
Commissioner’s column 

 As we start 2019, I look ahead with a great deal of optimism. I know it is the farmer in 
me that looks at the start of every New Year as presenting new opportunities and with the hope 
of better times ahead.  

We know that 2018 was a hard year, so there is certainly room for things to be a whole 
lot better, and that is my wish for 2019.  

I cannot think about 2018 without also feeling a great deal of gratitude for the support 
that North Carolina’s agricultural community has received. I am immensely grateful that our 
legislators approved $240 million in disaster relief funding for farmers. It won’t replace all that 
was lost, but it will hopefully be a much needed infusion for farmers who lost so much. 

I am grateful for members of my staff who are working hard right now to get this 
assistance money into the hands of farmers. It was a busy year for my department, but I can tell 
you that NCDA&CS staff stepped up to help when called upon. 

 Whether that was rescuing people trapped in flooded homes, wading through waist-deep 
water to rescue stranded horses and other livestock, manning chainsaw crews to clear paths, 
assisting with companion animal rescues, hauling human and animal food supplies into areas cut 
off by the floodwaters, manning the emergency phone lines or overseeing operations from our 
emergency operations center, we were there and I am incredibly proud of those efforts.  

 I know 2019 will get off to a busy start with the Southern Farm Show at the State 
Fairgrounds Jan. 30-Feb. 1. The Wake County Agribusiness breakfast kicks things off on 
Wednesday, Jan. 30. The next day at 10 a.m. in the Holshouser Building, I will host the annual 
Agricultural Development Forum where I will be talking about the “State of Agriculture.” I hope 
you will join us for this special event. You can expect to hear from agricultural economists and 
industry leaders. We will also be naming the Exporter of the Year during the forum.  

On Feb. 1, the Tobacco Farm Life Museum will host its 14th Annual Breakfast with the 
Commissioner event in the Holshouser Building. During the program, we will recognize the 
Excellence in Agriculture Award winner and the Innovative Young Farmer of the Year, while 
also supporting the Tobacco Farm Life Museum. This is the museum’s largest fundraiser of the 
year, and I am proud to be part of it. 

I also want to mention the N.C. Ag Awareness Day event on March 20. Go ahead and 
mark your calendar with the date and make plans to come Raleigh to visit with your lawmakers. 
We are in the beginning stages of planning, but this will be the third time we have held this 
event. We are working with various agricultural groups to organize this important event that 
draws attention to the many contributions of agriculture across this state. We want to also show 
our appreciation to the legislature for what they have done for agriculture.  

I think 2019 holds a lot of promise. We are continuing to move forward with the N.C. 
Food Innovation Lab in Kannapolis and I am eager and hopeful to see us attract new agribusiness 
opportunities to the state once this venture is fully operational.  



North Carolina has a lot to offer from a food production standpoint. Our farmers can 
grow just about anything. It would be great to see more food manufacturing happen here.  

I am also encouraged by the continued investment by some of our longtime agribusiness 
companies. In mid-December, I attended the ribbon cutting and opening of Smithfield Foods 
new distribution facility in Tar Heel. I am proud of this facility and others like it that will create 
jobs in the community. 

Agriculture and agribusiness is the economic driver for North Carolina, and particularly 
rural North Carolina. I want us to continue to grow this dynamic industry so it reaches its full 
potential. Let’s hope that 2019 is a year of new beginnings, new opportunities and a renewed 
sense of connection to the people who help feed, clothe and house us. Happy New Year to you! 

 


