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Farmland Preservation hits milestone

Commissioner Troxler

From the tractor
    by Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

(See Spotted lanternfl y, pg. 6)

Buy advance 
tickets now to 

the MSF

(See Troxler, pg. 2)

(See Mountain State, pg. 5)

 Since its inception in 2005, the NCDA&CS Farmland Preservation 
Division has had a somewhat self-explanatory mission: keep farms as farms.

This simple goal has proven to be a great deal more complicated, still 
Farmland Preservation recently hit a significant milestone in that mission: 
30,000 acres of land protected.

Hitting that mark may seem like a reason to pause and celebrate, but a 
recent report from the American Farmland Trust titled Farms Under Threat 
2040 points out just how critical every acre is and how the mission is far 
from being reached. In the report, it forecasts that North Carolina will convert 
11.6 % of its agricultural land or nearly 1.2 million acres by 2040 – second 
in the country behind only Texas. It also specifically notes that five North 
Carolina counties will experience the conversion of more than 35 % of their 
agricultural land.

The main tool that the division uses to conserve farmland is the conservation 
easement, a grant which gives money to farmers in return for an agreement 
that the land can never be used for development. Farmers seek easements 
for a variety of reasons, but one tends to come up more than most: they want 
the land they’ve worked hard to keep green and growing to stay that way.

That was among the chief motivations for Javan and Anne Calton, owners 
of Calton Farm in Rutherford County. The farm’s new 385-acre easement, 
which closed on July 13, has the distinction of being the one to put Farmland 
Preservation over the 30,000-acre mark. While the farm now primarily raises 
beef cattle, for many years it was a dairy farm which provided products to the 
Biltmore and Carnation companies. The farm has been in the Calton family 

for generations; Javan took over the land around 1965 when he and Anne 
married. Before that, Javan’s father began milking cows on the farm in 
1947, having taken up stewardship of the land from his own father who 
had worked the farm since before 1900.

Javan, 80, has worked the farm his entire life. That kind of history 

Spotted lanternfl y found in Forsyth Co.
The North Carolina Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services 
has confirmed the first established 
presence of the invasive spotted 
lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) in 
the state.  Initial surveys indicate the 
known distribution of the pest is within 
a 5-mile radius in Forsyth County near 
Interstate 40 in Kernersville extending 
to the Guilford County line. Survey 
efforts are ongoing.  

“We have been actively looking for 
this pest for years and had ramped up 

surveillance when it was detected last 
year near the North Carolina-Virginia 
line,” said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “Members of our Plant 
Industry Division and the N.C. Forest 
Service are moving quickly to eradicate 
this brightly colored pest, and we ask 
members of the public to be on the 
lookout for more spotted lanternfly 
and report any finds.” 

Spotted lanternfly poses a serious 
threat to the state’s wine and grape 

First established presence of the pest in NC

Make your plans to attend the 
N.C. Mountain State Fair Sept. 9-18 
at the WNC Ag Center in Fletcher. 
Advance tickets are on sale now, 
offering fairgoers an opportunity 
to save money and time. 

Advance adult admission is $9 
versus $12 at the gate, kids 6-12 
are $5 compared to $7 at the gate 
and seniors 65 and older are $5.

Vouchers for ride tickets are also 
available in advance at a savings. A 
sheet of 21 tickets is $12 in advance 
compared to $20 at the fair.

Special promotional days offer 
additional chances to save.  

Sept. 9: Student Day- Free 
admission for students grades K-12 
until 6 p.m.; unlimited rides all day 
for $25 plus gate admission

Sept. 12 and 15: Unlimited rides 
from 4-11 p.m. for $20  plus gate 
admission

Sept. 13:  Unlimited rides from 
4-11 p.m. for kids 12 and under 
p.m. for $20 plus gate admission

Sept. 14: Ingles Day- Free gate 

Javan and Anne Calton sign the conservation easement papers for their 
Rutherford County farm. With the easement on 385 acres, it brings 
the total acres conserved in the state to over 30,000. 

North Carolina farmers are dealing 
with so much right now – high fuel 
costs, fertilizer costs through the roof, 
dry conditions, supply chain issues 
just to name a few.

There’s so much going on that 
hurricanes and tropical storms quite 
frankly may not be on their radar.

But that doesn’t mean they shouldn’t 
be. We have officially entered hurricane 

season in North Carolina, and our 
state has had more than its fair share 
of them. In the last six to eight years 
we have been hit with more storms 
than in the previous six to eight years

This year, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration is 
predicting an above average season, 
but I hope they are wrong.

Predictions of a busy season is 
one of the reasons why I encourage 
farmers every year to review their 
emergency plans with workers and 
anyone involved in their farming 
operation. 

Be sure everyone involved in 
your operation knows where to meet 
and make sure that preparation and 
recovery duties are prioritized and 
assigned. This allows your team to 
quickly get to work before and after 
a storm.

Our Emergency Programs division 
recently rolled out a newly designed 

website, meant to collect information 
and resources for disaster response 
in one place for easy access in times 
of crisis.

The new layout is designed 
around the three core parts of disaster 
management, Prepare, Respond and 
Recover.  Under each category, you’ll 
see links to resources and organizations 
who can help with each step of that 
process.

Preparation is perhaps the most 
important thing that the average person 
can do heading into storm season. 
The new site includes resources that 
can help anyone get ready for an 
emergency, while also offering some 
specific tools for farmers and other 
people in agriculture.

For farmers, pay particular attention 
to the new site’s “Farm and Emergency 
Planning & Preparedness” section. 
Here you’ll find links to preparedness 
information from NCDA&CS, N.C. 

State Extension and the Extension 
Disaster Education Network, as well 
as a template for your own disaster 
plan that you can fill out and have 
on hand in time of emergency.

You can visit the new Emergency 
Programs website at www.ncagr.
gov/oep/ 

Flooding after storms has been 
especially problematic in the past. 
Areas that have not been known 
to flood, have flooded, so having a 
good flood plan in place is necessary

Work is underway throughout 
North Carolina to remove debris along 
waterways and streams through the 
Streamflow Rehabilitation Assistance 
Program. This is in an effort to help 
remove obstacles from waterways 
that slow down the flow of water 
following storms.

We have a lot of work to do in 
this area as a state, but this program 
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(See Recalled dog treats, pg. 3)

Goldsboro company recalls 
dog treats for possible Salmonella

Stormberg Foods LLC of Goldsboro 
is voluntarily recalling chicken strips 
and chicken crisps products for dogs 
due to potential contamination of 
Salmonella. These products were 
distributed nationwide between June 
8 and July  6 and sold at retail facilities 
and online.

The products are sold under the 
brand names: Beg & Barker Chicken 
Breast Strips Dog Treat, Billo’s Best 
Friend Chicken Breast Strips Dog 
Treat and Green Coast Pets Chicken 

Crisps Dog Treats
The company launched the recall 

after a sample collected at the production 
facility by the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Food and Drug Protection Division 
tested positive for Salmonella spp. 

“While these are pet treats, if 
contaminated, they can also make pet 
owners sick if they touch the treats 
and have not thoroughly washed their 
hands after having contact with them 
or any surfaces exposed to them,” 

said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “If pet owners have 
purchased any of these products 
recently, they should check their 
items against the recall list and 
contact the company if they have 
any of these products.”

The following products and 
production codes are included in 
this recall: 

The Sept. 1 deadline is fast approaching for the fourth 
phase of the Increasing Meat Production, Efficiency and 
Capacity (IMPEC) grant program, which is geared to 
independent state meat and seafood processing facilities

The goal of this N.C. Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services program is to ensure an uninterrupted 
supply of North Carolina meat products by increasing 
the efficiency and capacity of local small-scale meat 
processing facilities.

“The COVID pandemic showed us vulnerabilities in 
the food supply chain and the need for local products to 
meet consumer demand,” said Agriculture Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “We are already seeing benefits to 
agribusinesses, farmers, and consumers from earlier 
phases and we want to build on that momentum. A 
total of $15 million in grants will be available in this 
fourth phase.”

Funding for this cost-share program was approved 
by the N.C. General Assembly and comes from federal 
American Rescue Plan Act money earmarked for 
North Carolina.

In addition to increasing production, efficiency 
and/or capacity, projects can also include value-added 
processing. Project categories can include equipment and 

infrastructure, contractual/consultation, labor; training 
and retention, and other identified needs, Troxler said.

To be eligible for grant funding, applicants must 
contract with independent livestock producers or seafood 
harvesters to process animals or seafood and must be 
state or federally inspected, or it must produce further 
processed meat products under state or federal inspection 
or be a USDA inspected processor of shelf-stable meat 
or meat products. Proposals can be for beef, pork, small 
ruminants, seafood, and catfish processing facilities. 
Recipients must match $1 in funds or services for every 
$2 in grant funding. Cash or services must come from 
non-federal and/or state sources, and matching funds 
cannot be used as a match for any other federal or state 
cost-share project. 

The grant application and required forms can be 
downloaded from the NCDA&CS website at www.
ncagr.gov.  Please note that grant proposals are due by 
the close of business on Sept. 1.

For questions about the program in general, please 
contact Joe Hampton at 704-880-2488, Teresa Lambert 
at 828-312-0012, or Brad Batch at 919-707-3236. For 
more information on the application process, please 
contact impecgrantprograms@ncagr.gov. 

Proposals due Sept. 1 for Phase 4 
of NCDA&CS IMPEC grants

From Freda Butner, NCDA&CS dietician 
Have you ever walked out your door to discover a mound 

of zucchini left by a neighbor who has a garden? Well, I have! 
If you’re not lucky enough to have experienced this, head 
to the Farmers Market and fill your bag with this prolific-
bearing plant. Yes, buy more than two green squashes and 
more than two ears of corn because you will likely repeat this 
meal. Better yet, make two at once, save one for reheating 
later and use the extra corn on the grill.

This crustless Sweet Corn and Zucchini Pie is incredibly 
easy to make, and it’s the perfect way to enjoy summer produce! 
It takes just a few minutes to prep, and you can make a nice 
tossed salad while it bakes to make a complete, simple meal. 

This dish provides calcium, vitamin D, and protein with 
cheese and mushrooms. Corn adds significant amounts of 
B vitamins and fiber. This recipe’s real star is the zucchini, 
containing 40% of the daily vitamin A requirement and over 
10% of manganese, potassium, magnesium, and vitamin C. 
To round out this nutritional powerhouse, it is also a good 
source of copper, vitamin K, and folate.  

Ingredients:
4 tablespoons butter
half of a yellow onion, diced
2 ears sweet corn
2 large zucchini, sliced very thinly (about 4 cups)
8 ounces sliced mushrooms (optional; add a few more 

slices of zucchini instead)
1 tablespoon dried basil
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon salt
12 ounces shredded cheese (Mozzarella and Swiss go well)
4 eggs, beaten

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Heat the butter in a 

large, deep skillet over medium-high heat. Add the onions, 
zucchini, and mushrooms. While the veggies saute, cut the 
corn kernels off the cob. Add them to the pan and continue 

This seasonal recipe is a tasty combo of corn and zucchini
to saute until the veggies are soft, 5-10 minutes. Remove 
from heat.

Once the mixture has cooled for a few minutes, stir in 
the basil, oregano, salt, cheese, and beaten eggs. Line a 
pie pan (9-inch or larger) with parchment paper or grease 
a pan with nonstick spray. Transfer the mixture to the pan. 
Arrange the top, so the zucchini slices lay flat and look 
nice. Sprinkle with a bit of extra cheese for looks, cover 
with greased foil, and bake for 20 minutes. Remove foil 
and bake for an additional 5 minutes to brown the top. Let 
stand for 10-15 minutes before cutting into slices.

NOTES
If the pie pan is overly full, place a mat or pan under 

it to catch what bubbles over. Sprinkle with fresh herbs 
(parsley, basil and cilantro) saved from other recipes using 
fresh herbs.

Courtesy of Pinch of Yum @pinchofyum

Sweet corn, zucchini are in season now at farmers markets, 
roadside stands and grocery stores across the state.Support 
North Carolina farmers by buying local where you shop. 

is a proactive measure, with a total of $38 million in funding earmarked 
from the N.C. General Assembly. 

Being prepared on the farm is also a proactive measure. Some steps 
you can take on the farm include clearing debris from drainage ditches so 
water can flow freely.

Identify high ground on your farm to move livestock and equipment to.
Move livestock off the farm prior to a storm if options are available 

for that.
Have photos of valuables items stored off site. Store all business records 

above flood level.
It’s always a good idea to have important phone numbers handy following 

a storm. Cell phones help make that easier,but be sure you have the contact 
number for county extension agents, insurance agents, the county Farm 
Service Agency and your private veterinarian.

    It is my hope that the preparation and the review of your farm’s 
emergency plan is just a good reminder and is not needed this year.
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N.C. Forest Service off ers tree seedlings for sale

(Continued from pg. 2)
Recalled dog treats

Product Size UPC Batch No. Exp Dates
Beg & Barker Chicken Breast 
Strips

1 oz 8 50025 54628 7 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

Beg & Barker Chicken Breast 
Strips

4 oz 8 50025 54611 9 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

Beg & Barker Chicken Breast 
Strips

10 oz 8 50025 54610 2 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

Billo’s Best Friend Chicken 
Breast Strips

4 oz 8 50025 54682 9 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

Green Coast Pets Chicken Crisps 4 oz 8 60001 92832 7 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

Green Coast Pets Chicken Crisps 8 oz 8 60001 92833 4 All batch num-
bers

06/06/23 to 06/23/23

  
Symptoms of Salmonella in humans include nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, abdominal cramping 
and fever. Though rare, an infection can result in more serious 
ailments, including arterial infections, endocarditis, arthritis, 
muscle pain, eye irritation and urinary tract symptoms. 
Consumers exhibiting these signs after having contact with 
these products should contact their healthcare providers.

Pets with Salmonella infections may be lethargic and have 
diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, fever and vomiting, while some 
pets may have fewer symptoms including decreased appetite, 
fever and abdominal pain. Infected but otherwise healthy 

pets can be carriers and infect other animals or humans. If 
your pet has consumed the recalled products and has these 
symptoms, please contact your veterinarian.

To date, no illnesses associated with these products have 
been reported

Consumers who have purchased these products and/or 
have pets who have become ill are urged to notify stormbergship@

gmail.com immediately with all product information for return 
or proper disposal information. Consumers with questions 
may contact the customer services department at 919-947-
6011, Monday – Saturday 3 a.m. to 9 p.m. EST or by email.

From now until late October, agricultural fairs will be 
happening in North Carolina. If you have never been to an 
agricultural fair, make this the year to check one out. Agricultural 
fairs highlight the state’s leading $92.9 billion industry, drawing 
attention to the farmers and agribusinesses that produce food, 
fiber and fuel for the world. 

Following are upcoming fair dates.
Aug. 5-14 ......... Surry County Agricultural Fair
Aug. 22-27 ....... Drexel Community Fair
Aug. 25-28 ....... Alleghany Ag Fair and Pumpkin Festival
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 Hickory American Legion Fair
Sept. 2-10 ........ Iredell County Agricultural Fair
Sept. 2-11 ........ Cumberland County Fair
Sept. 3-11 ........ The Great Americas Alamance County 

Fair
Sept. 7-10 ........ Avery County A&H Fair
Sept. 9-17 ........ Cabarrus County Fair
Sept. 13-18 ...... Lee Regional Fair 
Sept. 13-17 ...... Stokes County Agricultural Fair
Sept. 19-24 ...... Davidson County Agricultural Fair
Sept. 20-25 ...... Pitt County American Legion Agricultural 

Fair Inc. 
Sept. 20-25 ...... Wilson County Fair
Sept. 27-Oct. 1 . Chowan County Regional Fair
Sept. 28-Oct. 1 . Moore County Agricultural Fair
Sept. 29-Oct. 9 . Cleveland County Fair Association
Sept. 29-Oct. 8 . Wayne Regional Agricultural Fair
Sept. 30-Oct. 8 . Robeson Regional Agricultural Fair
Sept. 30-Oct. 9 . Carolina Classic Fair
Oct. 4- 8 ........... Lenoir County Fair
Oct. 5- 9 ........... Haywood County Fair
Oct. 11-16 ........ Columbus Agriculture Fair Inc. 
Oct. 11-15 ........ Onslow County Agricultural Fair
Oct. 13-16 ........ Richmond County Agricultural Fair
Oct. 21-23 ........ Duplin County Agricultural Fair 

Upcoming agricultural fairs

As a Livestock Marketing Specialist, Will works with producers across the state in many 
troubleshooting scenarios and growth opportunities, including program development, bottom 
line metrics and expansion and industry/community involvement. 

“Animal agriculture professionals face many challenges in their day-to-day life, and 
it is my job to do everything that I can to make that job easier, including helping them 
market their product in the best way possible and expand their branding,” he said. He also 
continues to have heavy involvement with livestock shows across the state, including the 
N.C. State Fair and the N.C. Mountain State Fair. “In my previous position, I helped a lot 
with animal inspections as they arrived at the facility,” he said, “but now I will be more on 
the management side of the operation, ensuring proper execution, sponsorships, etc.” He 
also continues to function as one of the auctioneers at the Livestock Sale of Champions each 
year at the N.C. State Fair.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought a lot of new challenges for livestock producers across 
the state, including the cancellation of many livestock shows throughout 2020. Will and 
his co-workers worked hard to ensure that a livestock show would happen in September 
despite the cancellation of the N.C. Mountain State Fair. “It was hard work because we had 
a lot of restrictions to overcome and work through,” he said, “but it brought a lot of pride 
to see that our efforts gave these kids a chance to showcase the hard work they had put in 
with their animal that year, fill the void of missing in-person livestock shows and bring a 
smile to their face.”

In a world that is constantly changing, growing and evolving, building awareness and 
interest in our state’s agriculture industry in young people is more important than ever. 
For those seeking a career in the animal agriculture industry, Will recommends building 
connections and getting hands-on experience with a local farmer. “Having the proper 

education is extremely important so I always encourage pursuing a degree at an ag school,” 
he said. “However, there is nothing quite like learning from the hand of the master. Find a 
local farmer, ask to get involved on the farm and learn on-the-ground life skills that can’t be 
taught any other way than hands-on experience.” Will and his co-workers continue to take 
great pride in watching kids come through the livestock shows, exceed in the arena and grow 
up to teach their own families to do the same.

Throughout his career, Will has also helped in various emergency situations, including 
agricultural damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence (2018). “A group of us from 
the NCDA&CS went down to the Burgaw area and carried feed and hay into places where 
humans and animals alike were stranded and struggling,” he said. “I hope that I never have 
to see that type of devastation in my life again but knowing that I was able to lend a hand to 
those individuals, not just then but also through the years it has taken for them to recover, 
makes me proud to do what I do every day.”

Although he truly enjoys networking and building relationships with producers across the 
state, Will has his sights focused on creating an impact on the agriculture industry that will 
be furthered in future years. “I want to leave a lasting impact on this industry both through 
new programs and pushing existing programs,” he said. “Working in this family-oriented 
industry, you become close to the people you encounter and work with. I want to know that 
when my time is up and I retire, I’ve left a strong enough legacy that leaves a mark and can 
be picked up, continued and improved upon by the next generation.”

When he is not working, Will can be found auctioning off livestock and farm equipment 
across the state, maintaining his family cattle farm or enjoying a moment of peace hunting 
and fishing in the beauty of our state mountains.

(Continued from pg. 8)
Livestock marketing

The  North Carolina Forest  Service 
is now accepting orders in its annual 
tree seedling sale. With an average 
annual production of 15 million 
seedlings, the Nursery and Tree 
Improvement Program produces 
enough native and genetically 
improved tree seedlings to plant 
around 30,000 acres of land each year. 

“Healthy trees and forests are as 
important as ever for North Carolina 
and a benefit to our environment,” 
said Agriculture  Commissioner 
Steve Troxler. “To have a Nursery 
and Tree Improvement Program 
producing quality understory plants 
and nearly 50 native tree species 
available to landowners across 
the state is North Carolina’s good 
fortune, and I encourage landowners 
to take advantage of it.”

Conifers and hardwoods are 
sold  in  units as low  as 10 and  as 

high  as 100. For those wishing to 
submit larger orders, the nursery 
sells tree seedlings by the hundreds 
and thousands. Momi fir, Eastern red 
cedar and Virginia pine are available 
this year. Genetically improved stock 
is available  in loblolly, longleaf, 
shortleaf and  white pines as well as 
other  species. These seedlings offer 
better volume growth, form, disease 
resistance, straightness, and other 
characteristics needed to  produce 
quality forest products. See the N.C. 
Forest Service  catalog for a complete 
 species listing.

How can you order tree seedlings 
from the NCFS Nursery and Tree 
Improvement Program?

Tree seedlings can be ordered 
from the  online seedling store at www.

buynctrees.com. 
Tree seedlings can also be ordered 

by phone at 1-888-NCTREES (1-888-

628-7337). 
Tree seedlings can be ordered using 

the order form found  in our current 
 catalog. Complete the form and mail 
to Seedling Coordinator, 762 Claridge 
Nursery  Road, Goldsboro, NC 27530. 

A user-friendly  catalog is available 
at the “Tree Seedlings  & Nursery 
Program” link located at www.

ncforestservice.gov. Catalogs will also 
be available at  local NCFS offices. 
Inside the  catalog, landowners can 
find information about the types of tree 
species, quantities and cost to order. 
Each description  includes information 
about ideal planting locations and 
whether a  species is typically used to 
benefit  wildlife, restore habitats or  as

marketable timber. 
Accepted methods of payment 

are check, money order, Mastercard 
and Visa.

Distribution of tree seedlings 
will occur December through 
mid-April, depending on weather 
conditions. Seedling orders can be 
shipped to one of 13 distribution 
centers statewide for a small fee 
or via UPS for a charge. Seedling 
orders are also available for pickup 
from the NCFS Claridge Nursery 
in Goldsboro or the Linville River 
Nursery near Crossnore.

 For information on planting 
 trees,  people are encouraged to 
contact an NCFS  county ranger. 
Contact information for  your  local 
NCFS  county  office and nursery 
locations is available at  www.
ncforestservice.gov/cotacts. 

Seedlings can be purchased in bulk and in smaller numbers. 
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30,000 acres

August AgroTips

creates a deep bond with the land, 
and as they got older the Caltons 
decided that what they wanted most 
was for the farm they had poured so 
much of their lives into to remain 
as it was – open working land, free 
of development.

“We’ve owned this land for 
longer than I really know,” Javan 
said. “My father, my grandfather, 
and all through the line. We’ve been 
able to add some extra acres to the 
farm, and we’ve all worked the farm 
in different ways. We want to keep 
the farm as a farm, and as a Calton 
farm. We’d like for it to stay in the 
Calton name.”

Anne said that freedom from 
the possibility of losing the land to 
development gave the couple some 
peace of mind.

“The conservation easement 
ensures that the land can never be 
developed, that it won’t eventually 
become a housing development 
instead of a beautiful farm.” she 
said. “The main thing is just to make 
sure that the farm stays a farm.”

The easement is being overseen 
by the Foothills Conservancy, based 
in Morganton. Tom Kenney, Land 
Protection Director, has worked 
with the Caltons for several years 

to help them complete the easement 
application process.

“Foothills Conservancy is very 
grateful to the Caltons and their entire 
family for caring about their family farm 
and its legacy so much and desiring 
to place 385 acres under permanent 
agricultural conservation easement,” 
Kenney said. “It has been a great 
pleasure for me to work with them and 
get to know them over the past few 
years since Javan first contacted me 
about farmland preservation.  Foothills 
Conservancy thanks Javan, Ann and 
their family for taking this meaningful, 
lasting step to preserve their farm in 
partnership with Foothills.”

The Calton Farm easement is just the 
latest in a long line of accomplishments 
and milestones that have led to reaching 
30,000 acres preserved. Another 
was the promotion of Evan Davis 
to Farmland Preservation Director, 
following the retirement of Dewitt 
Hardee at the end of 2021. Formerly 
the division’s assistant director, Davis 
has been with Farmland Preservation 
since the start and had a significant 
role in the accomplishments it has 
seen in recent years.

One of those accomplishments was 
the first-ever cooperative agreemnet 
between Farmland Preservation, the 

U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps 
on a common-template easement. 
While the first easement of that kind 
was completed the year before and 
involved USDA and the U.S. Air 
Force, this easement expanded on that 
program and included the Alligator 
River easement, the largest single 
easement ever recorded by Farmland 
Preservation.

Cooperation on these kinds of 
large-scale projects is a big part of 
what has driven Farmland Preservation 
toward the 30,000-acre mark, and it 
is something Davis hopes to foster 
more of. Working with the military 
to preserve land is a natural fit with 
Farmland Preservation – something 
the division refers to as “compatible 
use.” That’s because while the division’s 
mission is to preserve farms and open 
spaces, military installations also see 
great benefits from having airspace 
free of development and land open 
to train and move around on.

Searching for opportunities to 
collaborate is a strong strategy for 
moving the division forward, but 
occasionally a bit of introspection is 
just as valuable. Farmland Preservation 
is also working hard to update and 
evolve its own processes, Davis said. 
From new software allowing better 

record keeping and an increased focus 
on marketing and public outreach, to 
new types of programs like an option 
for landowners to donate easements, 
there are several exciting avenues that 
Farmland Preservation is exploring in 
order to keep pace with consumer needs 
and continue the work of conserving 
North Carolina’s open spaces.

Farmland Preservation is even 
in the process of adding a new 
job – Monitoring and Stewardship 
Coordinator. This new position will 
be responsible for overseeing actions 
taken after easements have been put 
in place, making sure that the terms of 
the agreements are being followed and 
the state’s investment is being upheld.

As North Carolina continues to 
attract new residents from around the 
country and the world, the mission 
of Farmland Preservation will only 
become more important. Hitting 
30,000 acres only goes to show that 
there is much work still to be done, 
Davis said.

“I think folks in North Carolina 
are seeing the change in population 
growth. I think day-to-day, they 
are seeing increases in traffic, new 
housing developments and things like 
that. Those are things that everyone 
can see,” he said. “It is important for 

us to continue this work because 
we help maintain the livelihoods 
of farmers and foresters, and we 
are able to maintain these types of 
green spaces.”

The work of Farmland Preservation 
goes beyond just the interests of 
those personally working the land, 
however. The benefits of keeping open 
land open can extend to everyone.

“We’re also able to link this 
piece, Farmland Preservation, into 
other conservation programs,” Davis 
said. “I think everyone has come to 
understand the impacts of flooding 
in North Carolina. Our contention 
is that maintaining these permeable 
surfaces, especially ones that have 
been well-maintained by farmers and 
their conservation efforts, these are 
things that can help mitigate some 
of these negative flooding impacts.”

It has taken the combined efforts 
of hundreds of experts, farmers 
and other stakeholders across the 
state for Farmland Preservation to 
reach where it is today. The division 
continues to hold itself to a high 
standard, and there is much more 
yet to come. To learn more about 
Farmland Preservation, visit https://
www.ncadfp.org/.

Clip and mail or fax your
Agricultural Review ad!

Name: _____________________________
Address: ____________________________
 ___________________________________
Phone: (      ) ________________________
Ad copy: ___________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
 ___________________________________
Price or price range: __________________
 ___________________________________

Mail to:
Agricultural Review
1001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001

Fax to:

(919) 733-5047

Web site: www.AgReview.org
*Ads must be typed or neatly printed

Turnaround time is optimal for soil samples submitted in August.
The Agronomic Division’s soil testing lab is processing samples quickly now but will be increasingly 

busy toward the end of the year. Homeowners, landscapers, golf course superintendents and others 
with fl exible schedules are urged to submit samples before the lab’s fall busy season. If cool-season 
lawn grasses and pastures need to be reseeded, sampling now will make it possible to apply lime well in 
advance of September or October planting.

Get rapid identifi cation of plant-parasitic nematode species with new test.
The Agronomic Division’s Nematode Assay Section off ers a new test that identifi es plant-parasitic 

nematodes based on analysis of molecular DNA. The test costs $10 per sample (instead of $3), but results 
are available within a couple of days (instead of weeks), and reports can identify nematodes accurately 
to species. This is particularly useful information for growers who depend on resistant cultivars and/or 
crop rotation to suppress nematode populations. For more information on this test and how to sample, 
contact Dr. Weimin Ye at 919-733-2655 or via e-mail at weimin.ye@ncagr.gov.

Tissue test now to plan for blackberry fertilization next season.
Collect a plant tissue sample about 10–14 days after harvest. Each sample should include 25–30 

most recent mature leaves from the primocane. Sampling the fl oricane is not recommended unless it is 
specifi cally to diagnose a problem. If you have diff erent varieties, submit separate samples for each one. 
August is also an appropriate time to submit a corresponding soil sample.

Focus on strawberry fertility.
Take soil samples and apply any recommended lime as soon as possible. Generally, strawberries need 

100–120 pounds of nitrogen per acre per season. Prior to building the beds and laying plastic, apply 
30–60 pounds of nitrogen along with any phosphorus or potassium recommended on the soil report. 
Even when soils are high in phosphorus, an additional application of 30 pound can be benefi cial for root 
growth in the fall. Other nutrients that may have a benefi cial eff ect at this time are sulfur and boron at 
1 pound  per acre. 

Blue ribbons are waiting at this year’s N.C. Mountain 
State Fair. If you think your artwork, crafts, baked foods, 
landscaping, honey, livestock and more are ribbon-worthy 
then don’t miss this year’s deadlines to enter. The Mountain 
State Fair is even adding a new competition this year for 
youth cavys or guinea pigs.

“Competitions are the heart of a fair and the opportunity 
for the community to showcase what makes them the best,” 
said Sean McKeon, N.C. Mountain State Fair manager. 
“Exhibitors are encouraged to make their entries early as 
popular categories can fill up. All general exhibit competitions 
are free to enter and are  open to any North Carolina resident.”  

Exhibitors must have registered online prior to the entry 
deadline. New this year, exhibitors will register and submit 
entries online using ShoWorks, an online application system 
that is widely used at fairs across the country. 

“Exhibitors can enter exhibits at the website or by 
downloading the ShoWorks app. This will help streamline the 

process, report results quicker and be a way that exhibitors 
can manage multiple exhibits at a fair or even several fairs,” 
said Tamara Crain, entry department coordinator. “Since 
this is new, we have also provided step-by-step instructions 
for entering each competition on our website.” 

Only online entries are allowed. As for all other exhibits, 
applicants can submit entries for the following deadlines 
by 11:55 p.m. on their due date.

General Exhibits  Aug. 26
Cooking Competitions  Aug. 12
Livestock Contests   Aug. 26
Gospel Singing Contest Aug. 12
Clogging Championship Aug. 5 – First cut off
Pageant    Aug. 28
Ice Cream Eating Contest Sept. 13 by 6:00 pm
The new youth cavy show will be held in conjunction 

with the youth rabbit show. Categories include youth 
cavy, pet class and costume. More information about 

this year’s new competitions can be found at https://
www.wncagcenter.org/p/mountainstatefair/competitions. 

The 2022 Mountain State Fair runs Sep. 9-18 at the 
Western N.C. Ag Center in Fletcher.

Competitions open for Mountain State Fair; deadlines are in August 

Register now to enter your handmade crafts in the Fair.
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To keep up with the latest on the N.C. Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services,  check out our 
blog at www.ncagr.gov/blog, or follow us on Face-
book and Twitter. 

Horse Events

Bucolic briefs
The election of pork producer delegate candidates for the 2023 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) Delegate 

Body will take place at 1 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 4, in conjunction with a Board of Directors meeting of the N.C. Pork 
Council at the Steve Troxler Agricultural Sciences Center, 4400 Reedy Creek Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. All North 
Carolina pork producers are invited to attend.

Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a resident of North Carolina and has paid all assessments due since 
August 2021 may be considered as a delegate candidate and/or participate in the election. All eligible producers 
are encouraged to have available a sales receipt proving that hogs were sold in their name and the checkoff  was 
deducted. For more information, contact Amy Cave at 919-781-0361 or any@ncpork.org or the N.C. Pork Council, 
4000 Westchase Blvd, Suite 330, Raleigh, NC 27607.

***
Landowners with farms for sale or lease and farmers seeking land can also post their information at the NC 

FarmLink website hosted by the N.C. Cooperative Extension at www.ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu. 
***

The Equestrian Exchange Tack Consignment Fall Sale, one of the largest in the state, is scheduled for Sept 1-5 
at the Holshouser Building at the State Fairgrounds Raleigh. Buy and consign anything related to the equestrian 
sport: saddles, tack, driving equipment, show clothing for all disciplines of riding, barn supplies, carts, other animal 
items and more. Horse trailers to sell for representation fee only. Bar code tagging on the exchnage’s web site allows 
consignor to view sales from home. Tagging guidelines mandatory. Consignors drop off  priced, tagged items Aug. 30 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Aug. 31 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Special premier shopping night is open to public for $10 
cash only admission, age 12 and under get in for free, Sept. 1 from 5 to10 p.m. Open shopping with free admission is 
Sept. 2 and Sept. 3 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sept. 4 from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sept. 5 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Some 
items discounted half off  on fi nal shopping day.  

Consignors pick up unsold items Sept. 7 from 1:30 to 9 :30 p.m. or they will be donated. Please make 
arrangements if you want unsold items returned. Refer to our donation page to see how we help our equestrian 
programs in our community. Consignors earn 70%, donate unsold items to N.C. nonprofi t equestrian organizations 
if desired. Volunteers all ages needed, shop before consignors, consignors shop before public. Sign up on web site. 
Payment accepted: cash, NC checks with two IDs approved, credit cards with 3 % fee/per card transaction. N.C. 
Government regulations for COVID followed for everyone’s safety. Drop and Go and Pick Up and Go consigning 
available, see website. Waivers to be signed at drop off . For more, go to www.EquestrianExchange.com   or contact 
Lynn Beeson at 336-362-6248 or Tanya Wright at 540-977-1950.

***
The N.C. Simmental Association will hold its annual Fall Harvest Sale including bull, cows, bred & open heifers 

and embryo lots at noon, Sept. 3, at the Shuffl  er Sale Facility in Union Grove. Call 336-468-1679 or email ncsa@
yadtel.net for a sale catalog, or view an online catalog at parkelivestock.com.  

The Jewel of the Blue Ridge Vineyard & Greenhouse in Marshall will off er Mountain Grape School with the 
following in-person classes/workshops: Harvesting Workshop – Sept. 10; Muscadine Home Winemaking – Oct. 1; 
and Entertaining With Wine – Oct. 15.

Class times are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays All classes are $40 per person and includes a catered lunch. 
Register online at www.JeweloftheBlueRidge.com. Registration cutoff  is 48 hours prior to the class/workshop. Call 
Chuck Blethen, Jewel of the Blue Ridge Vineyard & Greenhouse Walapini, at 828-606-3130.

***
The Leonard-Mobley Small Farms Fund grant for small North Carolina farmers, including women in 

agriculture, in Franklin, Nash, Chatham, Person, Granville, Halifax, Durham, Wake, Wilson, Vance and Warren 
counties will be awarded Sept. 11 at the 7th Annual “Dinner in the Meadow” farm-to-fork feast held at Meadow Lane 
Farm near Louisburg. The dinner showcases local foods prepared by 12 North Carolina chefs. More information 
on the grant and the dinner can be found online at www.DinnerintheMeadow.org .  Proceeds from the dinner and 
silent auction will benefi t the fund, which was set up in memory of two farm family members. Tickets for the dinner 
can be purchased at the website.

***
As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department of Labor off ers safety 

videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing green tobacco sickness, 
hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat stress, migrant housing requirements, forklift safety, and 
information about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos are in English and Spanish to increase 
understanding of safety hazards and preventing accidents. To learn more about the NCDOL and the Agricultural 
Safety and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR (800-625-2267). NCDOL is also on 
Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their information on 

the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. Anyone interested in listing their information 
can do so by fi lling out an online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page or by contacting NCDA&CS at 919-
233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry 
Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items capable of spreading harmful insects, diseases, and 
other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will be required to comply with all honey and bee industry 
regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not available at 

reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, rural business loans, disaster 
loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development bonds for agribusiness processing, ag-related 
manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more about Ag Finance Authority programs or to request a loan application, 
call 919-790-3949 or email at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699

Aug. 1 .............. Horse and Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-
390-0878.

Aug. 6 & 7 ....... Carolina Paint Horse Club Show. Contact Lori Smith, 
336-309-9470.

Aug. 12 & 13 ... Barrel Racing. Contact Justin Hill, 910-705-6900
Aug. 19-21 ....... Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey, 

540-570-8785.
Sept. 3 .............. Barrel Racing Shaun McMillian Memorial. Contact 

Donald McMillian, 910-374-1483.
Sept. 5 .............. Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-

390-0878.
Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-792-5111

Aug. 13 & 14 ... August’s Just Horsin’ Round Open Horse Show; www.
justhorsinround.com

Aug. 19-21 ....... NCQHA District 5 Endless Summer Horse Show. 
Contact Susan Daniels, 919-894-0600.

Aug. 26-29 ....... Fallin’ Into Autumn Horse Show. Contact Travis Alford, 
252-450-5438.

Sept. 3 & 4 ....... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-
378-4474.

Sept. 9-11 ........ NCHJA – Tarheel Fall Classic. Contact Lynn Bodine, 
704-905-6540.

Sept. 24 & 25 ... United Horsemen of the Carolina’s Open Horse Show. 
Contact Nancy Barbee, 919-619-1786.

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
Oct. 6-8 ............ N.C. Walking Horse Show. Contact Myra Helton, 

704-718-4152.

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh,
Aug. 6 &7 ........ Finally Farm Horse Show Series. Contact Lesley Jenks, 

919-280-8087.
Aug. 6 & 7 ....... Trianglewide Horsemans Association TWHA Show. 

Contact Kim Moser, 919-201-3606.
Aug. 12 -14 ...... Triangle Farms Happy to Show. Contact Joan Petty, 

919-669-9877.
Aug. 26-28 ....... NCHJA C Indoors. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Sept. 3 & 4 ....... Labor of Love Dressage Show. Contact Wendy Warner.
Sept. 10 & 11 ... UPHA Chapter 12 Preview Weekend. Contact Peyton 

Hamilton, 803-431-1991.
Sept. 14-17 ...... UPHA Chapter 12 N.C. State Championship Show. 

Contact Peyton Hamilton, 803-431-1991.
Sept. 24 & 25  ... Triangle Wide Horseman’s Association Open Show. 

Contact Kim Moser, 919-201-3606.
Sept. 24 & 25 ... Finally Farm Horse Show Series. Contact Lesley Jenks, 

919-280-8087.
Oct. 1-3 ............ Triangle Farms Fall Fling Indoors. Contact Joan Petty, 

919-669-9877.

admission with five cans of Laura Lynn brand foods
Sept. 16: Senior Citizens Day- Free gate admission for seniors 65 & 

older; unlimited rides from 10 a.m. till midnight for $25 plus gate admission; 
Student Day- Free admission for students grades K-12 until 6 p.m.

Sept. 17: N.C. Education Lottery Day- Free promotional “Scratch and 
Win” Ticket with each adult admission ticket purchase

The Mountain State Fair is one of the premier fall events in Western 
N.C. showcasing and celebrating Western North Carolina arts, crafts, 
music, dance, agriculture and traditions.  

 The N.C. Mountain State Fair 
runs Sept. 9-18 and as thousands 
of people visit the WNC fair-
grounds, keeping fairgoers safe 
remains the top priority. This 
year the N.C. Mountain State 
Fair will implement a clear bag 
policy for fairgoers attending the 
event to help in that goal.  

 “As part of our opera-
tions plan we stay in frequent 
communications with local 
law enforcement,” said Sean 
McKeon, fair general manager. 
“One of the recommendations 
made this year was to imple-
ment this policy. This measure 
will increase safety both inside 
and outside the fair. This new 
policy also follows what other 
large events have implemented 
with success.” 

 Any size or type of clear bag 
is acceptable. Wristlets, diaper 
bags and medical equipment bags 
will be accepted into the N.C. 
Mountain State Fair even if they 
are not clear, but they will require 
additional inspection. 

 “We want fairgoers to have fun 
and be safe during their visit to 
the fair,” McKeon said. “We feel 
this new policy can add a sense of 
security to attendees and make it 
more effi  cient for law enforcement 
at our gates to get our fairgoers 
into the fun even quicker.” 

 The Mountain State Fair will 
post a list of frequently asked 
questions on its website for fair-
goers at www.wncagcenter.org/p/
mountainstatefair. Some FAQs are 
included below. 

Clear Bag Policy FAQs

Why is the N.C. Mountain 
State Fair adopting a Clear Bag 
Policy? 

Fairgoer safety has always been 
our No. 1 priority. Each year, in an 
eff ort to improve public safety, all 
policies and procedures are evalu-
ated. This measure will enhance 
safety both inside and outside of 
the N.C. Mountain State Fair by 
allowing law enforcement to more 
easily and more thoroughly view 
bag contents. 

Are other event facilities 
adopting similar policies?  

Yes. Several ACC and NCAA 
institutions, large event facilities 
and all NFL stadiums have adopted 
similar policies to increase public 
safety. 

How does the new bag policy 
improve public safety? 

Mountain State Fair to institute clear bag policy for 2022 fair
A clear bag is easily and quickly 

searched, greatly reduces faulty 
bag searches and allows for a more 
effi  cient and eff ective process in 
checking bags that are brought 
into the N.C. Mountain State Fair. 

Can I carry cameras, smart 
phones, or tablets separately 
from what I put in a clear bag? 

Yes. Phones, cameras and tab-
lets can be carried into the N.C. 
Mountain State Fair as long as it 
is not in its own bag. The clear 
bag policy is not a restriction on 
items that have been allowed into 
the N.C. Mountain State Fair in 
the past. It is only a restriction on 
the type of container used to carry 
those items. 

What happens if I show up at 
the gate with a bag that is not 
permitted? 

In 2022, clear bags will be 
available at the gates for fairgoers 
to empty their belongings into 
before they enter the security 
checkpoint. Fairgoers also have 
the option to return their bags 
to their vehicle before entering. 

Are there any exceptions 
for medically necessary items 
or diaper bags? 

Medically necessary items 
and diaper bags will be allowed 
after proper inspection. 

Do I have to put everything 
I’m carrying into the permis-
sible bags? 

No. Fairgoers are limited only 
to the type of bags carried in,  not 
items they may normally bring 
that fi t in pockets or clutch bags 
(e.g., keys, makeup, feminine 
products, comb, phone, wallet, 
credit cards). 
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Equipment
Wanted

FARM EQUIPMENT

Equipment
For Sale

NOTICE

N.C. law requires a permit 
to sell honey bees in the state. 
A permit is not required for: 
The sale of less than 10 bee 
hives in a calendar year, a 
one-time going-out-of-business 
sale of less than 50 hives, or 
the renting of bees for pol-
lination purposes or their 
movement to gather honey.

Contact Don Hopkins, 
state apiarist, NCDA&CS, 
1060 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1001 for 
information.

Bees, Supplies 
& Services

For Sale

Classifi ed Ads
Ads are run free for N.C. residents & can be submitted by mail to 

1001 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1001; online at www.
AgReview.org; or by fax to 919-733-5047. Ads must include name, 
address including zip code, phone number including area code, and
price or price range for every item being sold. 

 Deadline for each issue is noon on the fi rst working day of the 
month prior to publication. Limit is 30 words, editor reserves right 
to edit or reject ads. Limit 2 ads/person in diff erent categories.

Land for sale must consist 
of at least 3 acres and be 
used for agricultural pur-
poses, i.e. cultivation, raising 
livestock and/or other farm 
commodities.

Advertisers must indicate 
use of land.

Farmland
For Sale

Farmall C steering worm 
gear & housing. Don Duncan, 
Wingate 704-221-3840. 

Pollen traps, $35; 80 
new Jester nucs, $8.50; 
used telescoping tops & 
inner covers, GC, $15; used 
hive bodies, $20. Brett 
Callaway, Hendersonville 
828-696-6629.

5-frame nucs, $180; 3 
lb. bee pkgs, $130; queens, 
$35; complete hives, $380; 
avail thru Sept. Dick 
Lippard, Statesville 704-
682-4018.

5-frame nucs in waxed 
cardboard nuc box, avail 
thru Sept, $175; mated 
queens, $35. Sam Bolick, 
Concord 704-795-3900.

industries and can feed and cause damage on over 70 species of plants 
including apples, roses and other landscape plants, said Dr. Bill Foote, 
director of the NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division. 

When spotted lanternfly populations jumped from the northern end 
of Virginia to an area just over the North Carolina state line, NCDA&CS 
increased its outreach and surveying, particularly to the state’s most vulnerable 
wine producing regions.  This pest has been rapidly spreading since it was 
first identified in Pennsylvania in 2014.  

Concentrated spotted lanternfly surveys are continuing in the initial Forsyth 
County discovery area to determine if the pest is in additional locations. 
Treatments are planned this week before mated females begin laying eggs. 
   Early detection and rapid response are critical in the control of spotted 
lanternfly and the Plant Industry Division has been preparing to provide 
the most effective response to slow the spread of this invasive pest in our 
state, Foote said. 

If you see a suspect spotted lanternfly in North Carolina submit a picture 
through the online reporting tool at ncagr.gov/slf.  

Vert & horz mowing, 
ponds, dams, shooting lanes, 
property, fence lines; food 
plot setting & plowing, $75/
hr. + deliv of equip. Roger 
McKenzie, Jackson Springs 
910-528-2293.

Property land mgmt, 
bush hogging, ground prep, 
erosion control, seeding, 
stump grinding & more, $100 
& up. Zachary Traynham, 
Greensboro 336-689-6187.

Electric fence box repair, 
afw, tsc, ssc, zareba, parmak, 
$20/hr. Bobby Nichols, N. 
Wilkesboro 336-927-2850.

Farm Labor
For Sale

AC, Simplicity or Agco 
Allis lawn tractor; will pay 
reasonable price for good 
mower. Michael Harrill, 
Maiden 828-428-2312, mhar-
rill@charter.net, no texts.  

8-wheel V-rake. Pam 
Poarch, Lenoir 828-850-1377 
or 754-2087.

Little Genius 2-bottom 
trailer plow; or any other 
brand, any cond. D.C. Arron, 
Snow Camp 336-567-9663.

Duetz-Allis baler, 2.5 
fi xed chamber, makes 4x5 
rnd bales; salvage baler of 
same model, $4,200/both. 
Norris McConnell, Mount 
Ulla 704-431-9321, before 
8 p.m.

Hesston 530 rnd baler, 4x4 
rls, nice belts, new tires, GC, 
appx 1984 model, ready for 
work, $4,000. Mike Swink, 
Drexel 828-502-9099.

(2) AC G tractors, restored, 
comes w/custom-built trailer 
to haul if both purchased, 
$10,000 ea. Jimmy Costner, 
Greensboro 336-337-1685.

4-row shielded sprayer, 
$1,500; (2) Farmall C trac-
tors, not running, $800/both. 
Jim Wehunt, Lawndale 704-
692-0891.

Back rim for Ford or 
Ferguson tractor, 11x28, $50; 
crank shafts for MF 135 or 
35, $125; crank shafts for 
Ford 8N, $115; other items. 
Bill Way, Gibsonville 336-
312-8329.

Gill SR65 box blade, hd, 
purchased new, never used, 
always stored inside, $1,800. 
Bruce Gragg, Newton 828-
465-3715.

Scott DA-20 pond aerator/
fountain, 1/2 hp, 115v w/125 
ft. power cord, 6.5 ft. spray, 22 
ft. foam, new, $1,200. Harlan 
Hall, Burlington 336-675-5994.

New 3 pt carry all & 3 pt 
hitches, custom made, $250. 
Davis Coff ey, High Point 336-
688-9261.

3 ft. plugger, used once, 
almost new, $500. Bob Whita-
ker, Mocksville 336-469-4823, 
no texts.

Fred Cain fi eld cult, 7-shank 
3 pt, ripper, tillage tool, shel-
tered, $450. Henry Chandler, 
Burlington 336-226-8913.

1965 Farmall 504 TA, gas, 
mechanically sound, dent on 
front, tricycle front & front 
mounted wgts, swing & stationary 
drawbars, $5,000. Bill Hanes, 
Pine Hall 336-413- 5029.

NH sq baler, needs 
minor repairs, $3,000. 
Jimmy Fuller, Yadkinville 
336-408-7575.

LMC 300-gal sprayer, 3ph, 
60/45 hyd booms, foam marker, 
raven control app systems, $6,000; 
NH 327 manure spreader, GC, 
$1,500. Kevin King, Denton 
336-460-0060.   

‘09 NH BR7060, net & 
twine, $15,500; IH 510 8 ft. 
drill, $2,000; Glencoe disc 
chisel, 5-shank, $4,200. G. 
Rayle, Pleasant Garden 
336-382-3732.

‘59 JD 30 combine, pto, 
bin, in shed, repairable or 
donor, $650 obo. W. Johnson, 
Statesville 704-880-0442.

Craftsman rear-tine 
tiller, EC, LN, $500. Rob-
ert Johnson, Kernersville 
336-788-8402.

Intl silage wagon, w/
JD running gear, $2,300; 
JD 4-bottom plow, $800. 
Mitchell Hill, Huntersville 
704-507-8461 or Pam Hill, 
704-620-1694. 

Corn elevators/baggers, 
$1,200 & up; gravity boxes, 
$2,000-$3,000; recond NI 
324 picker, $5,500. Bobby 
Brannan, Sanford 919-
770-1353.

2002 Vicon RV 1601 
rnd baler, 4x5 bale, twine 
only, wide p/u, sheltered, 
box incld, $6,000; NH 570 
sq baler, GC, sheltered, 
$5,000. Betty Brown, Sea-
grove 910-428-9018.

MF 4707, 400 hrs., $31,000; 
NH 345D w/loader, 1,750 
hrs., $20,000; JD 2840, 
$10,000. R.M. McGraw, 
Concord 980-255-8584.

JD 170 front end loader, 
complete w/all hardware 
needed to install on trac-
tor, $2,500. Craig Brown, 
Asheboro 336-963-4395.

2 Hahn highboys, not 
running, 1 w/stainless steel 
tank, 1 w/fi berglass tank, 
$600. Freddie Harrison, 
LaGrange 252-468-8217.

NH TC33 tractor, 33 
hp, 4x4, EC, hys trans, 
$9,900. DeVane Williard, 
Randleman 336-362-6242.

New Dirt Dog 101 disc 
harrow, used twice, $950. 
Cheryl Atkins, Pikeville 
919-273-8653.

Horse drawn wheat drill, 
needs hopper & handles; cot-
ton planter, needs handles; 
1-horse turning plow, GC, 
$150/all. Frank Buff, Shelby 
704-482-1363.

JD 459 hay baler, 5x5, 
$22,500. H.O. Davis, Elon 
336-260-7606.

Ford 8N tractor, RG, 
$2,000; cult & hyd for 
Farmall, $250; 2 front wheels 
& tires for Farmall Super 
A, 5-00-15, $150. J. Yountz, 
Clemmons 336-391-5958.

NH 848 rnd balers, 1 
working, 1 for parts, $1,000 
obo; Hesston 745 baler, 
GC, $8,000; 1470 baler, 
$3,500 obo. Sonny Clark, 
Lincolnton 704-530-1632.

JD 28 disc harrow, new 
tires, $550; Ford 3-16 turn-
ing plow, $450. D.H. Stancil, 
Greensboro 336-402-8161.

Farmall F-30, F-20, 
F-14 & F-12, all restored 
& in running order, $3,000 
ea nego. M.D. McKnight, 
China Grove 704-857-9595.

Oliver Super 44, re-
stored, $8,500; Farmall 
Super C, restored, wide 
front, $4,000. Miles Little, 
Midland 704-791-1438.

Bucket forks for Cat 
loader, $250; (4) tractor 
tires, 16.9x30, 20% tread, 
$150; pull-type wood chipper, 
pto, $4,800. David Elliott, 
Kernersville 336-416-4517.

Lely fert spreader, 
$1,200; grain box & trailer, 
$300; 3 pt scoop pan, $300; 
3 pt hay spike, $175. J. 
Lloyd Mabe, Danbury 336-
703-8232.

Irrig pipe, 46 pieces of 
3 in., 20 ft. long, 12 sprin-
klers, 1 tail piece, tee cap, 
elbow; 1 14 hp B&S eng, 
$2,100. Hale Richardson, 
Carthage 910-916-6638.

TEW Manufacturing
tomato & vegetable washer, 
w/water absorber, turn 
table, $2,500 obo. Gary Bell, 
Salisbury 704-633-1197 or 
213-9693.

Intl 656 tractor w/hay 
spear, $4,500; MF 175 tractor 
w/front bucket, $5,000; JD 
10 ft. sickle mower, $600. 
Don Duncan, Wingate 704-
221-3840.

NI 4643 hay baler, 4x4 
rnd, manual tie, less than 
1,000 bales, fi eld ready, 
$5,500; GL 20 tedder, 10 
ft., fi eld ready, $1,200. Dean 
Misenhiemer, Lexington 
336-474-1161.

Ford/Dearborn angle 
scrape blade, $495; Ford/
Dearborn doub plow, 24 
in., $795; tractor imple-
ment wgts, 1 in. holes, 
75 lbs., $175/both; other 
items. G. Stowe, Graham 
336-675-0466.

Blue Giant scissor
lift, 2 lrg hyd pistons, 4x8 
ft. steel fl oor, hd ramps, 
works on 110v, $800 obo. 
Steve Parsons, Wilkesboro 
336-973-4834.

NH 1069 bale wagon, 
5,280 hrs., 8-spd, $20,000; 
Argo Avenger 210, 8-wheel, 
260 hrs., $8,500; 2006 NH 
575 sq baler, $10,000. R.G. 
Hammonds, Lumberton 
910-734-2991.

1941 Intl LB, 1 ½-2 ½ 
hp, mechanically restored, 
H1 magneto, orig parts, 
$650; Stover-Oliver ham-
mer mill, fl ail-action, $500. 
Gary Goodman, Rockwell 
704-985-5849.

3 pt grooming mowers, 
5 ft. Land Pride, $350; 6 ft. 
Corona, $550; bale eleva-
tor, 24 ft., $400. WD Wood, 
Denton 919-302-0549.

FARM EQUIPMENT

where we will get frustrated or 
stressed but at the end of the day 
we all have a love and fondness 
for this organization and N.C. 
agriculture in general that drives us 
to push through those difficulties, 
overcome the challenges and strive 
to be better with each passing day.” 

Through the competitions, SAE 
projects, internships, volunteer 
opportunities and more, the FFA truly 
is growing the future of our industry 
and fashioning professionals that 
will one day lead N.C. agriculture 
as well as other industries across 
the world.

“We believe that American 

agriculture can and will hold true, just 
as it states in the Creed, because that’s 
what we are doing every day within 
the N.C. FFA,” said Carmen Bracey. 
“With every project, every lesson in 
the classroom, every competition, 
every convention and celebration 
of achievements, the ultimate goal 
is to hold to the best traditions and 
fundamental values found in North 
Carolina agriculture. It is our job 
to teach the next generation those 
principles and allow them to not 
only learn for themselves, but grow 
and expand on those principles to 
ensure that agriculture has a vital and 
flourishing future for years to come.”

(Continued from pg. 8)
FFA builds leaders
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POULTRY & SUPPLIESFARMLAND

Trucks & 
Trailers 
For Sale

Supplies
For Sale

FARM SUPPLIESLIVESTOCK

Seeds & Plants

PLEASE NOTE: Individuals or 
businesses off ering nursery stock for 
sale in North Carolina are required 
to obtain either a nursery or nursery 
dealer license. For more informa-
tion, contact the NCDA&CS Plant 

Supplies
Wanted

Seeds & Plants
Wanted

Livestock
For Sale

HAY & GRAIN

Horses &
Supplies
Wanted

Hay & Grain
Wanted

Hay & Grain
For Sale

Poultry &
 Supplies 
Wanted

Poultry &
 Supplies 
For Sale

Horses & 
Supplies
For Sale

PLEASE NOTE: All 
equine 6 mos. or older 
must have a current 
negative Coggins test. 
Advertisers must supply 
the accession number 
of test, the name of lab 
doing the test, the date 
of test and results for 
each equine advertised. 

Truck bed, 8 ft. x 16 ft., 
7 ft. high headgate, light 4 
in. channel support rails, 
light 2 in. x 3 in. pockets, 4 
in. channel rub rails, $1,100. 
Lloyd Bryson, Mills River 
828- 674-5100.

Utility trailer, 6x10, hd, 
treated wood deck, side panels, 
VGC, $1,800. Bruce Gragg, 
Newton 828-465-3715.

2013 Holmes landscape 
trailer, 12x6 ft., mesh siding, 
tandem axle, gate lift-assist, 
VGC, used little, $2,850. 
Henry Holland, Raleigh 
919-521-1248.    

1975 Ford F600 fl atbed 
dump truck, $3,500. Mitchell 
Hill, Huntersville 704-507-8461 
or Pam Hill, 704-620-1694.

1994 Ford 150 truck, 5.0 
eng, factory rims, dual gas 
tanks, $6,000 obo. Douglas 
Honeycutt, Clinton 910-
990-2139.

1997 Hudson equip trailer, 
$3,500. Tommy Hulin, Thom-
asville 336-479-2407.

Calico stock trailer, 16 
ft., gooseneck, $9,650. Y.D. 
Saul, Elon 336-213-6292.

1993 Ford ¾-ton p/u, 
2wd, 7.3 liter non turbo 
diesel, 237,000 mi, auto, 
club cab, long bed, $1,300. 
David Elliott, Kernersville 
336-416-4517.

T-posts, 5-6 ft. J.D. Isley, 
Reidsville 336-349-7368.

Above-ground propane 
tank for household/garage use; 
130, 250, 330 or 500-gal; must 
be in usable cond, reasonable 
price. Roger Kirkman, Pleasant 
Garden 336-676-9440.

Old log barns for restoration 
of Wilkes c o farm, GC; farm is 
used as an educational campus 
for middle school students. 
Mike Hubbard, Wilkesboro 
919-363-1610.

Unused soaker hose, 500 ft., 
5/8, $80. Duane Kirschenman, 
Winston-Salem 336- 765-0968.

Gourds, for crafts & bird 
houses, $1.25 ea & up. Denny 
Rollins, Mocksville 336-492-
7223.

1915 kerosene cook stove, 
$300. Mary Bumgarner, Thom-
asville 336-472-6441.

I-beams, (6) 24 ft., (1) 19 
ft., (2) 16 ft., (1) 14 ft.; all 
12 in. tall, 5 in. wide, $100 
ea or $900/all. Skip Tucker, 
Kernersville 336-402-9855.

Food grade totes, $100 
ea; soap totes, $75 ea; feed 
barrels, $20 ea; solid top 
plastic, $10; 15-gal plastic, 
solid top, $10. Jeff  Brittain, 
Hickory 828-327-4782.

Remington electric pole 
saw, new, $40; Troy Bilt 
electric blower/vacuum, new, 
$40. Don Clark, Wilmington 
910-799-8507.

Water pump, model #SE-
B2YL, 3.5 hp, fl ows to 170 
cpm, $350. J. Lloyd Mabe, 
Danbury 336-703-8232.

3-door refrigerated cooler 
for produce, $700. Miles Little, 
Midland 704-791-1438.

Farm cut fi rewood, 6 ft. 
or under p/u, no deliv, $40. P. 
Stowe, Graham 336-675-0466.

Sunfl ower seeds, huge 12-14 
lb. fl ower, 15-18 in. diameter, 
SASE & $3/25 seeds; $5/50 
seeds. N. Smoot, 6227 Welborn 
Rd, Trinity, NC 27370.

Cockscomb seeds, huge 
blossom head, crimson color, 
18 in. stalk, about 200 seeds, 
SASE & $3 cash. Barry Cox, 
6225 Welborn Rd, Trinity, NC 
27370.

Potted muscadine vines, 
several varieties, 3-4 ft. tall, 
healthy, trimming & planting 
instr incld, $15. Bob Whitaker, 
Mocksville 336-469-4822, no 
texts.

Blueberry rabbiteye plants, 
2+ y/o, potted, vigorous, Climax, 
Premier, Tifblue, Powderblue, 
$10 ea. Michael Roberson, 
Trinity 336-862-3488.

Blueberry plant variety, early, 
mid & late season, discounts for 
lrg orders, $3.50-$15. Michael 
Crippen, Garland 910-529-1469.

Young Pekin ducks, almost 
ready to start laying eggs. Robert 
Johnson, Kernersville 336-788-8402.

California, silver California, 
bluescale, Gambel; 8 breeds 
bobwhite; partridge, Philby, 
chukar, Hungarian, $3 & up. 
Jimmy Furr, Stanfi eld 704-
888-0213.

Birmingham roller pigeons, 
performance bred, great spin-
ners, $20 & up. D.R. Dennis, 
Randleman 336-318-9285, 
after 6 p.m.

Blk shoulder & India blue 
peacock chicks, $30 ea & up. 
Richard Simmons, Tabor City 
910-640-7114.

6,000 started pullets, vaccs, 
debeaked, $8 & up. E.D. Snider, 
Staley 336-708-2998.

Australian blk swans & 
mute swans, $600 & up; Cape 
Barren geese, $600 & up. Jim 
Simpson, Indian Trail 704-
361-6497.

Young White Chinese geese, 
$60/pr. Nancy Hobson, Pittsboro 
336-684-2240.

Khaki Campbell & Pekin 
ducks, $25 obo. Isaiah Graber, 
Hamptonville 336-468-2671.

Ameraucana bantams, blue 
egg layers, $5 & up; pigeons, 
white, brown/white, blue/
white, very friendly, $15/pr. 
Robert Burns, Holly Springs 
919-552-6420.

Guinea keets, $4 ea obo. 
Tim Stephens, Mooresville 
704-458-1436, call or text.

2 belted Galloway 
bulls, not reg, ready to 
breed heifers, $1,800 ea. 
Cheryl Preston, Clinton 
910-592-7458,www.twid-
dledeefarm.com 

Nigerian dwarf goats, 
(3) males, 3 m/o, $150; (1) 
1 1/2 y/o, $100; (1) male 
Nigerian dwarf/Boer, 3 m/o, 
handled daily, $200. Missy 
Fine, Denton 336-596-0234.

12 Blk Angus/Sim-
mental x heifers, dob 2020, 
100% grass-fed, raised on 
chemical-free pastures, 
ready for service fall ‘22, 
$1,000/head. Murray Cohen, 
Pittsboro 919-742-4433.

Reg alpacas, 6 m/o, white 
male, $500; brown female, 
$1,000; white female, $1,000. 
Pat Waters, Concord 704-786-
9257.

40 Angus x Limousin/
Simmental heifers, 800 lbs. 
& up, $1.50/lb. Daniel Ev-
ans, Faison 910-372-1744.  

Boer/Nubian billies & 
nannies, dob 12/21, $250 ea. 
Allen Bentley, Mooresville 
704-439-6066.

Kiko/Boar cross buck-
lings, dob 2/22 & 3/22, $200 
ea. Jillian Coble, Ramseur 
336-202-1252, text or call.

Reg Angus bulls, 18+ mos, 
calving ease & effi  ciency, good 
feet & disposition, recent breed-
ing soundness exam, $2,950; 
spring Angus calving prs avail. 
Steve McPherson, Snow Camp 
336-263-6042. 

Nigerian dwarf bucks & 
does, dob 4/22, (7) blue-eyed 
kids, some spotted, some mostly 
blk, $175 ea. Donald Edge, Hope 
Mills 910-425-5335.

Reg Blk Angus bull, 2 y/o, 
gentle, easy calving, Baldridge 
Waylon KCF Bennett blood-
lines, BSE tested, $2,500. 
Laureen Rumley, Burlington 
336-675-1712.

Royal White sheep, reg, 2017 
ram, $350; 2015 ewe, $200; 
(2) ewes, dob 2021, $450; ewe 
lamb, dob spring 2022, $300; 
$1,500/all. Stephen Hochstetler, 
Salisbury 980-234-0586.

Angora goats, kids & adult, 
bucks & does, mostly whites, 
some browns, $150-$250.  
Brandy Smith, Vale 828-493-
6121, call or text.

Blk SimAngus bred heifers 
& cows, $1,500-$2,000. William 
Pyle, Franklinton 919- 215-5677.

Mini belted bull, 43 in., 
dob 1/20/17, proven breeder, 
easy on cows, produces color 
in lowlines, no papers, $2,000 
obo. Teresa Boone, Fremont 
919-920-0876.

Alpine doelings & bucks, 
reg, show goats, $350 ea. W. 
Ruth, Pittsboro 919-542-5457.

Alpine wethers, 5 m/o, $175 
ea. N. Hobson, Pittsboro 336-
684-2240.

2022 Alpine dairy buck, 
disbudded, ADGA reg, $250; 
(2) 2021 PB doelings, disbud-
ded, $350 ea. Ted Lawson, 
Stokesdale 336-669-3219.

Reg Blk Angus bulls, Cowboy 
Up bloodlines, gentle, weaned 
to breeding age, photo upon 
request, $800 & up. Danny Den-
nis, Mt. Gilead 910-571-1114.

Dwarf Nigerian goats, spring 
babies, yearlings, adults, males, 
wethers & females, $150 & up. 
Karey Brindle, Mt. Pleasant 
704-960-7342.

 AQHA or APHA gelding, in 
teens, good natured, will have 
pasture, pasture mates; good 
on trails & for some ringwork; 
experienced owner. Deborah 
Pearson, Hillsborough 919-
933-1444.  

Western saddle, 16 in., $400. 
Woody Lanier, Jacksonville 
910-389-8943. 

Simco roping saddle, 18 in. 
seat, w/bridle, blanket & saddle 
stand, LN $1,000. Joel Fogle-
man, Whitsett 336-345-0186.

Barley straw to feed don-
keys. Michele Van Valkenburgh, 
Knightdale 919-669-7783, 
cmclark@mindspring.com.

Horse quality fescue/
orchard/fi eld grass, 4x4 
rnd, bales, no rain, fall 
2021 cutting, $50 ea; 
spring 2022 cutting, $60 
ea. Scott Smith, New Hill 
919-291-0095.

Horse quality coastal 
Bermuda hay, sq bales, $9 
out of fi eld; rnd bales, $75 
out of fi eld. Gary White, 
Sanford 919-775-9769.

Spring 2022 orchard, 
timothy, clover, fescue & 
seasonal grasses, horse 
quality, no rain, shel-
tered, rnd bales, $45 ea; 
sq bales, $6 ea. Elizabeth 
Macdonald, Blanch 336-
459-6776.

300 bales oat baleage, 
4x4, cut in the chute, 
wrapped, fermented over 
30 days, $45/bale. Clayton 
Kirby, Roper 336-260-1909.  

Hay, 4x5 rnd, in barn, 
$50/rl. Hayden Willett, 
Bear Creek 919-930-4191. 

Straw sq bales, stored 
in barn, no rain, $6 ea. 
Marty DeMers, Sophia 
336-509-0241.  

Spring ‘22 fescue, 
clean, sm sq bales, $6 ea. 
Wayne Young, Kittrell 
336-598-2076. 

Wheat straw, $3/bale. 
Tommy Underwood, Elon 
336-380-5984.

Spring ‘22 hay, 4x5 
rnd, net wrapped, 31 
bales avail, $50 ea. San-
ford Wooten, Yadkinville 
336-467-0517.

Peanut hay, 4x4.5 rnd, 
net wrapped, can deliv 
42 bales/load, $35 & up; 
prices subject to change. 
Larry Bullock, Greenville 
252-883-4748.

2022 fescue, rnd bales, 
$20 & up. Charles Marsh, 
Siler City 336-669-9705.

Horse quality hay, 
deliv avail, $50/rl. H.O. 
Davis, Elon 336-260-7606.

Vitex-Chaste tree. Sam 
Bolick, Concord 704-795-3900, 
srbolick@windstream.net

Wheat straw, clean 50 
lb. bales, sheltered, sq, $5/
bale; rnd, $50/bale. R.G. 
Hammonds, Lumberton 
910-734-2991.

Fescue, sq bales, in fi eld, 
cow quality, $5; horse qual-
ity, $6.50; will load your 
fl atbed trailer. WD Wood, 
Denton 919-302-0549.   Farmland

Wanted
Land to lease for bear dog 

training, $10/ac. Reed Allen, 
Council 910-641-1499.

Sm farm/property to rent, 
Mecklenburg, Gaston, Lincoln, 
Catawba, Cabarrus, Rowan 
& Iredell co, 2-3 bd home, 
space for goats; don’t need 
much land. Ashley Outlaw, 
Charlotte 203-206-9900.

Land to lease for deer & 
turkey hunting, Rockingham, 
Stokes, Forsyth, Guilford and/
or Caswell co. Aaron Stutts, 
High Point 336 259 5286.

10.8 ac Alexander co, ag 
& forestry presently, co water, 
paved frontage, $150,000.  
Hendal Price, Greensboro 
336-404-0594.
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FFA shapes lives, prepares students for the future 

Livestock marketing is what Will Thompson was born to do

The North Carolina FFA Association has been a staple 
in the agriculture community for many years. Most often 
known for raising the next generation of future agriculture 
industry leaders and recognized by the famous blue corduroy 
jacket, FFA members take pride each year in the skills they 
learn as a foundation for their future careers. 

State FFA Coordinator Carmen Bracey and three active 
FFA students, Elizabeth Espino, Sydney Loflin and Javian 
McMillan, helped explain exactly how FFA has shaped their 
lives and the lives of many others.

“FFA lives to help grow students into future citizens, whether 
that be agricultural professionals or successful entrepreneurs 
in other fields,” Elizabeth said. “Students learn hands-on in 
the classroom, through competitions at convention each year 
and many other activities that help them acquire skills that 
will remain when the blue corduroy jacket is removed and 
our future career begins.” 

Bracey helped start an FFA chapter in her hometown school 
in the 8th grade and has been in love with the organization 
ever since. 

“I’ve been involved with the FFA for over 10 years and 
quickly developed a passion for everything it represents,” 
she said. “Many of the skills learned in FFA apply to all 
aspects of life and students have multiple chances each year 
to practice those skills in real life scenarios. It really helps 
shape them into any career that they would like to pursue, 
which is why I love my job because not only did I grow up 
in FFA and learn all of those skills myself, but now I am 
in a position where I get to continue to watch FFA change 
lives and give back to the organization that shaped me into 
who I am today.”

Javian, Sydney and Elizabeth are continuing to develop 
their skills. 

“This organization has taught me how interconnected 
agriculture is with the rest of the world and how to work 
together with all the hard-working individuals involved in 
this industry,” said Javian. “In my future career, I want to 
become a veterinarian, so being a part of FFA and learning 
the leadership and communication skills necessary to excel 
in that field and, eventually, own my own practice, is exciting 
and rewarding.”

Sydney and Elizabeth echo Javian’s appreciation for the 
skills taught through FFA, including public speaking, career 
development, job interview skills, resume writing and more. 

“It’s like one big family because we all learn from one 
another,” Sydney said. “Many of the leaders here were 
involved in FFA growing up so they know what it is like to 
be in our shoes and they do everything that they can to help 
us succeed. Additionally, the students across the state work 
together to lend a hand and work as a team so that our skills 
are respected, appreciated and grown together. We all have 
one common goal and that is to feed the world.”

The first N.C. FFA Convention was held in 1929 and 
has continued to be a highly anticipated event since that 
date. It began as a celebration and recognition of student 
accomplishments and has grown to encompass many other 
activities, including a variety of competitions for students. 

“The FFA Convention is a time for all FFA leaders and 
members across the state to come together, teach on new 
things and learn from one another,” said Carmen. “We still 
celebrate our accomplishments throughout the year, but now 
we also celebrate a variety of other acquired skills such as 
public speaking, food science, etc. through competitions, 
proficiency awards and the State Star program.”

Over 30 competitions are held within the FFA each year 

and 19 of those competitions are hosted at the convention. 
These competitions instill a variety of life lessons and skills 
in students that can be used to help further their passion for 
FFA, deepen their knowledge of N.C. agriculture and acquire 
life skills they will need in any future career path. 

Competitions include but are not limited to: FFA Creed 
recitation, prepared public speaking, extemporaneous public 
speaking, forestry, agricultural mechanics, horticulture, 
floriculture, quiz bowl (FFA knowledge trivia), veterinary 
science, nursery landscape and food science. 

“These competitions are a great way to get students 
outside their comfort zone and teach them new skills,” said 
Elizabeth. “They also are a great way to explore all facets of 
N.C. agriculture,” said Sydney. “Overall, the competitions 
help you learn, grow and become better.”

Elizabeth has competed in various competitions, but her 
favorite was nursery landscape and judging because it taught 
her that failure is okay and not always a bad thing. 

“I learned a lot of new information in nursery landscape 
and judging such as tillage vs. no-tillage on farms, how to 
measure slope and soil evaluation,” she said. “Although I 
did terrible in the competition, it taught me a lot of new skills 
and knowledge that I can use in my future career and college 
courses. It also taught me that it’s okay to fail because you 
can learn from your failures.”

Sydney and Javian share a love for the public speaking 
competitions, although in different ways. Javian enjoys 
the prepared public speaking competition. in fact, he has 
competed in it three times in previous years and enjoys the 
openness of the competition. 

“It’s changed me a lot and shaped the way that I 
communicate with people,” he said. “You have to think not 
only about communication and the words that you speak, 
but also about other factors such as tone and body language. 
I believe these skills are going to be extremely beneficial in 
my future career as a veterinarian.”

Sydney, on the other hand, prefers the extemporaneous 
public speaking, which is where students walk into a room, 
pick out three notecards from a pile and choose one to prepare 
a speech on. Each student then has 30 minutes to prepare 
a four to six minute speech using any materials (ie: books, 
internet, etc.) that they have available. “This competition 
has helped me to think on the fly, which I believe is a skill I 
will need in many aspects of life,” she said. “There is a lot 
of pressure behind it and sometimes that can present quite a 
challenge, but at the end of the day it has helped make me a 
better speaker because it has taught me how to organize my 
thoughts quickly and efficiently.”

The FFA Creed was written by E.M. Tiffany and adopted 
at the 3rd National Convention of the FFA. The Creed lays 
out several values and morals that are respected and followed 
by all members of the FFA each year. 

“I love the Creed itself because it truly gives power to 
what we do in this organization and stands as a foundation 
behind everything that we believe in,” said Sydney. Despite 
coming from all walks of life, FFA students from across the 
state find common ground to stand on through the Creed 
and values of the organization itself. 

“My favorite line of the Creed is ‘I believe in leadership 
from ourselves and respect from others’ because we promote 
leadership through diversity in all aspects of the FFA,” Javian 
said. “We respect one another, learn from our differences and 
blend our talents, strengths and weaknesses to accomplish 
the goals laid out in the Creed and FFA mission statement.”

“When people ask me about the FFA, I often refer to 
the section of the Creed that says ‘for I know the joys and 
discomforts of agricultural life and hold an inborn fondness 
for those associations which, even in hours of discouragement, 
I cannot deny,’” Elizabeth said, “because just like all areas 
of life, sometimes FFA can be challenging. There are days 
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Carmen Bracey and family

We Are Agriculture is a year-long 
series that will highlight the hard-
work done by employees across the 
Department of Agriculture. Will 
Thompson, Livestock Marketing 
Specialist, is one of those employees. 

Livestock are often not the only 
thing that are bred into the agriculture 
industry. Many individuals are born 
into the industry and raised with a 
love and passion for the lifestyle, 
including Livestock Marketing 
Specialist, Will Thompson.

Will was born into a multi-
generational family farm that grew 
cotton and raised cattle. “Back then 

they did what most families in the area 
did, which was farm to survive,” he 
said, “so I was bred into it at a young 
age and have let it drive my life ever 
since.” 

In addition to his full-time job, Will 
continues to manage a beef cattle herd 
of his own, currently managing about 
60 momma cows, as well as helps on 
his parent’s beef cattle farm.

After attending community college 
and working for many years as an 
auctioneer for livestock and farm 
equipment, Will started his career 
with the NCDA&CS in 2005 as an 
Animal Health Technician. In that 
role, he worked with many livestock 

industry producers, as well as had heavy 
involvement in the agriculture events 
and fairs across the state, that helped 
prepare him for his most recent role 
as a Livestock Marketing Specialist.

“I live in Western North Carolina, 
so I’ve had heavy involvement with the 
N.C. Mountain State Fair for about 14 
years, having served as the Director of 
Livestock for nine of those years,” he 
said. “I’ve learned a lot in this industry 
both through my professional work 
with the NCDA&CS and my own 
personal endeavor of owning and 
operating a beef cattle farm that has 
helped prepare me for my role today.”

(See Livestock marketing, pg. 3)


