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Proposals sought for bioenergy, new 
and emerging crop research 

(See Research proposals, pg. 5)

Horse Events

*Show dates are subject to change. Call ahead to confi rm.

Specialty Crops
(Cont’d from pg. 1)

Keep up with the latest on the N.C. 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services through  Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube.

Southeastern Ag Center, Lumberton 910-618-5699
Nov. 5 .............. Barrel racing fundraiser. Contact Josh Smith, 910-639-6387.
Nov. 7 .............. Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878.
Nov. 11-13 ....... Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey, 540-570-8785.
Dec. 2-4 ........... Cowboy Mounted Shooting. Contact Pamela Lohrey, 540-570-8785.
Dec. 5 .............. Horse & Tack Auction. Contact Brad Stephens, 828-390-0878.

Sen. Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, 252-792-5111
Nov. 18 & 19 ... NC Barrel Bonanza. Contact Fred Smith, 252-883-1641.
Dec. 3 & 4 ....... NCHJA “C” Horse Show. Contact Emily Bates, 252-378-4474.
Feb. 4 & 5 ........ 2023 Downunder Horsemanship Walkabout Tour. Contact Downunder Horsemanship, 

1-888-287-7432.
Feb. 17 & 18 .... 2023 Old Ford Volunteer Fire Department Survivor Series Rodeo. Contact Frank Buck, 252-946-9780. 

WNC Ag Center, Fletcher 828-687-1414
Nov. 11-13 ....... SRA Rodeo Finals. Contact Beth Wheeler, 828-254-8681.

Gov. James B. Hunt Jr. Horse Complex, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, 919-839-7400
Nov. 5-7 ........... NCHJA “C” Indoors. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Nov. 10-14 ....... Jump for the Children Duke I Benefi t H/J Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Nov. 17-21 ....... Jump for the Children Duke II Benefi t H/J Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.
Dec. 2-4 ........... Holiday Classic Open Horse Show. Contact Richard Isley, 336-908-3302.

Dec. 9 & 10 Carousel Farms Bulls, Bells & Barrels. Contact Jeff  & Linda Mullen, 919-872-6898.
Dec. 28-31 Raleigh Indoor Holiday Classic. Contact Joan Petty, 919-669-9877.

Four inducted into the N.C. State Fair Livestock Hall of Fame 

Ron Hughes Joan Petty

Warren Strowd Steve Carroll

Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler recently inducted four new 
members into the N.C. State Fair Livestock 
Hall of Fame at the State Fairgrounds..   
 “It is an honor for me to be able to 
recognize the men and women who 
have helped make our livestock 
shows some of the best in the nation,” 
Troxler said. “Today’s inductees 
join a select group that has been 
honored for outstanding support 
of agriculture and livestock at the 
N.C. State Fair.” 

Following is the list of this year’s 
inductees:

 -- Ron Hughes of Wendell was 
inducted into the Swine category. 
The native of Pennsylvania has 
been deeply involved in State Fair 
livestock shows since he moved to 
North Carolina in 1978. Hughes 
showed swine for Zoo View Farm 
for two years before being recruited 
by Dr. J.R. Jones, longtime State Fair 
Swine Superintendent and extension 
specialist, to N.C. State University for 
its Swine Extension Team. Hughes 
assisted with the swine shows, helping 
with show management and carcass 
data collection. In 2006, he became 
superintendent of both the swine 
and meat goat shows where he has 
been a fixture for the past 17 years. 
Through his service, encouragement 
and leadership, participation in the 
swine showmanship shows has 
grown significantly. He was also 
responsible for bringing back the 
swine breeding shows, which had 
stopped in 1995.  

-- Joan Petty of Raleigh was 
inducted into the Horse category. 
Petty’s involvement with horse 
shows began in the 1980s when 
her children Morgan and Cam first 
participated in horse shows, and her 
interest and involvement has only 

grown over the years, making her 
name nearly synonymous with State 
Fair horse shows. Petty has gone on to 
own and oversee the N.C. State Fair 
Hunter Jumper Show and co-owns the 
Duke Children’s Benefit Horse Show 
with her husband, Glenn. The annual 
benefit horse show has raised nearly 
$3 million for the hospital. Petty also 
sits on a facility management advisory 
committee for the horse complex and 
has served as president of the N.C. 
Hunter Jumper Association. 

-- The late Warren Strowd of 
Pittsboro was inducted into the 
Supporter category. Strowd was a 
lifelong farmer, cattle breeder and 
businessman who was an integral part 
of the Chatham County Cattlemen ’s 
Association, where he worked as 
county inseminator. Through his 
work, he helped Chatham County 
dairies grow. He spent 50 years with 
the American Breeders Service and 
earned many awards in his lifetime. 
He was a strong supporter of the N.C. 
State Fair, manning a booth in the Jim 
Graham Building to represent his 
breeding service. He also supported 
his three children and grandchildren 
in showing beef cattle at the State Fair, 
where they won Grand Champion and 
Showmanship Awards numerous times.

-- Steve Carroll of Raleigh was 
inducted into the Commissioner 
Meritorious category. Carroll served 
as Executive Vice President/General 
Manager of the N.C. Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Company until 
his retirement in 2020. While his 
work involved helping people with 
insurance coverage, Carroll took a 
strong interest in youth livestock 
shows. Under Carroll’s guidance, the 
Farm Bureau has become one of the 
premier sponsors of State Fair livestock 
shows, supporting youth through 

the purchase of champion animals 
at the annual Sale of Champions. 
Carroll often went beyond his budget 

target to support the youth livestock 
sales, knowing that represented a 
big investment in the future of North 

Carolina agriculture.   
Congratulations to the four 

inductees!

The N.C. Bioenergy Research Initiative and the 
New and Emerging Crops Program are seeking 2022 
grant proposals that support each program’s mission. 
Applications must be postmarked by close of business 
Oct 28. 

“In the years since these programs began offering 
grants, we’ve seen some promising developments from 
the research projects that have received funding,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “I’m happy 

to see each program once again offering $500,000 
in competitive grants. By investing that money in 
agricultural research, we help North Carolina maintain 
agriculture and agribusiness as the leading industry in 
our state. Ultimately, we know the funding provided 
now could pay off in farm incomes and in the state’s 
overall economy.”

Each program is organized under the NCDA&CS 

conservation by developing integrated pest management practices for 
hemlock production in nurseries to include least toxic insecticides and 
resistant hemlock genotypes.  

-- N.C. State University received $117,350 to advance the development 
of a portable handheld meter to predict apple crop load during the chemical 
thinning window.  

-- N.C. State University received $172,299.50 to investigate the practice 
of soil alkalinization to manage bacterial wilt on tomato, to understand 
the impact of soil alkalinization on the persistence and viability of RSSC 
in soil, and to identify recommendations for nutrient management under 
an alkaline soil. 

-- N.C. State University received $101,593 to use smartphone-based 
LAMP technology to deliver a cost-effective molecular diagnostic assay to 
the field to identify Phytophthora species that infect potatoes and tomatoes 
in North Carolina more rapidly.

-- N.C. State University received $145,000 for new machine harvest 
trials that will inform the release of new blueberry cultivars and to explore 
new technologies such as machine learning and in vitro micropropagation 
that will allow NCSU to grow and test larger numbers of selections in 
berry evaluations.    

-- N.C. State University received $176,219.16 to improve resilience of 
Fraser fir Christmas trees to a major regulatory pest, the Elongate Hemlock 
Scale (EHS) through an integration of genomic tools with traditional tree 
breeding approaches.  The project aims to identify and develop Fraser fir 
Christmas tree genotypes with enhanced genetic resilience to EHS.

For more information on the program, go to www.ncagr.gov/research/
scgrant/.


