
AGRICULTURAL REVIEW Page 3November 2022

To keep up with the latest NCDA&CS news, 
check out the department’s blog at www.
ncagr.gov/blog and social media links on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Troxler
(Continued from pg. 1)

Bucolic briefs
The 80th N.C. Gourd Arts and Crafts Festival will be Nov. 5 & 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Holshouser Building 

on the State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Admission is $3 for adults and free for children 12 and under. This festival 
features displays of gourds from around the world, special gourd workshops, and vendors of dried gourds, gourd 
seeds, gourd crafts, gourd art, books, t-shirts and crafting supplies. Great holiday presents! A variety of competitive 
categories are awarded ribbons and prizes. Details about the festival and a listing of gourd crafting workshops are 
on the website:  www.ncgourdsociety.org. For more information, call Paul Buescher, N.C. Gourd Society, at 919-696-
0744.

***
The N.C. Fresh Produce Safety Task Force is hosting the N.C. Produce Safety Professionals Conference: Proactive 

Approaches to Strengthening Traceability and Crisis Response Nov. 15 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the N.C. A&T 
University Farm Pavilion in Greensboro.

This one-day conference will expand your knowledge on the importance of traceability and crisis management 
programs for produce farms. Speakers include industry representatives, traceability experts, regulators and growers 
discussing lessons learned when these programs are put to the test during recall or outbreak investigations. Also 
discussed: What are the basic principles you should follow if your farm is implicated in an outbreak investigation? How 
do you communicate with regulators and consumers? How does farm insurance work under these circumstances? 

Registration, including lunch is $20. To register, go to https://go.ncsu.edu/producesafetyconference2022  or 
contact Lynette Johnston, N.C. State University, at 919-889-8418 or email lynette_johnston@ncsu.edu. 

***
The Cape Fear Poultry Association will hold an APA/ABA sanctioned open double, single junior and junior 

showmanship poultry shows Dec. 10 at the Johnston County Livestock Arena, 520 County Home Road, Smithfi eld. 
Judging begins at 9 a.m. and the event is open to the public. The deadline to enter is Dec. 5. Contact Donna 
Worthington, at 252-341-8706 or email at donna.worthington@aol.com.

***
As a way to help farmers and agricultural workers stay safe at work, the N.C. Department of Labor off ers safety 

videos on a variety of topics through its YouTube channel. Video topics include: preventing green tobacco sickness, 
hazard communication, tobacco harvester safety, heat stress, migrant housing requirements, forklift safety, and 
information about the NCDOL’s Gold Star Growers program. The videos are in English and Spanish to increase 
understanding of safety hazards and preventing accidents. To learn more about the NCDOL and the Agricultural 
Safety and Health Bureau, go to www.nclabor.com or call 1-800-NC-LABOR (800-625-2267). NCDOL is also on 
Facebook and Twitter (@NCDOL).

***
Landowners with farms for sale or lease and farmers seeking land can also post their information at the NC 

FarmLink website hosted by the N.C. Cooperative Extension at https://www.ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

***
Beekeepers with bees for rent and growers interested in bee pollination services can post their information on 

the BeeLinked website at www.ncagr.com/beelinked. The site is hosted by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the N.C. State University Apiculture Program. Anyone interested in listing their information 
can do so by fi lling out an online Submit Your Ad form on the BeeLinked page or by contacting NCDA&CS at 919-
233-8214 or by email at NCHoneybee@ncagr.gov or call NCSU at 919-515-1660. The NCDA&CS Plant Industry 
Division regulates the movement of agricultural or related items capable of spreading harmful insects, diseases, and 
other pests. Beekeepers participating in this program will be required to comply with all honey and bee industry 
regulations.

***
The N.C. Ag Finance Authority provides credit to agriculture in areas where fi nancing is not available at 

reasonable rates and terms. The agency originates, services and fi nances farm loans, rural business loans, disaster 
loans and cotton gin loans. It also off ers tax-exempt ag development bonds for agribusiness processing, ag-related 
manufacturing or ag waste disposal. For more about Ag Finance Authority programs or to request a loan application, 
call 919-790-3949 or email at RequestLoanInfo@ncagr.gov. 

***

State adds new Broyhill State Forest thanks to partnership
The Conservation Fund, the 

North Carolina  Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(NCDA&CS) and other partners 
recently celebrated an effort to 
conserve and establish the new 
402-acre Broyhill State Forest in 
Lenoir.

The forest property boasts high 
conservation value, supporting 
natural resources, water quality, 
recreational access and increased 
connectivity for nearly 2,500 acres 
of surrounding protected lands.

“This property has been 
managed as a working forest for 
over a century, and that legacy 
will continue,” said North Carolina 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve 
Troxler. “Broyhill State Forest 
will be managed as a dedicated 
nature preserve, and conserving 
the outstanding examples of North 
Carolina’s natural heritage will be 
a primary goal of management.”

National environmental nonprofit 
The Conservation Fund purchased 
the land for conservation in February 
2022 and will soon transfer it to 
NCDA&CS thanks to funding from 
the North Carolina Land and Water 
Fund (NCLWF), Fred and Alice 
Stanback, and other supporters.

The previous landowners, the 
Broyhill Family Foundation, were 
the founders of Broyhill Furniture. 
The Broyhills trace their roots to 
the working forests in the Grandin 

community on Kings Creek. Western 
North Carolina’s high quality forests, 
especially hardwoods, were a large 
reason the furniture industry was 
such a driving force for the state’s 
economy. The Broyhill family and 
local historic groups wanted to see 
this land protected for the community 
and to help demonstrate the important 
role the furniture industry played in 
the state’s history.

“We can think of no more fitting 
legacy for this property than a sale to the 
state,” said Hunt Broyhill, president of 
the Broyhill Family Foundation. “We 
greatly appreciate the opportunity to 
work with the state of North Carolina 
and The Conservation Fund on this 
initiative.”

“This new state forest will be such 
a strong outcome for the Broyhill 
family who stewarded this land, and 
for the community moving forward,” 
said Bill Holman, North Carolina state 
director at The Conservation Fund. 
“High-quality forestland like this can 
support both our local economies and 
our larger fight against climate change.”

The Yadkin River and W. Scott 
Reservoir — two major drinking 
water sources for northwestern North 
Carolina residents — are downstream 
from the Broyhill State Forest. Kings 
Creek, which flows through a small 
section of the property and downstream 
into the watershed, is also a classified 
trout stream.

The new state forest will enhance 

public recreational access and important 
forest and wildlife habitats identified 
in the State Forest Action Plan and 
State Wildlife Action Plan. The entire 
property will be managed as a working 
stewardship forest by the state Forest 
Service and will serve as a model for 
multi-use natural resource management, 
blending sustainable forestry, wildlife 
conservation, habitat management 
and restoration.

“Restoration will focus on declining 
community types and species of 
concern such as Montane oak-hickory 
and fire adapted pine forests,” said 
State Forester David Lane. “Low 
impact, dispersed recreation will be 

emphasized, and opportunities for 
teaching and demonstrating forest 
management practices will be primary 
objectives for this forest.”

Funding for this effort is being 
provided by Fred and Alice Stanback 
and the NCLWF — a leading source 
of conservation funding in the state 
that supports the protection of land for 
natural, historical and cultural benefit.

“Over our 26-year history, NCLWF 
has awarded over $33 million in grants 
to protect land in Caldwell County, 
including popular destinations like 
Wilson’s Creek and Buffalo Cove Game 
Land,” said Will Summer, executive 
director of NCLWF. “We are thrilled 

to be a part of another public access 
opportunity in a growing area of the 
county and know citizens from all 
over the state will soon enjoy visiting 
Broyhill State Forest.”

“Conservation efforts like this 
are crucial to maintaining the 
natural resources of our state,” said 
Representative Destin Hall. “We are 
so grateful to the Broyhill family 
and all others involved for helping 
secure this forest for our state, our 
citizens, and future generations.”

The Conservation Fund is 
working to transfer the property 
to NCDA&CS in 2022.

Kings Creek, which runs through a portion of the Broyhill State Forest property, is a classifi ed trout stream. 

ARBA Youth Rabbit Show
Grand Champion Rabbit in Show 
Show A – Shiloh Breeding, Watauga County
Show B – Xavier Shumate, Hawkins County, Tenn.  
Reserve Grand Champion Rabbit in Show 
Show A – Payton Laughter, Henderson County
Show B – Sabrina Maples, Cocke County, Tenn.
Youth Rabbit Cavy Pet & Costume Classes
Rabbit Pet Class: Claire Beverly, Davie County
Cavy Pet Class: Stuart Burns, Henderson County
Rabbit Costume Class: Molly Cowan, Henderson County
Cavy Costume Class: Ruby Cecil, Buncombe County
Youth Cavy Show Champion
Ruby Cecil, Buncombe County 
Showmanship Champions
Junior Youth 8 and under: Molly Cowen, Henderson County
Intermediate Youth 9 – 13 years old: Sam Gantt, Yancey County
Senior Youth 14 – 18 years old: Ashlie Parham, Oconee County, SC

Rabbit and cavy winners 
at Mountain State Fair

the work of our consumer protection divisions like the Standards Division 
is important to ensure people get what they pay for and that tools used in 
trade, such as scales and price scanners, are accurate.

I am proud of the work of the department and the service we provide. 
In this month of gratitude, I want to thank all the employees of the N.C. 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.   


