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IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE STRUCK BOTTOM
AND ARE READY TO CLIMB BACK

The farmers of America and of North Carolina appear to have struck
bottom and are now ready to climb back up again.

Several million American farm families have left the farm since 1920.
This drift to the towns is cutting down farm labor and farm power, and
in consequence, supply and demand are getting on a more even keel.
The surpluses we have had, under a proper economic system, should not
have depressed prices as much as they have done; but from now on,
these surpluses will likely be less serious.

For our North Carolina farmers the main lesson of 1923 would seem
to be one the writer has often stressed:

WE Must app ANIMAL ProDUCTION TO PLanT PropucTION

In the Western States this year crop prices have been poor but live-
stock prices have been good, and so farmers there have not suffered.
In our cotton and tobacco sections both crops have been low and farm-
ers have suffered. And the general tendency seems to be for livestock

prices to increase more rapidly than crop prices. The Irish Minister
of Agriculture recently pointed out that wheat prices have increased
only 18 per cent since 1840, while butter prices have increased 89 per
cent; pork 160, cattle 340 and eggs 397 per cent. As compared with
pre-war prices, the five leading American crops—cotton, corn, wheat,
hay and potatoes—now average only 12 per cent above pre-war prices;
while beef cattle, hogs, eggs, butter and wool—five leading forms of ani-
mal production—average 71 per cent over pre-war prices.

It is fine that we can grow both cotton and tobacco in North Carolina,
but we have got to learn that growing two non-feed, non-food “money
crops” is not really diversifying. Our North Carolina farmers are going
to “climb back” but they are going to do it by learning that there is no
genuine diversification on the farm until some form of animal produc-
tion—such as dairying, poultry, or hog-raising—is added to plant pro-

duction.
CLARENCE POE,

Member, the State Board of Agriculture,
Member, State Agricultural Advisory Board,
Editor, The Progressive Farmer.

TueE HarvesT BecINs IN THE FI1erLps Axp ENDS AT THE MARKET



THE COMMISSIONER’S HARVEST MESSAGE

The first harvest season occurred in the Garden of Eden, and since that
time it has been an ever-recurring event, referred to in both religious and secu-
lar history. The test of one’s ability is what he produces. The farm is valued
according to what it yields at the end of the growing season; the factory by its
annual output, and man by the showing he is able to make with the talents en-
trusted to him.

We of America take more into consideration than the fertility of the soil
or the ability of the farmer to produce. We look to the Supreme Being, often
referred to as the God of the Harvest. Although we may do our best, we are
profoundly reminded at all times that we must look to a Higher Being for ul-
timate and lasting success.

North Carolina has again reaped its harvest. I shall not go into details
as to the result of that harvest, but the reader will find in the following pages
some interesting information on this point. This information was secured
through earnest effort on the part of those charged with assembling it for pub-
lic consumption, and to them I extend my cordial thanks for the work they

are doing.

Wwm. A. GrRaAHAM,
Commissioner of Agriculture.

EXPLANATION OF HARVEST ISSUE

“According to the harvest are the fruits of the year's labors,
and the determination of the new year’s living conditions.”

The year is divided agriculturally into four periods, namely, (1) the
spring or planting season; (2) the summer or growing season; (3) the fall
or harvest time, and (4) the winter dormant or adjusting months. In
keeping with these seasons, our Farm Forecaster is planned and published.

As the purpose of this publication is to report what has really happened
as expressed in statistical reports, naturally its issuance is after the close
of the period to be reported. The Crop Reporting Service sincerely hopes
that this harvest issue will meet with the needs of those desiring pre-
liminary information for the 1928 crop year.

The annual (winter) issue will be dated March, but ‘due to the tre-
mendous preparation and printing details, it will appear probably in April.
This will carry complete county details on crops and livestock for North
Carolina.
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FARM RELIEF PROBLEMS

Two groups of well-known thinkers in farm matters assembled for con-

ference in Raleigh during December. They were earnestly trying to

determine the problems, difficulties and possible means of relief so that
the new Administration might really do something. The causes of the
troubles were easily located but the selutions were a-far-off.

As pointed out at the Farm Hands* Club meeting, the outstanding ob-
stacle is that we farmers are not suafficient students or business men.
In other words, we do not read and analyze and practice business-like
ideas in the way that the manufacturing industries find so essential and

are willing to pay high prices for. It is going to take more leadership

among our practical “dirt” farmers, and the greatly lacking co-operation,

so essential to weighty influence in any industry.

It was evident that the farm problem must first of all begin with the

farmers themselves. They must be ready to enter wholeheartedly and

loyally into the solving of any problem before others may aid them.
Co-operative endeavors have not been really successful in the South yet.

Mismanagement was partially to blame but the lack of co-operation and
loyalty were greater factors.

It was admitted that the farmers are unduly taxed according to the
average incomes of capitalized businesses, Then, too, the fact that farm-
ers buy at retail, sell at wholesale, and have to pay high interest rates
for finances, are great handicaps. Transportation and commission rates,
or the cost of marketing equals or too often exceeds the total cost of pro-
duction.

No true business man would think of operating without at least an
annual inventory. He also keeps records of cost so as to determine
which articles are not only profitable but how much is the gain or loss.
He eliminates those that result in a loss. He is also enabled to locate
where leaks and unnecessary expenses exist, He studies the markets con-
stantly in order to know when and where and at what price to “unload.”

IN RELATION TO THE

A bill was introduced to abolish the State Farm Census. This came
from a county that has made poor reports and has consistently ob-
jected to the survey. Most counties that object to this information
being collected depend on cash crops. That they are sincere in their
objections is not doubted. When the Agricultural Committee met to
consider this measure, they were disposed to approve the bill. After the
true purposes and uses of the Farm Census were explained and many
facts presented as proof of these reasons, the Committee unanimously
reported the bill unfavorable.

He is, of course, a member of organizations and is loyal to them in spite
of high membership costs. He subscribes to not only trade magazines,
but to high priced Business Economic Services.

Recently a middle aged salesman, or rather investigator, for a well-
known canned goods manufacturer was seeking data and trends con-
cerning North Carolina crops. He wanted to establish direct contact with
the producers of cabbage, corn, cucumbers, beans and other growers of
“soup” vegetables. He admitted that the greatest drawback in our
Southland was the indifference to classification, grading and packing of
good priced farm vegetables.

This gentleman said that he was a farmer but gave it up as a hopeless
livelihood, only to find too late that, although he maintained cost records,
he had overlooked his inventories, for his increase in equipment, build-
ings and livestock resulted in a substantial profit. He was positive that
records and inventories are as important in farming as in any other work.
Otherwise the buver has the upper hand in information, because he at
least knows the maximum that can be paid, so too often buys for the
lowest figure that farmers will sell at.

The North Carolina Department of Agriculture through the County
Tax List-takers, who are under the County Tax Supervisor or Accountant,
secures and interprets detailed county farm information from about 200,-
000 farm owners each year. Thus to this extent the farmers do make a
mental inventory. But do they stop there or carry the idea on to in-
clude the other features of their farming operations?

The March Annual FaryM FORECASTER issue will carry several actual in-
stances of where and how farmers have used agricultural statistics to ad-
vantage. One man said that he was literallly blind to real farm opportu-
nity until he began to use farm economic facts. Some one rightly said,
“Knowledge gives confidence, and confidence provides the urge to great
endeavor.” Isn't it about time that we brag less about our hard hands
and endeavor to limber up our mental facilities more?

Agricultural Commissioner Graham emphasized that the problem is one
of education—yes, education of the adult as well as our younger genera-
tion. :

STATE LEGISLATURE

That is the trouble with our farm relief problems. We do not know
the real facts back of all the many contentions, suggestions and meas-
ures presented, We are a suspicious and pessimistic industry. Then,
worst of all, we just do not try to find out the facts. Ewven if they
are offered to us, we throw them aside as mere theory or propaganda.
We just must realize that relief must come from within—by one’s own
efforts—become more open minded-—seekers of facts and practical in-
formation rather than depending on help from the government and
other agencies.

Tae HARVESTING OF Hay BY THE Mowine MacHINE AND By Livestock 1s CommoN 1§ WesTERN NoRTH CaroriNa (Asse County)



# NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER
NORTH CAROLINA CROPS Season 1926, Revised 1927, and December estimates for 1928
Per
CROPS CS?t Unit Acreage Yield per Acre Production
Crop
Sold 19260 | 1827 1028 1926 1927 | 1928 1926 | 1927 1928
Revised Revised Revised
Corn, for grain = 6 | Bushels 2,206,000 | 2,251,000 | 2,207,000 22,00 22.80 18.50 | 50,512,000 [ 51,323,000 | 40,830,000
Corn, for silage 0 | Tons 15,000 16,000 14,000 .00 5.50 | 5.00 60,000 88,000 70,000
GOMR, $0€ ArBBE toroe e s - | 65,000 | 85,000 | 84,000 | _________ SO B0 [ 178,000 168,000
Corn, all (except sweet and Pop)—————————| Bushels 2,376,000 | 2,352,000 | 2,305,000 22,00 22.80 18.50 | 52,272,000 | 53,626,000 | 42,642 000
Corn, leaf fodder and tops._ ... s 8 | Tons 1,600,000 | 1,350,000 | 1,200,000 AT ] .81 752,000 675,000 612,000
Corn, top fodder______ o 2 | Tons 360,000 376,320 380,000 .24 .26 .26 86,400 47,843 98, 800
Winter Wheat, planted .| [ 456,000 498,000 483,000 | _________ 2 s ot el Gl
Winter Wheat, harvested. -/ 32 | Bushels 447,000 | 483,000 | 444,000 14.10 10.70 11.60 | 6,303,000 | 5,168,000 | 5,150,000
Oats, for grain oo 13 | Bushels 310,000 273,000 191,000 22,00 21.00 29 00 6,820,000 5,743,000 4.202. 000
Barley, for grain oo 22 | Bushels 15,000 20,000 32,000 2600 24.00 23.00 390,000 480,000 736 000
Rye, for grain_ 21 | Bushels 104,000 94,000 89,000 13.00 12.00 11.50 1,352,000 1,128,000 1,024,000
Buckwheat 52 | Bushels 10,000 10,000 10,000 22.00 20.00 19.00 220,000 200,000 140,000
Sorghum, for sirup 53 | Gallons 30,000 22,000 20,000 91.00 92.00 86.00 2,730,000 2,024,000 1,720,000
Sorghum, for forage o 3 | Tons 20,000 22000 20,000 1.25 1.40 1.50 25 000 31,000 20, 408
Cotton, planted - - 25005 000 -1, T4 000 | A ATeLee0 oo 1 T .
Cotton, harvested (lint) oo 100 | Pounds 1,985,000 | 1,728,000 | 1,890,000 | *292.00 93800 212.00 | *1,213,000 861,000 340,000
Cottonseed - 84 | Tons 1,985,000 | 1,728,000 | 1,890,000 543.00 | 443.09 | 394,54 539,000 382,834 372,840
Tobacco..—— 100 | Pounds 565,000 | 659,000 | 730,000 684.00 | 736.60 |  651.00 | 386,460,000 | 483,395,000 | 475,055,000
Potatoes, Irish (all) il 52 | Bushels 67,000 | 72,000 | 95,000 94.00 | 102.00 | 111.00 | 6,325,000 | 7,368,000 | 10,545,000
Potatoes, Irish (commercial early) . __ 97 | Bushels 32,000 36,000 46,400 12000 120.00 138.00 3.810.000 4,320,000 6403, 000
Potataes, sweet 28 | Bushels 84,000 89,000 80,000 90.00 114.00 98.00 7,560,000 | 10,146,000 7,840,000
SUEAT CANe ey 8 | Gallons 1,000 1,000 1,000 112.00 | 115.00 | 105.00 5,000 115,000 105, 016
HAY CROPS
Clover oo 11 | Tons 91,000 100,000 116,000 1.00 1.00 1.10 91,000 100,000 128,000
Timothy ——— oo |20 | Toms 21,000 | 23,000 | 21,000 .00 90 1.10 19,000 21,000 9. iii
Clover and timothy, mixed __ a 21 | Tons 39,000 43,000 43,000 1.00 1.15 1.10 39,000 49,450 47,300
Alfalfa e 11 | Tons 5,000 6,000 7,000 1.90 1.85 2.00 9,500 11,150 14,000
Annual Legumes
COWPERS oo oo 17 | Tons 81,000 | 105,000 80,000 .03 95 03 75.330 100,000 7. 1)
Soybeans - 18 | Tons 121,000 120,000 108,000 1.00 1.15 1.10 121,000 138,000 119,000
Velvet Beans* 3 | Tons 2,000 3,000 2,700 50 80 .80 1,500 9 400 ot
Veteh ... 2 | Tons 14,000 15,000 16,000 1.00 .90 1.20 14,000 13,500 19,200
e T 11 | Tons 174,000 | 175,000 | 160,000 .70 .65 .70 121,800 113 150 % 105
Total annual legumes —————— e 393,000 418,000 366,700 .84 .88 89 333,630 367,650 326:760
Grains cut Green for Hay*
Wheat ____ 0 | Tons 1,000 1,000 1,000 1.05 1.00 .80 1,050 1,000 800
OBIS it s s e s 9 |l Tons 62,000 75,000 59,000 .80 03 91 49600 71 250 8l
Barley ___ - - 1| Tons 2,000 2,000 2,400 1.50 1.30 | 1.00 3,000 2,600 2400
Reh = st 6 | Tons 29,000 34,000 33,000 .86 .88 .80 25,000 29,990 4640
Total grains cut green __ Tons 94,000 112,000 95,000 43 95 1.00 78,650 ‘ 106,400 | 95:' s
Other tame hay oo 22 | Tons 120,000 | 122,000 | 122,000 1.00 1.00 1.00 120,000 122,000 fon A
All tame hay (total) ——oooooooooe e 14 | Tons 759,000 | 824,000 | 770,700 .90 04 08 681, 000 27% /850 e
Old meadow hay oo 16 | Tons 160,000 | 155,000 | 155,000 40 1.00 1.10 144,000 155,000 So o
All wild B2y oo 13 | Tons 58,000 52,000 52,000 00 1.10 1.15 52,000 575 T
LEGUMES FOR SEED !
Dry: field beans ——————wemsmmnm oo 32 | Bushels 2,000 2,000 2,000 4.00 5.00 4.50 8,000 10,068 08
Soy Beans {
Total (equivalent solid) — oo 205,000 304,000 304,000 ) | e s SN R,
For beans, total production® ———— - -| 62| Bushels 174,000 | 184,000 | 196,000 12.00 17.00 15.00 | 2,088,000 | 3,128,000 | 2.940.000
Soy beans, acres actually harvested s 3
Cequiv. solid) oo Bushels 106,000 94,000 94,000 13.00 15.00 11.50 1,378,000 1,410,000 1,081,000
Cowpeas '
Total (equivalent solid) - ) T R ATRS00N] 2a7,000 [ S0 s ! Y Sl B L O
For peas, total production® 29 | Bushels 95,000 | 172,000 | 104,000 12.00 12.00 9.00 | 1,140,000 | 2,064,000 o
Cowpeas, acres actually harvested )
(equiv. solid) Bushels 76,000 89,000 53,000 9.00 9.00 6.50 684,000 801,000 | 344,000
Velvet Beans ,
Total (for all purposes) - 12 | Tons 8,000 8,000 7,000 50 65 65 4,000 5,900 o
Peanuts '
For nuts, solid - 88 | Pounds 180,000 | 227,000 | 210,000 | 1.038.00 | 954.00 | 950.00 | 185,400,000 | 216,558,000 | 199,500,000
FRUIT** | )
Apples, (agricultural) 17 | Bushels 4,730,000 | 4,730,000 | 4,700,000 5.986.000 1,825, 000 .
Apples, (commercial) o 78 | Barrels 370,000 | 370,000 | 370,000 *315.,000 | S iibb s
Peaches, (agricultural) __ 63 | Bushels 5,000,000 | 5,000,000 | 4,300,000 2,250,000 1,300,000 2 590'000
Peaches, (commercial) oo 96 | Bushels 2,750,000 | 2,700,000 | 2,600,000 | S 1,500,000 Y. 008500 b
Pears, (total) 20 | Bushels 230,000 | 230,000 | 230,000 270,000 100,000 234000
Grapes - 22 | Tons et e et e e e ey [T 6,840 5,135 GIODO
Pecans .- 65 | Pounds 27,000 29,000 0 [ 1 P | G ) 430,000 150,000 5. b1
COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS i
Snap beans oo i 96 | Hampers 3,390 4,480 6,800 90.00 85.50 86.40 305,000 383,000 596000
Cabbage ——__ 91 | Tons 620 780 780 3.00 4.20 5.00 3,100 2,300 3,900
Cantaloupes . 82 | Crates 2,100 2,310 2,310 84.00 115.00 113,00 176,000 265,650 261’030
Watermelons ——————— e 86 | Mellons 4,880 5,610 5,610 304.00 |  359.00 357.00 +1,484 2 014 g
Letsuce 93| Crates 1,420 1,490 1,370 | 267.00 | 190.00 | 190.00 379,000 283 100 00 G55
Cucumbers 83 | Hampers 4,570 4,340 4,840 116.00 176.00 132 .00 530,000 763 840 572. e
Green Peas 89 | Hampers 3,880 3,960 4,390 55.00 70.00 80.00 213,000 277,200 351,200
Peppers 92 | Bushels 650 620 670 190.00 130.00 200.00 124,000 80,600 134,000
Strawberries 96 | Quarts 5,080 5,800 6,200 | 2,147.00 | 2,872.00 | 2,687.00 | 10,907,000 | 16,657,600 | 16,650 400
Sweet Corn 98 | Crates o 2,200 0. 28 000 ’ 2(]'000
Carrots - e 94 | Bushels o 680 0. 318 000 290.000
Beets ro— 94 | Bushels imyl 280 Uit i 4 ___L,,__:__”
|

*Apples car lot shipments, 1926—415 cars, 1927—60 cars, 1928—175 cars.
yield than is actually harvested. This crop is grazed and yields well over a
co is shown in dollars per hundred pounds. Prices of grain cut green for

duction.

iCars.

**Basis—Trees of bearing age.

Cotto n_yield shown in lint pounds per acre and production in hales.
ton per acre, but if actually harvested (machine) would give about the yield shown
hay are difficult to procure since so little of this type hay is sold.

Soybeans and Cow

Velvet beans show a lower
. Price per unit of tobac-
peas total potential pro-



NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

Season 1926, Revised 1927, and December estimates for 1928

NORTH CAROLINA CROPS

Leading State

i 5 ’ Production )
Price per Unit (December 1) Total Value Value per Acre Rank of State AT CROPS
Production
1926 ‘ 1927 E 1928 1926 ! 1927 i 1928 1926 ‘ 1927 L 1928 1926 I 1927 J 1927
5 Revised | $ S i Revised ‘ $ $ Revised $
.88 .91 1.03 44,450,560 46,703,930 42,054,900 19:38 20.75 TR feiny cocs | il e | At il i e e AN | S e e e e e S Corn, for grain
5.25 6.00 6.00 315,000 528,000 ‘ 420,000 21,00 | 33.00 | 80.00 |——— |-~ 2 —— Corn, for silage
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, R R P o B e e e e L L R e e e e e D e T Haiss Corn, for forage
.88 91 1.03 45,999,360 | 48,799,650 43,921,260 19.36 20.75 19.05 18 16 | Iowa = Corn, all (except sweet and pop)
30.00 28.00 | 28.00 22,560,000 18,960,000 17,136,000 14.10 | 14.00 TR b SR L e (5 o Rl o S VTR I L O R, R 0 Corn, leaf fodder and tops
15,00 14.00 14.50 1,296,000 1,369,800 1,432,600 i - Corn, top fodder
___________________________________________________ B W L Winter wheat, planted
1.43 1.45 152 9,015,290 7,493,600 7,828,000 20.16 15.52 17.63 21 DA Lt SN R e i b ([ Mo e i S Winter wheat, harvested
.69 72 .78 4,705,800 4,127,760 3,217,560 15.18 15,1258 1798 23 PhPIRET T Syt e R L | el N R Oats, for grain
1.00 1.10 1.20 390,000 528,000 833,200 | 26.00 26.40 | 27.60 a7 DA InT Bt Al S L | e e DR Barley, for grain
1.25 1.35 1.45 1,690,000 1,522,800 1,484,800 16.25 16.20 16,68 8 LA ENOrth D Ao EaRERS s S| 2o = Rye, for grain
1.00 1.00 1.00 220,000 200,600 190,000 [ 22,00 20.00 | 19.00 11 PR S L e e ] S Sl Ll b b Buckwheat
.90 .90 .90 2,457,000 1,821,600 1,548,000 81.90 82.78 77.40 5 7 | Arkansas — _ Sorghum, for sirup
19.00 18.00 17.50 475,000 | 558, 000 525,000 2350H 25.20 2R a e e R R R e O e S bt _ Sorghum, for forage
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, | e A —————__ Cotton, planted
.115 195 L1851 69,748,000 83,948,000 | 78,625,000 45.14 18.58 41.60 if g | b g e A RS A e e N Cotton, harvested (lint)
22,00 37.00 40.00 11,838,000 14,165, G00 14,913,600 5.97 8.20 7.89 7 TSI e S s o Cottonseed
26.40 22.90 20.00 | 102,025,440 | 110,310,000 94,863,000 | 180,58 | 167.38 | 129.95 1 18| SNorth® Carohina, . 77 =% Jles Straie vy 2 0 F- S S RE e Tobacco
1.60 1.50 .65 10,120,000 11,052,000 6,854,250 | 150.40 | 153.00 72.15 16 12 [ S HTTEY) S ey [ S i Tt Ml s Potatoes, Irish (all)
1.68 1.91 .54 6,451,000 8,251,200 3,458,000 | 201.60 | 229.20 TACR R ==a: s mas B ot e e e Y Potatoes, Irish (commercial early)
1.00 .80 .85 7,560,000 8,116,800 6.664,000 90.00 | 91.20 S ___ Potatoes, sweet
.95 1.00 .90 106,400 115,000 94,500 |- T1B 00K [P0 ah 00 S RO T PR e I e R [ e e R D TR Sugar cane
HAY CROPS
26.50 20.00 | 20.00 2,411,500 2,000,000 2,560,000 | 26.50 20.00 22,07 20 L T SR e L R e S B L Clover
24.00 21.00 20.60 456,000 441,000 473,800 21.60 18.90 22 .56 33 33 | West Virginia e e e Timothy
27.00 24.00 25.00 1,053,000 1,176,000 1,182,500 27.00 27.60 27.50 32 SRR ANt b T TR Sher o f Lo cnote s o b Clover and Timothy, mixed
24,00 | 22.70 | 21.00 228,000 253,105 294,000 | 45.60 | 42.00 | 42,00 41 2R e R G T RS RS ) | emm e e e i e S e o Alfalfa
25.50 | 23.00 | 24.00 1,920,915 2,300,000 1785 600 B0 220 IR R 00 IO B R s e e e s e e Cowpeas
26.350 24.00 25.00 3,206,500 3,312,000 2,975,000 26.50 27.60 27755 —- Soybeans
17.50 17.00 18.00 26,250 40,800 38,880 8.75 13.60 A )] S e e e TN e T e R e e e ——— Velvet beans*
26.50 | 25.00 24.00 371,000 337,500 460, 800 2ALB0%| L2 BAS 0} | RE S RRR(E |20 ace | L8| leave L RT e re BB e | e el Vetch
14.00 15.60 15.00 1,705,200 1,706,250 1,680,000 9.80 ) Tl ] o [ e e - e s e S e e R e R R e Peanuts
21.67 20.93 21.24 7,229,865 7,606,550 6,940,280 i8.42 18.41 3B o Eateat J fos it 0 1 0 I WG R =i el S A e 1 i Total annual legumes
Grains cut Green for Hay*
16.00 | 15.00 14.00 16,800 15,000 11,200 16.80 | 15.00 | 11.20 ~ Wheat
19.00 18.00 18.00 942,400 1,282,500 966,420 15.20 17.10 16.38 Oats
18.00 17.00 | 17.00 54,000 44,200 40,800 | 27.00 | 22.10 | 17.00 Barley
17.00 16.00 15.50 425,000 478,720 409,200 14.62 14.08 DA () | et e S A N e e e e S s e B T T SR S T Rye
18.29 17.11 15.03 1,438,509 1,820,420 1,427,620 15.18 16.25 15.03 ... Total grains cut green
20.55 20.00 20.00 2,466,000 2,440,000 2,440,000 20:55 20.00 S Tl B A S e bt 2 i e | P R L e, R s Other tame hay
20.00 20.35 20.26 13,620,000 15,827,075 15,318,200 18.00 19.21 19.88 —_ All tame hay (total)
16.00 16.00 16.50 2,304,000 2,480,000 2,816,000 14.40 16.00 18.18 ———~ 0Old meadow hay
16.00 13.40 13.40 832,000 763,800 801,320 14.40 14.74 IR | S 2 | S 2 R N QUL S ) Ak of 8 SRS | S S e e e s T e e All wild hay
LEGUMES FOR SEED
4.25 4.25 5.00 34,000 42,500 45,000 ] ] e s BTl R L SR e L i Lo L L it e e St e Dry field beans
Soybeans
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, il a2 gt o, S Eees et TotalSGequivalentisolidi)
15 TH 1.50 1.65 3,654,000 | 4,692,000 4,851,000 21.00 25.50 SR e e Illinois For beans, total production®
Soybeans, acres actually harvested
1.7 1.50 1.65 2,412,000 2,115,000 1,621,500 22.75 | 22.50 17.25 2 2 Povs| Bl LM S A (equiv. Solid)
Cowpeas
o | e e L SR oDt o s Ao | B OG,  SB | e o e | AT Total (equivalent solid)
2.25 1.75 1.95 2,565,000 3,612,000 1,825,200 27.00 21.00 1 Edi | [ = liSoith Carelinal ;) - e o For peas, total production®
Cowpeas, Acres actually harvested
2.25 1.75 1595 1,539,000 1,246,000 670,800 20.25 14.00 12.66 2 i = i -~ (equiv. solid)
Velvet Beans
__________________________________________________ Zotbeil T DN T R 8 8 | Georgia ee——eee—e——————- Total (for all purposes)
Peanuts
042 045 049 7,786,800 9,745,000 | 9,775,500 13.26 42,93 46.55 1 I8N orthe Cargling Ao LER=r cuilite R i gt For peas, solid
| [ FRUIT**
.85 1.65 .90 5,088,000 3,011,000 | 4,500,000 12 T8 SWashing fon S S BaN | - b o2 se e Apples, (agricultural)
2.30 10 2.70 793,500 464,100 ) 675,000 21 285 SWashinglons e L Apples, (commercial)
.80 1.70 S0 2,025,000 2,210,000 | 1,942,500 9 R g L T O] e | Peaches, (agricultural)
_________________ .65 o b e R sl W””,J 153165 200 | mtst et S R s R | B B | S RN S PeachestE (commercial)
1.15 1.35 1.10 310,000 133,000 20 T (R o | A R 17 23 VIMCali{ornial SRSV e | ATEAR S o S e e A Pears (total)
50.00 50.00 45 .00 342,000 257,000 O 000 | e S At e RS 6 7 | California Grapes
.30 .36 31 175,500 162,000 T2 Q00 RN R T RS 11 ([t e e Pecans
COMMERCIAL TRUCK CRQPS
1.89 1.78 1.02 576,000 681,740 607,920 | 169.91 | 152.17 88.10 8 6 | New Jersey > Snap beans
30.00 50.75 54.00 93,000 167,000 211,000 | 150.00 | 214.10 | 270.51 29 29 | New York = Cabbage
.88 29T .98 155,000 258,000 256.000 73.81 | 111.69 | 110.82 12 9 | California wowl Cantaloupes
77.00 | 149.00 | 136.00 114,000 300,000 272,000 23.36 53.48 48.48 9 7. | GeorkaT, L T el e e e Watermelons
2.00 1.87 1.60 758,000 528,397 416,480 | 533.80 | 355.30 | 304.00 i 7 | California L ‘Lettuce
1.13 .90 .72 589,000 611,072 412,474 | 131.07 | 140.80 095.04 2 2 | Florida Lom —— Cucumbers
1.32 1.92 .82 281,000 532,224 237,984 4 134.40 65.60 5 6 | California g e ot AN ot __ Gréen peas
1.25 15 .53 155,000 61,000 71,000 | 2 98.39 | 105.97 4 6 | New Jersey Rt a0 Sl i v A st b “Peppers
.16 .16 12 1,745,000 2,665,000 1,999,000 | $13.50 | 459.48 | 322.42 10 9 | Washington == Strawberries
e | e e e e e Sweet Corn
139,200 |- e e e S R e Carrots
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Beets




NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

UNITED STATES CROPS

FARM PRICE DEC. 1
ACREAGE | YIELD PRODUCTION ‘ TOTAL FARM VALUE
| (Based on Dec, 1)
CROPS UNIT - ' = = ' '
1927 1928 1927 1928 1927 1928 1927 1928 ‘ 1527 ‘ 1928

| —— | E=
LEF o1 (O et O o bu. 98,393,000 | 100,761,000 28.1 28.2 | 2,763,093,000 | 2,839,859,000 723 L7561 | 1,997,759,000 | 2,132,991,000
Winter Wheat __ _| bu. 37,723,000 36,179,000 14.7 16.0 552,747,000 578,964,000 1.167| 1.036 645,326,000 589,557,000
Wheat, all ____ bu. 58,784,000 57,724,000 14.9 15.6 878,374,000 902,749,000 1,115 972 979,813,000 877,193,000
Oals ot - bu. 41,941,000 41,733,000 28.2 34.7 | 1,182,594,000 | 1,449,531,000 450 L409 539,762,000 502,674,000
Barley -| bus 9,476,000 12,539,000 28.1 28.5 265,882,000 356,868,000 678 552 180,200,000 197,128,000
Rye __ bu. 3,648,000 3,444,000 15.9 12,1 | 58,164,000 41,766,000 .853 .864 49,609,000 36,067,000
Buckwhe; bu. 810,000 750,000 19.5 17.6 15,755,000 13,163,000 .835 .876 13,155,000 11,525,000
Cotton bales 40,138,000 45,326,000 |*154.5 [*151.8 12,955,000 14,373,000 T.196| T.180 | 1,269,885,000 | 1,291,589,000
Cottonseed ________ i) PR EE e I | o B | | Fraguifiegie 5,759,000 6,390,000 | 36.80 | 36.29 211,926,000 231,923,000
Hay, Tame _ Tons | 60,835,000 | 57,775,000 | 1.74| 1.61| 106,001,000 93,031,000 | 11.35 | 12.34 | 1,202 953 000 | 1,148°283 000
Hay, Wild ____ Tons 14,813,000 13,144,000 1:37 .08 17,326,000 12,922,000 6.59 7.36 114,204,000 95,076,000
Hay: calb e e = e Tons 75,698,000 70,919,000 1.63 1.49 123,327,000 105,953,000 | 10.68 | 11.74 1,317,157,000 | 1,243,359,000
Soybeans, (total except hay) ___| bu. 1,162,000 1,122,000 13.6 14.5 15,770,000 16,305,000 1.80 1.80 28,374,000 , 282,000
Cowpeas, (total except hay) ——-! bu. 1,824,000 1,388,000 10.8 9.6 19,644,000 13,385,000 1.80 1.93 35,300,000 25,822,000
Peanuts I Ibs. 1,785,000 1,909,000 | 735.0 | 644.0 | 1,311,793,000 | 1,230,390,000 040 046 52,199,000 56,082,000
Velvet Beans ___________ =) TORS 1,534,000 1,541,000 |*947.0 [*015.0 726,000 SO0 e e =
Potatoes, white ___ ~| bu- 3,476,000 3,825,000 | 115.9 | 121.0 402,741,000 462,943,000 965 540 | 388,741,000 250,043,000
Potatoes, sweet ___ ‘ bu. 933,000 810,000 | 100.9 95.9 94,112,000 77,661,000 .825 936 77,615,000 72,680,000
TobRech i it Ibs. 1,584,900 1,912,100 | 765.0 | 718.0 | 1,211,909,000 | 1,373,501,000 t.213 §.185 | 256,882,000 254,322,000
Sorghum sirup —______________| 36 18 g s 30 268, 000 26.972°000 |  .850]  .915 25716, 000 24° 683000
Apples, Total 123,693,000 184,920,000 1.386) 1.001 171,394,000 185,126,000
Appless Camll; o i 26017000 35,308,000 | 3.99 | 2.81 103889000 99,287,000
Peaches, Total 45,463,000 68,374,000 1.181 987 50,494,000 63,649,000
Peates VEoHAlIn: fon e, 18,373,000 23,783,000 1.322| 1.019 24,208,000 24,246,000
Grapes, Total ___ 2,605,238 2,636,076 | 26.52 | 19.95 65,332,000 49,041,000

*Pounds. TPer Pound.

THE DECEMBER, 1928, PIG SURVEY REPORT
A decrease of about 5 per cent in the total fall pig crop of 1928 from
the fall crop of 1927 for the United States is reported by about 100,000

farmers to the Department of Agriculture. The decrease in the eleven

Corn Belt States was only about 134 per cent, but large decreases were

shown in the Southern States. The survey was made as of December 1st
in co-operation with the Post Office Department, through the rural car-
riers,

The decrease in the number of sows farrowing in the fall of 1928 for
the United States was about 7 per cent and for the Corn Belt States
was 4 per cent. An increase in the average number of pigs saved per
litter in the Corn Belt States offset in part these decreases in the number
of sows farrowing.

The reports of the number of sows bred or to be bred for farrowing in
the spring of 1929 point to a decrease in the spring pig crop of 1929, com-
pared to the spring crop of 1928, if the relationship between breeding in-
tentions and actual farrowings is similar to other years. The reports
from farmers as of December 1st this yvear show increases of sows bred
or to be bred for spring farrowing of about 5 per cent for the United
States and 3 per cent for the Corn Belt States over the number of sows
actually farrowed in the spring of 1928. But in other years the number
of sows farrowed in the spring as reported in June has always been below
the breeding intentions reported in December due to changes in plans
and other causes.

A Famiuiar ToBacco CuriNg SceNe (Stoxes CouNTy)

If the farrowings reported next June are as much below breeding in-
tentions reported in December as the average of past years, the decrease
in sows farrowed next spring would be about 7 per cent for the United
States and 6 per cent for the Corn Belt; if they are as much below as
the smallest of past years, the decreases would be about 4 per cent for
the United States as well as for the Corn Belt States.

NORTH CAROLINA PIG REPORT

While the South Atlantic States show 8.6 per cent decreased farrow-
ings this last fall as compared with a vear ago, North Carolina reduced
her’s only 3.6 per cent while compared with last spring there were 11 per
cent more farrowed. The number of pige saved was also less per sow
than a year ago. The breeding for spring (1929) farrowings will prob-
ably result in a slight increase over last spring. There were 18.7 per cent
of all swine over 6 months of age bred this winter, while 53.2 per cent
of all swine were over six months of age. The average number of pigs
per litter was 54 this last fall, 5.8 both last spring and a year ago.

| o
l Sows farrowed | Sows bred [0r| ‘& Average Number
| this fal Soring, 1623 § | Pigs saved
compared with o comp’d with‘ e per litter
STATES | 38 = I
AND ' s le E5
o = s
DIVISIONS Sl s e s ]
5 =~ "B | BR |8 lBEl 858
& Beg |8 .| B 2@ ‘ = &
=1 > | g-c‘| Qg =h — 1 =l
= Sl e ‘EE g e e
2| & |80 =2t 2| 2|8
‘] /) o [ U7
- — % %% % | % | Ire T
N. . CAROLINA _.______ 96.4 | 111.2 90.7 18.7 [53.2 |5.4 |5.8 |5.8
UNITED STATES -] 93.3 | 896.0| 94.7 23.5 |59.9 |5.96 [5.81 |5.64
C_Ol‘l:l BEIL_ ,,,,,,,,,,,,, 96.0 2.1 98.6 24.4 |62.7 [6.04 |5.88 [|5.65
N. Atlantic 91.1 98.3| 91.4 24.7 [47.0 |6.75 |6.57 |6.00
Virginia ' 88.0 6.5 BB.6 18.2 [50.7 |6.6 6.6 |[6.2
S. Carolina ___ S 79.7 | 104.0| 78.3 1653 | aGid (6% 1548 L[5S
Georgia M 92.7 | 107.0 80.4 16.6 [57.3 |5.5 5.6 |5.4
S. Atlantic - e 91.4 [ 105.3 89.0 7.6 [54.6 [5.71 [5.90 |5.57
S, Central . 80.8 | 100.5 80.0 18.9 [52.4 [5.64 [5.67 |5.43
T [ 82.0106.2 27.5 |46.5 [5.92 |5.64 |6.00

Far Wostern_,_f-?____:_l 103.

According to the 1928 Farm Census there were 136,366 sows of breed-
ing age on farms in North Carolina. While this is admittedly not all,
it is comparable with the previous surveys and shows an increase of
7.5 per cent over 1927. The hogs sold or slaughtered, reported at 021,-
546, shows that about 5 per cent more than the previous year. The
Agricultural Outlook report for January, 1929, indicates that the hog

malr]ket is favorable for this year. In fact, livestock in general promises
well,
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AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

For the country at large the agriculiural year 1928 showed a slightly
larger gross farm income than for 1927 which aggregated $12,127,000,000.
Tt is anticipated that the year 1929 should be still better.

The livestock industry has been experiencing good times for two years.
Grainmen, haymen, tobaccomen, cottonmen, peanutmen and truckers,
especially potato growers, have had hard goings.

Despite bad weather, this year’s yield per acre of crops was 3 per cent
above average, in spite of heavy losses especially in the acreage of small
grains. The late spring was cold and wet and hampered seeding-plant-
ing of crops.

The acreage of crops harvested was record breaking. The year’s in-
crease exceeded any year since 1918 when farmers planted for war. The
1927 Mississippi flood caused this sharp difference.

Secretary of Agriculture Jardine reperts: “Expansion of acreage is not
always desirable, and the expansion this year in the case of certain

crops—notably potatoes—was definitely undesirable. Expansion of

acreage, however, is at least a mark of confidence in the future of

agriculture. The increase was pretty well distributed throughout the
country and was divided among cottor, spring wheat, potatoes, tobacco
and other leading crops. A decline representing a shift to more intensive
crops took place in the acreage previously devoted to hay.”

“The usually large cotton acreage suffered unusually from the boll wee-
vil. The wheat crop exceeded 900,000,000 bushels for the first time since
1019. The event of the year was the success of the livestock industry.
Cattle prices reached a peak record-brezking for peace-time.”

Wth the exception of a little cotton still to be picked and some corn
to be housed, the 1928 crop vear is ended for the United States at large.
An increased acreage was planted to crops this year. Yields per acre were
somewhat better than both last year and the usual. The total crop pro-
duction was 7.6 per cent above the average for the past ten years.

Offsetting this is the fact that the population was increased more than
the crop production. The present immigration laws have largely put a
stop to the former rapid increase in population.

Naturally some of the principal crops were more than the average,
and some less. Potatoes, for instance, illustrate a case of over produc-
tion in all parts of the country. Last spring it was freely predicted that
if the acreage of potatoes was substantially increased and particularly
if growing conditions proved favorable, the crop would break the mar-
ket. All three events occurred. ;

Wheat, oats, peanuts and tobacco made large crops. Cotton, hays,

sweet potatoes and apples were about average crops . Corn showed a con-
siderable increase over the previous year, with better distribution and

Dairy CATTiE AT EASE 1N CRAVEN COUNTY

higher quality. In the South, this general condition was broken, with
14 per cent less corn. The carry-over of the 1927 corn crop was practi-
cally exhausted by the first of November, which means that there is very
little more corn on hand now than there was a year ago.

As soon as the harvest is somewhat abated, the marketing problem over-
shadows everything else. This is particularly true in the wheat and corn
belts where storage space has a great influence. Wheat must give way to
corn storage. The thing that will hold corn prices steady will be orderly
marketing.

There are fewer hogs but more cattle on feed, and relative prices favor
heavy feeding of both hogs and cattle. The livestock industries have
been largely responsible for sustaining the general price level of farm
products this fall. However, the index of unit purchasing power of all
farm products in terms of things farmers buy dropped from 90 to 88 for
October, the five pre-war years’ basis being considered as 100 per cent.
The tables on page 11 illustrate these trends for North Carolina farm
products. '

Since the purpose of this publication is primarily to present North
Carolina information, it will be preferable for one to draw their own
conclusions from the various data shown herein. However, briefly stat-
ing, the cotton yield fell to 212 pounds per acre, and was the third low-
est made in the State since 1909. Woeather conditions favored grassiness
and boll weevil damages. The tobacco crop was larger than was ex-
pected, due to the large increase in acreage. The yield per acre was
distinctly less than last year. The peanut crop has made a poor yield,
but some better than last vear’s. The total crop is less than last year’s.

THE COUNTY FARM SURVEYS

The State Association of County Commissioners last August passed a
resolution petitioning the Legislature to relieve the tax listers of the
Farm Census duties and to have the County Farm Agents to handle it.
As a result, conferences with the Commissioners of ten eastern counties
were arranged. They raised the same old objections, which were usually
clarified by other members present. After the purposes and advantages
of these farm surveys were outlined to them, a unanimous attitude of
approval of this work resulted. Not a single Commissioner recalled such
a resolution and most of them were surprised at it. They suggested that
a State-wide effort should be made to enlighten the farmers as to the
“facts” in the case. Such enlightenment has been going on in this publi-
cation for years.

FALL SOWN GRAINS

The fall sown wheat crop shows about the same acreage in North
Carolina as a year ago, while for the country at large it appears to be
reduced almost 9 per cent. The condition of the National crop is 84.4
per cent, which is less than ecither last year or the ten-year average.
This State’s condition is reported at 83 per cent, which shows even a
greater reduction from previous periods. It will be recalled by those
familiar with the crop that the wheat results in North Carolina for the
past two years have been disappointing in comparison with the three
previous years., Following the severe freezes of last winter, growers anti-
cipated a very short yield. However, the crop. improved wonderfully
just prior to the harvest and the final yield was surprisingly good.

With 89,000 acres of rye being sown in North Carolina this fall, we
had the same acreage as last year and 5,000 acres less than two years
ago. The condition of the crop is reported at 86 per cent of a full crop
expectation, which is appreciably below last year and the ten-year aver-
age. The fall season was rather dry, which permitted of a maximum
preparation of the soil, but was not good crop growing soil condition.
For the country at large, the acreage is also reduced to 84.5 per cent
of last year and about 88 per cent oi two years ago. The condition of
growth is reported at 844 per cent, which is the same as the condition
of the wheat crop. The condition last fall was 89.3, and 88.2 per cent
for the ten-year average.

Fall sown oats are reported to be about 8 per cent less than last year
in acreage in North Carolina. The condition is 85 per cent. Last year's
winter oats were largely killed out in this State.
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NORTH CAROLINA’S OWN FARM CENSUS

Only those unfamiliar with the collection of reliable information think
the procedures and efforts to this end are easy. Until the Farm Census
was inaugurated on a voluntary basis in 1918, there was much guess
work in the basic crop acreages used in crop estimates work. Since then
it has even been satisfactorily shown that the North Carolina surveys are
at least in some particulars more reliable than the Federal ten-year enu-
merations.

Few realize that the 191,000 farmers' reports for the 1928 crops re-
quired many careful inspections or editing, summarizations, checkings
and comparisons to insure reasonableness and dependability. This re-
quires more actual time by the State Department of Agriculture than is
reailzed by any one not actually engaged in the work. Then add to this
the tedious tasks of formulating and printing the complicated township
report books; the distribution and collection of these and the assurance
of obtaining good reports; the development of detailed county crop in-
formation, and the printing and distribution of this in an attractive and
comprehensive form to all parts of the State and Nation. Both the
State and counties have a big share in the expense and work involved.

Ts this annual Census worth while? Does it justify the cost and
annoyance? These may be answered by questions. Does an education
justify the cost and annoyance? Does dependable information, which
always means heavy expenses by some agency, prove to be a good in-
vestment with other industries? Most emphatically, ves! But let’s look
at the Census from certain angles indicated below.

WeaT 15 TaE Farm CENSUS?

Many States secure annual basic farm and crop acreage information
directly from the farmers through the tax list-takers or assessors. This
has been done in North Carolina since 1918. The survey relates to acre-
ages because this is the simplest to get, is the basis of production, and is
not speculative.

Wuy 15 THE FARM Census MApE?

Realizing that the best facts should come from the farmers themselves,
this is deemed the best way of getting the best and most current facts.
That crop acreages vary appreciably from year to year; that the private
estimates are biased and often harmful to the farmers’ interests, justifies
such information being secured by the State and Federal recognized agri-
cultural services. The acreage facts are the most erratic and difficult to
secure, hence the need of a maximum number of farm reports to secure

the facts as a basis for stabilizing the crop situation and the farmers'
planning.
Wao 18 Invorvep 1y Tais Census WoRK?
The State-Federal Departments of Agriculture prepared and distributed
the necessary blanks; they also summarize (add) the reports and develop

them into county and State data, then print and distribute the results in
the annual issue of the Farm Forecaster to many thousands of farm-in-

terested persons. The County Tax List-takers, under the supervision of
the County Tax Supervisor, enter the records in the township crop list-
ing books. The Commissioners are authorized (State Law) to have the
tax listers do this work. It is released to the farm interested people of
North Carolina, who are best suited to use it.

Waen 15 ToE FarM Census Mape anp Usep?

The tax listers make their records in May and early Jume. This is

at a time when the farmers have either planted their crops or else know
fairly well what their acreage will be. Thus there is a maximum chance

to secure and complete the Census State acreage results by the time
the harvest season is about over. In November the final yields are
secured and applied to the county acreages. Thus it is impossible for
the “trade” to take advantage, even if it were available to them. The
detailed county information is published in the winter months before the
farmers begin their new year’s planting and too late for speculators to
use advantageously, It would be available earlier, but it involves com-
plicated printing and this alone means about two months time. The
government provides “free” postage for mailing.

Wrice FARM FEATURES ARE INVOLVED?

The Farm Census relates to numbers of units only. This means acres
and livestock. The production, quality, stocks, and values must be made
late in the season and does not involve any one save the Raleigh office.
The speculative and taxable features are thercby eliminated.

Does t8E Cost JusTIEy ITsELr?

The extra cost to the average county for this work varies from noth-
ing to perhaps $500.00. -Some counties provide extra help for this crop
census work, which means a maximum cost. Others provide rush hours
help at not to exceed 10 cents per farm. Several counties are provid-
ing excellent results at no additional cost while others more considerate
add to the pay in recognition of this duty. Thus the cost probably is
Jess than $100 per county for the census records. This means 5 cents
per farm record. With the high farm taxes, this is a ridiculously low
cost for the farming interests.

WHAT 15 THE RETURN VALUE OF THE INVESTMENT?

As an invesiment the average county agent alone might easily make
thie annual information prove a return value of much more than this
cost. New Agents may immediately inform themselves thereby, while
otherwise they must patch up such as best they may over many months.
The agricultural teachers are making valuable use of these surveys in
their class work and teaching their student (prospective farmers) valuable
examples in the use of home grown county information. Local bankers,
supply merchants, school teachers and public officials make the investment
increasingly profitable. Surely farmers might easily benefit by at least
its low cost—(if any extra)—by studying trends and planning according
to their deducted reasoning.

A Novemeer PEANUT THRESHING ScENE IN Gates CoUNTY
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PRICES PAID TO NORTH CAROLINA PRODUCERS FOR FARM PRODUCTS

This table shows yearly, and monthly comparisons and price trends. These prices are those to farmers and NOT retail prices.

| 1924 | 1925 | 1926 |12 1928
| Unit —_— 3 = ‘ :
| | |
Dec. DeciSlSec SlSiDan: 88 T ‘ Feb. } Mar | Apr. | May | June July ‘ Aug. | Sept.| Oct. ‘ Nov. {Ih-u.
! | ! |
Farm Crops: | | | | |
Corn _______._..____.‘ bu. | 1.30 1.08 .84 a0 .89 .91 97 1:12 1.17 1222 1.24 L el s A b 1.10 1.03
Wheat _ S hnt l 1.62 1,400 1.4 1.44 1.49 1.55 1.87 1.84 1.59 1.46 1.43 1.45 1.52 1.52
Qats ___ bu. .79 69 T NES T4 80 .83 87 84 .80 A .78 .78 .78
Barley _ Bilodts Dol St L1010 423 1.25 1.20 1.26 1.35 1.36 1233 1.26 1.21 1.42 1.46 1.20
Ryegia- e e bu 1.49 = 1.25| 1.34 1.32 1.29 1.38 .43 1.42 1.44 1.36 130 1.46 1.47 1.45
Cotton, (lint) _ b .22 - 11 .19 .19 17 18 .20 .20 21 g8 .18 .18 .18 Fa !
Cgttonsccd e ton 37.00 i 20,601 38.00 | 38.50 | 40,00 | 40.00 .00 | 43.00 | 42.00 | 39.00 | 36.00 | 35.00 | 40.00 | 40.00
Irish Potatoes ___ | bu. 1.03 2.18 IOTONET 25 1595 1.40 1.50 .60 1.25 5 .70 .70 .85 85 65
Sweet Potatoes _ s s 1.21 1.20 1.00 .80 .80 -85 1.00 05 1.05 1.00 1.25 1.16 1.10 95 85
Apples . . ___ =S | Ik (e o T ety .95 1.88 1.90 PR P e 0§ Eesonimel | SRR 0. 1.65 90 .85 .80 85 95 90
Apples ___ tesbble 3.60 1.39 3.30| 5.60 6.00 5.80 4.40 2.90 2.75 2.40 2.55 2.85 2.70
Tobaceg sl =~ DTN S e el 280 [ 2370 2178 ) F0L07 |13 iRElean i e e I e e E 1442 im0 = 20.45 | 22,54 | 18.50
Livestock (Live wt.):
Hogsies.—rete s ot 100 Ibs. 12.20] 10.8a | 10.60 | 10.40 9.10 .10 9.80 9.90 | 10.00 | 10.40 | 10.70 | 10.20
Beef Cattle __ 100 Ibs. 3.50) 7.20 6.80 7.00 7.40 .40 7.90 7.60 7.90 7.80 8.10 8.00
Veal Calves _ | 100 Ibs. 7.7T0] 9.80 9.80 9.90 | 10.70 .00 | 10.00 | 11.00 | 11.00 | 10.80 | 11.40 | 11.30
Sheep 100 Ibs. 8,00, 7.60 8.00 7.60 8.30 .50 8.40 8.30 8.20 8.70 8.30 8.70
Lambs 100 1bs. 11.50| 11.00 | 10.70 | 11.10 | 12.70 .60 [ 12.40 | 12.00 | 10.80 | 10,90 { 10.60 | 11.00
Livestock and Products: |
Mk Cowsgat i head 51.00) 68.0C | 65.00 | 69.00 | 70.00 00 | 72.00 | 72.00 | 72.00 | 74.00 | 74.00 | 73.00 |______
Horses _ | head T2.00( 90.0C | 88.00 | 93.00 | 92.00 .00 | 95.00 | 95.00 | 95.00 | 91.00 | 88.00 | 88.00 |_
Mules __ head (TR Rt T L e 125,00 [126.00 |135.00 [140.00 .00 (145.00 |140.00 [140.00 |135.00 (135.00 |[135.00 |_
Butter 1b. 38 39 .39 .39 .3 41 .40 el .37 .38 .39 40 |-
Wool (unwashed) ___ | Ib. 35 36 .30 35 36 .40 .42 42 .41 45 .43 43 |-
Efedpaarieas Sty ii 2y ‘ doz. 49 44 .39 31 el 23 25 27 .26 33 38 42 |-
Chickens (live wt.) _ | Ib. .21 .21 .21 221 .21 4 .24 25 .25 .24 .23 .23 G
Turkeys (live wt.) __ | 1b. 23 .30 COlE| S S IR R | o A .28 o [ B
Hay Crops:
Hay, all (loose) ____ | ton 20.20 | 22.50 19.10| 17.00 | 17,50 | 18.00 | 17.10 | 17.40 | 17.90 | 18.00 | 18.00 | 17.30 | 17.30
Timothy, (loose) ____ | ton 20.00 | 29.00 24.00| 19,00 | 22.00 | 20.80 | 17.70 | 19.70 | 21.50 | 20.00 | 21.00 | 19.00 | 20.90
Clover hay, (loose) _. | ton 19.00 | 19.50 | 22,00 18.50 | 20.50 | 19.80 | 20.00 | 19.00 | 20.00 | 19.00 | 21.00 | 19.00 | 20.90
Alfalfa (loose) ————____ TH RSl | el | 23.00 | 25.00 | 22.00 | 22.00  20.30 | 21.00 | 20.00 | 22.00 | 20.90 | 22.00
Prairie (loose) _____. ton : .00| 15.50 | 16.50 | 17.50 | 16.00 | 14.00 | 15,00 | 13.50 | 15.00 | 15.30 | 13.50
INDEX NUMBERS OF NORTH CAROLINA FARM PRICES FOR 1926-1928
Based on Five-Year Period---August, 1909-July, 1914---100
6}
RELATIVE FARM PRICES - O | By
Sl lier igs
= - B
B ed ) 28
o e T T e Tt R R R % T iy R ,_;C', n':E’, u& :ma"
sl b | | I | i in e E - |8 : (a5
| o i e S e o - e b 3l 2|2 HE |88
| s | B o | o|aa|88| & |Eu|f |ud|melBln|l gl 8|2 a8 z|8s|as|i85E
el = w = | &8 | £E5| B o3| g | 8= |58 |89 ° = d | 2 8 | & g 2 E2 | BBl 34|88
O | B|O | M [AR|aA]| O |On| 2 |m0|20 R0 | B | & |4 |8 |0 | &|a| B | 885G (a8 AR
1426 | | | | |
January___ 126 | 170 | 139 | 147 | 304 | 194 | 148 | 135 | 126 ( 122 | 136 | 162 | 161 | 152 | 207 | 48 | 188 | 171 | 167 | 182 | 132 | 165 | 80 | 125
February__ 127 | 173 | 116 | 146 | 332 | 205 | 150 | 131 | 129 | 120 | 139 | 168 | 157 | 149 | 219 | 58 | 197 | 185 | 158 | 173 | 134 | 164 | 82 | 122
March—_—— - 122 | 165 | 109 | 136 | 319 | 184 | 137 | 14C | 129 | 133 | 131 | 146 | 156 | 169 | 230 57 | 198 | 141 | 158 | 182 | 131 | 162 81 | 124
April__ 121 | 157 | 114 | 140 | 365 | 176 | 139 | 153 | 130 | 119 | 140 | 162 | 152 | 180 | 210 ik 197 | 180 | 158 | 172 | 130 | 160 81 | 123
May_ _ 113 | 163 ( 109 | 131 | 861 | 184 | 133 | 145 | 124 | 135 | 148 | 167 | 162 | 179 | 226 59 | 218 | 173 | 163 | 132 | 182 | 160 83 | 121
June__ 112 | 159 | 111 | 136 | 323 | 202 | 123 | 150 | 120 | 130 | 139 | 146 | 168 | 184 | 223 55 | 255 | 175 | 161 | 163 | 129 | 160 81 | 124
]S 113 | 144 | 103 | 133 | 191 | 227 | 128 | 151 | 122 | 145 | 145 | 153 | 169 | 177 | 217 | 53 | 198 | 171 | 161 | 172 | 130 | 159 | 82 | 122
August____ 111 | 134 | 105 | 138 | 185 | 202 | 134 | 142 | 126 | 143 | 146 | 149 | 174 | 176 | 212 55 | 203 | 165 | 168 | 172 | 130 | 160 81 | 123
September_ 112 | 132 | 103 | 133 | 200 | 184 | 137 | 137 | 140 | 147 | 153 | 140 | 172 | 164 | 205 53 | 189 | 165 | 165 | 169 | 130 | 161 81 | 124
October_____ | 109 | 123 | 111 | 122 | 179 | 154 | 101 | 101 | 118 | 148 | 151 | 173 | 163 [ 178 | 209 52 | 188 | 168 | 154 | 179 | 118 | 160 74 | 136
November_ | 104 | 125 | 111 | 123 | 207 | 135 95 90 | 132 | 149 | 150 | 164 | 162 | 188 | 228 54 | 192 | 179 | 163 | 179 | 116 | 161 72 | 139
December_____ k _| 101 | 126 | 111 | 126 | 205 | 159 89 81 | 120 | 139 | 151 | 161 | 164 | 201 | 233 49 | 191 | 196 | 158 | 175 | 113 | 158 72 | 140
1927
January=—Coonel e 99 | 127 | 106 | 122 | 200 | 143 94 88 | 116 | 149 | 151 | 168 | 168 | 196 | 237 51 | 196 | 158 | 154 | 159 | 114 | 156 130 13T
February__ 98 | 127 | 111 | 121 | 190 | 140 [ 101 | 109 | 114 | 141 | 161 | 164 | 169 | 195 | 205 54 | 199 | 145 | 158 | 159 | 116 | 155 75 | 134
March___ —-{ 94 | 127 | 106 | 121 | 191 | 151 | 104 | 126 | 113 | 145 | 163 | 169 | 169 | 171 [ 228 o9 | 202 | 129 | 154 | 172 | 118 | 153 77 | 130
Aprii__ 94 | 121 | 105 | 115 | 188 | 131 | 104 | 12¢ 111 | 142 | 166 | 162 | 150 | 173 | 190 58 | 196 | 147 | 150 | 167 | 116 | 151 77 | 130
May__ 82 | 123 | 105 | 115 | 186 | 182 | 113 | 113 | 110 | 140 | 168 | 182 | 152 | 177 | 205 | 61 | 206 | 147 | 146 | 159 | 118 | 150 | 79 | 127
June__ | 98 | 127 | 105 | 115 | 215 | 140 | 118 | 120 | 111 | 141 | 159 | 170 { 151 | 182 | 205 60 | 243 | 138 | 152 | 154 | 121 | 150 81 | 124
July___ -| 103 | 133 | 106 | 112 | 197 | 167 | 119 | 126 | 113 | 147 | 171 | 173 | 154 | 172 | 200 57 | 180 | 141 | 161 | 167 [ 123 | 151 81 | 123
August —-| 107 | 131 { 111 | 121 | 173 | 167 | 138 | 140 | 118 | 152 | 176 | 185 | 159 | 187 | 203 59 | 186 | 159 | 164 | 167 | 130 | 151 86 | 116
September_ 113 | 131 | 114 | 126 | 156 | 158 | 171 | 154 | 114 | 169 | 187 | 177 | 158 | 176 | 197 | 56 | 172 | 175 | 157 | 179 | 141 | 152 | 93 | 108
October ___ 113 | 129 | 111 | 129 | 148 | 131 | 168 | 158 | 120 | 170 | 194 | 185 | 137 | 159 | 213 56 | 182 | 168 | 158 | 169 | 140 | 151 93 | 108
November __ -| 111 | 127 | 113 | 133 | 146 | 136 | 168 | 162 | 109 | 182 | 195 | 198 | 145 | 172 | 198 | 56 | 190 | 171 | 167 | 175 | 142 | 151 | 94 | 106
Décember ety 108 | 130 | 118 | 135 | 151 | 127 | 153 | 150 | 107 | 182 | 201 | 205 | 145 | 191 | 224 61 | 195 | 176 | 163 | 179 | 139 | 151 92 | 109
1928
JAnNAryES DR S | 106.] 129 | 1190 | 134 | 147 | 114 | 153 | 147 | 110 | 169 | 196 | 191 [ 142 | 196 [ 222 | 58 | 193 | 162 | 163 | 159 | 185 | 151 | 89 | 112

132 | 117 | 130 [ 152 | 127 [ 138 | 156 | 111 | 164 | 206 | 187 | 140 | 174 | 218 60 | 192 | 155 | 163 | 159 | 132 | 151 87 | 114
137 | 125 | 139 | 160 | 132 | 143 | 162 | 102 | 175 | 204 | 200 | 123 | 203 | 263 61 | 101 | 124 | 163 | 172 | 135 | 151 89 | 112
143 | 125 | 138 | 161 | 119 | 150 | 171 { 101 | 171 | 206 | 203 | 114 | 196 | 218 62 | 186 | 147 | 158 | 191 | 137 | 155 88 | 113
163 | 128 | 144 | 165 | 121 | 159 | 173 | 103 | 167 | 211 | 196 | 123 | 201 | 228 63 | 199 | 153 | 154 | 182 | 142 | 156 91 | 110
163 | 136 | 143 | 134 | 118 | 154 | 172 | 105 | 180 | 205 | 183 | 129 | 194 | 232 62 | 230 | 156 | 161 | 191 | 143 | 157 91 | 110
149 § 133 | 147 84 | 133 | 165 | 176 | 108 [ 175 | 209 | 202 | 129 | 193 | 223 62 ] 188 | 159 | 161 | 201 | 145 | 157 92 | 108
185 | 129 | 139 86 | 149 | 153 | 176 | 109 | 188 | 215 | 219 | 135 | 187 | 209 64 | 199 | 153 | 168 | 196 | 145 | 157 92 | 108
132 | 119 | 142 88 | 151 | 147 | 159 | 110 | 191 | 227 | 208 | 137 | 199 | 203 60 | 190 | 165 | 165 | 224 | 144 | 157 92 | 109
131 | 124 | 146 | 105 | 169 | 150 | 147 | 111 | 208 | 224 | 229 | 137 | 198 | 215 59 ) 192 | 173 | 163 | 215 | 147 | 157 94 | 107
136 | 124 | 146 | 104 | 161 | 151 | 167 § 110 | 203 | 215 | 224 | 131 | 205 | 228 58 | 198 | 175 | 167 | 215 | 147 | 157 94 | 107

I

NOTE-—The Price and Production data used in computing this index number are the estimates of the United States Department of Agriculture. The figures in the in-
dex column represent the price level of the 20 Farm Products shown as compared with the price level of the five years from August, 1909, to July, 1914, as a base
(100%). The same is true of the 20 individual items as shown. :

The index of non-agricultural products relate to retail prices after March, 1928, Previous to this time they were computed from whalesale prices, Farmers buy at
retail prices, which warrants this change.
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CASH CROPS

CorToN

With the acreage of cotton about 10 per cent more than last year,
but still much less than the 1926 crop, and with a yield of 212 pounds
per acre heing almost to the low point reached in 1924, we have a crop
indicated at 840,000 bales as compared with 1,213,000 two years ago.
The cotton mill demands slumped very materially during the past year
and only became active late in the fall of 1928. The severe damage
by boll weevils was responsible for most of the short yield in this State.
The most favorable conditions were found from Vance to Bertie county
The western belt

counties also had good yields. The late fall conditions were favorable for

and the territory lying along the Virginia border.

good feeding for the weevil so that they went into hibernation in a
thrifty condition for withstanding the winter siege. Many argue that

this is a favorable sign for a good crop of weevils next vear.

Tosacco

While the normal consumption of tobacco is increasing at about 7 per
cent annually for the Bright Leaf types, the past two years have resulted
in productions that are piling up surplus stocks for competition with the
future productions. The 1928 crop of 475,000,000 pounds in North Caro-
lina and 483,000,000 in 1927 are calculated to materially handicap the op-
portunities for favorable prices next year. Tobacco is an expensive crop
to grow and should be considered well by the would-be growers who are
unfamiliar with the crop. The actual production is materially more than
was earlier expected, while the average price, based on earlier expecta-
tions, was easily about 14 per cent less than last year’s. Weather condi-
tions were unfavorable to good yields and quality in many parts of the

State. The most favored section was that in the northeastern counties.

PEAaNUTS

The peanut crop this year shows a second poor yield per acre. August
and September weather conditions were probably responsible for most of
the shortage. The plants just simply did not set the needed number of
pods, for the quality was generally recognized as being good. The nuts
are distinctly larger this year, and the color much better than last year.
This naturally means that the weight per bag is less this season. Quite
a large proportion of the nuts, probably almost entirely from the August
settings, were left in fields when harvested. The vines or plants were
The stands

were good. The acreage was reduced about 6 per cent, while the yield

distinctly better than usual—that is, more hay was made.
per acre was increased.

Fruir axp Truck Crops

In about fifteen eastern Carolina counties the growing of commercial
vegetables has become quite a recognized industry. Principal among these
counties are Currituck, Camden, Pasquotank, Tyrrell, Beaufort, Pamlico,
Carteret, Wayne, Duplin, Pender, New Hanover, Columbus and Scotland.
The Sand Hill area is well known for its intensive and extensive peach
orchards. Surry, Wilkes, Alexander, Buncombe, Haywood and Hender-
son Counties are known for their apples, although several other mountain
counties produce equally as large quantifies under less improved methods.
The combined values of the commercial vegetables run well above $10,-
000,000, while the commercial fruits also go into large figures.

¢

COST OF PRODUCTION REPORT

It is customary to make inquiries of a limited number of farmers on

the cost of production of their crops for the previous year. We are send-
ing instead a very large number of these for North Carolina to be re-
ported on early in January. We know of no feature of farming that
offers greater enlightment than does study of this type. The results of
this report will appear in the March annual issue.

If you have received one of these report blanks, it is hoped that you
will do yourself the favor of giving it most careful attention. If you do
not get one, you can to advantage study such information either in the

March, 1928, or March, 1929, Farm Forecasters.

DIVERSIFYING CROPS
LEGUMES

Probably no state in the Union offers a better opportunity for the
employment of so large a number and variety of legume crops as does
North Carolina.
beans grow ideally in the upper Coastal Belt, clovers are made in the

Velvet beans do well in the southeastern counties, soy

western counties, while Lespideza or Japan clover may be found in
almost any section. On pages 4-5 the annual hays include soy beans,
cowpeas, vetch, peanuts, velvet beans, etc.,, which are produced on
fairly large scales. Alfalfa is found doing well in most any part of the
Piedmont Plateau area. The various clovers offer two or three varie-
ties that are especially suited to particular areas of the State. Many
people do not think of the peanuts crop as a legume. In as much as
the entire peanut plant is harvested, the chance of soil improvement
through the growing of this crop is reduced to a minimum since it is
largely the nodules grown on the roots which supply the stored up
nitrogen. This State has long been known for its importance in the
production of cowpeas. However, it has declined steadily in its com-

mercial production of seed.

CORN

The corn crop is important, not only for its grain, which is valued
in this State at over $42,000,000, but for its forage including leaf fodder
and tops which are valued at almost $20,000,000. Still another value
often overlooked is the opportunity for growing companion or intertilled
crops like soy beans, cowpeas, velvet beans, peanuts and late planted

clovers without interfering with the growth of either. Thus corn

becomes the very key of diversified crops and occupies a very large per-
centage of the total crop acreage of the State.

HAYS

After the early commercial truck crops and the small grain crops are
harvested, there is offered an ideal oppertunity for a second planting or
summer crop. Hays fit into this scheme ideally and many sections take
advantage of this opportunity. A great diversity of hay crops are
available for profitable and safe production. A certain amount of
roughage is needed for all kinds of livestock. With such a natural
hay-growing State and with so much land lying idle each vear the
production of more hay if properly harvested and baled should prove to
be a valuable factor in the farm crop program.

SMALL GRAINS

The advantages offered by the growing of small grains are well known
Two of these might be especially mentioned. They may be grown
during the time of the year when thev would least interfere with other
crops, and they offer a valuable roughage for feeder stock, especially
in the case of oats.

Then, too after they are harvested there is still time to make a good
hay crop. Corn, soy beans or other crops usually mature if planted soon
after harvesting small grains, These crops were disappointing in yields
for the past two years, although spring oats were very good in eastern
counties in 1928, Barley continues in favor,
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CROP REPORTERS’ PAGE

STATE AND FEDERAL MARKETING ACTIVITIES
Puerisnep WEEkLY AT Wasameron, D. C.

Here are some titles of articles appearing under date of December 26,
1928 issue:

Indiana to Develop State Marketing Pregram.

Good Prospects for American Apples Abroad.

Virginia Tobacco Inspection Attracting Wide Attention.

Pennsylvania Canners Use Large Quantities of Inspected Produce.

South Jersey Apples Graded for Export.

Sees Strong Demand for Seed Patatoes.

Farmers Must Consider Needs of Markets.

Weather Data Important in Crop Estimates Work.

More Well-graded Products in Storage.

Farm Mortgage Credit Situation “Easy.”

Direct Hog Marketings Show Large Increase.

If the above is a sample of the contents of the official weekly publica-
tion of this one part of the one Bureau of Agricultural Economics of-the

Department of Agriculture, it is easy to appreciate the enormous amount
of valuable information that the many other Divisions and Bureaus are
issuing. This is why we so frequently say that as farmers, we are poor
students—do too little studying of the little information coming to us,
much less the vast and valuable features which we neither see nor seek.

We had hoped that our voluntary reporters would send us some valu-
able hits of their thoughts that would be timely and helpful for this page.
It is intended as a farmer’s forum. We regret that only two articles
were sent.

Here is the message from Mr. P. B. Neal, of Madison, Rockingham
County.

“Can’t you very evidently see that the Southern farmer is failing-dving
because of no salesmanship? Our scientific methods have stimulated and
resulted in heavy production with no salesmanship. The consuming
world cannot financially nor physically ‘digest’ our crops.

“Why shouldn’t there be a salesman in the Cabinet to teach the farm-
ers to sell as the agriculturalists have taught us to grow? Salesmanship
is the salvation of the producer the world over. The farmer is a grow-
er—a producer—a manufacturer and needs the salesmanship methods
employed by other industries, His products are made from the soil
while factories usually re-work what the farmers first develop.”

Editor’s Note: The Bureau of Agricultural Economics and
the State Division of Markets function largely in the capacity
suggested by Mr. Neal. Along with the importance of selling
ability, is intelligent planning to avoid competition and overpro-
duction, which they also encourage.

Arthur Simmons, of Burlington writes: “The ‘Farm Relief’ campaign
is a good one for both parties. It is now up to the farmers to act fast.
Thirty years ago apples were the King of fruit. Now we find bhananas
are King of fruit. It is only the exceptionally fine apples that have a
market, while bananas have a ready sale.

“Our paper mills use 12,000,000 cords of wood—half of it foreign
grown. This part should be grown here. Our farm prosperity will re-
turn when we plant 25 per cent of our crop land back to timber and
close the immigration gates. We must raise our own fruit crops and live-
stock, which aggregate $1,000,000,000 in value.

“We will receive nothing from Congress if the Farm Relief measures
are taken up in the short session along with all the other ‘Pie Counter’
bills.

“We imported last year ‘free of duty’ $34,000,000 of bananas, which
killed our home apple market. The apples rotted on the trees.”

NOTE: The banana, orange and grape growers have heen
also heavily handicapped, due to unprofitable prices paid for
their products. Then too the world is demanding well graded,
high quality products which too many growers are being careless
about.

SOME SIDE THOUGHTS

From the two articles shown above, we see that these men are concern-
ed with the marketing problem. That is the big factor. We produce

more than our markets require, but not more than they can use econom-
ically. The marketing factors are very complex, and for solution re-
quire first of all, the farmers’ full co-operation.

This first requirement means that only high quality, well graded and
standarized packages be offered for sale. This again means that special
and laborious and expensive care be given to fruits and vegetables. Culls
and seconds that are often put on the markets hamper the sale of the
expensively produced products. Ungraded products sell at cull prices.

The world is buying “looks” more frequently than taste. Last year’s
crates look dingy this year, and so new packages bring better prices, The
grower who thinks that he can get by with even slightly “off” conditions
not only hurts himself but others too.

Now for a thought that should go before the crop is harvested, or even
grown at all. What makes us decide to plant 20 acres in corn, 10 acres
in tobacco, cotton or other cash crops, 2 acres in hays and keep one brood
sow? Is it habit or well thought out planning based on careful investi-
gations of market trends for a series of years in relation to prices and
production and carry-over?

A well built house, farm, factory or business must first be basically
well planned ahead of the building. This is equally true of crop pro-
duction. Why not grow crops that will largely AVOID the market com-
petition and probable low prices? The Pig Survey Report on page 6
gives an idea of what our farmers plan regarding the spring breeding.
Why not take advantage of that information now?

FARMERS INDIFFERENT

Farmers seem to give very little attention to farm legislation which vi-
tally concerns them. Frequently Legislators introduce bills that are in-
tended to be of aid to the farmers, but which often react to the farmers
hurt.

Unless farmers give their Representatives the benefit of their opinions,
it is often difficult to act wisely. More initiative on the part of the farm-
er is needed. Is it not possible that the most helpful legislation should be
thought out and suggested by the farmer himself?

Isn’t it probably true that, as a class, we are too indifferent to such
matters? We complain after it is too late, but offer no real constructive
ideas. Wouldn’t it help greatly for us to read and study these public
matters more?

A bill was introduced to change the time of tax assessments from May
1st to January Ist. This would work admirably for all save the farmers.
How many farmers explained that at the beginning of the year he has his
maximum wealth and, therefore, his heaviest taxable assets such as meats,
stocks of grain, hays, etc.? Isn’t it also true that merchants and manu-
facturers just after the Christmas and New Year holidays have low tax-
able stocks? Does this look like farm relief ?

Diverstriep FArmING. A LeEcumEe Hay MixTure, CorN Axp Soy BEaxns,
wITH ToBACCO IN THE BACKGROUND
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NORTH CAROLINA TOBACCO SALES REPORT, BY BELTS, FOR NOVEMBER, 1927, AND 1928
OLD BRIGHT BELT—FLUE-CURED TYPE NO. 11
No. of G TOTAL SALES B SON'S ICE

| Houses PRODUCERS SALES 1 INCLUDING RESALES ‘ AVERAGE PRICE ‘ SEASON'S PRODUCERS SALES

MARKETS S - —~ =~ i~ -

|1927 | 1928 l 1927 ‘ 1928 1 1927 1928 1927 l 1928 ‘ 1927 1928
= e i l ek —_— ke S S =

| |
Aherdesn 2R s SRS 2 2 1,179,136 , 1,209,739 1,316,898 1,486,872 | $25.70 | 3$20.98 2,873,487 3,248,867
Burlington ___ 3 g 1,155,058 405,903 1,306,898 473,723 26,20 19.69 2,044,798 1,191,145
Carthage_ . . 2 2 25,748 538,846 630,026 538,846 24,92 22.08 1,918,706 1,941,850
Dutham________ || & T 7,322,958 5,953,584 8,318,800 6,742,250 28.26 24.40 14,778,666 13,967,096
Elkin___ . .. | 1 494 888 248,448 518,460 274,864 2935 1727, 879,186 600,796
Fuquay Springs 4 1 2,352,002 | 2,071,292 2,575,218 2,335,398 28.41 24.26 5,508,778 4,625,581
Henderson 1 5 6,505,662 | 6,216,028 6,900,125 6,606,988 27.86 22.66 12,496,420 14,060,036
Louisburg__ ‘ 3 3 1,544,424 883,685 1,657,304 969,373 25.81 19,75 3,042,328 1,967,515
Madison____ L 2 2 823,764 335,717 885,382 387,552 22 .47 17.50 1,409,022 866, 87T
2 3 3 1,740,232 1,394,016 1,941,712 1,545,554 32.54 27.60 3,046,816 2,768,310
Mount Airy_ - 3 3 2 108, 616 1,217,572 2,479,650 1,464,798 19.77 16.61 3,797,330 3,166,986
Oxford_ - - 6 6 5,959,690 5,074,533 6,622,592 5,582,182 28.25 AL, 87 12,628,810 11,135,086
Reidzville 4* 4* 1,140,882 1,515,063 1,320,018 1,685,807 24.02 21.78 2,766,205 3,278,659
Roxboro____ | 4 4 2,459,667 1,723,532 2,622,137 1,930,156 29.09 22.63 4,332,608 3,051,292
Sanford____ 2 2% 783,332 155,364 852,348 189,626 25.67 18.21 1,734,246 1,070,264
Stoneville_ . _ =l 2 911,639 580,172 1,136,830 744,366 22,31 18.29 1,653,380 1,224,436
Warrenton_____ 3 2 1,251,992 873,470 1,280,232 894,106 24,02 | 20.43 2,676,604 1,601,520
Wendell . __ = 1 2 1,006,606 717,438 1,070,014 808,040 25.93 21.23 3,000,484 2,573,228
Winston-Salem_____ 8 8 19,975,812 14,666,727 22,477,243 16,574,388 24.10 20.19 35,579,181 81,161,227
ZEBloni s ts S S |77377 3| 616,164 616,238 | ] '722.150 715,966 | 25.65 @ 20.54 2,571,404 | 2,275,368
QLD BELT, Total_ 70 ' 68 I .59,938,272 ] 46,488,267 66,663,037 E 51,950,945 ) 25.99 | 21.60 ‘] 119,638,460 | 105,776,139
NEW BRIGHT BELT—FLUE-CURED TYPE NO. 12
_________ g% 2% 79,422 181,126 ‘ 79,422 203,608 20.25 22.61 2,566,054 | 2 983,998
| 2 506,430 570,319 503,602 648,195 23.80 20.25 2,704,720 2,402, 1975
3 3 3,762,308 4,082,916 | 4,133,688 4,428,980 26.73 | 23.65 16,811,106 1(" 535 614
Goldsbora. _ 1 3 4,190 1,316,952 934,600 1,473,612 23.83 | 18.80 3,071,378 5,839,685
Greenviile = 7 9 15,042,466 15,496,632 16,609,134 17,160,462 27.17 24 .45 50,476,986 54 539 940
Kinston __ = i 7,067,948 8,266,078 8,989,946 9,098,630 L UL e e 32,203,134 31,683,027
Now Beinls 00 i o= 2 2 703,818 447,488 735,036 505,286 25.52 | 19.30 2,835,432 3,097,708
Robersonville__ 2 3 1,178,098 1,449,012 1,264,098 1,536,046 27.71 21,51 5,368,588 6,712,486
Rocky Mount— 6 7 8,054,878 9,032,048 9,559,218 9,697,780 26.49 22,78 28,510,591 28,762,508
Smithfield ____ = 2 2 581,864 976,020 691,340 1,092,082 22.4% 18.34 3, 43‘1 331 4,476,843
Tarboro___ 3 3* 1,393,582 671,504 1,480,468 723,978 27.22 20.48 5,335,288 4,606,301
Wallace_____ 2 2 29,486 389,075 272,338 457,255 21.96 22.24 1,582,673 1,714,769
Washington __ 3 3 1,106,080 1,020,532 1,210,074 1,135,484 27.40 23.05 4 4'13 892 3, 544 210
Williamston 3 3 1,677,796 1,223,558 | 1,827,960 1,280,998 2570 | 22063 6,856,408 6,508,474
Wilson____. T 8 16,791,262 17,816,474 18, 929 480 20,073,434 2726 2807 60,802,058 66,389,030
Windsor—_____________ L 189,962 '378,932 | 104,940 | 4337238 | 23:25 | 22008 |  1.410.514 1,588,048
NEW BELT, Total 54 | 60 [ 61,039,590 63,319,566 67,505,344 69,949,158 | 26.56 = 23.34 | 228,448,153 | 243,526,824
State Totals- — ——_ | /124 | {28 ! 120,977,862 110,082,295 134, 168,381 | 122,233,677 |‘ 26.28 22.54 l 386,015,087 || 393,126,039
| | | I

* The following warehouses failed to report their November, 1928, sales: Morgan's, Burlington, N. C.; Watt's, Reidsville, N. C.: Clarke's, Tarboro, N. C.;

Banner, Durham, N. C.; Brick, Ahoskie. 8 W’s, Sanford, N. C.,

report received too late to be included in market totals,

but is included in the State totals.

+ The season’s producers sales to December 1st include sales from houses closed prior to November 1st.

The following warchouses failed to report their November, 1927, sales: Watt's, Warehouse,

Reidsville, N. C.; Farmers’ Warehouse, Ahoskie, N. C.

RADIO TALK BY THE AGRICULTURAL
STATISTICIAN

A class in Agricultural News Writing from the Department of Journal-
ism at State College visited my office recently. There were 25 boys
from the farms of this State in that class and they asked many guestions.
All of them made written reports of their visit. These boys are just like
your boy, and you may be interested in hearing what they saw if you
are at all interested in agricultural information or the work of the Agri-
cultural Departments. These students had no teacher with them, so they
saw what they wrote. The clerks in the statistical office primarily ex-
plained the work to the visitors. When Mr. Stewart Robertson, State
College Journalist Chief, asked me today to look these papers over, I
dropped my own talk and am using the one written by Mr. E. L. Good-
ing, of Oriental, Pamlico County, of the Oriental High School. Each
student brought out different features worthy of mention, but five min-
utes do not permit of more.

THE CROP REPORTING SERVICE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
By E. L. Goopine
“If the farmers of North Carolina would go to the statistical division
of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture as the class of State
College students did and see the crop reporting and farm census machin-
ery they would doubtless be impressed and go away with not only a
better understanding of this work but with more faith in its value, The
crop reports I am sure would have a decidedly different influence on that
farmer who had seen and heard the Agricultural Statistician. Rather
than submit these valuable circulars directly to the waste basket I'll

wager they would be studied carefully and neatly filed away in that
farmer’s desk. T’ll go farther, if that tiller of the soil, after having in-
telligently studied and heeded the reports, does not realize a fair profit
from his farm, there is absolutely no profit in agriculture.

“Upon being questioned as to the purpose of the Crop Reporting Ser-
vice, Mr. Parker answered by saying that it was an organization to
bring supply and demand on a closer par, aiding both the producer and
consumer. The farmer, he states, will be better prepared to plan for
another year if he is informed of the conditions for the current year. The
real problem lies in the fact that the average farmer thinks of this infor-
mation as something useless or dead. For this reason the majority are
making farming a hit or miss industry, the statistician says. They are not
students in the sense of daily analysis of information.

“Another thing which tends to aid the depression of agriculture is the
fact that some farmers will plant heavy when advice is given to plant
light, thinking that there will be a shortage, and that they will receive a
premium on this crop. This bias fact hinders the work of the statisti-
cians to a considerable degree.

“Having given us a discussion on the purposes and results of his busi-
ness, Mr. Parker had his office force explain their specific jobs. Their
efficiency and rapidity were very remarkable. As an illustration of their
quick work, he said that they issued a few days ago ginning reports
within three hours after they entered the office.

“In tabulating crop reports and the Farm Census, they divide the
State into eight districts, which are divided into counties and again into
townships for their tabulations,

“The rural mail carriers distribute to the farmers report card blanks
for the individual report of farm conditions. They are filled out and re-
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turned to the Department. Through the co-eperation of the government
mails it is very efficient and at the same time relatively inexpensive to the
Department.

“The State also has the tax listers to help the Department by reporting
acreage of certain crops and livestock. Until one sees the great amount
of work done in this connection it is difficult to understand what this
office really does.

“The data is all compiled and the weighted figures for the State ob-
tained. Based on previous figures, these, and his own estimates, Mr.
Parker himself makes an estimate which goes with the farmers’ report to
Washington. Contrary to the general opinion, the statisticians do not
confine themselves to the office but visit farms in different sections of the
State. Mr. Parker states that during this year he and his two assistants
have personally examined over 400 cotton farms alone. By intensive
study of present and former trend figures it is only natural that his esti-
mates are of value.

“When information from the various sources is in at Washington,
usually on the 9th of the month, the Natioral Crop Reporting Board
convenes. When they enter into the conference, the doors are all locked
to outside intervention. All communications are cut off and the Board
works without recess until the report is finished.

“When the work is completed radios, telephones, and telegraphs are
used over the United States to distribute the crop reports. In this way
every one interested has an equal chance of knowing the information
in the quickest time. This, however, is not the only means of distribut-
ing the valuable information. Newspapers and farm papers play a very
important part. Multigraph and mimeograph summaries are mailed out
to all sufficiently interested. Information is also gained by personal cor-
respondence to individual farmers and farm representatives.”

Resvrrs Count

As results are what really tell the story of any enterprise, the fact that
the State cotton estimates for several years averaged within one per cent
for each of its monthly forecasts in comparison with the final spring
ginnings report for North Carolina speaks for itself. Three years esti-
mate showed 99.7 per cent of the ginnings or better. The tobacco esti-
mates were also remarkably close to the final spring warehouse sales fig-
These are the only two crops having absolute checks in this State.

There were 425 reports received today by this office. Almost half a
million pieces of mail are handled in a year. Several thousand inguiries
have been sent out within the past few days. Thousands of miles of field
studies, crop meter measurements, cotton, peanut and other field esami-
nation are made each season.

ures.

THE ACCURACY OF COTTON FORECASTS

In studying the National cotton reports for the past five vears (since
the present methods have been used), it is found that the December 1st
forecasts averaged 999 per cent of the March final ginnings. The No-
vember 1st forecasts were 98 per cent; October was 94.5, and September
02.2 per cent of the actual season’s production.

The North Carolina reports have shown over 99 per cent accuracy
for the December estimates. November was almost 99; October 99,

and September practically 100 per cent accuracy in the cotton forecasts.

It is noticed that the tendency is to UNDERESTIMATE the praduc-
tion. It was observed that especially during the past two years, the
government estimates were appreciably below the level of private reports.
Suppose there had been no government reports? Would prices probably

have been below or above what they were?

It is because of the reliability of the government crop reports that
they have had such a stabilizing effect on the market trends. These
That they are
based on thousands of farmers’ studies, boll counts, boll examinations,

reports must be, and are, devoid of bias or prejudice.

and their contacts with other farmers’ observations, safeguards these
official forecasts against appreciable errors.

COTTON GINNED PRIOR TO DECEMBER 1, IN
NORTH CAROLINA: CROPS OF 1927 AND 1928

The Department of Commgrce, through the Bureau of the Census, announce
the preliminary report on cotton ginned by counties, in North Carolina, for the crops
of 1928, 1927 and 1926. The totals are in running bales. Linters are not included.

|
County | 1928 ‘ 1927 1926

£ T St i R e U D f O

Alamance (11)* ,,,Y,‘_,________.____._______,L,,,,,J 1,431[ 1,134 1,710
LT JE B s A S P T R R D R e 21,030( 26,357 29,929
Beaufort (13) ,786| 6,506 9,427
Bertre (38)0 =20 ————| 8,496| 17,488 11,228
Bladen (9) ____ ——--| 5,558 6,209 10,611
Caharbiis () Sl Sl Ao ST S o 9,883| 11,214 15,169
Camden (7) ___ e ISP S GO LT 4,338
Catawbale (I R Ao e e S S 9,919| 8,407 12,361
Chatham (32) _ 5,440 6,566 7,666
Chowan (7) _____ = 4,760] 4,563 7,163
Cleveland (39) __ 3| 44,568 37,807
Columbus (5) _.__ 710 f 2,048
Craven (4) ______ 2,943
Cumberland (31) _ 29 242
Davidson (10) ___ 2
Davie \{(9) 3,746
Duplin (16) ___ 14,423
Durham (10) ____ 1,383
Edgecombe (60) 30,215
Franklin (30) _ 20,241
GaSten s (Ihe == = =n 9,930
Gates (11) _____ 5,335
Granville (6) 1,838
Greenelficl R AT e FiE RN T e e 10,820
Halifax (61) __._ __ 38,006
Harn et T T R s 46,422
Hertford (13) 6,722
Hoke “(15)0 === 16,572
Tredelipy (IR )asuter = - il i e Rie SRR 18,046
Johnston (74) 63,376
e T e B NG T e T ey 2,493
FLee G120 = n s 0 18,046
Lenoir (20) ____ 12,709
Lincoln (24) 13,301
Martns( 8 usesss 4,141| 3,905 5,382
Mecklenburrc (257250 s ol e s L S 17,548| 20,308 23,800
Montgomery (17) 5,461 5,126 6,897
Moore (16) s G e 4,621 5,813 8,145
INASh S (A4 REeE She i oo PO IS SR e 31,963| 36,107 39,523
Northampton (34) _ 26,952 24,262 27,583
Onslow (6 )RTsaEs: T 1,270] 1,086 2,350
Orange (10) 1,204| 1,184 1,172
Bamlicoi(B)) e e st Tt oM ae s DT 1,767 979 1,691
Pasquotank (4) _ 1,079] 1,839 3,711
Perquimans (7) . 5,932] 4,576 8,148
}’;11t (277 ez it 13,660 16,970 23,133
Folle Sy oo o 2,909] 2,440 1,482
Randolph (9) ____ 1,256] 1,121 1,444
Richmond (47) __ 13,060 14,454 21,435
Robeson (66) ___ 36,945| 39,545 64,064
Rowan (27) _____ 11,075| 10,855 13,451
Rutherford (18) _ 13,936| 11,538 8,832
SanpSOMINCE ) e e I L e 22,001| 28,129 38,949
Scotland (25) ____ 21,562 25,141 32,840
S}a_nly (LB RE-T= e =Sl e g 9,715 9,509 12,368
Union (gﬁ) ______________ 28,347| 32,187 28,475
Vance (7) 4,992( 3,797 4,837
Wake (79) 24,452 26,950 33,017
Warren (1) ez = S B R T e 14,639 11,578 12,675
“:ashmg‘mn (3)F — 1,534 898 985
Waynes(d 0 e 19,088| 24,146 34,140
Wilson (28) _____ 17,065 22,366 25,718
All others (25) - 4,425 3,776 5,641
STATE (1455)* . 740,165|787,208|1,000,280
P‘i_na.] ___________________ 870,000/879,677|1,246,754
Ginned to Dec. 1 __ 85%7?| 89.5% 80.29%
Av. weight bales ___ 4862 490 486.4
Est. yield per A. __ ~-]212 1bs.]238 Ibs. 295
Acreage changej .- 108% 87% 1049,
Ndv2ySpricesCay) B 0 25 U ER W SR N R D 11z5¢c

18.5%] 19.5(:‘

shown just after county names.

¥ NOTE: Number active gins operating 1927
T Acreage compared with previous year.

As A Prepmoxnt CorroN FiELD AprEARS AFTER HARVEST WITH THE
F1rsT Sxow

@
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TOTLL VALIE OF PARM CROPS 1924 (U. S. CEXSUS)
ONE DOT FOR EACH $100,000 VALUE

NORTH CAROLINA, A DIVERSIFIED STATE

One needs only to make a study of pages 4-5 of this issue to note that
a great diversity of crops not only may be but are grown in North Caro-
“lina. While the great Middle Western States are acknowledged to lead
in general agricultural standards, and especially in livestock production,
North Carolina has them beaten when it comes to the number of crops
grown, as well as the acreage of these. A study of the great states of
Wiscongin, Towa or Illinois will show that their four leading crops make
up very largely their entire acreage, while in North Carolina, cotton, corn,
tobacco and hays make up only 77 per cent of the cultivated acreage.
The corn crop in this State occupies decidedly the largest area, which is
only about 32 per cent of the total crop land. Of the other States men-
tioned, this crop runs well over 50 per cent.

When it comes to the value of crops, we have many running into the
millions of dollars. On page 5 in the column headed “Production Rank
of State,” it will be noted that this State ranks well among the States
of the Union in many crops. This could be a prime livestock producing

State if pure bred types and intelligent and careful feeding were employ-
ed. This is clearly proven in the case of swine and poultry. Both of

these types of livestock are now gaining recognition on the large con-
suming markets. The reputation, based on the results gained, has pene-
trated to many other States.

A farmer of many acres in an eastern county has repeatedly said that
he does not understand how any one can make a living on the rolling,
hilly and poor soils to be found in the Piedmont and Mountain Counties.
Yet those familiar with the State know that some of the best homes, di-
versified farms, and social communities are to be found in the western
half of this State. On the other hand, it is generally acknowledged that
farming may be done more easily and on a bigger scale in the eastern
half. In this area a great variety of crops may be chosen, and it is not
uncommon for three different crops to be grown on the same land in a
single vear.

With the aid of the agricultural specialists, including the County Agents
and Agricultural Teachers, and in which this State has a distinct leader-
ship, there is ample opportunity for almost any farmer, regardless of his
educational advantages, to gain valuable information and profitable re-
sults if he will only be open-minded and perservering in following the ad-

vice available, e |

NORTH CAROLINA CAR LOT SHIPMENTS FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

Commadity eApDIE Bate. Wi 1gey ‘ 1922 | 1923 | 1924 ‘ 1925 | 1926 ‘ 1927 | Deg, | Value Comm'l Crop
Shipping & Lasc:n_ 1928*| 1927 | 1928
\ | |
.| Aug. Japn. (a) 7| -133| 344 415 80] 145{' $464,100] $675,000
(a) 1| * s 6 2| [ i Yol (1 Vr RN o % 6 T
(a) : 1 | VRPN S (= i 8o Ras
May-June and Fall 539 459 550 504 672 Gﬂl,T~1U| 607,920
Early-April-June (a)
Late-Aug. Nov. (a) 263] 371 347 292 212 167,000| 211,000
_ | July-Aug, 401 655] 397 606 274 258,000| 256,000
- | June-July 1,639] 1,¢ 869 935 790 611,072] 412,474
Feb.-March 714 537 540 447 476] 529,397 416,480
Jan.-Dec. 1,003| 833] 673 761l S04 - 2 b
- | June-Sept. 1,657 2,024 2,155 1, 1,316,250
Winter Months 21 11 2 4 pAE e o P
April-June 2,046| 1,634 1,253| 2,202| 2,137|2,665,000/1,099,000
Potatoes .__ May-July (a) |3, 6,566 4,052 6,713| 7,555] 9,632|8,251,200/3,458,000
Tomatoes. — | Summer 8 8 a7 1 Bl
Carrots__ (e e 3 11 O ES e Je= ) [ETT HIECE SRS
Turnips and Rutabagas Winter and Spring [ ! 5] 3 e ______’ L N CER
Watermelons July-Sept. 1,657 993| 1,542 ¢ 1 1,178| 300,000{ 272,000
Sweet Potatoes July-May (a)| 982 154 1 400] o
Peppers . _____ : 0 107] 61,0000 71,000
Mixed Decideous Fruits Summer and Fall Tl S | g f .00 ol g
Grapes ______________ Fa 2 .000; 275,000
Green Peas__ April-May 667 2,224 287,984
Onions _________ 2 e
Celery_—— -~
Total Shipments ________.
*1928. Subject to Revision by Additional Reports.

(a) Due to cold storage facilities and semi-non-perishable qualities some fruits and vegetables are shipped in all seasons.



