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AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

The national farm income is expected to
be about $9,000,000,000 this year, or the
largest since 1929, This is about 10 percent
less than the pre-depression years.

Strong consumer demand is anticipated
for most crops, which demand is better than
Incomes of eity consumers is
better than a year ago. Industrial activity
has probably about reached the top. Ex-
port of American agricultural products is
necessary for agricultural prosperity. For-
eign demand for these is expected.

Foreign production of cotton and tobacco
will limit our exports of these products.
Our wheat holds an advantage in view of
a large home production and small foreign
supply. The American farm income is ap-
preciably above that of a year ago. Farm
prices have averaged slightly better than
a year ago, due primarily to better live-
stoek prices, although crop prices were
lower.

While cattle and hog prices are the best
for about ten years, the price of feed grains
is declining. This reflects increased pro-
duction of meat animals. Already the large
feed crops ave reflecting a decline in farm
meat animal prices. The necessary increase
in breeding animals will probably shorten
the marketings of meat animals for sever-
al months. Heavier feeding and shortage
of livestock may rvesult in heavier weights
of animals marketed.

Heavier milk production is in prospect
with cheaper feeds. Poultry producers have
cheaper feeds, and in spite of low egg
prices, the production has been on a reecord
high level.

OCTOBER 1st CROP CONDITIONS
Ideal weather conditions prevailed in
North Carolina for the harvest of crops.
A very low rainfall is shown, although the
soil had sufficient moisture in most areas.
This was evidenced by the continued growth
of plants like cotton and some hay crops.
Almost every day permitted field work.
There was a distinct shortage of labor for
the harvest of cotton, since those growing
tobacco were largely busy in preparing
their crop for market; small grain farm-
ers were busy preparing the soil for fall
seedings. Cotton pickers are largely limit-
ed to farm families. Farmers are just as
busy as the available help will permit.

CORN
The 84 percent of corn, indicating 19
bushels yield per acre, reflects excellent
weather conditions. With the livestock
prices favorable, a good corn crop is a good

last year.

October 1, 1937

economic factor for growers. Since little
of the corn crop is sold, this means that
the farmers can hold a definite feed advan-
tage. This, with favorable hay prospects,
insures a good supply of winter feed. This
year’s corn crop for the United States is
about 65 percent better than last year’s pro-
duction. This, of ecourse, reflects on the
price which, in turn, may cause some de-
cline in the price of farm meat animals.

SMALL GRAINS

With favorable conditions for the fall
preparation of land, there is every reason
to expect a considerable increase in the
acreage of fall-planted small grains. This
is particularly true of Western States. The
extent of the acreage, of course, will be
dependent upon weather conditions after
October 15th.

TOBACCO
The erop of 1937 is definitely a favorable
one, both as to production and price. Al-
though the spring conditions were unfavor-
able, being accompanied by heavy blue mold
troubles, yet the final aereage was in-

COTTON FIELD STUDY

In September the Statisticians examined
cotton fields at five mile intervals for more

than 2,500 miles. Detailed 15 foot analy-
ses at each stop were made covering every
feature affecting the probable yield.

creased over last year’s and the yield re-
sulting is unusually good. In spite of the
25 percent increase over last year's produe-
tion, North Carolina’s money return from
the crop will show an even larger percent-
age increase due to the very favorable
prices being received, for flue-cured tobac-
cos. This obviously reflects considerable
increase in the consumption of this type of
tobaceo. Weather conditions have gener-
ally been favorable throughout the growing
pericd, with little loss of the crvop during
the harvest period. All bright leaf belts
have brought good auction prices.

Type 11 shows 35 percent of this year's
total production in North Carolina, based
upon a condition of 80 percent. This is an
excellent production. Type 12 shows 51
percent of our production and the market
prices have been highly satisfactory. The
South Carolina type 13 belt produced about
12 percent of the total crop, and the remain-
der of North Carolina’s erop is made up of
Burley tobacco (type 31) grown in the
mountain counties, totaling 7,400,000 pounds
or 1.4 percent of the total production.

HAY

This has been a wonderful hay year. Fav-
orable rainfall during the summer months
definitely produced an excellent growth of
hay-yielding crops like small graing, clov-
ers, soy beans, cowpeas, crabgrass, lespe-
deza, and peanut vines. Thus, the 85 per-
cent condition reported easily warrants the
17 percent increase over last year's produc-
tion and 22 pereent over the five-year av-
erage production for North Carolina. Much
in the same way, the American crop is con-
siderably better this year than it has been
for the two previous years and about 6 per-
cent better than the five-year average crop.
It is true that North Carolina’s increase is
due in part to a 5 percent increase in acre-
age.

PASTURE

In spite of low rainfall during September,
pasture conditions continued favorable for
most sections of the state. This was due
to favorable moisture conditions in the soil
as a result of the August rainfall and the
cool September weather which avoided much
of the usual drying-out eonditions.

PEANUTS
This year is facing another good peanut
crop; in fact, the indicated production this
year is almost exactly that of last year al-
though the acreage is slightly less. The
77 percent condition reported for October
(Continued on Page Three)



COTTON REPORT — SEPTEMBER 1, 1937
(Continued from Page One)
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above and those below the state average
for September 1. For example, the north-
ern part of Johnston County has a much
better cotton prospeet than does the south-
ern and eastern section. Boll weevil rav-
ages caused the chief decline during Aug-
ust. Of course, the wet weather, see map
on preceding page, was a principal factor
favoring weevil expansion and probable boll
rotting.

SEPTEMBER 1 COTTON REPORT

The cotton crop in North Carolina was
headed for a remarkable yield as of Aug-
ust 1st. However, due to the rapid expan-
sion and ravages of the boll weevil, which
begun in July, the prospects as of Septem-
ber 1 had declined to the extent of 20 pounds
an acre thus reducing the prospects to 686,-
000 bales. This, however, is considerably
better than last year. The favorable weath-
er conditions during July and August re-
sulted in good plant growth, with abund-
ance of green leaves and new growth. The
terrific number of weevils, evident in almost
all cotton counties of the state, were de-
stroying all young squares and bolls half-
grown and younger. Apparently, mature
bolls frequently showed damaged locks, es-
pecially those on the upper half of the
plant. The heavy and frequent rains pro-
vided ideal conditions for boll weevil dam-
age.

The cotton plants generally showed heavy
bollage on the lower limbs which meant
extra early setting. It is, therefore, natur-
al to expect a fairly early opening of these
bolls. As a consequence, cotton hegan to op-
en rapidly late in August and early Septem-
ber. Insufficient eotton was open by Sep-
tember 1 to be ginned. Due to the numer-
ous and conspicuous damage of weevils,
most farmers were losing sight of the
heavy bollage on the lower parts of the
plants.

UNITED STATES

For the entire southern cotton belt, the
crop is now forecasted at 16,098,000 bales.
This ic almost 50 percent more than last
vear’s production, The September 1 pro-
speetive yield is 228.5 pounds per acre.
This iz 35 percent more than the ten-year
average. Thus, the belt as a whole ex-
perienced much more favorable production
conditions than did North Carolina, one
of the chief factors being less abundant
rainfall and less weevil damage.

THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

For the United States as a whole and ex-
¢antine limited areas, the farm production
and price prospects are the brightest since
1930. The prospects are now for good de-
manrd for farm products. Most every sec-
tion is reporting favorable production con-
dition in most crops. Drought conditions
are almost entirely lacking this year. Wheat
growers this year are enjoying unusually
good crops and prices. Industrial activity
is resulting in strong demand for agricul-
tural products.

NATIONAL CROP OUTLOOK

Crop prospects declined less than one per-
cent during August, chiefly as a result of
the continued drought in the western Corn
Belt and Great Plains area which ruined
the corn crop in most of Nebraska and in

portions of adjoining States and reduced
the prespective United States corn erop to
2,549,000,000 bushels. This would he about
an average crop but is more than 100,000,-
000 bushels below the indications of a month
ago.

Outside of the drought area August
weather was more favorable and crop con-
ditions on September 1 indicated much im-
proved prospects for beans and pecans, and
slightly better prospects for oats, potatoes,
sweetpotatoes, tobacco, rice, buckwheat, and
most fruits.

While widespread early frosts or other
unusually adverse weather eonditions could
still hurt potatoes and other late crops
there are now rather favorable prospects
for normal to ample domestic supplies of
practically all crops, except flaxseed and
clover seed.

Tobacco production seems likely to be
substantially larger than any of the last
5 crops but below the average of the pre-
ceding 5 years. There is a rather large
crop of soybeans in prospect, and cotton is
expected to give a record high yield per
acre and the largest production since 1931.

Most of the principal food crops will show
better than average production. Peanuts
are in promising condition and a very large
crop could be secured, but the price is ex-
pected to decrease the proportion harvest-
ed for nuts in the Gulf States and increase
the proportion harvested by hogs.
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CORN With an average condition of 87
poreent, the map herewith illustrates elearly
where the better conditions prevailed (shad-
ed area) and where those below the average
existed (unshaded area). In the main, the
southern piedmont section had the lowest
condition and the lowest rainfall. However,
the rainfall for the entire state was ap-
preciably above the average for August
which accounts for the extra good corn
crop prospects nmow. County figures are
approximations since some counties did not
have enough reports to warrant exactness.

TOBACCO September conditions found
the South Caroclina belt harvested which is
also largely true of eastern Carolina. The
conditions, therefore, relate to the harvest-
ed erop rather than to present growing con-
diticns. This map is provided to show where
the areas are which are above and below the
state average. Some deviations from the
reported figure are permissable since some
counties did not have adequate reports.

PEANUTS While the commercial peanut
growing belt is the eastern portion of the
state (with 83 percent of it in a few north-
eastern counties), yet small patches of pea-
nuts are grown in other parts of the state.
Obviously, the figures shown outside of the
main peanut belt may represent individual
crops rather than county conditions. The
conditions vary widely in the main com-
mereial belts ag illustrated on the map here-
with.

HAY The mountain counties are distinet-
ly favored with rainfall which indicates good
hay growing conditions. The lower pied-
mont area again reflects the lighter rain-
fall although the entire state had an abund-
ance. Another lighter area of rainfall re-
flects lower conditions in the eastern part of
the state (unshaded zone).

RAINFALL As will be observed by the
map opposite this space, the rainfall dur-
ing August was quite heavy. The shaded
area shows that certain localities had unusu-
ally heavy rainfall. Even in the light areas
the stations reporting the lowest rainfall
showed adequate moisture. In addition, the
Weather Bureau records show that rains
were frequent during the month of Aug-
ust. These conditions combined show the
cause for good growth condition.
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NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1

1937

NORTH CAROLINA CROPS UNITED STATES CROPS
CROPS ‘ACREAGE CONDITION % FULL CROP *PRODUCTION ACREAGE  (000) CONDITICON % FULL CROP *PRODUCTION (In Thousanda)
Averasge Average Indicated Thougandd Cmitted Average Averege Indicated
1936 1937 1923-832| 19368 1937 | 1928-32 1938 1937 1936 1937 1923-32 | 1938 | 1937 | 1928-32 1936 1087
Corn 2,350,000 | 2,326,000 77 82 87 38,415,000 | 43,475,000 | 44,194,000 92,829 | 96,146 71.0 40.0 | 76.0 | 2,554,772 | 1,529,327 | 2,549,281
Winter Wheat 530,000 519,000 | *10.7 *9.8 |*12.0 3,790,000 | 5,194,000 | 6,228,000 | 57,808 | 47,079 - = = 623,220 519,013 | 608,145
Oats 245,000 233,000 | *17.6  [*14.0 [*20.0 3,572,000 | 3,430,000 | 4,660,000 || 93,2153 | 35,933 77,0 | 56.0 | 78.0 | 1,215,102 789,100 | 1,13€,167
Buckwheet 4,000 4,000 78 75 84 58,000 60,000 68,6, 370 418, 78.0 | 64.0 | 82.0 8,277 6,218 7,223
Potatoss 82,000 92,000 74 50 80 7,540,000 | 5,986,000 | 9,292,000 | 3,058.2 |3,223.9 74,0 | 59.0 | 77.0 372,115 329,997 | 403,393
Sweet Potatoes 84,000 85,000 77 75 8L 7,141,000 | 7,560,000 | 8,670,000 822 826 72,0 | 61.0 | 76.0 86,368 64,144 74,857
Tobacco:
Type 11 237,000 281,000 - 74 80 (170,482,000 |177,750,000 |196,750,000 - 76.0 | 81.0 236,058 245,625 | 262,410
Type 12 293,000 328,000 - 70 82 | 254,996,000 | 222,880,000 |288,640,000 - 70.0 | 82.0 254,996 222,680 288,640
Type 13 81,000 72,000 - 71 81 | 39,342,000 | 51,545,000 | 68,400,000 - 70.0 | 82.0 115,260 124,895 | , 170,880
Type 31 6,000 8,000 - 71 83 4,315,000 5,400,000 7,200,000 - 51.0 | 78.0 336,845 218,254 352,390
Total 587,000 669,000 7% 2 Bl |469,135,000 | 467,375,000 |559,990,000 | 1,436.9 [1,680.7 74,0 | 68.0 | 79.0 | 1,427,174 | 1,153,083 | 1,448,875
Soy beans 258,000 268,000 82 a6 85 1,187,000 | 1,475,000 | 1,495,000 5,835 | 6,049 B1.0 | 60.0 | 83.0 11,06 27,459 36,085
Cowpeas 180,000 207,000 75 80 83 = = 4 3,263 | 3,520 70,0 | 61.0 | 75.0 - - i
Peanuts, for nutg 228,000 225,000 76 81 80 | 223,450,000 | 243,960,000 |243,000,000 1,736 1,666 78.0 72.0 | 77.0 946,231 | 1,300,540 | 1,258,435
Hay (Tame) 890,000 937,000 78 78 84 571,000 680,000 706,000 | 57,055 | 55,773 78,0 | 55.0 | 77.0 70,146 63,309 74,860
Alfelfa Hay 8,000 8,000 75 "2 84 10,000 13,000 16,000 || 14,034 | 14,177 78.0 | 54.0 | 70.0 23,544 24,750 27,995
Clover & Timothy| 53,000 64,000 [ *.94 | *.65 | *.90 76,000 34,000 58,000 || 22,010 | 19,674 *1.15 | *.97 [*1.24 30,554 21,324 24,412
Wiild Hay 25,000 26,000 | *.97 | *.85 [*1.10 22,000 21,000 29,000 || 10,694 12,546 *igz | wen | ¥ 79 10,719 6,915 9,943
Pastura - - 78 80 a8 = = & - - 72.0 | 40.0 | 68.0 o - £
Fruit:
Apples - - 52 33 82 3,199,000 | 1,800,000 | 4,240,000 - - 57.0 | 42.0 | 73.0 164,355 117,506 | 204,319
Yeaches - - 59 50 64 1,877,000 | 1,558,000 | 1,984,000 - o 60.0 | 52.0 | 67.0 57,298 47,850 59,296
Tears - - 51 49 51 220,000 240,000 247,000 || - - 64.0 | 62.0 | 67.0 24,334 26,956 30,311
Grapes - - 76 76 81 4,704 7,900 8,100 | - - 74.0 | 63.0 | 83.0 2,214 1,916 2,574
Pecans - - 65 72 72 725,000 | 1,100,000 | 1,109,000 || - - 50.0 | 37.0 | 52.0 62,965 40,135 88,777
#Figures under condition indicate yleld per acre
Irish potato condition figures relate to late crop only.
Production estimates in bushels except tobacco and pscans in pounds; grapes and hay in tons.
: Retio of
NORTH CAROLINA CROP CONDITIONS SEPTEMBER 1 - DISTRICT AVERAGES PRICES
MOUNTATN COUNTTES PIEZDNMONT COURTIES COASTAL COUNTIES STATE e
Northern Weatern Forthern Central Scuthern Northern Central Southern Average -
e LA O P District 1 | District 4 | District 2| District 5_| pistrict 6 | District 3 | District 6 | Ditrict 9 | Sepemver 1| | F*0iii0
1936 | 1937 | 1936 | 1937 1936 | 1937 | 1936 | 1037 1936 1937 1936 | 1937 | 1936 | 1937 [ 1936 | 1937 1936 | 1937
Corn, percent of full crop condition %\ 78.0| 85.0 | 84,0| 89,0 || 77.0|92.0| 82.0|87.0 | 83,0 81,0 | ©8.0|B8.0 | 87.0 (87,0 | 78,0 |89.0 || 82,0 | 87.0
Potatoes, condition late Irish erop %) 52,0| 79,0 | 48,0 B0.O 57.0 | 76,0 | 57.0| 74.0 50,0 67.0 61.0 | 82,0 | 62,0 63,0 | 57.0 | 79.0 || 50,0 | 80.0
Sweet potatoes, percent full condition % | 68.0| 81.0 | 74.0| 85,0 76,0 | 88,0 | 77.0 | 83,0 78,0 79.0 76,0 | 79,0 [ 79.0 | 79.0 | 72,0 | 78.0 75.0 31-?
Tobacco, percent of full crop condition % | 71.0| 76.0 | 69.0| 82,0 || 75.0 | 82,0 | 76.0( 79,0 | 73.0 B3.0 | 68,0 79.0 | 71.0| 84,0 | 72.0 | 88,0 || 72,0 | 81,0
Cotton, percent of full crop condition % 60.0 | 74,0 86,0 | 85,0 | 62.0| 85.0 60,0 76,0 77.0| 72,0 [ 75.0 | 70.0 | 75.0 | 72.0 70.0 [ 75.0
Soybeana, percent of full crop conditlon % | 76.0 (65,0 | 81.0| 87.0 79.0 | 88,0 | 79.0| 85.0 80,0 78.0 96,0 | 85.0 | 86,0 | 85,0 | 78,0 B'.f.o 86,0 | 85,0
Cowpeas, percent of full crop condition % | 74,0 85.0 | 83.0|86.0 | 80.0|88,0| &2,0|84,0 | 86,6 78,0 | 80,0| 82,0 7.0 80,0 | 78.0 aa.g gg.g gg,g
Peanuts, percent of full crop condition % | 90.0|B6.0 | 79.0 | 81.0 79.0 | 86,0 | 78.0| 83.0 82.0 79,0 81.0 | 78.0 | 83,0 | 80,0 | 75,0 | 84,0 | "N.Q A .O
Teme hays, percent full crop condition %[ 49.087.0 | 65.0|86.0 || 75.0 |&9.0| 79.0| 83,0 | 75.0 79,0 | 82.0|86.,0| 83.0| 83,0 | 76,0 85.0 .g.o Bg.o
Pasture, percent of growing condition % 77.0|87.0 | 83.0|91.0 79,0 | 92.0 | 83,0 | 85,0 78,0 79.0 79,0 | 84,0 | 79.0 | 1.0 | 75.0 | 88.0 80, .
FRUIT (F t of full rospect
Apples (enae Ser bt 4| 25.0|75.0 | 20,0 89.0 | 38,0|%2.0| 37.0|85.0 | 33,0 77.0 | 50.0 | 72,0 | 50.0)73.0 | 55.0 67,0 | 33.0| 82.0
Peaches %#| 22.0|53.,0 | 19.0| 46,0 | 28,0|55,0| 29.0|73.0 | 32.0 74.3 ;.g i:.g .2:.3 ;g.g ’-;g,g Z;.g 23.3 gi.g
P 42,0 50,0 | 22,0 | 51.0 43,0 | 57.0 | 41,0 58,0 36,0 60. . . B . . . .
G:::;:s «}’é 76.0 | 80.0 | 83.0 | 80.0 79,0 | 79.0 | 78.0 ] 85.0 76:0 81.0 71.0 7910 75,0 [ 79,0 | 76.0 | 81.0 || 76.0 | 81.0
Milk per cow in herd, September 1 1bs 12.6| 11.3 | 14.4|13.0 | 13.5[14.3| 12.9)|12.9 | 11.7 12.0 | 10.1[10.1 | 12.0[12.7 | 20.0 |10.1 || 12.3 | 12.2
Milk per cow milked, September 1 1bsd 15.5(15.5 | 18.9(17.2 || 18.1(18.9| 17.2|17.2 | 16,3 15.5 | 15.5|15.5 | 17.2|18.1 | 16,3 |16.3 || 17.2 } 17.2
Eggs laid per 100 hens, September 1 eggs || 30.0| 32.0 | 35.0 | 35.0 | 37.0(37.0| 3l.0l36.0 | 32.0 35.0 30.0 | 26.0 | 32.0 | 34.0 | 31.0 | 37.0 32.7 | 34.0
R A U, s, NORTH CAROLINA U S,
R R Rices | pRicEs | M comop PRICES PRICES
August June July August July August August JTuns Tuly | August July | Augus
15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15
1936 1937 1937 1937 1937 1937 1936 1937 1937 1937 1937 1937
Corn, per bushel $ .94 | 813 [§21.22 ] 81.05 | $rl.28 | 5-1.03 Mules, per head $165.00 |$170.00 |#171.00 | $169.00 | $115.30 | $112.30
Wheat, per bushel 1.14 1.29 1.21 1.17 -1.13 + .99 Chickens, ‘per pound =-.16 + .16 - .17 Ea 16 316 EELT
Oats, per bushel +61 .68 .61 .55 - .43 - .29 Turkeys, per pound 17 .17 .18 .18 - + .14
Barley, per bushel .89 .30 .88 .85 + .64 + .52 Eggs, per dozen - .24 = .20 21 = .23 4+ .19 + .20
Rye, per bushel 1.03 1.07 1.07 1.07 .81 -.71 Butter, per pound .25 .24 .24 .25 + .29 - .30
Buckwheat, .per bushel .B4 .95 .95 .90 ~1.01 - .94 E.rt_zttsrfat. per pound .28 .27 .28 .28 + .31 -.32
Cotton lint, per pound - .13 213 - .13 +.11 + .12 Sl *-fllks retail, per quart - .12 -.12 212 +.12 - .
Cottonseed, per ton 32.00 | 36.00 | 36.00 | 34.00 34.53 | 26.59 Milk, wholesale, per 100 poundf  2.50 2.90 2.85 2.85 1.81 1.87
Pctatoes, per oushel 1.20 .65 .55 .70 + .80 - .70 Wool (unweched) per pound .30 235 .36 .35 +.31 +.31
Potatoes, per 100 pounds 2,60 1.30 1.00 1.10 - - Apples, per bushel .90 1.50 W75 65 || -+1.12 .82
Sweet potstoes, per bushel| 1.05 .90 .80 .90 + .99 ~1.05 Hay (loose), per ton 15.40 16.30 15.90 15.20 9.48 B.97
Peanuts, per pound + .04 + .04 +.,04 +.04 .04 - .04 Hay, all (baled), per ton 17.50 [ 19.50 | 19.50 18.00 & 2
$oybeens, per bushel 1.20 1.65 1.65 1.45 41,32 | +1.02 Alfalfa hey (loose), per ton 21.70 20.90 | 20.50 | 2p.30 10.53 10.23
Cowpeas, per oushel 2,05 2,10 2.00 1.75 +1.83 | -1.55 Clovar hay (loose), per ton 15.20 - - - = i
Hogs, per 100 pounds 9.60 9.70 | 10.40 10.70 10.70 | 11.46 Vixed Clover & Timothy, per tog 15.70 16.80 | 17.80 | 15.20 11,06 10.23
Beef Cattle, per 100 poundg 5.20 5.70 5.80 5.70 7.46 7.64 Prairie hay (loose), per ton 12.00 | 1l.00 9.70 2.00 6.39 6.00
Veel Calves, per 100 poundy 7.30 8.00 7.80 8.20 8.25 8.69 Legune hay, per ton - 17.10 17.10 16.00 o il
Sheep, per 100 pounds 4.30 4.45 4.45 4.50 4.53 4,52 Grain hay, per ton - 15.30 15.30 15.00 - - HIGH POINT
Lembs, per 100 pounds 8.40 8,50 8.50 8.50 8,50 8.64 | Lespedeza hay {loose}, per ton - 18.80 | 17.50 | 15.00 - - |l 7an. 1037
Milk Cows, per head 40.00 42.00 41.00 43.00 57.30 57.90 Lespedeza seed, per bushel 3.64 - 2.83 . 3.00 - - LOW POINT
Horses, per head 118,00 |130.00 |130.00 | 122.00 95.20 | 93.60 Lespedeza seed, per 100 pounds| 7.00 | 12,00 | 11.80 | 11.00 - - || June 1932
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