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(See HPAI biosecurity, pg. 4)

HPAI found in two backyard chicken fl ocks

Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

Ag Development 
Forum and 

Southern Farm 
Show to be held 

in February 

(See Tobacco Trust Fund grants, pg. 6)

 A backyard chicken flock in Wake County and one in Union County have 
tested positive for High Path Avian Influenza (HPAI). The positive samples 
were identified by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab in Raleigh. 

This is the first confirmed positive in backyard flocks in the state. In late 
spring and early summer, HPAI was found at nine poultry farms in Johnston 
and Wayne counties. 

“We have had evidence that the HPAI virus has remained in our resident 
wild bird population and in migratory waterfowl, so confirmed reports of 
a positive flock is unfortunate, but not surprising,” said State Veterinarian 
Mike Martin. “The owner of this flock reported sick birds to our Veterinary 
Division and dead vultures were also found on the property.”

 Each flock had less than 100 birds and were  depopulated to prevent 
spread of the disease. Other backyard flocks located near the infected flock 
will be contacted as part of our ongoing surveillance. 

 This type of HPAI virus is consi dered a low risk to people according to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, but is highly contagious to other birds, 
including commercial and backyard flocks of poultry. The virus is also not 
considered a food safety threat and infected birds do not enter the food supply. 

“Because we know this virus is in our resident wild birds and migratory 
birds the threat of high path avian influenza is statewide and likely will remain 
so through the fall and winter,” Martin said. “This virus continues to put our 
poultry population at high risk. This latest HPAI positive flock reinforces the 

Tobacco Trust Fund awards $4.5 million in grants
The N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission awarded more than $4.5 million 

through 18 grants for agricultural and economic initiatives across the state. 
These grants place a high priority on projects that stimulate the agricultural 

economy, train current and future farmers and help farmers execute innovative 
ideas.

“North Carolina has a strong agriculture history, and we are proud to offer 
opportunities to strengthen agriculture for the future. These grants will assist 
producers of livestock, field crops and specialty crops in every part of the 
state.” said Bill Teague, Chairman of the N.C. TTFC.

The $4.5 million supports projects that assist with commodity and livestock 
facilities, FFA instructional equipment and training, food distribution, and 
farmers with operations improvements and diversification. 

Many of the awarded projects are to improve agricultural programs and 
facilities at high school, community colleges and universities. One such 
project involves the creation of a facility to improve the Fraser Fir breeding 

program through a partnership with the N.C. Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and N.C. State University. Another anticipated project 
will see the completion of the new Vet Tech facility at Central Carolina 
Community College.

The Town of Princeville received a grant to help build a new farmer’s 
market, allowing for fresh fruits and vegetables to be purchased from local 
farmers without leaving town.

In addition to these grants, the N.C. TTFC has renewed its partnership 
with The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation - AgVentures program. 
This program’s purpose is to provide small grants directly to on-farm projects 
that support increasing farm profitability.

Following is a list of grant recipients:
NC Cooperative Extension - Sampson County Center - $24,400
Mobile Beef Cattle Working Facility 

 The Southern Farm Show 
will be held Feb. 1-3 at the State 
Fairgrounds in Raleigh with free 
admission and free parking. 

 Several special events and 
meetings will be held during the farm 
show including the Ag Development 
Forum on Thursday, Feb. 2, at 9:30 
a.m.; the N.C. Growers Association 
meeting Feb. 2 at 1 p.m.; the annual 
Breakfast with the Commissioner 
fundraiser for the Tobacco Farm 
Life Museum on Feb. 3 at 7:3 0 
a.m.; and the annual meeting of the 
Tobacco Growers Association of 
North Carolina on Feb. 3.

 For information on the 
Southern Farm Show go to https://
southernshows.com/sfs

As you can see by the lead story 
this month, poultry owners and poultry 
farmers need to remain extra diligent 
with their biosecurity efforts in light 
of the fact highly pathogenic avian 
influenza remains in the wild bird 
population in our state. 

On Oct. 20 we announced the 
discovery of HPAI in a backyard flock 
in Wake County – the first time it has 

been found in a backyard in North 
Carolina. Nearly a month later and as 
we were finalizing the December Ag 
Review, veterinary testing confirmed 
a second case in a backyard flock in 
Union County.

I urge every poultry owner to 
remain diligent in protecting their birds, 
including keeping them up where they 
will be away from potential contact 
with wild birds.

 Notify your veterinarian or the state 
veterinarian office if you have sick or 
dying poultry. It is imperative we stay 
on top of this highly spreadable disease. 
There are signs and symptoms to watch 
for in the article above, along with 
suggestions on ways to protect your 
birds. If you have questions, please 
don’t hesitate to call our Veterinary 
Division at 919-707-3250, or the N.C. 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
System at 919-733-3986.

I would also like to draw your attention 
to page 2 of the newspaper to the story 
about the Tobacco Trust Fund Christmas 
Tree Seed Center of Excellence. This 
is an exciting story and one you will 
be hearing more about going forward.
 Thanks to a $383,685 grant from the 
Tobacco Trust Fund Commission, 
we will be able to build a facility that 
will be a seed bank for the best Fraser 
fir genetics and we will be able to 
continue research in partnership with 
N.C. State University. This is great 
news for Christmas tree farmers in our 
state, solidifying our ranking as the 
second largest producer of Christmas 
trees in the country. 

We will keep you posted as we 
move forward with construction of 
this Center.

Finally, I would like to thank our 
farmers, agribusiness owners and 
everyone involved in agriculture for 

what you do to ensure we have a 
safe and abundant food supply every 
day. It has been a very fast year. It 
has been a challenging year on many 
fronts, but we have pushed forward 
as the agriculture community always 
does – with a spirit of purpose and 
determined resolve.

The agricultural community is 
the foundation of this state and I am 
grateful to everyone who contributes 
to make it the success that it is. I 
hope we continue to grow to meet 
the growing global need for food 
and I hope we continue to share 
the important role that agriculture 
plays in everyone’s lives every day 
with those who are not involved in 
farming.

As this year comes to a close, I 
wish a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from my family 
to yours. 
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Winning State Fair recipe a 
new take on chicken casserole 

December AgroTips
 Use agronomic testing to optimize fertilization of greenhouse 

crops.
Several laboratory tests are available from the NCDA&CS 

Plant/Waste/Solution/Media Section to help growers of greenhouse 
crops keep abreast of potential nutritional problems. 

• Soilless media—Sample media prior to filling pots or bags 
to verify that pH and soluble salts are within the desired 
ranges. 

• Solution analysis— 
• Submit samples of source water to determine if there 

are any problems that need to be corrected, such as high 
alkalinity or high mineral concentrations. 

• Submit samples of nutrient solutions to verify that the 
injector is working properly and that plants are receiving 
the targeted nutrient concentrations. 

• Plant tissue analysis—Submit samples every couple of 
weeks to monitor nutrient concentrations in the crop. 
This test predicts nutrient deficiencies or excesses before 
symptoms appear so growers can correct the problem 
quickly with as little reduction in yield as possible. 

A recipe for Cajun Chicken 
Casserole took first place Friday, Oct. 
21, in the N.C. State Fair’s Home Chef 
Not Your Mama’s Chicken Casserole 
Challenge presented by House of 
Raeford. Julie Truelove of Raleigh 
won $500 for the winning recipe.
 Harriet Carter of Durham took home 
second place and $300 for her Aunt 
Eula’s Mexican Chicken Casserole. 
Gail Fuller of Raleigh won $200 and 
third place for her Southern Country 
Chicken Casserole.

The winning recipe is below.

Cajun Chicken Casserole
serves 6

1 pound boneless, skinless chicken breasts, poached and shredded
4 tablespoons butter, divided
½ cup plain bread or cracker crumbs
1 large onion, diced
1 jalapeno, finely minced
1 red bell pepper, diced
2 celery stalks, diced
3 cups fresh or frozen corn kernels
2 ½ teaspoons Cajun or Creole seasoning, divided
3 tablespoons flour
1 cup milk
1 cup half & half
1 ½ cup shredded Pepper Jack cheese, divided

Instructions:
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a small bowl, microwave 1 tablespoon butter for 10 seconds, then stir in 

breadcrumbs, ¼ teaspoon of Cajun seasoning and ½ cup Pepper Jack cheese. Set aside. 
In a large skillet over medium heat, melt remaining butter and add the onion, jalapeno, bell pepper, celery, corn 

and 2 ¼ teaspoons Cajun seasoning. Saute until onion is tender, then stir in flour and cook for 1 minute. Slowly stir 
in milk and half & half. Cook, stirring until sauce begins to thicken, then add 1 cup Pepper Jack cheese, stirring 
until cheese is melted. Remove from heat, add in shredded chicken and stir until all ingredients are well combined. 
Pour into a buttered 9x13 dish, top with bread crumb mixture and bake for 30 minutes until top is golden and 
casserole is bubbling. Let stand for 10 minutes before serving.

Emoni Jennings of Knightdale won first place and $500 in the Ultimate Brownie Showdown presented by 
Humana for her Salted 2 Way Brownie recipe. Second place and $300 went to Michelle Hyatt of McLeansville 
for her Campfire Brownies. Sharon Schwinger of Raleigh won third place and $200 for The Best Brownie recipe.

Salted Two Way Brownie
Yields 12 servings

Ingredients
- 1 Betty Crocker FUDGE Brownie Mix  - 1 bag Milk Chocolate Morsels
- 1 Nestle Toll House Cookie Dough Log  - 1/2 tsp sea salt

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Following directions on box, in a large mixing bowl prepare brownie mix. Add milk chocolate morsels to 

brownie batter and fold into batter.
On cutting board with knife, slice 1-inch thick pieces of cookie dough, roughly 8-10 slices.
Pour brownie batter in greased 8x8 baking dish. Distribute sliced cookie dough pieces on top of brownie 

batter. The cookie dough can be broken into halves.
Place baking dish into heated oven for 20-25 minutes or until cooked thoroughly. Check doneness by sticking 

toothpick or butter knife in middle of brownies. Brownies are done when toothpick or knife can be removed 
cleanly.

After cooking process remove pan carefully from oven. While brownies is still hot, distribute 1/2 teaspoon 
of sea salt evenly across top of brownies Set brownies aside for 10 minutes to cool.

 After the cooling process, cut the brownies into 3x4 pieces. Serve on a bowl or plate with vanilla ice cream 
or glass of milk. Enjoy!

Brownie recipe a State Fair winner 

NCDA&CS breaks ground on 
Christmas tree research center

 Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler was on hand, along 
with department employees, researchers, cooperative extension staff , 
growers and funders for the ground breaking of The Tobacco Trust Fund 
Christmas Tree Seed Center of Excellence.  The trust fund awarded 
the research station a $383,685 grant to fund building the center.
 The Upper Mountain Research Station plans to construct a 
metal building on a concrete slab that will serve as the main hub to 
process, store and distribute the most elite Fraser Fir seed in the world. 
This building will be located in Ashe County, which is in the heart of 
Christmas tree country. It will be uniquely suited to support the rapidly 
growing Christmas tree industry.
 Decades of research have led to a Fraser fi r orchard at the 
research station that has trees with highly refi ned genetics thanks to 
years of breeding. Seeds gathered from that orchard will go into a seed 
bank in the new building. This will allow growers and nurseries to 
obtain superior trees and provide those to the public. It also will allow 
for continued research.
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Bucolic briefs

Maple Hill Loopers repeat as 8-time tobacco looping champs

 The Cape Fear Poultry Association will hold an APA/ABA sanctioned open double, single junior and 
junior showmanship poultry shows Dec. 10 at the Johnston County Livestock Arena, 520 County Home Road, 
Smithfi eld. Judging begins at 9 a.m. and the event is open to the public. The deadline to enter is Dec. 5. Contact 
Donna Worthington, at 252-341-8706 or email at donna.worthington@aol.com.

***
As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department of Labor off ers 

safety videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing green tobacco 
sickness, hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat stress, migrant housing requirements, forklift 
safety, and information about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos are in English and Spanish 
to increase understanding of safety hazards and preventing accidents. To learn more about the NCDOL and 
the Agricultural Safety and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR (800-625-2267). 
NCDOL is also on Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Landowners with farms for sale or lease and farmers seeking land can also post their information at the NC 

FarmLink website hosted by the N.C. Cooperative Extension at https://www.ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu/
***                            

Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their information on 
the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. Anyone interested in listing their 
information can do so by fi lling out an online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page or by contacting 
NCDA&CS at 919-233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-515-1660. The 
NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items capable of spreading 
harmful insects, diseases, and other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will be required to comply 
with all honey and bee industry regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not available at 

reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, rural business loans, disaster 
loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development bonds for agribusiness processing, ag-
related manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more about Ag Finance Authority programs or to request a loan 
application, call 919-790-3949 or email at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

The Maple Hill Loopers returned to the Winner’s Circle to win their 
eighth N.C. State Fair Tobaco Looping Contest at the N.C. State Fair. The 
team is made up of husband and wife Sandy and Ken Jones of Maple Hill 
and Michael Sunday of Hendersonville. 

Sandy Jones looped the stick of tobacco in 1.06 seconds and earned 64 
out of 70 points for quality. The team took home $250.

The Granville County Loopers made up of Joy Blackwell and Ricky 
Hart of Oxford and Ruth Coats of Garner earned second-place honors 
and $150. Blackwell looped the stick of tobacco in 1.15 seconds and 65 
quality points.

The third-place team was the Brown Stringers, with stringer Jane 
Bodenhamer of Rural Hall and handers Faye Macemore of Hamptonville 
and Debbie Grace of Ronda. They took home $100. Bodenhamer’s stringing 
time was 1:16 seconds and earned 62 quality points.

Judging was based on a combination of stringing time and stick quality, 
including bundle size, evenness of leaf heads, 36 to 38 bundles on a stick, 
tightness, evenness, neatness and holding ability. All three teams were close 
in quality points and the winner was determined by time. 

The finished sticks of tobacco from the competition, plus others tied 
Friday afternoon, went into the tobacco barn to be flue-cured during the fair. 

The contest is sponsored by the John Deere Ice Cream Boys located 
in Heritage Circle.

The Maple Hill Loopers pictured above and the Brown Stringers pictured below during the competition.

Above, the Granville County Loopers fi nished in second place.
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Horse Events

*Show dates are subject to change. Call ahead to confi rm.

 Sycamore tree research focused on bioenergy, soil improvement 

 
Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699

Dec. 2-4 ........Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey, 540-570-8785.
Dec. 5 ............Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878. 
Dec. 17 & 18 .Central Carolina I.E.A. Horse Show. Contact Diane Mcallin, 919-609-8139.
Dec. 28-Jan. 1 Tobacco Road Futurity. Contact Jerry King, 910-237-4525.

Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-792-5111
Dec. 3 & 4 .....NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.
Dec. 8-11 .......Da Bomb Barrel Racing Fi8nale. Contact Josh Smith, 910-639-6387.
Feb. 17 & 18 ....2023 Old Ford Volunteer Fire Department Survivor Series Rodeo. Contact-

Frank Buck, 252-946-9780.

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
March 3-5 ......NBHA Super Show. Contact 706-722-7223.

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, 919-821-7400
Dec. 2-4 ........Holiday Classic Open Horse Show. Contact Richard Isley, 336-908-3302.
Dec. 9 & 10 ...Carousel Farms Bulls, Bells & Barrels. Contact Jeff  & Linda Mullen, 919-872-

6898.
Dec. 28-31 .....Raleigh Indoor Holiday Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
 

(See Sycamores, pg. 8)

 A research project that has received 
funding from the NCDA&CS Bioenergy 
Research Initiative is exploring the 
possibility of growing American 
sycamore trees as a farm crop. The 
head researcher (called a principal 
investigator) John King, Ph.D., sees 
“growing” evidence that the trees 
planted in rotation on farmland could 
be a new revenue stream for farmers, 
while also improving soil health.

“I want people to start thinking 
about American sycamore not as a 
tree – not as a forestry species in the 
traditional sense – but as a crop that 
we can integrate into conventional 
farming systems,” said King who is 
a professor of tree physiology and 
ecosystem science in the Department 
of Forestry and Environmental 
Resources at N.C. State University.

King has been looking into the 
idea with field research for more 
than a decade at multiple sites across 
North Carolina. He explained that 
farmers could essentially follow the 
same steps as his research:  First, 
buy readily available sycamore 
seedlings from the N.C. Forest 
Service (at nurseries in Goldsboro 
and Greensboro). Second, subsoil a 
field and plant the trees. Third, the 
trees can be left to grow for three or 
four years with essentially no inputs 
(fertilizers, herbicides, tillage), as 
American sycamore trees have proven 
to be very resistant to problems such 
as drought, insects and other stresses 
in the environment.  Even without 
fertilizers or herbicides, the trees 
will grow to prominence and shade 
out weeds and underbrush. Fourth, 
once the trees have grown for three 
or four seasons they can be harvested 
mechanically, after which they will 
re-sprout the following spring.

“In forestry, we call that coppicing. 
We harvest the aboveground material 
to produce wood pellets, for example, 
and then the trees will re-sprout 
automatically,” King explained. “They 
just come back from the stump, and 
then we have a second rotation of a 
tree crop. We wait three or four more 
years, take another harvest, and then 
repeat – it will regenerate again.

“So, we plant it one time, but we’ll 
get at least three or four harvests out 
of each planting. By planting several 
fields at staggered intervals, farmers 
could produce annual harvests of 
woody biomass for wood pellets 

or other uses.  We know this system 
maintains productivity in typical North 
Carolina settings, because we have 
experiments that have been going on 
for over twelve years now, and we’ve 
seen no drop off in biomass over that 
length of time, again without fertilizers 
or other inputs.”

The researchers do not know how 
many coppice cycles the tree stumps 
can tolerate before productivity drops 
off (because current experiments are 
in the fourth coppice cycle), but when 
that time comes, farmers can convert 
the field back to conventional crops, 
which is actually the intention, to 
benefit from improvements in soil 
health. King said the sycamores will 
have improved soil conditions by 
that point.

“You can think of worn-out 
agricultural soils that require a lot of 
fertilizer and other inputs to grow crops. 
Well, if we put a field into sycamore 
for ten or twelve years, it will improve 
the chemical and physical properties 
of the soil. There are a lot of ways 
that happens – woody roots basically 
reverse soil compaction, improving 
drainage, and the roots will “mine” 
deep into the soil for nutrients such 
as fertilizers that have been applied 
over decades. The trees pull those 
nutrients up and return them to the 
surface when the leaves fall. That leaf 
litter layer also adds organic matter to 
the soil and eliminates the agricultural 
weed seed bank, hopefully, decreasing 
the need for herbicides when returned 
to agricultural crops.  And so, when 
the farmer puts the field back into 
agricultural production, our results 
suggest increased productivity, and 
perhaps decreased cost of inputs.”

Another benefit of American 
sycamore as an alternative crop for 
farmers, is its high tolerance of wet 
soils. (It naturally grows along stream 
banks and bottoms.) It can put land 
into production that might otherwise 
be too wet for other crops, especially 
in coastal counties.

King’s field testing has been 
spread across three different sites in 
North Carolina, including land in the 
Butner area that’s part of the Oxford 
Tobacco Research Station. On that 
site, there’s an instrumentation station 
that King and members of his research 
team use to monitor weather, tree 
and soil characteristics. With those 
measurements, their research has 

shown the sycamore fields have a 
benefit for carbon sequestration, too.

“This instrumentation helps us 
measure the environmental footprint 
of American sycamore short-rotation 
coppice. The data show a net increase 
in carbon uptake from the air, putting 
it in the soil, where it belongs, so it is 
also very good for the carbon balance 

of a farm. If trading carbon credits 
becomes a reality someday, this 
technology will help farmers get the 
benefit of it.  The research also shows 
that American sycamore coppice 
culture has benefits for cooling the 
environment through its direct effects 
on the water cycle,” King said.

With more than a decade of field 

trials and data, King and his team 
believe it’s time to ramp up outreach 
to farmers and other economic 
sectors. By “connecting the dots,” 
the team hopes to demonstrate the 
feasibility and potential benefits of 
using agricultural practices to produce 
biomass feedstocks. That would feed 

N.C. State University researcher Dr. John 
King, bottom right photo, is studying the 
potential for Sycamore trees to be grown 
as a fi eld crop to produce biomass for fuel 
and improve soil health. Top photo shows 
equipment used to monitor weather and 
soil conditions.

(Continued from pg. 1)
HPAI biosecurity

need to be extra vigilant. Commercial operations and backyard flock owners 
should continue to follow strict biosecurity measures including keeping 
birds enclosed without access to wild birds or other domestic flocks.”

If your birds are sick or dying, report it right away to your local 
veterinarian, the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services Veterinary Division, 919-707-3250, or the N.C. Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory System 919-733-3986. 

 The warning signs of HPAI include: 
• Reduced energy, decreased appetite, and/or decreased activity
• Lower egg production and/or soft-shelled or misshapen eggs
• Swelling of the head, eyelids, comb and wattles
• Purple discoloration of the wattles, comb and legs
• Difficulty breathing, runny nares (nose), and/or sneezing
• Twisting of the head and neck, stumbling, falling down,    

 tremors and/or circling
• Greenish diarrhea
  More information on biosecurity and the signs of HPAI is at 

www.ncagr.gov/avianflu. If you have questions about migratory birds, 
hunting, or wild waterfowl found dead on your property, visit the N.C. 
Wildlife Resources Commission’s website at www.ncwildlife.org.   
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We Are Agriculture social media series wraps up
In 2022, employees from the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services were highlighted in a year-long social media series titled We Are Agriculture. If you missed 
the series, you can fi nd their stories on the In the Field blog at https://blog.ncagr.gov/. Thank you to the dedicated NCDA&CS employees for your work in protecting consumers 
and in promoting and serving agriculture and farmers. 
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Equipment
For Sale

NOTICE

N.C. law requires a permit 
to sell honey bees in the state. 
A permit is not required for: 
The sale of less than 10 bee 
hives in a calendar year, a 
one-time going-out-of-business 
sale of less than 50 hives, or 
the renting of bees for pol-
lination purposes or their 
movement to gather honey.

Contact Don Hopkins, 
state apiarist, NCDA&CS, 
1060 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001 for 
information.

Bees, Supplies 
& Services

For Sale

Classifi ed Advertising
Ads are run free for N.C. residents & can be submitted by mail to 1001 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1001; on-

line at www.AgReview.org; or by fax to 919-733-5047. Ads must include name, address including zip code, phone number 
including area code, and price or price range for every item being sold. 

 Deadline for each issue is noon on the fi rst working day of the month prior to publication. Limit is 30 words, editor reserves 
right to edit or reject ads. Limit 2 ads/person in diff erent categories.

BEES FARM EQUIPMENT

NH 846 rnd baler, $750. 
Jacob Cain, Randleman 336-
736-9427.

NI 486 rnd baler, 5x6, 
$4,500; gear box for early 
JD MX8 bush hog, $1,500; 
quarter turn chute for NH sq 
baler, $400. Johnny Harrison, 
Salisbury 704-213-0857.

1949 AC-G tractors & wgts, 
(1) restored, $2,800; (1) for 
parts, $1,500; (2) wgts, $500 
ea. Todd Roberts, Taylorsville 
828-352-3514.

NH 638 rnd baler, 4x4, 
$3,500; old JD grain drill, 
clutch lift, 17 drops, $350; 
pto-driven post hole digger, 
looks rough, GC, $300. Drew 
Mintz, Shallotte 910-443-9884.

JD M, 40, 420 & 1010 parts, 
sheet metal, heads, blocks, 
wgts, misc, $5-$300. Guy 
Hiniker, Oxford 919-815-0268.

Tractor plows, 3 pt, (2) 
cults, (1) lay off, (1) potato 
digger, $250/all. Roy Scar-
boro, Archdale 336-431-7359.

1983 JD 2240, GC, 1 owner, 
$8,500. Garner Jarrell, Mt. 
Airy 336-648-4288.

 MF 3165 tractor, needs 
back tires, $4,000  fi rm; Walker 
mower vacuum, GC, $3,000. 
Eugene Tucker, Denton 336-
963-9325.

1951 Ford 8N tractor, GC, 
$2,800. Billy Breeden, Haw 
River 919-636-0210.

JD 420, restored, $3,500; 
JD 520, wide front, $3,500. 
Ernestine Rigsbee, Knightdale 
919-815-9140.

2006 King Kutter fi nish 
mower, 5 ft., steel deck, 40 
hp gear box, shielded pto 
shaft, anti-scalp front roller, 
shielded storage, $700. John 
Oakes, McLeansville 336-
697-1502.      

Farmall Cub, yellow & 
white, restored, new tires, 
$3,500  obo; Intl 2806 diesel 
industrial tractor, 2 sets hyd 
remotes, 1000/540 pto, 120 
hp, $8,500. Tyler Brown, 
Woodleaf 704-310-0849.

JD Gator XUV 550, 215 hrs., 
high/low trans, 4x4 w/diff 
lock, EC, $10,500 obo. Brian 
Ward, Liberty 336-362-0008.

Case 1054 corn head, 
5-row, rebuilt, $4,000 obo; 
Hardi Mega 350 sprayer, 60 
ft. booms, $4,000 obo; 7x7 
wing-fold tool bar, 20 ft. 
wide, $1,000. Tim Wilson, 
Bailey 252-292-2545.

Hay spear, 3 pt, LN, $135. 
Gary Formisano, Shallotte 
910-540-1962.

Craftsman rear- tine tiller, 
EC, LN, $500; Cub Cadet 
mower, 33 in. cut, CC800, 382 
CC OHV, rear wheel drive, 
LN, $1,000. Robert Johnson, 
Kernersville 336-788-8402.

5-frame nucs, $180; 3 lb. 
bee pkgs, $130; queens, $35; 
complete hives, $380; p/u 
4/22/23. Dick Lippard, 
Statesville 704-682-4018. 

10-frame equip, 4 deeps 
w/frames & foundation; 2 
deeps; 2 bottom boards; 2 
telescoping covers; 2 inner 
covers; 2 stands, $225. Tom 
Inkenbrandt, Mt. Gilead 
910-571-6153.

6-frame nucs, p/u appx 
4/10/23, $180; bee colonies, 
$250 ea. Billy Searcy, Mill 
Spring 828-817-0266. 

5-frame nucs  in waxed 
cardboard nuc box, avail early 
4/23, weather permitting, 
$180. Sam Bolick, Concord 
704-795-3900.

3 lb. pkgs, $130 ea; 1,000 
5-frame nucs & splits, full of 
bees, $140 ea; avail March, 
lrg & sm orders. Tim Holt, 
Siloam 336-710-4904.

3 lb. pkg Italian bees/w 
queen, $120; 5-frame nucs, 
avail 1st wk of April, $165; 
local queens, $30 + shipping 
in NC. Garry Whitley, Albe-
marle 704-982-0698.

Fort disc mower, DMD 
2050, 6 ft., 5-disc, needs 50-
80 hp, 4 y/o, LN, $4,850. 
Steve Boatwright, Shelby 
704-487-0751.

Titan Equipment fi nish 
mower, 60 in., $1,450. Ron-
nie Calloway, Yadkinville 
336-817-0380.

JD 6000 sprayer $9,000; 
Case IH MX110, w/300-gal 
tank sprayer, $49,500; Case 
IH 8430 hay  baler, $6,000. 
Larry Hudson, Mebane 
919-928-6086.

NI 5209 discbine, 9 ft. 
cut, runs & operates fi ne, 
$10,500. Joe Kurnik, Vale 
980-241-0855. 

Ford 309 corn planter, 
2-row, EC, $1,200; Farmall 
Cub tractor w/sickle bar 
mower, EC, $2,850; Farmall 
Cub tractor w/cults EC, 
$2,750. Cyrus Bowman, 
Colfax 336-420-0986.

Hesston 5500 rnd baler, 
$1,800; NH grinder/mixer 
feed mill, $1,800; IH silage 
chopper, $400; sm seed 
cleaner, $300; pull-type 
grader blade, $600. Reagan 
Hudson, Vale 828-874-3389.

FARM EQUIPMENT FARM EQUIPMENT

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation  Inc 
- $99,072 

Enhancing Agriculture through CASE Institute
Area Served: Statewide

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation  
     Inc -$51,500 

Agricultural Education Teacher Leadership   
     Cohort

Area Served: Statewide

Feed The Dialogue NC Foundation - $11,500
Cultivating the Classroom Project
Area Served: Statewide
Farmer Foodshare - $165,048.13 
Farm & Food-Hub Post-Pandemic Revitalization
Area Served: Central NC

The N.C. General Assembly created the N.C. Tobacco 
Trust Fund Commission in 2000 to lessen the financial
impact to farmers and tobacco-related businesses caused 
by the sharp decline of tobacco in the agricultural economy. 

The commission’s original funding was established 
through tobacco industry annual payments as a result of the 
Master Settlement Agreement.  Its current funding comes 
from a set appropriation of funds. Since 2002, the N.C. 
TTFC has awarded more than 390 grants to public and 
nonprofit agencies that meet the goals of strengthening the 
rural and tobacco-dependent economies of North Carolina.

Area Served: Bladen, Sampson

Harnett Agriculture Academy-Triton High   
     School - $214,000

Harnett County Schools Career and Technical  
     Education

Area Served: Harnett

N.C. Agricultural & Technical State   
     University- $210,152 

From Bright Leaf to Berkshires
Area Served: Statewide

Central Carolina Community College   
     -$196,800 

CCCC State-of-the-Art Large Animal Facility      
     Area Served: 23 Central NC counties

N.C. Department of Agriculture & Consumer  
     Services - $383,685

Certified NC Christmas Tree Seed
Area Served: Statewide

Southeastern Community College
Greenhouse Supporting Local Agricultural        

     Industry - $374,500
Area Served: Columbus

Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation  
     District -- $30,000

No-Till Grain/Grass Drill for Landowners
Area Served: Franklin

Town of Princeville - $300,000
Princeville’s Farmers Market
Area Served: Edgecombe

Ashe Regional Agricultural Center
Ashe County - $500,000
Area Served: Ashe
Johnston County Public Schools - $64,406.22
Agricultural Machining with Plasma Cutters
Area Served: Johnston

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation Inc - $31,930 
NCTTFC ALDP Alumni Event
Area Served: Statewide

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation Inc -- 
$15,450 

Needs Assessment: Masters of Agribusiness
Area Served: Statewide

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation  Inc. - 
$264,498

GrowDairy: Growing NC dairy farms
Area Served: Statewide

The North Carolina Agricultural Foundation  Inc - 
$1,569,968

NC AgVentures Farmer Grant Program
Area Served: 46 Central NC Counties

(Continued from pg. 1)
Tobacco Trust Fund grants
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FARMLAND HAY & GRAIN

Trucks & 
Trailers 
Wanted

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

Supplies
For Sale

SEEDS & PLANTS

Seeds & 
Plants

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses off ering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 
Industry Division at 800-206-9333 
or 919-707-3730.

LIVESTOCK

Supplies
Wanted

Livestock
For Sale

Hay & Grain
For Sale

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Farm Labor
For Sale

WW2 Halftrack truck by 
White, Autocar, Diamond 
T & Intl, complete or parts; 
used post-war in agriculture 
& forestry. Robert Harrison, 
Salisbury 704-202-3301.

 1970 Ford F-500 dump 
truck, 14 ft. bed, new eng 
rebuild, new radiator, $5,500 
obo. David Christenbury, Har-
risburg 919-633-0931.

2022 Calico stock trailers, 
16 ft., bumper pull, $9,455; 
gooseneck, $9,995. Y.D. Saul, 
Elon 336-213-6292.

T-posts, 5 ft. J.D. Isley, 
Reidsville 336-349-7568.

Used motor oil & hydraulic 
oil to heat greenhouses; w/in 
100 mi of Moncure. Ralph 
Sweger, Moncure 919-389-
8643.

Old log barns for restora-
tion of Wilkes co farm, GC; 
farm is used as an educational 
campus for middle school 
students. Mike Hubbard, 
Wilkesboro 919-363-1610.

Tug-It lever operated 
hoist, 1-ton, $200 cash; wood 
cook stove, $400 cash; red 
oak lumber, 14x7x1.75, 15 
boards, $40 ea; other items. 
Charles McPherson, Mebane 
919-830-0878, noon-8 p.m.

Metal shelves, VGC, 2x6x6, 
$60; 2x6x7, adjustable, $125 
ea. Roy Scarboro, Archdale 
336-431-7359.

Gourds, some extra lrg, for 
bird houses & crafts, $1.25 & 
up. Denny Rollins, Mocksville 
336-492-7223. 

Martin gourds, $4. Bob 
Whitaker, Mocksville 336-
469-4822, no texts.  

Oil tanks, $75-$200 ea; 
275-gal totes, $60 ea for 2 or 
more; metal drums, 100 avail, 
$10 ea; plastic feed barrels, 
$20 ea; other items. Jeff  Brit-
tain, Hickory 828-327-4782.  

Wood Chief wood heater, 
¼ in. steel, burns 3 ft. length 
wood, $350. L.J. Smith, 
Thomasville 336-476-3505.

Firewood, farm cut, p/u 
load under 6 ft., no deliv, 
$45. P. Stowe, Graham 336-
675-0466.

Sunflower seeds, 12-14 
lb. fl ower, 15-18 in. diameter, 
SASE & $3/25 seeds; $5/50 
seeds. N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn 
Rd, Trinity, NC 27370.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, NC 
27370.

100 lrg pine trees, you cut 
& haul, free; 2022 walnuts, 
off  tree & in shell, $25/bu. 
William Modlin, Jamesville 
252-792-7709.

Blueberry plants, early, mid 
& late season, many variet-
ies, discounts for lrg orders, 
$3.75 - $15. Michael Crippen, 
Garland 910-529-1469.

Potted muscadine vines, 
3-4 ft., healthy, several variet-
ies, planting instr incld, $20. 
Bob Whitaker, Mocksville 
336-469-4822, no texts. 

 Birmingham roller pigeons, 
performance-bred, great spin-
ners, $20 & up. D.R. Dennis, 
Randleman 336-318-9285, 
after 6 p.m.

Game chickens, red & grey 
stags, $25 & up; pullets, good 
producers, $10 & up. Lee At-
kins, Aberdeen 910-280-2505, 
atkinsaces@yahoo.com. 

California, silver Califor-
nia, blue scales, Gambels, 8 
breeds bobwhite, partridge, 
Philby, chukar, Hungarian, $3 
& up. Jimmy Furr, Stanfi eld 
704-888-0213.

Pullets, Buff Orpington, 
Rhode Island Red, Barred Rock, 
16 w/o, $20 ea.  Justin Smith, 
Asheboro 336-465-7884.

Ducks, Mandarin, $125/pr; 
Fulvous, $100/pr; Marbled Teal, 
$125/pr. Martin Dover, Shelby 
704-482-0178.

Australian blk swans & 
mute swans, $600 & up; Cape 
Barren geese, $600 & up; 
Ruddy shelducks, $150 & up.  
Jim Simpson, Indian Trail 704-
361-6497.

Game chickens, bitties & 
pullets, Grey, Speckle, Claret, 
blue Minor, $7 & up. Tim 
Stephens, Mooresville 704-
458-1436, call or text.  

Muscovy ducks, babies & 
1 m/o, 3/$10. Virginia Rubino, 
Lincolnton 704-241-3734.

Khaki Campbell ducks, 
laying, $20; brown egg-laying 
chickens, $15. Ryan Luthy, 
Union Grove 336-468-6597.

Peacock chicks, 2022 hatch, 
India blue, $60 ea; white, $80 
ea. Brenda Strader, Reidsville 
336-342-3870.

Bobwhite quail & ring-
necked pheasants, raised in fl ight 
pens, quail, $4.50; pheasants, 
$12.50. Curtis Meissner, Bostic 
609-273-2230.

Charolais bulls & heifers, 
polled, gentle, reg sires, 7 mos+, 
$1,000 & up; Angus/Charolais x 
heifers, polled, gentle, 7 mos+, 
$1,000 & up. Johnny Harrison, 
Salisbury 704-213-0857.

Angus bulls, reg, 2 y/o, ready 
for service, ABS herdsires En-
hance & Plus One, 1,500–1,600 
lbs., excellent quality, $3,000. 
Terry McPherson, Graham 
919-280-2467.

Fainting goats, $150 & up. 
Joan Culberson, Snow Camp 
919-259-6139.

Alpine buck, dob 3/22, pb, 
can be reg, $250; (2) Alpine does, 
dob Apr & June 2021, $350 ea. 
Ted Lawson, Stokesdale 336-
669-3219 or 669-5120.

Reg Angus bulls, 1 & 2 y/o, 
bloodlines New Design 5050, 
Jindra Acclaim, TC Total, New 
Day 454, tested, $1,500 & up. 
Wayne Wilson, Kannapolis 
980-521-6707.

SimAngus bulls, blk, polled, 
bred for good disposition, 
growth, & maternal value, 
$2,750-$3,000. William Pyle, 
Franklinton 919-215-5677.

Reg Angus bulls, 2 y/o, bred 
for calving ease & effi  ciency, 
good feet & disposition, recent 
soundness exam,  $3,000; Angus 
 cows avail. Steve McPherson, 
Snow Camp 336-263-6042.

Reg Angus bulls, 14 m/o, ai 
sired by Patriarch, Cowboy Up, 
Steller, Ramesses & Absolute, 
$2,500. Kim Starnes, Salisbury 
704-640-5875.

Reg Blk Angus bulls, GAR 
bloodlines, 12-15 m/o, $2,500-
$4,000. Nathan Ireland, Hamp-
tonville 336-428-6974.

Reg Hereford bull, polled, 
4 ½ y/o, gentle, makes beauti-
ful calves, $2,400; (2) polled 
Hereford bull calves, pb, 6 m/o, 
$800 ea. Jon Horne, Waxhaw 
704-507-0086, call or text.

Reg Red Angus yearling 
bulls, 4 avail, $1,200 ea.; heifers, 
$1,800 & up. Robert Godwin, 
Angier 910-985-0757, call or text.

Reg Angus bulls, 12-13 m/o, 
sire Haf Niagara 4812, $1,400. 
Jake Cornelison, Mocksville 
336-998-3309.

Reg Santa Gertrudis, calves, 
$850 & up; bulls, $1,200 & up; 
cow/calf pairs, $2,600 & up. 
Charles O’Bryant III, Reidsville 
336-908-0276.

Nigerian dwarf fainting 
goats x, (4) nannies, 7 m/o, 
shots current, $165 ea; Kinder 
nanny goat, 4 y/o disbudded, 
shots current, multiple births, 
$300. Jannie Curlee, Norwood 
704-983-3996.

2022 Boer female & Kiko/
Savanna females, $300 ea obo. 
Lee Atkins, Aberdeen 910-280-
2505, atkinsaces@yahoo.com.

 4x5 rnd hay bales, barn 
stored, $60/rl. Hayden Wil-
let, Bear Creek 919-930-4191.

Coastal Bermuda hay, 
4x5 rnd,  $35; sq bales, $7. 
Jimmy Newton, Rockingham 
910-995-1223.

2022 grass straw, 300 sq 
bales, barn stored, no rain, 
$6/bale. Marty DeMers, 
Sophia 336-509-0241.

Hay, 4x5, $35. Jessie Brooks, 
Hamptonville 336-244-6479. 

Fescue hay, 2nd cut, sq 
bales, $5 ea. Wayne Young, 
Kittrell 336-598-2076.

2022 Alfalfa, horse qual-
ity, 36 in., 50 lbs., $17/bale; 
2022 Coastal Bermudagrass, 
horse quality, 36 in., 45 lbs., 
$9.50/bale; moisture-tested, 
deliv avail. John Burt, Fuquay 
Varina 919-971-5437.

2022 wheat straw, sq bales, 
$4/bale. Kyle Almond, New 
London 704-463-5988.

Peanut hay, net wrapped, 4 
x 4.5, can deliv 42 bales/load, 
$35 & up; prices can change 
w/o notice. Larry Bullock, 
Greenville 252-883-4748.

2022 fescue, spring & 
fall cut, horse quality, no 
rain, can deliv, $6.75/bale. 
Allen Moore, Summerfi eld 
336-706-1157.

Spring cut fescue mix, 
sq bales, $7. Dillon Pinnix, 
Reidsville 336-587-9042.

Horse quality hay, deliv 
avail, $50/rl. H.O. Davis, 
Elon 336-260-7606.

Oat hay baleage, 4x4, 
wrapped, cut in the chute, 
$35/bale. Clayton Kirby, 
Roper 336-260-1909.

Coastal Bermuda hay, 
horse quality, out of barn, 
$8.50; cow quality, out of 
barn, $6.50. Gary White, 
Sanford 919-775-9769.

Farmland to lease in Vance, 
Warren or Northampton co for 
2023 growing season. Ken 
Green, Henderson 252-203-
3945,  kendrell2010@gmail.com.  

Land to rent in the Lawndale, 
Vale, Banoak area, to grow hay, 
wheat & soybeans. Joe Kurnik, 
Vale 980-241-0855.  

Farmland
Wanted

18.5 FSA ac Robeson co, 
Norfolk loamy sand soil, 
$1,350. Stephen Deutsch, 
Raleigh 610-438-7618. 

Shared-use kitchen space 
on former goat dairy farm, 
170 sq ft., gas range, oven, 
sinks, tables, walk-in cooler; 1 
day/wk, $150/mo, payable in 
advance. Liza Plaster, Lenoir 
828-758-0906.

Land for sale must consist 
of at least 3 acres and be 
used for agricultural pur-
poses, i.e. cultivation, raising 
livestock and/or other farm 
commodities.

Advertisers must indicate 
use of land.

Farmland
For Sale

Mowing contractor w/vert 
mower to trim overgrown limbs & 
sm trees from edge of grass fi elds; 
located in northern Cleveland co. 
Tim Crotts, Lawndale 704-692-3201.

Farm Labor
Wanted

Vert & horz mowing, ponds, 
dams, shooting lanes, property, 
fence lines; food plot setting 
& plowing, $75/hr. + deliv of 
equip. Roger McKenzie, Jackson 
Springs 910-528-2293.

13 ac Stokes co, mostly 
wooded, 4 fi elds, rd frontage, 
creek, $97,500. James Fetner, 
Sandy Ridge 336-963-2408.

94 ac Davidson co, 90+ 
y/o standing oak hardwood, 
$665,000. L.J. Smith, Thom-
asville 336-476-3505.

 Great Plains no-till drill, 
either 605NT or 706NT, 
pull-type.  Henry Wilson, 
Southern Pines 910-639-0714.

Sickle bar mower, 3 pt, 
pto-driven, good working 
cond; gas powered mule 
plow, GC. Clark Honeycutt, 
Roseboro 910-391-8789, call 
or text.

Gear driven rotary til-
ler, 60 in. Dru Zucchino, 
Bakersville 828-378-6536.

JD tractor, model 40, 
420 or 430, must have wide 
front end, running or not. 
Terry Greene, Forest City 
828-305-5883.

Farmall M or H, in run-
ning cond. Tyler Dunn, 
Robbins 336-963-4018.

NH 638 rnd baler for 
parts, or pto shaft. Rick 
Gwaltney, Hiddenite 828-
632-0821.

3 pt sickle mower & 6 
ft. box scrape blade. David 
Arron, Snow Camp 336-
212-5943 or 567-9663.

Leveling auger for IH 
715/815 combine. Larry 
Campbell, Harmony, 336-
940-7082.

Front end loader for 
1996 JD 770 compact trac-
tor.  Tim Crotts, Lawndale 
704-692-3201.

NH 472  haybine gear 
box, in good working 
order, reasonable price. 
Jerry Lambeth, High Point 
336-687-4248.

Equipment
Wanted

FARM EQUIPMENT

JD garden tractor, 140 H3, 
type T0586, SN 043777M, 
54 in. front blade, wheel 
wgts, new seat, turf tires, 
runs & operates well, $ 
1,600. Terry Todd, Spring 
Hope 252-903-2145.

Bush Hog brand bush 
hog, 5 ft., needs shaft, $425; 
aerator for riding mower, 
$190. P. Stowe, Graham 
336-675-0466.

Single turning plow, 
16-in., trailing wheel, GC, 
$350. Walter Patterson, 
Culberson 828-644-0763.



AGRICULTURAL REVIEW December  2022Page 8

State Fair Livestock Sale of Champions sets record
Junior winners in the N.C. State Fair livestock shows drew 

a record $212,500 for the top steers, barrows, lambs, goats and 
turkeys in the Junior Livestock Sale of Champions Oct. 23.  

“It is great to see our North Carolina companies show 
such strong support of our junior livestock youth,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Because of these 
shows, young people have experiences they wouldn’t have 
anywhere else. And they learn lessons that not only last 
throughout their lives, but that they can pass along to future 
generations. The money raised will go a long way towards 
college educations, scholarships and educational outreach.”

The grand champion junior market steer was shown 
by Cole Williams of Waynesville, with a winning bid of 
$20,000 placed by Tractor Supply Company and Powers 
Great American Midway. 

The grand champion Got to Be NC junior market steer 
was shown by Annah Claire Sullivan of Lucama. It was 
purchased for $18,000 by Farm Bureau Insurance, Farm 
Credit Associations of NC, Lickskillet Cattle Company 
and Steve Carroll.

Farm Bureau Insurance and NC Choices purchased the 
reserve champion junior market steer for $15,000. The steer 
was shown by Michelle Hartman of Walnut Cove. 

The grand champion junior market barrow and grand 
champion Got to Be NC junior market barrow was shown 
by Connor Kennedy of Pink Hill, with a winning bid of 
$41,000 placed by Prestage Farms, Hog Slat, Smithfield 
Foods and the N.C. Soybean Producers Association. 

N.C. Pork Council, Agri Supply Company, Land of 
Promise Farms and Dr. Richard Bonanno purchased the 
reserve grand champion junior market barrow, shown by 
Hannah Cooper of Hertford, for $26,000. 

Zade Jennings of Kenly showed the grand champion 
junior market lamb, which was purchased by Farm Bureau 
Insurance, Tractor Supply Company and Land of Promise 
Farms, for $18,000. 

The Grand Champion Got to Be NC junior market lamb 
was shown by Kalen Barwick of Deep Run. It was purchased 
for $15,000 with a bid placed by Farm Bureau Insurance 
and Smithfield Hog Production.

Farm Credit Associations of NC and ATM Auction and Realty 
purchased the reserve grand champion junior market lamb for 
$12,000. The lamb was shown by Maggie Glass of Belhaven.  
 Zade Jennings also showed the grand champion junior 
market meat goat. The winning bid was placed by Farm 
Bureau Insurance for $12,500. 

The grand champion Got to be NC junior market meat 
goat and the reserve champion junior market meat goat was 
also shown by Zade Jennings. The winning bid of $13,000 
was placed by Farm Bureau Insurance, Iron Horse Auction 
Company and Union County Livestock Market. 

The grand champion market turkey was shown by Laura 
Jessup of Coleridge. The winning bid was placed by Talley 
Farms and the N.C. Soybean Producers Association for $7,000. 

Farm Bureau Insurance and the N.C. Soybean Producers 
Association placed the winning bid of $6,500 for the reserve 
grand champion market turkey shown by Sage Robertson 
of Burlington. 

Bryson Baldwin of Statesville showed the Supreme 
Dairy Female. The winning bid of $10,000 received a Taste 
of NC Dairy Basket. Buyers were Maryland and Virginia 
Dairy Producers Cooperative, NC Farm Bureau Insurance 
Company, Farm Credit Associations of NC, NCSU Ag 
Institute, Cowbuyer.com, Simply Natural Creamery, Gar-Mac 
Dairy, White Rock Dairy, Wright Farms, Rocky Creek Vet 

Service, Thompson Cattle Company, Weston and Shannon 
McCorkle, Small Acres Dairy, Homeland Creamery of Julian 
NC, Beam Dairy, Piedmont Jerseys, Eaker Dairy, Piedmont 
Dairy and Farm Equipment, Nancy Keith, Major Bond and 
Iredell Farm Bureau. 

“Although there was not a truckload auction this year, 

additional funds were raised to provide support to the 
exhibitors of market animals,” Troxler said. “Farm Bureau 
Insurance, Tractor Supply, N.C. Pork Council, Senator Tom 
McInnis, Farm Credit Associations of NC, FoxFire Farms, 
and RWN Ag Enterprises contributed to those efforts.”

The 2022 N.C. State Fair Livestock Sale of Champion set 
a new sales record at $212,500. Money from the sale goes 
into a scholarship fund for those who show at the State 
Fair and to the winning kids. 

into the growing bioenergy industry 
in North Carolina and beyond.

According to King, North Carolina 
is ideally positioned to become a 
leader in the emerging industry of 
agricultural bioenergy production.  
He said the “dots” that need to be 
connected in North Carolina are the 
following things the state already has:

    a large existing capacity to 
produce American sycamore seedlings

    an extensive land-base and 
rural communities’ expertise in the 
production and handling of plant 
biomass

    a large and growing wood 
pellet industry

    government policies and extension 
programs supportive of agriculture.

“The economic motivation has to 
be there. Otherwise, why would people 
do it?” King said. “The beauty of this 
system is it can be used to stimulate 
many different economic sectors:  
technology and equipment to grow, 
harvest, and process the wood pellet 
feedstocks, and the wood pellets can 
be co-fired with coal or fired directly 
for utility-scale power generation. 
They’re used in home cooking grills, 
and there’s potential for development 
of residential and commercial heating 
applications.

“In today’s market, with very high 

fertilizer prices, high fuel prices, American 
sycamore short-rotation coppice culture 
will be a way to create additional farm 
revenue streams without having to put 
a lot of money into it. We think the 
economics are actually getting more 
competitive with conventional corn, 
soybean and other crops on a per-acre 
basis. We think it will have a lot of 
potential to support rural communities 
across North Carolina, stimulate new 
sectors of the economy, all the while 
helping our state have an improved 
environmental footprint.”

King’s project is officially titled 
Sycamore: Sustainable Bioenergy-
Improved Soil Health. A $122,594 

grant from the NCDA&CS Bioenergy 
Research Initiative allowed the team to 
extend the research to third and fourth 
crop rotations. The funding also paid 
for expanding the research from one 
location to three, working with the 
wood pellet industry to test sycamore 
wood quality, measuring soil health 
improvement and working with farmers 
on technology development and getting 
that technology into farmers’ hands. 
A more recent grant of $99,423 from 
the Bioenergy Research Initiative is 
funding a two-year extension of the 
research. According to King’s faculty 
webpage, it will help 1.) establish 
new field trials on operational farms 
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near existing wood pellet mills; 
2.) conduct extensive surveys to 
learn about farmer perceptions of 
adoption of bioenergy cropping; 
3.) conduct outreach activities, 
including small group meetings, 
field tours, mill tours and annual 
field days to forge relationships 
and transfer technology, based on 
field trials and survey results; and 
4.) perform an economic analysis 
comparing the short-rotation sycamore 
“farming” to conventional agriculture 
(corn/soybeans) to assess market 
competitiveness.


