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N.C. State Fair ready to welcome fairgoers 

Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

Upcoming 
Ag Review 
deadlines

(See Foote, pg. 5)

Foote picked to lead Plant Industry Division

   The advertising deadline 
follows:
-- Oct. 1 for November
-- Nov. 1 for December 
-- Dec. 1 for January
-- Jan. 3 for Februrary

Fair runs Oct. 14-24 in Raleigh
N.C. State Fair staff  are busy 

getting the fi nal touches in place for 
the 2021 fair, making now a great 
time for fairgoers to purchase advance 
admission and ride tickets. In a new 
partnership, tickets can be purchased 
in person at central Circle K locations 
around the state . 

“We are proud to bring Circle 
K on as our premier regional retail 
partner. With plenty of convenient 
locations, fairgoers will be able to 
easily buy tickets early to save time 
and money,” said fair manager Kent 
Yelverton. “In-person purchases can 
also be made at walk-up locations 
at the State Fairgrounds, the State 
Farmers Market and the N.C. Museum 
of History .”

Fairgoers can purchase adult, youth 
and senior admission tickets, unlimited 
ride bands and ride ticket sheets at all 

central NC Circle K locations. Tickets 
will be available until Oct. 24.

“We encourage fairgoers to buy their 
tickets in advance to beat the lines and 
begin enjoying all that the N.C. State 
Fair has to off er,” Yelverton said. “All 
gates have Fast Pass entrance lanes for 
people with tickets, so coming to the 
fair with tickets in hand makes sense.”

For information on where to buy 
tickets, as well as ticket packages, go 
to www.ncstatefair.org/2021/Visitor/
Tickets.htm.

The 2021 N.C. State Fair will run 
Oct. 14-24 at the North Carolina State 
Fairgrounds in Raleigh. The fair off ers 
a great value with free entertainment, 
thrilling rides and games, thousands 
of animals, endless family activities, 
competitions, vendors and creative deep-
fried delights. For more information, 
visit www.ncstatefair.org.

Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler recently named William “Bill” 
Foote of Cary as the new director of 
the Plant Industry Division in the 
N.C. Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. Foote replaces 
Phil Wilson, who is retiring at the end 
of September after 37 years with the 
department.

“I am pleased that Bill Foote 
brings a wealth of seed and plant pest 
knowledge and experience with him 
to this new role,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler.  “The 
work of our Plant Industry Division 
is broad and impacts North Carolina 
growers and residents alike as we have 

seen most recently with numerous 
calls about murder hornets, unsolicited 
seeds from China, spotted lanternfl y 
and nursery damage assessments in 
Western N.C. following Tropical Storm 
Fred. Bill understands the importance 
of seed quality along with the important 
work of plant conservation and plant 
protection from invasive species.”

Foote’s previous experience includes 
serving nine year as executive director 
of the N.C. Crop Improvement Program 
with N.C. State University. In that 
position, he administered the N.C. 
Certifi ed Seed Program as directed by 
the federal and state seed acts, provided 
fi nancial oversight to the grower-funded 

non-profi t, developed new industrial 
hemp standards that were adopted 
by the Association of Offi  cial Seed 
Certifying Agencies internationally, 
and provided phytosanitary inspections 
for N.C. seed producers to support 
export certifi cates for international 
and national sales. 

 Prior to that he was a graduate 
research assistant at N.C. State University 
for nearly four years, focused on fi eld, 
lab and greenhouse research to support 
the cotton extension program. Before 
coming to North Carolina, he owned 
his own farm in Ohio growing and 
selling a variety of fresh produce. 

Bill Foote

The N.C. State Fair livestock shows begin a day early on Oct. 13. The 
Jr. Livestock Sale of Champions will move to the second Friday, Oct. 
22, at 6 p.m. Don’t miss the fun.

Last month, we opened the N.C. 
Mountain State Fair in Fletcher after 
a year’s pause due to COVID-19.

It felt good to return to the opening 
weekend routine – a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, the gates opening to 
fairgoers, the swirling of rides, a 
Livestock Hall of Fame induction, the 

clogging competition and fair food. 
The very best part was seeing people 
enjoy themselves. 

Our agricultural fairs are a celebration 
of agriculture, of accomplishment and 
of community. I believe events like 
community fairs strengthen our bonds 
because when we gather in a spirit 
of celebration and fun, we are able 
to see one another on a similar level. 
Our diff erences are less obvious, and 
our similarities are joyfully apparent.

Our attendance numbers for the 
Mountain State Fair were down from 
our average, but numbers are not 
always the best measure of success. 
Just holding the Mountain State 
Fair this year and preparing to open 
the N.C. State Fair on Oct. 14 is an 
accomplishment and a success

The staff  of both of our fairs and 

the department have worked hard to 
put on events to remember. We knew 
these fairs might not be for everyone 
this year, but we also know these 
events hold special memories for 
multi-generations of fairgoers who 
look forward to the fairs every year. 

As a community, we logically know 
we cannot shut down everything in our 
lives. We have to fi gure out how we 
can coexist in a world with COVID, 
and we have been seeing residents do 
that every day in their personal lives.

At the end of the day, whether to 
attend an event like a fair is a personal 
decision and one I deeply respect.

I believe things are going to get 
better. As of print time (9/22), state 
public health offi  cials have reported 
a plateau in cases, with the number 
of new cases dropping for the second 

week in a row. I am hopeful we will 
see those numbers continue to go 
down in the weeks ahead. 

Additionally, I hope that next 
year at this time, we won’t be talking 
about COVID or the Delta variant 
and that it will be something we 
will have put behind us. 

I want to continue to encourage 
people to get vaccinated. It is the 
best bet we have for getting back 
to normal. The percentage of North 
Carolinians vaccinated goes up a 
little bit every month, but we still 
need more people to get the shot. 
Do your part and get the shot.   
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State Fair will celebrate 11 
Farm Families of the Day

(See State Fair Cares, pg. 4)

Bucolic briefs

 As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department of Labor 
off ers safety videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing green 
tobacco sickness, hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat stress, migrant housing requirements, 
forklift safety, and information about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos are in English 
and Spanish to increase understanding of safety hazards and preventing accidents. To learn more about the 
NCDOL and the Agricultural Safety and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR 
(800-625-2267). NCDOL is also on Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their information 

on the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. Anyone interested 
in listing their information can do so by fi lling out an online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page 
or by contacting NCDA&CS at 919-233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-
515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items 
capable of spreading harmful insects, diseases, and other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will 
be required to comply with all honey and bee industry regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not available 

at reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, rural business loans, 
disaster loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development bonds for agribusiness processing, 
ag-related manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more about Ag Finance Authority programs or to request 
a loan application, call 919-790-3949 or email at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

For the fi rst time, the N.C. 
State Fair will be recognizing a 
Farm Family of the Day every 
day of the fair. Eleven farms were 
selected for their hard work and 
contributions to North Carolina’s 
No. 1 industry – agriculture. 

The new Farm Family of the 
Day is brought to you by Tractor 
Supply Co. and seeks to recognize 
and celebrate the state’s rich 
agricultural heritage and many 
farm families that are behind the 
state’s $95.9 billion agriculture 
and agribusiness industry. 

Following is the schedule for 
the 2021 Farm Family of the Day:

Gillis Family Farm in Fayetteville 
– Oct. 14

Haynes Farm in Dobson – Oct. 15
Cottle Farms in Faison – Oct. 16
Linebergers Maple Spring Farm 

in Dallas – Oct. 17
Wadsworth Acres in Carthage 

– Oct. 18
Faith Family Farm in Prospect 

Hill – Oct. 19

Ogburn Berries and Produce at 
Willow Springs – Oct. 20

Jackson Farms Produce in Saint 
Pauls – Oct. 21

Conrad Farms in Cary – Oct. 22
Kee-Lang Farms Inc. in Trenton 

– Oct. 23
Hoggard Farm in Ahoskie--Oct. 24
Families recognized will be awarded 

an N.C. State Fair prize pack including 
fair tickets to use on any day of their 
choice during the 2021 N.C. State 
Fair. Families will be chosen by both 
nomination and application

Congratulations to these farms!

Every Friday on social media, we post a Farm 
Feature Friday showcasing one of our dedicated North 
Carolina farmers or agriculture industry workers. Ally 
Edwards, an Agriculture Science Teacher at  North 
Johnston Middle School, is one of those industry 
leaders. The #FarmFeatureFriday campaign will run 
through December 2021 on our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages and from August to December 
will feature younger farmers in the industry. Be sure 
to tune in each Friday afternoon on social and help 
show your support for our local farmers!

The agriculture industry takes on many shapes 
and forms, including teaching and molding the next 
generation of industry professionals. Ally Edwards 
is an Agriculture Science teacher at North Johnston 
Middle School where she enjoys helping her kids see 
the importance of agriculture on a daily basis.

Growing up on a family farm in Wendell gave Ally 
a true appreciation for farming and N.C. agriculture. 
“I grew up on a fourth generation family farm that 
continues to grow tobacco, sweet potatoes, soybeans, 
wheat and corn,” she said, “I learned a lot of lessons, 
including how to appreciate agriculture, during my 
time on the farm but wanted to take that knowledge and 
further incorporate it in our next generation of leaders.”

During her time in high school, Ally was involved 
with FFA and 4H, which only helped mold her love 
for agriculture and led her to pursue an Ag Education 
major at N.C. State University, where she graduated 
from in 2019. “I decided in high school that I wanted 
to pursue a career in ag education because I had such 
great relationships with my own ag teachers,” Ally said, 
“and my time at N.C. State only furthered my passion 
and helped me develop lifelong friends in this industry.”

Ally’s entrance into the world of teaching agriculture 

has been anything but conventional due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Working off  a blended attendance model for 
over a year, half virtual and half in-person, teaching 
135 kids has not been what Ally expected but she has 
loved it nonetheless. “Despite starting out my career 
in the middle of a global pandemic, I have truly loved 
every minute of my job and plan to stay in this fi eld 
until I retire,” she said, “seeing the kids appreciate 
agriculture and being a positive light to them each day 
makes my job worth it.” She has recently moved back 
to fully in-person classes and is excited to experience 
that interaction with her students.

On a daily basis, Ally tends to a variety of tasks 
in addition to teaching, including lunch duty, parent 
meetings and lesson planning. She is also currently 
working to re-establish the FFA Chapter in her school 
next year! “My job is so important in today’s world 
because people are further and further removed from 
the farm,” Ally said, “Ten out of my 135 kids this year 
have a background in agriculture, and with it being our 
state’s number one industry, we have an education gap 
that I get the honor of helping fi ll everyday.”

In the future, Ally hopes to establish some hands-on 
learning experiences for her kids, including a school 
garden and possibly class animals like chickens. “There’s 
a job for everyone in agriculture,” she said, “and I 
plan to spend my career teaching our future leaders to 
fi gure out what facet of agriculture is calling to them, 
pursue it and never let go.” In the past year, she has 
assigned various virtual projects to help students learn 
about diff erent areas of agriculture, including how to 
approach a cow, egg dissection and making their own 
fl oral arrangements.

When she is not teaching or helping on the family 
farm, you can fi nd Ally enjoying a brain break by 
scrolling through TikTok.

Ag teacher making her mark in industry

Fairgoers will have a special opportunity to give back this year, as the 
North Carolina State Fair kicks off  the 2021 State Fair  Cares program. 

Created in 2018 to help North Carolinians recover from Hurricane 
Florence, State Fair Cares allows fairgoers to add a donation to the Food 
Bank of Eastern and Central North Carolina directly to their online ticket 
purchases. 

This year’s program will be kicked off  by a $15,000 donation from 
House-Autry Mills. House-Autry has been a fi xture at the State Fair for 
years, but decided to instead focus on donations this year due to COVID-19 
concerns. 

“House-Autry has been partnering with the North Carolina State Fair for 
as long as anyone can remember, and we’ve always valued our relationship 
with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture,” said Craig Haywood, 
House-Autry Mills CEO. “Unfortunately, the pandemic has put signifi cant 
restrictions on our usual activities, so this year we’re prioritizing the safety 
of our customers and staff  by pausing our hushpuppy sampling and shifting 
those dollars to State Fair Cares Program which will provide much needed 

State Fair Cares program 
supports Food Bank
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Two couples inducted into the WNC Livestock Hall of Fame

Award renamed for long-time Food Distribution director

Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler inducted two couples 
into the N.C. Mountain State Fair 
Livestock Hall of Fame during the 
fair’s opening weekend. Troxler 
recognized Randy and Debbie 
Trantham of Candler and James and 
Wanda Dobbins of Rutherfordton 
for their longtime support to the fair, 
livestock shows, display agriculture 
and the livestock industry in western 
North Carolina.

“The Tranthams and the Dobbins 
have been part of the livestock 
shows at the N.C. Mountain State 
Fair since the fair started in 1994,” 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler said. “We couldn’t have built 
this livestock program into what it 
is today without their contributions, 
knowledge and passion for educating 
others about their animals. 

The Tranthams have been 
advocates for fi ber and fi ber animals 
for almost 32 years, devoting their 
time to educating the public about 
the breeds of long-wooled sheep they 
raise, the fi ber they produce and the 
products available from this type of 
agriculture. They have participated in 
livestock displays for the Mountain 
State Fair since the fair started. In 
1998, Debbie began using wool 
from her sheep to create handcrafted 
Santas through her business Fiber 

Dreams Santas. The Trantham family 
helped establish the fair’s long-wooled 
sheep competition and has mentored 
generations of children during their 
involvement with the fair. The family 
continues to be active in agriculture, 
raising nearly 50 head of endangered 
long-wool sheep, belted Galloway 
cattle, llamas, horses, chickens and 
goats. They are currently involved in 
the Valais Blacknose Sheep Breed Up 
program, bringing the newest breed of 
long-wool sheep to the United States. 
“Debbie and Randy fi nd great joy in 
bringing their grandchildren to the 
fair and showing them all about the 
traditions this annual event brings,” 
Troxler said. “As a grandfather 
myself, I know how cherished the 
opportunity is to see something you 
love, like the fair, through the eyes of 
your grandchildren.”

The Dobbins have shown Brahman 
cattle since the beginning of the N.C. 
Mountain State Fair. They participate 
in the display livestock, which is what 
most fairgoers who visit the fair see 
when they visit the livestock area. 
These displays show livestock and 
provide educational information on 
the diff erent breeds. 

The Dobbins are dedicated to 
educating families about their cattle and 
talking about what the cattle industry 
means to agriculture. James Dobbins 

has a lifelong love for his Brahman 
bulls and cows and has raised them 
for more than 40 years at Dobbins 
Farm. His daughter Laura said she tells 
people that she has one two-legged 
brother and many four-legged brothers 
and sisters. James Dobbins is also a 
member of the Carolinas Brahman 
Breeders Association.  

“The Dobbins have made a lasting 
impact on livestock shows at the 

N.C. Mountain State Fair,” Troxler 
said. “Their contributions will set 
an example for generations to come. 
Their children, Laura and Robby, 
have also been a fi xture at the fair and 
have said their parents set a wonder 
example for them. They taught them 
to always be true to their word, never 
break a promise and above all else, 
be early. Never be late.” 

The N.C. Mountain State Fair 

Livestock Hall of Fame was created 
by livestock show staff  to recognize 
individual contributions to the 
livestock industry and livestock 
shows in western North Carolina.

The N.C. Mountain State Fair 
runs through Sept. 19 at the WNC 
Agricultural Center in Fletcher. 
More information is available at 
www.mountainfair.org.

 This past spring, when Gary 
Gay retired as the director of the 
Food Distribution Division after 
36 years with NCDA&CS, the 
division staff  wanted to celebrate 
his retirement with a special gift. 
That gift also turned into a way to 
honor another long-time employee.

They created the Gary W. Gay 
Award of Excellence as a way to 
remember Gay’s contribution to the 
Department of Agriculture and the 
division. Gay decided that the fi rst 
award should be one of distinction, 
given to honor Bob Sitton. Sitton 
was the division’s assistant director 
who had retired just a few months 
earlier after more than 20 years with 
the Department of Agriculture.

The new award is an evolution 
of an honor that Gay and his staff  
started in 2018. It was a “best 
practices” award honoring a school 
and/or a school district for its use 
of USDA commodity foods and 
Farm to School foods that are 
shipped through the division. Upon 
Gay’s retirement, the staff  decided 
to rename the award as the Gary 
Gay Award of Excellence.

“Bob’s contribution to the division 
was signifi cant, and we didn’t really 
get to honor him in any way. His 
retirement was virtual [because of 
the pandemic],” explained Vicky 
Cox, the fi eld services administrator 
who heads the award’s application 
and selection process. “For Gary, 
this was a way to honor Bob for 
all his contributions over the years 
and honor him in the way we really 
couldn’t in November.”

The public recognition came during 
the School Nutrition Association of 

North Carolina’s state conference near 
the end of June. Although there were 
required safety protocols in place, they 
were able to meet in person this year. 
Gay was able to present Sitton with the 
award in front of many of the people 
in school nutrition whom Sitton had 
worked with for many years.

“It was Gary’s way of giving a 
fi nal thank you,” Cox said.

New name. Expanded scope.
With the renaming of the award, 

the scope of honorees is also changing 
and expanding. The previous Food 
Distribution “best practices” award 
sought to highlight schools that came 

up with innovative 
ways to incorporate 
USDA commodities 
and Farm to School 
commodities into 
their school nutrition 
programs. It was 
essentially an award to 
recognize innovation, 
but in creating the 
award, Gay realized 
there would be another 
benefi t, too.

“It was a way to 
highlight how well a 
school did but also 
give other school 
districts ideas, to 
encourage them and 
spark ideas for other 
school districts – to 
spur the use of USDA 
foods and Farm 
to School foods in 
school,” Cox said. 
“We hoped school 
nutrition leaders 
would think ‘if this 
school can do that, 

maybe we can, too.’ We were able to 
highlight what a school district did 
and how it impacted the community. 
It opened up a conversation.”

With the renaming, the award 
will broaden to recognize customer 
service, which Gay was known for 
promoting. That could still mean 
recognizing a school for innovative 
use of commodities, but it could also 
focus on a single person for making a 
diff erence in the school nutrition and 
food distribution arena.

Renaming the award for Gary Gay 
will be a lasting way to honor him 

and carry on his legacy of customer 
service. At the same time, honoring 
Sitton with the fi rst Gary Gay award 
helped transition the award to a broader 
focus on customer service. The timing 
was particularly good in a year when 
the pandemic forced many schools 
into survival mode and disrupted 
how they may have planned to use 
commodities coming through Food 
Distribution.

Well-deserved honor.
“As far as customer service, Bob 

was very deserving,” said Heather 
Eatmon who also helps coordinate the 
award for the division. “He handled 
emergency operations as our liaison. He 
oversaw daily operations and ‘Bob’s 
List’ and managed school entitlement 
funds. He helped manage overstock 
or under purchases, which is where 
Bob’s List came in.”

His involvement seemed endless, 
Eatmon said. In coordinating with the 
Emergency Operations Center during 
disasters, Sitton worked out of the 
center in Raleigh to coordinate food 
and supply shipments. Bob’s List was 
an online clearinghouse that helped 
school nutrition programs share food 
shipments when they had too much 
or needed more to fi t their budgets. 
(Read more in a previous blog post.)

“Bob was someone who would 
always do anything and everything 
that was needed,” Cox said.

A major part of Sitton’s job was 
coordinating with schools, and since he 
fi rst began working with the division as 
a fi eld representative, he’d previously 
worked even more closely with school 
nutrition staff .

“He was great at communicating 
with schools, and that’s where his 

customer service really shined, 
even more than it already did with 
everything else he did,” Eatmon said.

Sitton received a crystal tractor-
trailer for his retirement, so for 
the inaugural Gary Gay award, 
he received framed artwork. It’s 
expected to be the only time an 
item like that is gifted for the award.

Cox and Eatmon said the overall 
scope of the newly envisioned 
award is still being worked out. 
The criteria, selection process, 
etc., should take shape in time for 
notices to go out late this year or 
early next year. The physical award 
itself will continue to be a crystal 
tractor-trailer truck – a replica of 
the tractor-trailers that are integral 
to the Food Distribution Division’s 
work. It’s a highly coveted award 
in North Carolina’s school nutrition 
community, and while the name and 
focus of the award has changed, that 
crystal truck is what people will still 
be fi ghting for, Eatmon said in jest.
 
Eat healthy. 
Shop local.   

Support N.C. 
farmers

Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler inducted the Tranthams and Dobbins into the Western NC Live-
stock Hall of Fame during the opening weekend of the Mountain State Fair.  
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Oxford Research Station hosts unique popcorn tour

(Continued from pg. 1)
State Fair CaresDeadline extended for disaster relief

Ensure that adequate nutrients will be available for a newly planted wheat crop.

If soil pH needs adjusting and you have not done so, go ahead and apply lime before planting. 
Next, give wheat a good start by fertilizing according to soil test recommendations, especially with 
regard to phosphorus, potassium and sulfur. When the crop is planted on time, 15 to 30 pounds of 
preplant nitrogen per acre should be suffi  cient to promote maximum growth and tillering.

Nutrition will be especially important if wheat is planted after grain sorghum on sandy soils with 
low CEC because soil nutrient reserves may have been signifi cantly depleted. In that situation, be 
particularly attentive to crop development. Yellowing, poor stand establishment and lack of tillering 
could signal a need for additional nitrogen as the season progresses.

  
Remember to check for nematode problems during crop harvest.

Plant-parasitic nematodes are common in all fi eld crop soils and often lower yields without being 
very apparent. Fall is an excellent time to fi nd out if nematode populations are high and, if so, to 
develop a plan to manage them. When the weather is good for harvest, it is also good for collecting 
soil samples for nematode assay.

Nematode populations peak at the end of the growing season so samples assayed at this time 
provide an accurate description of potential hazards. If you submit samples in the fall, you will have 
time to plan a management strategy.

If you noticed localized areas of poor growth during the growing season, it is a good idea to 
collect separate soil samples from good and poor areas. Submit two samples from each of these 
areas-one for nematode assay and one for soil fertility. Comparison of results from good and poor 
areas and from nematode assays and soil tests is helpful in pinpointing a problem.

October AgroTips
Before planting legume cover or forage crops, be sure to submit soil samples, or get revised 

recommendations based on recent soil report data.

High fertilizer costs may have you considering the use of legumes as a cover crop or as part of a 
forage program. If so, be sure to refer to recent soil report data for your fi elds as you plan. Legumes 
have diff erent fertility than many traditional crops.

It is usually not necessary to collect new soil samples from fi elds that have been sampled within 
the last two (sandy soils) or three (clay soils) years. To get revised/updated recommendations for 
your current situation, consult your regional agronomist. If you need to collect new samples, send 
them to the Agronomic Division soil testing lab now to avoid the processing delays that are common 
during the fall/winter. The sooner you get your results, the sooner you’ll be able to fi nalize lime 
and fertilizer purchases or make plans to plant legume cover or forage crops to supply additional 
nitrogen.

Fall is an ideal time to apply lime.

Fall liming is an excellent way to prepare for the spring growing season. Whether you are 
renovating your yard, preparing a new landscape planting or readying your fi elds for the next 
crop, fall is the best time to apply lime. However, lime should only be applied according to the 
recommendations from a recent soil report.

Take advantage of dry fall weather to apply lime as soon as possible. If you delay, wet weather 
may prevent the application even longer. The earlier you put out lime, the sooner soil pH will be 
adjusted to meet your planting needs.

On a hot, humid, August morning, 
Amy Manzulich of Roxboro stood 
on the edge of a corn plot on the 
Oxford Research Station, watching 
her four children pull ears of corn 
from the stalks. Braving the heat 
was worth it as they each brought 
over ears and shucked them to 
see the kernels on the cob inside 
– their eyes lighting up with each 
new discovery. There was chatter 
about the color of the kernels and 
whether they were “ripe” enough or 
dry enough to use for popping corn.

Popcorn was the star attraction 
for their little fi eld trip. Manzulich 
and her homeschooled children were 
some of the dozens who attended 
the popcorn fi eld plot tour, hosted 
by Granville & Person County 
extension agent Gary Cross.

“This is a good visual to see 
that there are completely diff erent 
varieties,” Manzulich said as her 
children pulled and shucked the ears.

Exposing people to diff erent 
varieties of popcorn was the goal 
of Cross’s tour. Before the tour 
moved to Cross’s popcorn fi eld 
plot, tucked into a corner of the 
research station land, the fi rst half 
of the educational event was held in 
the shadow of the Granville County 
Extension offi  ce. People sat around 
sampling popcorn snacks as Cross 
explained some history of popcorn 
and the many types of popcorn he’s 
studied over the years.

Jennifer Brown, the family and 

consumer science agent for Granville 
& Person County Extension shared 
some information on the nutritional 
aspects of popcorn to. Cross even 
proposed that popcorn growing in 
North Carolina could present economic 
opportunities. He encouraged the crowd 
to start popcorn businesses such as 
Yadkin Valley Popcorn.

“Nobody’s seemed to want to look 
at the diff erent aspects of popcorn other 
than the regular No. 2 yellow that you 
pop. Well there are other things out 
here that you can explore,” Cross said. 
“You can grow it here. There should 
be more grown.”

Many in the crowd were home 
gardeners interested in just that. They 
asked questions about growing and 
popping characteristics of varieties and 
which varieties of popcorn could be 
grown with decent success in the state, 

Cross, of course, had answers. 
Some of the varieties he recommended 
included the following: Pennsylvania 
Dutch Butter, white varieties such as 
White Pearl, Lady Fingers types and 
earlier maturing varieties out of Brazil 
and Argentina.

With help from USDA, Cross 
was even able to give out packets 
of popcorn seeds for people to take 
home and try. He said he also got help 
from station superintendent Thomas 
Cobb and other NCDA&CS research 
station staff  in preparing the plot for 
a public visit, not to mention the 
space the station provided to grow 
his corn plot. Cross uses the plot to 

study disease, emergence, ear quality, 
lodging (stalk breakage below the 
ears), stock quality, ear color, kernel 
color, insects and germination.

He said having the plot on a research 
station helps with that work. He’s 
worked with farmers to use plots of 
their land, but farmers aren’t always 
be able to give up their land at length 
and they may not have all the resources 
that are available on a station.

“It’s a lot easier on a research 
station because the station lets you 
work on your own timeframe to get 
it done, and if I need something [such 
as equipment] it’s usually available 
on the station,” Cross said.

Everyone who attended the tour got 
a packet of information about popcorn 
to help them learn even more. Since 
Cross was fi nished with this year’s 
plot, he invited attendees to take ears 

home and plant the kernels for their 
own popcorn crops next year. Some 
people left with arms full of ears of 
multiple varieties.

“I think that they loved the 
bagged snack popcorn that they got 
to try and the drinks,” Manzulich 
said of her children’s experience. 
“And we’ve got lots of papers to 
take home. This is a good jumping 
off  point to go and then learn more.”

Above and top left,  a home-school group 
was among the visitors to the Oxford 
Research Station‘s recent popcorn tour.  
Bottom left, diff erent varieties of popcorn 
on dispolay. 

The N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
has extended its deadline to Dec. 
31 to apply for a $79.6 million 
USDA grant for poultry, livestock 
and plasticulture producers and 
woodland owners in 90 counties 
who suff ered losses in 2018-2019 
from Hurricanes Florence, Michael 
and Dorian. 

 This program offers direct payments 
to eligible poultry/livestock and 
plasticulture producers. Assistance 
is for losses associated with these 
hurricanes and not covered under 
other USDA disaster programs. 

 It will also off er technical and 
fi nancial assistance to woodland 
owners in the emergency-declared 

counties that were aff ected by these 
hurricanes. Comprehensive forest 
management plans will be off ered to 
those landowners in order to assess 
the storm impacts to their woodlands 
and identify benefi cial management 
recommendations. 

 “Eligibility requirements diff er 
signifi cantly between the agricultural 
and forestry categories,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. “I would 
encourage farmers and forest owners 
who think they may be eligible to check 
the online links for the agricultural 
applications or contact their local N.C. 
Forest Service County Ranger Offi  ce.”

Poultry/livestock and plasticulture 
producers will need a current and 
completed NC Substitute W9 form 

ready to scan into the application. 
Additionally, growers are encouraged 
to research and gather any evidence of 
poultry/swine structure damage and 
any damage evidence for plasticulture 
and greenhouses from those specifi c 
storms. They should be prepared to 
scan documents into the application 
for consideration of payment.

Contact a local N.C. Forest Service 
County Ranger’s offi  ce for details about 
the “Woodland Recovery” program. A 
list of contacts can be found at https://
www.ncforestservice.gov/contacts/
contacts_main.htm

For information, including links to 
the poultry/livestock and plasticulture 
applications, visit www.ncagr.gov/
agdisasterprogram or call  919-707-3362. 

support to our community.”
“We’re incredibly thankful for the 

N.C. State Fair Cares program, and 
our partners at the North Carolina  
State Fair and House-Autry Mills 
for all they do to help support North 
Carolinians in times of need,” said 
Peter Werbicki, President & CEO 
of the Food Bank. “COVID-19 has 

led to folks needing to make some 
impossible choices around food, and 
the N.C. State Fair Cares program 
will help alleviate some of those 
choices.”

The North Carolina State Fair 
will run Oct. 14-24. To buy tickets 
online and make a donation, visit 
http://www.ncstatefair.org/2021/

Keep up with the latest on the N.C. Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services through 
the department’s blog at www.ncagr.gov/blog or 
on Facebook, Twitter of Instagram. 
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‘This Farm Wife’ tells her farm’s story online

Classifi ed Advertising
Ads are run free for N.C. residents & can be submitted by mail to 1001 Mail Service Center, 
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every item being sold. 
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Cane/sorghum roller 
mill, horse/mule driven, GC, 
$1,750. F.D. Childers, High 
Point 336-882-3482.

2 rear tractor tires, off 
Ford red belly, 12-4-28, 1 tire 
on rim, $150. Douglas Isley, 
Stokesdale 336-643-3015.

GT batch grain dryer, 500 
bu, all elec, w/book, $4,500. 
Mark Shore, Walnut Cove 
336-409-3524.

1971 Farmall 140 tractor, 
GC, RG, needs paint, $5,500. 
Lenwood Jackson, Harrells 
910-532-4597.

2014 Bobcat fast track, 42 
in., used 40 hrs./yr, w/bagger, 
$4,500 obo. John Matthews, 
Winston Salem 336-671-8425.

1963 JD 10-10 special, 
new tires, needs restoring, 
$3,500. Jack Wall, Dobson 
336-374-2159 or 648-2903.

1965 Cat D7 dozer, new 
battery & starter, undercar-
riage about 75%, tilt blade, 
$16,000. Johnny Abee, Har-
mony 704-546-2127.

2 used rims for Ford MF, 
11-28, $50 & $85; 2 new Ford 
tractor rims, 10-28, $270; (2) 
Ford 11-28, $300. Bill Way, 
Gibsonville 336-312-8329.

Homemade wood split-
ter, hd, 11 hp Honda motor, 
self-start, new hoses & cyl, 
repacked, $1,000. Billy Hughes, 
Sanford 919-776-4567.

2 Mueller milk tanks, 2,000 
gal, w/wash up pumps, cooler 
tank, $5,000; 16-cow milk 
machine, $1,500. Joe Gaddy,  
Snow Camp 919-742-2968.

Grain box trailer, GC, $300; 
tobacco stringer, $150; new 
ind water pump, #SEB2Y-LE3C, 
3.5 hp, $300. J. Lloyd Mabe, 
Danbury 336-703-8232.

Equipment
For Sale

Beehives, top bar, supers, 
& med boxes, everything for 
bee keeping; Bee-Pro pat-
ties, other items, $100 & up. 
Brenda McMasters, Ramseur 
336-736-6409.

Bees, Supplies 
& Services

For Sale

NOTICE
N.C. law requires a permit to 

sell honey bees in the state. A 
permit is not required for: The 
sale of less than 10 bee hives 
in a calendar year, a one-time 
going-out-of-business sale 
of less than 50 hives, or the 
renting of bees for pollination 
purposes or their movement to 
gather honey.

2 grain augers, 16 ft. & 
24 ft., both 4 in., elec motors, 
run, $100 ea. Charlie Connolly, 
Hiddenite 828-632-4696.

JD 40 EC, always stored, 
$4,000 irm. Ronald Cope-
land, Apex 919-362-6031.

Ford NAA-600 tractor, 
$3,000. Billy Cole, West End 
910-947-2009.

 Galion grader, 12 ft. 
blade, excel for leveling new 
land, $18,000. F.D. Rivenbark, 
Willard 910-540-7161.

2020 Enrossi sickle bar 
mower, model BFS-210, 7 ft. 
bar, 2 cutting bars, limited 
use, LN, manual. $4,750. 
Bill Mullinix Jr., Rich ield 
704-985-5206.

Gehl sm feed mill, rub-
ber tires, requires 45-55 hp 
tractor, $500. Earl Parker,  
Franklinton 919-494-7496.

3-14 trip plow, new plow 
pts, $350. Jimmy Craver, 
Clemmons 336-775-8563.

1955 MF TO-35, good lift, 
hi/lo range, new paint, RG, 
$3,000; 1957 Oliver Super 
55, painted 2 yrs ago, $3,500. 
Wayne Brock, Stanley 704-
827-8967.

2 rear wheel wgts for 
JD M through 1010, $400. 
Preston Woolard Jr., Louis-
burg 919-496-4966.

Horse Events
Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699

Oct. 4 Horse and Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-
390-0878.

Oct. 16 BBHA Open Show. Contact Jerry King, 910-237-4525.
Nov. 1 Horse and Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-

390-0878.
Nov. 13 & 14 Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey, 

540-570-8785. 

Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-
792-5111

Oct. 16 & 17 .... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 
252-378-4474.

Oct. 29-31 ........ The East Coast Color-Rama. Contact Lori Smith, 
336-309-9470.

Nov. 19 & 20 ... NC Barrel Bonanza. Contact Fred Smith, 252-
883-1641.

Dec. 4 & 5 ....... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 
252-378-4474.

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
No events listed. 

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, 
Raleigh, 919-839-4701

Oct. 14-24 ........ N.C. State Fair Horse Shows.
Nov. 4-8 ........... Jump for Children Duke I Benefi t Hunter/Jumper 

Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Nov. 11-15 ....... Jump for Children Duke II Benefi t Hunter/Jumper 

Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Dec. 4-6 ........... 10th Annual Holiday Classic Open Horse Show. 

Contact Richard Isley, 336-908-3302.
Dec. 28-31 ....... Raleigh Indoor Holiday Classic. Joan Petty, 

919-669-9877.

*Show dates are subject to change. Call ahead to confi rm. 

Every Friday on social media, we post a Farm Feature 
Friday showcasing one of our dedicated North Carolina 
farmers or agriculture industry workers. Meredith Bernard, 
also known as This Farm Wife, is one of those industry 
leaders. The #FarmFeatureFriday campaign will run through 
December 2021 on our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages 
and from August to December will feature younger farmers 
in the industry. Be sure to tune in each Friday afternoon on 
social and help show your support for our local farmers!

Sometimes life has a funny way of directing us to where 
we need to be and that was certainly the case for Meredith 
Bernard, also known as This Farm Wife. Although she 
didn’t grow up on a farm, Meredith grew up around facets 
of the agriculture industry with both her parents working at 
N.C. State University, one with Cooperative Extension. “I 
remember being around agriculture as a kid because I always 
loved riding horses and my cousin worked a tobacco farm,” 
she said, “but it wasn’t until a friend and I got involved in 
ag science at N.C. State that my true passion was born.”

Upon leaving college, Meredith worked for a variety of 
corporate and retail locations, including a feed store, before 
fi nding her way back to her husband’s family farm in 2013. 
“The demands of corporate life had gotten to be too much 
and I wanted a life where I could spend more time with my 
family,” she said, “so I returned to the family farm and in 
turn found so much more. I truly found myself and my one 
true passion in this lifestyle.” Today, the farm continues to 
raise beef cattle and hay.

For Meredith there is no typical day on the farm because 
things are always changing but she never gets bored. From 
homeschooling the children and feeding the farm cattle to 
fi xing anything that needs to be repaired and managing her 
huge online/social media presence, Meredith and her family 
have learned to fi nd comfort in the chaos. “I have learned 

that it’s all about fi nding balance in the imbalance,” she said, 
“there is a lot to be done on a daily basis but being able to do 
it together brings a huge sense of pride and accomplishment.”

Although the lack of control can sometimes be frustrating, 
Meredith says there is no greater joy than being a part of 

the process and seeing the fruits of their labor. In addition to 
helping around the farm, Meredith has established an online 
platform, www.thisfarmwife.com, where she shares the real 

(See This Farm Wife, pg. 8)

(Continued from pg. 1)
Foote
 His operation also included a 20,000 square foot greenhouse production 
of fl oral fl ats and vegetables that retailed through the farm.

Foote was born in Ohio but moved to North Carolina 13 years ago to 
pursue his PhD. He and his wife Patty have fi ve children. Foote is active 
in the industry serving as a board member for the NCSU Variety Release 
Board, the American Seed Trade Association and the North American 
Invasive Species Management Association. He is also an advisory member 
of the Peanut Variety & Quality Evaluation board, Virginia-Carolinas Peanut 
Growers Association, the NCSU Micropropagation and Repository advisory 
board and NCSU Soybean Yield Contest advisory group. 

The Plant Industry Division ensures seed and fertilizer and other soil 
additives off ered for sale in North Carolina meet prescribed standards and are 
truthfully labeled. It protects the state’s agriculture and natural environment 
from introduced plant pests, including insects, diseases, and noxious weeds, 
and enhances and protects our state’s endangered and threatened plants.
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Farmland
Wanted

Hay & Grain
For Sale

FARMLAND WANTED

Land for sale must consist 
of at least 3 acres and be 
used for agricultural pur-
poses, i.e. cultivation, raising 
livestock and/or other farm 
commodities.

Advertisers must indicate 
use of land.

Farmland
For Sale

Farm Labor
For Sale

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Equipment
Wanted

FARM EQUIPMENT

Farm Labor
Wanted

FARM EQUIPMENT FARM EQUIPMENT

Horses & 
Supplies
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: All 
equine 6 mos. or older 
must have a current 
negative Coggins test. 
Advertisers must supply 
the accession number 
of test, the name of lab 
doing the test, the date 
of test and results for 
each equine advertised. 

Horses &
Supplies
Wanted

2021 orchard grass $8.50/
sq bale; fescue for horses, 
sheep, goats, $7-$7.50/bale; 
rnd, $25-$30. Barry Lindley, 
Pittsboro 919-742-4009.

Fescue/orchard grass 
mix, horse quality, 4x5 rnd, 
no rain, sheltered, 1st cut, 
$45/rl; 2nd cut, $40/rl. Jay 
Hohn, Archdale 336-289-
3686.

2021 coastal bermuda, 
horse quality, baled dry & 
in barn, $6/sq bale; cow 
hay avail, sq & rnd. Keith 
Vandiford, Snow Hill 252-
714-7126.

Fescue, 1st cut, 4x4 rnd, 
twine & net wrapped, on 
pallets, dry storage, $35/
rl. Scott Beasley, Denton 
336-239-7602.

Coastal bermuda, 4x5, 
(45) rnd, $50 ea; (800) sq, 
$5 ea.  Gary White, Sanford 
919-775-9769.

2021 fescue/orchard 
grass, sq bales, $5 ea. Marty 
DeMers, Sophia 336-509-
0241.

Sulky ,  carriage or 
horse drawn wagon, lrg 
enough for Ha linger to 
pull; inexpensive. Deborah 
Pearson-Moyers, Hillsbor-
ough 919-933-1444.

Big Horn A00825 rop-
ing saddle, 16 in. padded 
roughout seat, 3 ½ in. 
cantle, 7/8 doub rigging 
quarter horse bars, LN, $950 
irm. Don Whittington, Mt. 

Pleasant 704-792-5584.
Old collars, bridles, 

reins, harness, single trees, 
plows, saddle, buggy seat, 
$25-$250. Neal Lee, Advance 
336-998-8922, nights.

8 new horse feeders, 
galvanized, swing out 
combo, 36x21, w/frame for 
barn, $150 ea or $1,000/
all. Josh Landt, Gloucester 
252-723-6977.

Land to lease for deer & 
turkey hunting, Davie, Rocking-
ham, Surry, Guilford, Yadkin, 
Stokes; will share venison, 
respect land; will pay top 
rate. George Sealey, Advance 
336-971-2321.

Sm farm to lease Rock-
ingham or Stokes co, 2-20 ac, 
good cropland, pasture, creek 
or pond, barn or shed, elec 
power; can maintain/repair, 
reasonable price. T.A. Jones, 
Stokesdale 336-314-8751.

Land to lease for dove 
hunting, gun dog training, 
Forsyth or surrounding co; 
will plant/maintain.  Randall 
Patterson, Winston-Salem 
336-528-1074 or Bill Cowan, 
406-6007.

Land for lease Rockingham 
co, 10 ac fenced, pasture, $300/
mo; 7 ac for organic farming, 
$1,000/yr; 15 ac  for organic 
farming, $1,400/yr. Norbert 
Hector, Browns Summit 919-
368-4411.

Would like to work a harvest 
operating newer grain cart/
combine; near beach, rent a 
house/condo for a month for 
wife & me. Lacey Robinson, 
Wilmington 704-460-3213.

Vert & horz mowing, ponds, 
dams, property lines, other; 
food plot setting & plow-
ing, $65/hr. + deliv. Roger 
McKenzie, Jackson Springs 
910-528-2293.

Electric fence box repair, 
afw, tsc, ssc, parmak, $15/hr. 
Bobby Nichols, N. Wilkesboro 
336-927-2850.

Wire fencing, board fenc-
ing, all posts, $6.15/ft., free 
estimates. Benjamin Glasscoe, 
Thomasville 336-726-4178.

Tractor repair, Ford, JD, 
Ferguson; painting, repair, 
restoration, $60/hr. Danny 
Hicks, Siler City 919-704-5219.

4x4 tractor w/front loader. 
Joseph Woody, Morganton 
828-437-5586 or 334-0473.

JD 430 dozer. Harold Rob-
erts, Lenoir 828-758-8160.

Case 584 forklift for parts. 
Gene Brown, Gibsonville 336-
541-5484.

Trans linkage for Komatsu 
dozer, D41S-3, S/N 06001 & 
up. Tommy Sink, Lexington 
336-787-5996.

Used tire for IH 574, 14.9 
x 36. Phil Hart Sr., Louisburg 
919-562-1091.

JD 40, 420 or 430, must 
have wide front end, running 
or not. Terry Greene, Forest 
City 828-305-5883.

Irrig pump, pto driven, 
min 4 in. ports, must be GC 
& in working order. Franklin 
Garland, Hillsborough 919-
593-3437.

Cultipacker, 5 ft., 3 pt. 
Tim Gentle, Mt. Pleasant 704-
224-5012.

AC D15, series II, WF, PS; 
snap coupler hitch w/3 pt 
adapter. Larry Jordan, Bryson 
City 352-332-7707.

2 rolling cult clamps, for 
holding sweep on end of 3 in. 
diameter arm; or, old rolling 
cult for parts. Steve Adams, 
Ahoskie 252-209-6348.

Small Farmall 140 trac-
tor. James Lee Jr., Wadesboro 
704-694-9523.

Used spin-out wheel for 
MF 165 tractor, GC. Jason 
Lambeth, High Point 336-
687-4248.

2-row cult for Farmall C 
tractor. Doug Shoffner, Burl-
ington 336-260-2260.

Hesston 745 rnd baler, 
used little, $5,500; 2 Itnl C 
tractors, for parts or refurbish, 
$700. Jim Wehunt, Lawndale 
704-692-0891.

JD 1050 tractor, low 
hrs., landscape tires 90%, 
solid, $5,000. Steve Kirkman, 
Morehead City 252-808-7545.

MF 300 combine, 13 ft. 
grain head, 2-row corn head, 
$1,500. James Plowman, 
Matthews 704-821-4121.

Lrg 24-disc, hd, EC, buyer 
must p/u, $800. Claude Pruitt, 
Trinity 336-804-0946.

Bush hog, $600. Chris 
Starling, Clinton 910-214-
0008.

Caroni estate mower, 
6 ft., $900; JD 75 front end 
loader, its JD 850, 950, 1050, 
$4,000; JD 1050, rops, broken 
crank, $1,500. Craig Cooper, 
Wake Forest 919-414-6923.

Itnl 404 tractor, 2 at-
tachments, $3,000. Brenda 
Webster, Wilmington 910-
791-5028.

Assorted plows, corn 
planter, mowing machine, 
hay rake, other equip, $20-
$250. Joe Marion, Lewisville 
336-766-5403.

MI 209A moldboard 
plow, 3 pt, 2-16 in., GC, 
$250; Woods RB700, 3 pt, 
rear scrape blade, GC, $475. 
Charles McPherson, Mebane 
919-563-3032, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

NH 575 sq baler, $15,000; 
grain auger, 52 x 8 $2,500; 
1069 bale wagon, $25,000; 
Argo Avenger 210, 8-wheel, 
$9,000. R.G. Hammonds, 
Lumberton 910-734-2991.

Taylor-Way chisel plow, 
7-shank, $600; Long disc 
plow, 10 ft., 24-disc, $700; 
2 auto head gates, $800 ea; 
other equip, Troy Watts, 
Taylorsville 828-302-8596.

Used Lesco spray rigs, 
50 gal & 100 gal, $2,500. 
Pete Gulley, So. Pines 910-
724-5372.

Creep feeder, 6-hole, 
1,000 lbs., GC, buyer p/u, 
$850. Harold Lanier, Denton 
336-963-2038.

NH 1033 stack wagon, 
$3,500; NH 252 rake hitch, 
no rakes, $3,200. Johnny 
Harrison, Salisbury 704-
639-0867.

1964 Ford Dexta 2000 
tractor, FC, $3,500. Don 
Stutts, Sparta 919-738-2296.

1985 Case IH 245, 3 cyl 
diesel, 3 pt, rear/mid takeoff, 
ps, turf tires, 700 hrs., w/
Woods C360 belly mower, 
VGC, $5,500. Doug Crawford, 
Louisburg 704-913-5155.

Kubota M7040, 4wd, cab, 
ac/heat, loader w/bucket & 
forks, 2 remotes, hyd shuttle, 
1,793 hrs., $30,000. David 
Speer, Mocksville 336-655-
9649.

2-row cult/fert dist, 
$1,200; 2-row Danish cult, 
$1,000; trailer-type boom 
spray, $2,500. Tim Smith, 
Sandy Ridge 336-871-9993.

H&H sprayer, custom, 
trailer mount 200 gal tank, 
self-powered, B&S 5 hp mo-
tor, 26 ft booms, $3,000. Tom 
Glendinning, Pittsboro 919-
545-0880.

Case David Brown 1210 
tractor, 75 hp, FC, RG, $4,000. 
Glenn Snyder, Gibsonville 
336-697-5775.

1987 Bobcat 843 loader, 
54 hp diesel eng, 4-n-1 bucket, 
$12,000. Rodney Legates, 
Franklinton 919-482-4823.

1953 JD 40 tractor, strong 
motor & 3 pt lift, straight sheet 
metal, new rear tires, fresh oil, 
$1,900. Guy Hiniker, Oxford 
919-815-0268.

JD 5203, 2wd, 4-way bucket, 
65 hrs., LN, $15,500. Harry 
Jones, Raleigh 919-631-4472.

Homemade wood split-
ter, mounts on 3 pt hitch, off 
tractor hyd, 6x6 I-beam, 8 ft., 
needs welding & cyl seals, 
$175. Dan Freshwater, Mebane 
336-369-9145.

Chattanooga #11 molasses 
maker, on steel wheel wagon, 
pto, $1,500; molasses cooking 
vat, 1x4x8, 240 gal, $2,500. 
Leonard Stafford, Oak Ridge 
336-643-4990.

NH 1895 silage chopper, 
3306 Cat eng, $5,000; seed 
tender, w/6 in. auger on grav-
ity wagon, 300 bu, $2,000. 
Leonard Keever, Lincolnton 
704-913-0410.

JD 3-14 plow, good wings, 
pts & land slides, $400. Phil 
Wall, Madison 336-548-6605.

CountyLine rotary tiller, 5 
ft., tires EC, used gently, inclds 
manual, $1,200. Keith Black, 
Midland 704-533-5195.

540 wood chipper, pto, 
12 in. throat, 38 in. diameter  
cutter head, (2) 7 ft. knives, 
needs 50 hp or bigger tractor, 
$5,500. David Elliott, Kerner-
sville 336-416-4517.

Gehl 55 hammer mill, 
$1,450; KMC 14 ft. ield cult, 
doub rolling baskets, $3,400; 
JD 1360 moco w/ lails, $5,300; 
Sitrex 9-shank tillage tool, 
$850. G. Rayle, Pleasant Garden 
336-382-3732.

New rubber inger wheels 
for husking beds, misc parts 
for NI pickers, $50 & up; re-
cond NI 324 picker, $5,250. 
Bobby Brannan, Sanford 
919-770-1353.

1994 TAFE 35DI tractor, 
similar to MF 135, 1,035 hrs., 
starts & runs, needs motor 
work, $1,000. Thad Reames, 
Huntersville 704-575-5612.

JD 458 baler, silage special, 
mega-wide head, net wrap, 
less than 6,000 bales, $24,000. 
Darrell Sanders, Seagrove 
336-953-2647.

1964  Ford 4000 tractor, 
$4,500; Itnl B275 diesel trac-
tor, locking diff not running, 
$1,000 nego; King Kutter inish 
mower, $550. Denny Barney, 
Mocksville 336-909-5180.

Magnetos, different makes 
& types, some w/gears, $75 & 
up. Bill Payne, Madison 336-
707-8840, 6-8 p.m.

Gates 601 hyd hose crimper, 
makes ¼ in. to ¾ in. hoses; can 
furnish source to buy ittings 
& hose, $500. Eddie Moretz, 
Deep Gap 828-963-0883.

Hustler Super Z seat, 
Milsco V5300, custom lex 
base allows seat to rock back 
if mower takes a jolt, GC, $200. 
Reid Phifer, Marshville 704-
233-5421.

First Choice GS520-4 hay 
tedder, for parts or repair, 
$1,200. M. Mobley, Louisburg 
919-495-1305.

JD 215 disc, 12 ft. combo 
cut/ inish, $800 obo. Steve 
Baker, Concord 704-589-0015.

Hardee DB4060 ditch 
bank trimmer, 5 ft. cut, hys 
drive, used 2 hrs., $4,900. 
Gary Lee Ayscue, Louisburg 
252-767-0203.

Bobcat Zero turn mower, 
19 hp, 52 in. deck, 1,900 hrs., 
serviced reg, $3,250. Robert 
Johnson, Kernersville 336-
788-8402.

2009 Spra Coupe 7660, 
60-80 booms, hyd track adjust-
ment, 725 gal tank, $64,000. 
Stewart Hege Lexington 336-
240-7802. 

Minn Moline G450 trac-
tor, GC, $5,000 obo; NH 474 
haybine, GC, $1,400. Gayla 
Hoyle, Crouse 704-732-7191.

NH 851 rnd baler, $2,000; 
JD 8300 drill, 15 ft., DD open-
ers, $3,500; feed bin on trailer, 
6-hole, $500; other equip. 
Norman Murphy, Maiden 
828-446-0731.

Land Pride FDR1672 inish 
mower, 72 in., rear discharge, 
less than 1 hr., $2,500; Yanmar 
YM2200 tractor, 2 cyl diesel, 
2wd, front end loader, new tires, 
RG, $6,000.  Sammy Oakley, 
Walnut Cove 336-407-4315.



AGRICULTURAL REVIEW Page 7October 2021

Trucks & 
Trailers 
Wanted

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

Supplies
For Sale

SEEDS & PLANTS

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Seeds & Plants
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses off ering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 
Industry Division at 800-206-9333 
or 919-707-3730.

To keep up with the latest 
on the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services,  check out the 
department’s blog at www.
ncagr.gov/blog.

Read more on ag

LIVESTOCK

Livestock
Wanted

FARM SUPPLIES

Seeds & Plants
Wanted

Livestock
For Sale

HAY & GRAIN Small Animals
For Sale

Hay & Grain
Wanted

4x4 truck, prefer cab 
plus, GC. Joseph Woody, 
Morganton 828-437-5586 
or 334-0473.

Military half trucks, parts 
or whole, by White, Autocar, 
Diamond T or Itnl; used 
post-war in ag & forestry. 
Robert Harrison, Salisbury 
704-202-3301.

2009 Ford F250 Super 
Duty truck, needs work, 
$3,000. Mary Davis, Ashe-
boro 336-873-7805.

1983 boot Hopper bot-
tom trailer, 40x8, 4 ft. sides, 
new tarp, new brakes, tires 
80%, $6,500 obo. Michael 
Brady, Shelby 704-477-4834.

1988 Ford F150 XLT 
Lariat, $6,000. Franklin 
Lednum, Liberty 336-622-
2389.

Set of (4) 18 in. rims w/
Michelin tires, P265/65-18, 
good tread, rims EC, its Chevy 
Traverse, $350. Al Queen, 
Concord, 704-425-4557.

Landscape trailer, 16 
ft., $2,950. H. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606.

Hd trailer ,  6-wheel, 
$3,500; plant trailer, 14 ft., 
$1,000. Tim Smith, Sandy 
Ridge 336-871-9993.

1991 GMC p/u truck, full 
size, GC, for storage, $5,500. 
Lenwood Jackson, Harrells 
910-532-4597.

1974 Chevy dump truck, 
good tires, RG, $4,200. 
Darrell Sanders, Seagrove 
336-953-2647.

Calico stock trailer, 16 
ft., bumper pull, $5,995. Y.D. 
Saul, Elon 336-213-6292.

Chevy 1500, 4x4, hd, good 
hitch, $3,500. Garner Jarrell, 
Mt. Airy 336-648-4288.

Livestock trailer, used for 
dairy goats, 4x7, w/loading 
ramp, trailer hitch, 2 tires 
& spare; enclosed all sides, 
$500. Liza Plaster, Lenoir 
828-758-0906.

Ford 9000 truck, GC; 
Montone 26 ft. dump trailer, 
93,000 mi, GC, new roll 
over tarp, $29,000/both. 
Kenneth Ladd, Harmony 
704-880-0176.

Tennessee redback rabbits, 
ground started, buy 10, get 
1 free, $12 ea. Mark Hinson, 
Goldsboro 919-734-7800.

Supplies
Wanted

 Aluminum loading ramps. 
Joseph Woody, Morganton 
828-437-5586 or 334-0473.

Home grown gourds, all 
sizes, $2 ea. Bob Whitaker, 
Mocksville 336-469-4822, 
no texts.  

Feed drums, 55 gal, $20; 
plastic barrels, solid top, $10; 
food grade totes, $100; 15 gal 
jugs, $15; burning barrels, 
$10. Jeff Brittain, Hickory 
828-327-4782.

Canning jars, all sizes, some 
need cleaning, free. Iris Gentry, 
Lowgap 336-352-4328.

Glass canning jars, quart 
size, $0.20 ea. Jim Robbins, 
Snow Camp 336-565-8499.

2 generators, 8,750 watts, 
new, in box, $700; Troy Bilt, 
13,500 watts, $900. Paul 
Cocchiaro, Reidsville 301-
651-7772.

Wayne 40669 lawn sprinkling 
pump, GE 2 hp 230v motor, 
$150. Duane Kirschenman, 
Winston Salem 336-765-0968.

Log home, 100+ y/o, hand 
hewn logs, covered in siding 
30+ yrs, buyer takes down/
moves, $500. Mary Bowman, 
Whitsett 336-263-3649, call 
or text.

JD 4045 power units, Cor-
nell pumps, $10,000; Ag Rain 
hose reel 1,000 ft., w/big gun 
traveler, $10,000. Kenneth 
Ladd, Harmony 704-880-0176.

Wooden crates w/lids, 
42x36x36, $35 ea. Sam Brewer, 
Bear Creek 336-302-4840.

Oak boards, 8-18 in. wide, 
8 ft. long, band sawn, never 
wet, $1.60/sq ft; pine boards, 
14 in. wide, 8 ft. long, dressed, 
$1.50/sq ft. Ray Parks, Ashe-
boro 336-625-7564.

Assorted cult pts, $200; 
snap-on tool boxes, $700. 
Neal Lee, Advance 336-998-
8922, nights.

Fuel oil drum, 275 gal, 
LNC, empty, stored inside, 
$625. Dodd Linker, Clemmons 
336-712-2484.

Leyland cypress trees & 
American boxwood to use for 
cuttings. Kenneth Sanderson, 
Four Oaks  919-223-8537 or 
223-4628.

Poultry &
 Supplies 
Wanted

Female African goose, 
breeding age; will p/u w/
in 75 mi radius of Cary, $75 
cash. Nan Stone, Cary 919-
749-8018.

Australian blk swans & 
mute swans, $400 & up; Cape 
Barren geese, $400 ea. Jim 
Simpson, Indian Trail 704-
361-6497.

Adult Muscovy ducks, 
male, $25 ea; female, $35 ea; 
ducklings, $7 ea. Lacee George, 
Sanford 919-444-9493.

Turkeys, Royal Palm & 
Bourbon red, $12 & up; pea-
cock chicks, Indian blue & blk 
shoulder, $50. Graham Avent, 
Sanford 919-356-5122.

Geese, $50 ea. N. Hobson, 
Pittsboro 336-684-2240.

6,000 started pullets, vaccs, 
debeaked, $8 & up. E.D. Snider, 
Staley 336-708-2998.

Chicken house slats, $20 
ea. Rodney Walker, Burlington 
336-263-4018.

Marbled teal ducks, $125/
pair; Mandarin ducks, $100/
pair. Martin Dover, Shelby 
704-300-0341.

Birmingham roller pigeons, 
performance bred, great spin-
ners, $20 & up, D.R. Dennis, 
Randleman 336-318-9285, 
after 6 p.m.

Bobwhite quail, light pen 
raised, $4 ea. Curtis Meissner, 
Bostic 609-273-2230.

Hot water heating coils, 
various sizes, $200 & up; 
Burch egg coolers, various 
sizes, $500 & up. James Faulk, 
Mebane 336-263-7572.

California, silver California, 
blue scale, gambel; 8 breeds 
bobwhite; partridge, Philby, 
chukar, Hungarian, $3 & up. 
Jimmy Furr, Stan ield 704-
888-0213.

Fence posts, 5 ft. long, 3 
½ in. wide, GC, $5 ea. J. Lloyd 
Mabe, Danbury 336-703-8232.

Greenhouse gutter connect, 
84 x 30, under 3 y/o, 300,000 
btu gas, roll up curtains, 4 fans, 
end wall shutters, buyer takes 
down, $15,000. Chris Brewer, 
Chapel Hill 919-656-5053.

Petter diesel eng, 10 hp, 
never used, $325; used tele-
phone poles, $0.50/l.f. David 
Christenbury, Harrisburg 
919-633-0931.

Beneke rotary tree trim-
mer, gas, VGC, $125; Mitchell 
clamp wreath machine w/table, 
$100. Harlan Hall, Burlington 
336-421-0060.

Boxwood bushes, 2-5 ft., 
around 400 avail, buyer digs, 
$10 ea. Rhod Lowe, Salisbury 
704-202-9605, Mon-Sat, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Native perennials, wide 
selection, full lats of 18, 
$49.95. Greg Bruhn, Raleigh 
919-790-0480.

Muscadine & scuppernong 
vines, 3-4 ft., healthy, potted, 
several varieties, instr incld, 
$15. Bob Whitaker, Mocksville 
336-469-4822, no texts.

Blueberry rabbiteye, 17 
m/o, potted, healthy, Premier, 
Climax, Ti blue, Powderblue, 
$8 ea. Michael Roberson, Trin-
ity 336-862-3488.

Bee tree saplings, 9-18 in., 
well-developed root systems, 
buyer digs, $6 ea; in 6 in. pot, 
$12 ea. Bill Seippel, Winston 
Salem 336-817-0625.

Blk walnuts, 5 gal buckets, 
kept dry, GC, $25/all. Ray 
Temple, Four Oaks 919-934-
7434.

Blueberry plant variety, 
early, mid, late season; lrg 
order discount, $3.50-$15. 
Michael Crippen, Garland 
910-529-1469.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, 
NC 27370.

Sun lower seeds, 12-14 lb. 
lower, 15-18 in. diameter, SASE 

& $3/25 seeds; $5/50 seeds. 
N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn Rd, 
Trinity, NC 27370.

Male buck for sire of Kiko/
Nubian cross herd. Kevin Craver, 
Lexington 336-240-8903.

Jersey bulls, breeding age, 
$700-$900. William Kimball, 
Siler City 919-548-1224.

Blk comm heifers, dob 
10/19, ai Jindra Encore, 
cleaned up w/AAA 19403344, 
vaccs, certi ied bred, calving 
12/21, $1,750. Justin Clark, 
Pittsboro 931-265-2530.

Reg Santa Gertrudis, calves, 
$650 & up; bulls, $1,000 & 
up; cow/calf pairs, $2,500 
& up. Charles O’Bryant III, 
Reidsville 336-908-0276.

2  comm Angus heifers, 
bred to moderate bw pb Angus 
bull, calving late 2/22, $950 
ea. Terry Martin, Seagrove 
336-521-0084.

Blk Angus bull, 3 y/o, 
$2,000; bred Angus Simmental 
heifer, 4 y/o, $1,200; male 
Boer goats, 3 m/o, multicolor, 
$300. Graham Avent, Sanford 
919-356-5122.

Vietnamese potbelly 
cross piglets, $80 ea. Lacee 
George, Sanford 919-444-
9493.

Charolais bulls & heifers, 
7 mos & up, pb, polled, reg 
sires, $850 & up; Charolais 
Angus cross bulls, polled, 
7 mos & up, $825 & up. 
Johnny Harrison, Salisbury 
704-639-0867.

Reg Blk Angus bull, 18 
m/o, low bw, calving ease, 
Tour of Duty, $3,000. Judd 
Wike, Catawba 828-446-3535.

Dairy goats , breeding 
bucks, French Alpine, $350-
$375 ea. W. Ruth, Pittsboro 
919-542-5457.

Reg Angus cows & heif-
ers, fall calving cows bred 
to Angus bull, 20 to choose 
from, $2,500; 2020 heifers, 
weaned, vaccs, $1,200. Steve 
McPherson, Snow Camp 336-
263-6042.

Blk Angus herd bulls, 
steers & heifers, Traveler, GT 
Maximum & 727 Executive 
bloodline, $700 & up. Tim 
Moss, Graham 336-376-3773, 
5-11 p.m.

Pure Kiko & Savanna/Kiko 
cross, $200 & up. Steve Jones, 
Thomasville 336-475-6539.

Alpine dairy goats, 1-2 
y/o bucks, wethers; cae free, 
vaccs, hand raised, adga reg 
sires & dams on site, $150 & 
up. Leon Albright, Thomasville 
336-250-7288.

Polled Hereford bulls & 
heifers, $700 & up. Randy 
Davis, Elon 336-263-8163.

Young Simmental & Si-
mAngus bulls & heifers, $900 
& up; red & white bull, pb, 
ready to breed, $2,500 obo. 
Ken Manfredi, Hickory 828-
320-1822.

Reg Blk Angus  bulls, 
great epd’s Cowboy Up & 
Freightliner blood, weaned to 
breeding age, gentle, $800 & 
up. Danny Dennis, Mt. Gilead 
910-571-1114.Bale Baron wheat straw. 

Johnny Chenausky, Winston 
Salem 336-870-1036.

Orchard grass mix, sq 
bales, $5 ea. J. Lloyd Mabe, 
Danbury 336-703-8232.

Horse quality hay, deliv 
avail, $35/rl. H. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606.

Wheat straw, clean irm 
bales, buyer loads, $3/bale. 
R.G. Hammonds, Lumberton 
910-734-2991.

Alfalfa & alfalfa/orchard 
grass, alfalfa bales 3x3x7.5, 
2nd cutting, $11 & up. Derek 
Teague, Catawba 828-446-
6111.

Quality fescue, sq bales, 
1,000 avail, $5/bale. Steven 
Moss, Henderson 252-432-
2163.

2021 mixed orchard 
grass,  4x4 rnd, $30/bale. 
Noel McCraw, Hendersonville 
828-808-5803.

Peanut hay, net wrapped, 
in ield, $30; in barn, $35; 
sq bales, min 21 bales, $3.50 
ea. Larry Bullock Greenville 
252-883-4748.

Horse quality hay, spring 
2021 cut, no rain, $5/sq bale. 
Vernon Hill, Mt. Pleasant 
980-621-5091.

2021 fescue, no rain, sq 
bales, $5 ea. Steve Jones, 
Thomasville 336-475-6539.
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This Farm Wife

Guernsey Girl Creamery represents a lifelong dream
Every Friday on social media, we post a Farm Feature 

Friday showcasing one of our dedicated North Carolina 
farmers, including young farmers just starting out in the 
industry. Ashley McMurry with Guernsey Girl Creamery in 
Shelby is one of those farmers. The #FarmFeatureFriday 
campaign will run through December 2021 on our Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram pages. Be sure to tune in each Friday 
afternoon on social and help show your support for our 
local farmers!

At eight years old, Ashley McMurry knew that she 
wanted to spend her life milking cattle. As the current 
owner of Guernsey Girl Creamery in Shelby, Ashley 
grew up on her family’s dairy farm and was given a lot of 
responsibility at a young age when a farming accident put 
her father in the hospital. “I had to grow up a lot at the age 
of 13 because there was work around the farm that had to 
be done in the absence of my father and grandfather,” she 
said, “but in that time period I learned a lot that has helped 
me in my career today.”

After graduating from N.C. State University in 2008, 
where she worked all four years at the N.C. State University 
Dairy Unit, Ashley worked for a large farm operation in 
Wisconsin before returning home to start Guernsey Girl 
Creamery on her father’s land and with a few of his cattle. 
“My father sold out in 2010 but I kept a few of the cows for 
myself and applied for a grant through RAFI that allowed 
me to start Guernsey Girl Creamery in 2011,” she said, 
“people had no idea how bad I wanted it but I have fought 
for this lifestyle every step of the way.”

Not only has Ashely fought for her farm life, but so 
has her husband, who grew produce in his childhood and 
continues to do so on the farm today. “We always love to 
tell our love story because on one of our very fi rst dates you 
saw how passionate we both were about farming,” Ashley 
said, “literally, in the middle of one of our fi rst dates we 
both got a call that we had received a RAFI grant to keep 
our farming dreams alive. We’ve been enjoying our life 
together in agriculture every since.”

Guernsey Girl Creamery started with three cattle and is 
today home to 20 Guernsey cattle, 50 beef cattle and a few 
hogs. All their milk and cheese products are 100% made 
from Guernsey Cattle, making the farm extremely unique 
to our state. In fact, their farm is the only one in North 
Carolina that works off  a pure-bred herd of Guernsey cattle. 
“Guernsey’s are really known for the beta-carotene content 
in their milk,” Ashley said, “that and the fact that they are 
fully A2-A2 cows are our biggest selling points. Both of 
these elements combined makes their milk nutritious and 
easier to digest than other milk.” Ashley and her husband 
also grow most of the ingredients for their cattle feed, 
including barley, hay, millets and oats. In addition to their 
livestock operation, the Bridges grow a variety of produce, 
including tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce, peppers, watermelon 

and cantaloupe.
A typical day on the farm starts at 6 a.m. with Ashley 

in the barn pasteurizing the fi rst batch of milk for the day. 
“I have to process multiple batches of milk each day based 
on demand and varieties needed,” she said. Once the batch 
is started, Ashley spends her next two hours milking cattle 
in the barns, which happens to be her favorite part of the 
day. “Some people go to therapy, I go to the barn,” she 
said, “the cows are our family and I love spending time 
with them.” After milking is done, Ashley spends the rest 
of the day making cheese curds, their best seller, and other 
products needed that week.

Products from Guernsey Girl Creamery can be found 

at their farm store on-site as well as Oras Super Market in 
Shelby and Carolina Beach Market in Wilmington. You can 
also enjoy their products at New Grass Brewery!

    “For as long as I can remember, my family has eaten 
local and drank local because we know where it comes from,” 
Ashley said, “but it’s more than knowing where the food 
comes from. It is all about making the connection with the 
person who made the product. Not only are you supporting 
the farm but you are supporting that person’s family.”

In the future, Ashley hopes to double the size of her 
herd and hopefully implement robotic milking on the farm. 
During the day, you can fi nd Ashley singing along to her 
musical mantra, New Day of Work by Dirty Grass Soul.

Dairy farmer Ashley McMurray, at 
left, with some of her Guernsey herd 
that produce milk for the farm’s dairy 
and cheese products. Cheese curds and 
strawberry milk, pictured below, are two 
of the farm’s best sellers. 

Culinary ambassadors 
share local food message 

The N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services has announced 
the following 2021-22 Got to Be NC 
Team of Culinary Ambassadors, 
representing restaurants across the state.

-- Chef Saif Rahman of Vidrio 
in Raleigh 

-- Chef Tiesha Whittaker of 
Buttermilk Boutique in Clayton

-- Chef Chayil Johnson of Community 
Matters Café in Charlotte

-- Chef Gerald Hawkins of Leah 
& Louise in Charlotte

-- Chef Matt Rivers of Timberlake’s 
at Chetola Lodge in Blowing Rock

-- Chef Savanna Brodar of the 
Kimpton Tryon Hotel in Charlotte

“This talented and creative team 
of chefs is selected each year through 
the highly competitive North Carolina 
Restaurant and Lodging Association’s 
annual NCRLA Chef Showdown,” 
said Chad Blackwelder, food service 
marketing specialist. “Individually, these 
chefs each placed as statewide title 

winners in the rigorous six-month 
long culinary competition. We are 
proud to have these remarkable 
chefs lend their culinary infl uence 
to the Got to Be NC program.”

The Culinary Ambassador team 
is the culinary voice of the Got to 
Be NC program, whose goal is to 
develop and expand domestic and 
international markets for North 
Carolina’s food, fi ber and forestry 
products. Recognizing the impact 
chefs across the state have in the 
achievement of that goal, these 
chefs serve to support those eff orts 
to advocate and promote North 
Carolina food and beverage products 
throughout the state and assist in 
the department’s marketing eff orts 
across the country, via personal 
appearances, cooking demonstrations; 
educational seminars, seasonal 
recipe development and the general 
promotion of North Carolina’s 
food and agriculture industries.
 

life story of her farm with readers 
across the state and beyond. “The 
real purpose is to let people know 
our story, to let them see the good 
and the bad and realize they are 
not alone,” Meredith said. The idea 
came to her one day after church 
and in the blink of an eye grew to 
the audience that she has today. 
“I am truly grateful for everyone 
that has followed along with us on 
this journey because in the hard 
times it was them who pushed 
me to keep going,” she said. You 
can fi nd stories, blogs, YouTube 
videos, merchandise and more 
on Meredith’s website. She even 
has recipes that were developed 
by her and her family to help you 
try something new in the kitchen. 

As a young farmer, Meredith 
wants to remind those looking to 
pursue a career in agriculture to 
never give up, believe in yourself 
and build connections with others 
in the industry. “Don’t let people 
tell you that you can’t do it,” she 

said, “make connections, work some 
time on a farm, start small and allow 
yourself to grow from there.”

In the future, Meredith will continue 
to raise her kids on the farm, instilling 

in them the same beliefs and passion 
for agriculture that she has. When 
they are not on the farm, you can fi nd 
Meredith and her family either fi shing 
or riding horses.

Meredith Bernard, center, pictured with her kids on the family farm. 
Bernard values being able to raise the kids on the farm.


