program helped get the current 
phase of research established at the 
research station in Mills River. A 
second grant awarded this year in 
the amount of $96,000 has extended 
the project for two years, allowing 
Davis and Qu’s team to establish 
hops plots on two farms away from 
the research station.

“It’s allowing us to not only do 
the work on our research station, but 
to help set up two farmers with their 

own little research hop yards to grow 
these new lines,” Davis said.

In addition to yield, they’re also 
looking at fertilization and growth 
pattern. Davis believes that in about 
two years, Qu will be ready to apply 
for patents on a few hops varieties 
that prove to be productive in North 
Carolina. Then, it’ll be a matter of 
making those varieties available to 
farmers and/or brewers who want to 
grow them.

“Were you around when they were 
saying we could never have a wine 
grape industry in this state?” Davis 
asked in order to draw a comparison. 
“You know, it was like, ‘that’ll never 
work. That’ll never work.’ And a lot 
of the beginning growers, it was really 
tough. Well, now look what we’ve 
got and look at who gets into it now. 
They come in well-financed and very 
quickly they’re up and running. And 
I think that’s where we’re eventually 
going to be with hops, and particularly 
when we have varieties that they can 
really get the yields they want.”

Davis said the grant money is vital to 

making the research possible. Funding 
that was once available through the 
university is no longer an option, so she 
has to look elsewhere. She wouldn’t 
be able to explore options like better 
North Carolina-grown hops if her 
project wasn’t receiving a piece of the 
half million dollars the N.C. General 
Assembly has approved for the New 
and Emerging Crops grant program.

“We like to take the risk so the 
farmers don’t have to. [We essentially 
say,] ‘Let us test this new thing out first 
and find out what the opportunities 
and challenges are,’” Davis said. “Our 
program runs completely off grants 
and gifts, so grants like this are critical 
for us to be able to do anything. Many 
people are unaware that as a program I 
don’t have an operating budget, so my 
salary is paid and a portion of Luping’s 
salary is paid with state funds, and 
everything else is off grant money.

“New and emerging crops are 
particularly difficult to get funding for 
because the big federal grants often 
are for things that are a little bit more 
established. So the kind of funding that 

we get through NCDA – through 
the Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program and through this program 
– are often those things that nobody 
else is willing to take the chance on. 
And I have a long history now with 
both programs and really appreciate 
that. So that allows us to get that 
preliminary information that we 
can then use to build a team and 
have that preliminary data to then 
go for the larger sums of money.”

Davis said her ultimate goal is to 
help farmers who may be interested in 
a new source of revenue by growing 
hops in the state. In addition to the 
craft beer industry, she’s learned 
there’s a market for hops as an herb 
or flavoring in teas, cooking and 
even products such as ice cream, 
plus the floral market where hops 
are used simply for how they look.

“We have so many small-scale 
farmers in this state and want-to-be 
farmers that finally have a piece of 
land, whether they inherited it or 
finally were able to buy that dream 
little farm, and they can’t start a big 
strawberry operation, a big tomato 
operation. You know, they just they 
don’t have the resources. So [I love] 
helping people like that find a niche 
that they can fit in and be successful 
and enjoy, and that feeds into our 
economy,” Davis said.  “So things 
that feed into our economy and 
fit into the culture, environment 
and tourism and everything else 
is something that I felt passionate 
about. Nothing will make me walk 
on air the way someone coming up 
to me and going, you know, five 
years ago you came on the farm 
and you told me about this crop, 
say, turmeric and ginger, and now 
that’s what our farm is based on, 
and my kids are going to college 
on the money I made.”

Davis realizes hops may not ever 
be a large crop in North Carolina, 
but she does believe her project will 
help lead to its expansion across 
the state. With the development of 
productive varieties, she expects 
hops will often be grown in close 
association with breweries, with 
some breweries even helping support 
some of those hop yards.

The N.C. State Fair is celebrating 
farm families again through the 
Farm Family of the Day program. 
The program, sponsored by Tractor 
Supply Company, saw great success 
last year. It seeks to recognize and 
celebrate the state’s rich agricultural 
heritage and 11 farm families from 
across the state that represent North 
Carolina’s $92.9 billion agriculture 
and agribusiness industry. 

 “The State Fair’s earliest 
beginnings sought to elevate the 
understanding of new agricultural 
practices and technology. Today, one 
of agriculture’s biggest challenges is 
helping people make the connection 
between farming and the food 
they enjoy,” said N.C. Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Farm 
families tell that story the best 
because they are out there every 

day working hard to grow the food, 
fiber and fuel that we need. We are 
excited to recognize eleven more of 
these farm families this year at the 
N.C. State Fair.” 

The farm families were nominated 
either by family or community 
members for their hard-work and 
dedication to our state’s No. 1 industry, 
as well as their overall love for the 
N.C. State Fair. The lucky winners 
were chosen at random. Each farm 
family is assigned a specific day 
of the 2022 N.C. State Fair, taking 
place Oct. 13-23, where they will 
be honored through public address 
announcements and on-grounds 
signage, as well as being featured 
on both the N.C. State Fair and the 
NCDA&CS blogs and social media 
platforms. 

Follow along on those outlets 

to learn about each farm and what 
made them stand-out candidates for 
this year’s Farm Family of the Day 
program. Each family also received 
an N.C. State Fair prize pack, 
including fair tickets to use on any 
day of their choosing and plenty of 
swag from Tractor Supply Company. 

Congratulations to all of our winners 
and we look forward to seeing you at 
the 2022 N.C. State Fair!  

The 2022 N.C. Farm Families 
are as follows: 

Thursday, Oct. 13: Double S Farms, 
Lexington 

Friday, Oct. 14: Gross Farms, 
Sanford 

Saturday, Oct. 15: Springhouse 
Farm, Vilas 

Sunday, Oct. 16: Lindale Organic 
Dairy, Snow Camp 

Monday, Oct. 17: Juniper Creek 
Farm, Raleigh 

Tuesday, Oct. 18: Miller Farms, 
Gates 

Wednesday, Oct. 19: Roberts 
Farm, Denton 

Thursday, Oct. 20: Deal Family 
Farm, Franklin 

Friday, Oct. 21: Smith’s Family 

Fun Farm, Hillsborough 
Saturday, Oct. 22: Hearn Pecan 

Farm, Charlotte 
Sunday, Oct. 23: Pace Family 

Farm, Clayton 

The 2022 N.C. State Fair runs Oct. 
13-23 at the N.C. State Fairgrounds in 
Raleigh. The fair offers an experience 
unique to North Carolina and is a 
great value with free entertainment, 
thrilling rides and games, thousands 
of animals, endless family activities, 
competitions, vendors and creative 
deep-fried delights. For more 
information, visit www.ncstatefair.
org or connect on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram at @ncstatefair. 

At right and above, hops growing at 
the Mountain Horticultural Crops 
Research Station  in Mills River as 
part of ongoing research as a new 
and emerging crop. Varieties are 
being bred to fi nd one that grows 
better in the southeast. Most hops 
varities are grown in the upper 
northern part of the United States.


