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Just before
milking time
Lenoir County
Cotton-tobacco
side lines.

THINGS COULD BE WORSE

While there are good reasons for pessimism, yet farm pros-
pects could be worse. We grant that the cotton pests are
severe and will probably become worse. The wheat harvest
was disappointing, but largely due to the extra good yields of
the previous three years. Any way, oats, rye and barley
were good.

This is a good year for hays, pastures, weeds and grassy
crops. Did you know that corn and cane are grasses? Even
tobacco is usually called a weed. Vegetation is generally good
this year. Fruiting may be shortened by unfavorable weather.
The cold spring hurt the fruit crops, but those with good
crops have secured extra good prices. Truck brought good prices.

We now have prospects for goad tobacco production, quality
and prices. Corn is fine. Hays are good and needed. Live-
stoek have good grazing opportunities. Peanuts are some-
what uncertain, due to the wet weather. The purchasing
power of farm products {(see graph below) is increasing in
North Carolina more than elsewhere. The annual Farm Cen-
sus enables the agricultural leaders to most intelligently
analyze acreage and advise farmers from year to year. Through
this agency the guess-work is minimized
and the farmers' infermation maximized.

This State as a whole has fairly good 1926

PERCENTAGE PURCHASING POWER OF PRODUCTS
Months

Diversified
farming
must soon
replace our
cotton.

ARE CROP REPORTS ADVISABLE

“Reasonable or orderly production must precede orderly
marketing. The successful farmer must keep himself posted
months in advance concerning the probable production of the
various kinds of crops and livestock during the coming season,
as well as concerning the requirements of the market.” This is
the consensus of opinion of America’s leading agriculturists.
Manufacturers have long ago found this essential in any form
of production—otherwise competition and variable production
would lead to the same situation that now exists in farming.

“These government crop reports are agin’ the farmers,” is
an idea that the average farmer swallows whole, without
weighing the real facts in the case. Why is it that the best
man in the community may have a bit of scandal rumored
about him and half the public will believe it, with only a few
disputing its probability? This is the way with these crop
reports. Isn’t it probable that those who trade in cotton
rather encourage the farmers into doubting the value to them
of the cotton reports? Yet these same fellows pay handsomely
for their privately collected and distributed information. Why
are they good for the trade (buyers) and not for the farm-

ers (producers) ?
No indeed, crop reports are not harm-

ful to farmers. If the farmers do not
1927

diversification, but in certain of the s T study or even ever see or hear of the
cotton and tobacco counties there is not Cont 12 J““ SIORDIJIF I MIAM|J| I crop reports, yet the fact that they aid
nearly enough balance in crops in these 150 ‘ in stabilizing market prices as they do,
‘“‘cash crop’” counties. There is not 140 | g ] reacts to the growers’ benefits. Then,
good distribution of man and especially o | LIS too, the bankers, supply merchants, and
team labor throughout the year. With MANUFACTURED "'N\ those depending on the farmers’ wel-
the great available choice of crops, dis- 120 PRODUCTS fare read these reports and pass the

WL ol : 1 110 information along to the farmers, some-
tribution of rainfall, variety of soils : :

- : 5 100 times leaving them to marvel at the
and- Siluate; -North Garolu}a Eho}lld 90 knowledge of these ‘“‘wise men.” Why
casily he a voritable fa,rm-el_'s- p.aradls.e. 80 [peseseq, | ey not spend a few minutes each day in
R HOm e enere Y RancE D tatlie nall fe % .‘i.u epotet® self study? This will prove more profit-
do it. s FARM PRODUCTS | able than the way our usual off season

Crying over spilt milk doesn’t bring 60 North Carolina time is spent.
it back. We CAN do much to relieve 50 L 0 5 The accuracy of the reports are self

our individual distress. Study.

evident.

SUCCESS DEPENDS ON JUDGMENT, WHICH DEPENDS ON A KNOWLEDGE OF CONDITIONS AFFECTING ONE'S AFFAIRS
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THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

While corn is the prinecipal erop that is backward over the
United States at large—other crops showing improvements—
cotton is the prineipal erop in North Carolina that now has a
discouraging outlook. This threatening back-set is due to
boll weevils and not to poor growing conditions.

Altogether the agricultural outlook is good for almost all
parts of the State. The wheat harvest was disappointing in
spite of spotted localities where good yields were made. Rye
and barley made very good crops. Western small grain
harvests have been good. A short corn crop in the western
states will probably result in higher hog prices.

The tobacco harvest is in full swing in North Carolina, with
the border markets of the South Carolina Belt opening about
the middle of the month. Good prices were received. The
color and quality are regarded as above the average. Every
available tobacco barn is ‘seemingly in use, according to ob-
servations during field investigations. Farmers are pleased
with this year’s prospects.

The soy bean crop is unusually good, except that the prices
may not be pleasing after harvest. Peanuts are generally
showing a good growth, with irregular stands. It is impos-
gible yet to predict the kind of crop they will make. BExcessive
wet weather is hard on them. The prospects are for a con-
siderable inerease in the production throughout the South.

The fruit crop is especially short in North Carolina, as well
as over the country at large. The peach crop brought good
prices, although many localities in the State had little or no
fruit. The apple crop is especially short in the mountains and
those fortunate enough to have any should get a good price
for them.

Farm Prices

The average price of cotton for May was 14 cents, while
the present price is about 20 cents. The boll weevil and about
a 12 per cent decrease in the acreage is responsible for this.
However, the stocks of cotton are much less than were antici-
pated a few months ago. Corn prices are looking up con-
siderably since the May average of 73 cents per bushel. The
short crop outlook may send it still higher. The short winter
wheat crop has resulted in a higher price for wheat. The
crop in North Carolina in addition to being short, is of rather
poor quality, but the price is holding up steadily.

The Irish potato crop has been bringing very good prices.
The early truck crop in North Carolina brought very good
prices, in addition to unexpectedly good yields. Sweet pota-
toes are bringing very good prices for the early truck crop
moving out of northeastern counties.

Hogs are showing about two-thirds the price they did a year
ago, with eggs in about the same proportion. While this
trend is true for the country at large, better prices are being
received in North Carolina where intensive interest has been
manifested in these two farm products for the past few years.

Altogether the agricultural situation is pointing toward an
especially in aggregate prices. Thus the
purchasing power of farm products is coming more into its
own. In 1921 farm products were worth only two-thirds of
their pre-war value so far as their purchasing power of other
products was concerned. This percentage is now approaching
90 which is the highest level reached since 1925, and except-
ing that, since 1920. See graph on front page and table on
page seven. Grain crops show good values. Tobacco is about
the best, with fruit and vegetables showing up quite well.

optimistic year,

It appears that the most value can be obtained with farm
products, if sold out of season, say June to September. The
habit of selling crops as soon as harvested is very faulty, un-
less supported by good judgment.

THE COTTON CROP

While the North Carolina cotton condition for August 1st
was officially reported to be 78 per cent or 8 per cent hetter
than a year ago and 6 per cent better than for the fen-year
average for this period, the boll weevil and red spider develop-
ments since that time are threatening to materially lower his
fizure before September 1st.

It will be remembered that conditions were discouraging a
year ago. The crop was late and boll weevil ravages were
anticipated. The dry conditions, however, were particularly
favorable to the growth and fruiting of cotton, while at the
same time holding the weevil damage to a negligible factor.
The outcome was the largest crop in the State's history. Such
favorable conditions seemed to have extended throughout the
cotton belt, resulting in an amazingly large production. In
turn, the manufacturers have utilized more than ever hefore,
leaving less stocks on hand than were anticipated.

The acreage this year was reduced about 10 per cent in
North Carolina and 12 per cent through the South, which,
together with the boll weevil prospects, have carried the price
to above 20 cents. The territory east of the Mississippi seems
to be in the throes of the boll weevil ravages,
and Oklahoma do not seem to be suffering materially from
them. The extent of the boll weevil probable effects in the
eastern states is not yet known, but it now appears to be
gerious. Further reduction of the cotton production pros-
pects will probably send the price higher.

while Texas

The National crop prospect is for 13,492,000 bales as based
on the 69.5 per cent condition for the Southern Belt. With the
acreage reduction, rainy weather, red spider and boll weevil
infestation as general as they are over North Carolina, we may
reasonably expect a greatly reduced crop as ecompared with the
crop produced in this State last year.

NEED AND VALUE OF FARM STATISTICS

We are expecting to prepare a convenient size booklet at
an early date for distribution to many now cooperating with
us, and especially to be sent to new reporters. There still
seems to be a large number of reporters who are somewhat
unfamiliar with the proper methods of reporting, as well as
still doubtful of the need and value of these reports. This is
especially true of many county officers and farmers who should
by all means know the true values of the information col-
lected by the Crop Reporting Service. This booklet will be
prepared as simply as possible and will include tables, graphs
and illustrations with which farmers should become familiar.
In order that the reports igsued by the Bureau of Agricultural
Beonomics may be of real value to farmers, this book is pre-
pared to point out the ways to find and to appreciate the mine
of useful information available.

Tobacce Curing Barns in Action, Craven County
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CROP REPORT FOR NORTH CAROLINA

August 1, 1927

CORN

The corn crop, with a condition 85 per cent of normal on
August 1st, was some better than the past ten-year average,
and 4 points better than on August 1st last year. The
48,481,000 bushel crop indicated is 7.3 per cent less than that
harvested last year, due to a slight reduction in the acreage,
but is 9 per cent more than the 1925 crop and over 16 per
cent more than that of 1924. It is about 2.5 per cent less
than the past five-year average crop, however. Corn is look-
ing fine in North Carolina just now and prospects are most
favorable throughout the State due to the good rains. Con-
siderable improvement is noted since July 31st.

Farmers’ reports show that there has been some increase
in the practice of interplanting corn with legumes, and this
year 18 per cent of the total is reported with soy beans and
15 per cent with cowpeas. A considerable acreage in the
upper Coastal counties has peanuts interplanted.

RYE

Although the quality of rye at 83 per cent of normal is much
below that of last year, the average of 13 bushels per acre
yield reported is the same as last year and is 3.4 bushels bet-
ter than the past ten-year average yield. The production
this year will exceed last year by 1 per cent. Farmers con-
sider the crop very good, this being the third year of very
good rye yields.

IRISH POTATOES

Commercial potato shipments this season have far exceeded
expectations as 7,385 cars had been shipped by August 6th,
as compared with 6,549 to that date last year and with a total
shipment last year of 6,708 cars. Some of these latter were
late potatoes coming from western counties. The condition
of the late Irish potatoes averagzed 84 per cent as compared
with 64 last August. The early crop harvestad, combined
with expectations for the late crcp, indicates 7,518,000 bushels
total for the State this year. This is about 1.2 per cent more
than was produced last year and nearly 14 per cent more
than the past five-year average crop. The crop is growing
nicely in the more important areas.

SWEET POTATOES

The outlook is good in the principal producing districts of
eastern Carolina. The condition of 84 per cent is 8 points bet-
ter than on August 1st last year though only 1 point better
than the past ten-year average. The 8,813,000 bushels indi-
cated are slightly below the average for five years past but
about 17 per cent more than were harvested last year. The
more favorable weather this year has resultzd in better
prospects.

TOBACCO

During July tobacco improved wonderfully in North Caro-
lina. The crop is 6 points better now than a month ago and
9 points better than a year ago. The present indication of
421,742,000 pounds will be the second largest crop ever grown

in North Carolina. It is 8 per cent more than last year’s
crop, about 23 per cent larger than the average for the past
five years and represents 37 per cent of the National tobacco
crop. It is also over twice the cerop expected in Kentucky this
vear. A large part of the crop has been harvested but there is
a great deal yet in the field. Barns are going at full capacity.
Rains from July 31st until August 12th have probably done
some damage to that remaining for harvest. The color of the
leaf is unusually good. The leaves have a good body but
are somewhat smaller than last year, due to the cool nights.
The present outlook for the crop is very bright in this State.

HAY

Hay crops are good in almost all parts of the State. Recent
rains have probably improved the pastures and grasses as
much or more than any other crop. With a condition 84
per cent of normal for cultivated hay crops, prospects are the
best since 1923, the indicated production being 926,000 tons
as compared with 686,000 last year and a five-year average
of 752,000 tomns.

The condition of pastures was reported at 88 per cent as
compared with 64 last August and a past ten-year average of
84 per cent. Pastures like other hay crops have been good
since the drought conditions ended June 1st.

SOY BEANS AND COWPEAS

The outlook for the soy bean crop is unusually good. The
84 per cent condition is considerably /better than last year.
The stands are fine and the growth all that could be expected.
The meeting of the American Soy Bean Growers Association,
August 9th to 12th, consisting of tours through the prinecipal
soy bean counties of eastern Carolina, was an eye opener to
many attending the meeting. The growers were conducted
through Beaufort and Hyde counties and the section adjacent
to Elizabeth City. Farmers in these counties state that the
crop is unusually fine this year and that seasons have been
most favorable, A little more rain during July would have
pushed the plants up a little higher, but they are growing
fine now.

The 82 per cent condition of cowpeas is 5 points above
last August and last year’s crop was one of the best cowpea
crops for many years. Weather conditions during the next
month will determine the harvest.

PEANUTS

Although the stands of peanuts are unusually spotted and
broken, the growth of the plants remaining is considered by
growers to be very good. Conditions were much improved
during July and growers report an average 73 per cent of
normal as compared with 79 last August and a ten year
acreage of 79 per cent. The acreage increase this year of
120 per cent over the 194,000 harvested in 1926 is therefore
responsible for the large crop prospect this season. The
214,313,000 pounds indicated is about 12 per cent more than
the 1926 crop and is over 22 per cent more than the average
crop for the past five-year period. The recent rains were not

greatly needed by the peanut crop and may prove to be
somewhat unfavorable.
Continued on Page 6

Here is seen
Cotton on left.
Soy bean hay
following oats.
Corn with beans
in background.
Clean cultivation
and hedge rows.

Eastern

North

Carolina

believes in
making full use
of her farm
lands.

Few idle

fields found.
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Rye CoxprrioN—Per cent of a full (normal)

Average Yield s
: uality— Potatoes, | Potatoes, Hay,
ummhn_u% .WE. Cent Corn Irish Sweet Tobaceo | ay)Pame | Fasture Peanuts

Disrricr AND CoOUNTIES

1926 1927 1026 1027 | 1826 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1626 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927

% | %
DisTricT 1
L 12 10 95 86 83 87
Ashe e e R O 12 19 95 85 70 82
e e e 15 10 88 75 69 72
(e 5E £ D AP e 1] 95 82 72 85
95 80 85 87
97 73 79 86
90 83 67 86
90 80 a0 78
95 81 76 B4
86 62 74 85
102 82 70 90
84 62 08 84
95 65 82 67
Haywood._. T 01
Henderson 83 89
Jackson__. 02 90
MeDowell. 66 94
86 89
v 90
91 87
66 75
Rutherford..._._________ 60 88
Swain 100 | 100 e leeames] (S0 [ SRR 65 (¢ ] PSR | | P
Transylvania ____ 100 90 730 (L e [ Snmien ) WS (i | e 75 80 {0 A sl bantis
Xancay. .. oo 70 89 80 85 84 83 92 75 70 86 90 B¢ 111 i ISR
Western Mountain (W 95 78 80 87 70 85 7 88 74 74 70 86 60 (27 | et e =
DistricT 2
AR, oot s b i s S 11 6 95
BT 13 14 88
20 75
11 02
8 88
12 98
15 100
25 70

Rockingham
Stokes___.___

R e e e e ||| e e ) 52 | I
Central Piedmont (C.) 13 14 94
Districr 8
Anson.....__._ 15 11 78
Cubarrus____ 16 99
Clayeland oo e 13 85
Gaston 14 93
Lincoln 21 83
Mecklenburg 15 95
Montgomery 12 97
Moore..

n Coastal (N.E.)
DistrIcT 6
Beaufort

Craven____
Greene......
Hyde

Columbus_______
Cumberland
Duplin____
Harnett._

TR e B o QR - 80 70 841 _____| 88




FOR NORTH CAROLINA (County Summary) 5

FarM LABOR -
Crop—August 1 GO e el Corrox—August 1

Boll
Soy Beans | Cow Peas So&ﬁi;\igm Apples Peaches Supply Demand Condition Psffl;:geg:a(;fd ?"?&gl Districr anp Countres
ation

1926 | 1027 | 1926 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1026 | 1927 | 1926 | 1927 | 1026 | 1927 | 1926 1927 1926 1527 1927

% % To % % o % % Yo To % % % %o %o %o % % %
DistricT 1
75 88| o 73 93 67 9 70 2 72 92 91 ] e R e e e e e e e e e e Alleghany
____________ 1 SRR B 76 61 12 65 4 90 85 90 91 |. BOEe o w------Ashe
________________________ 69 70 76 10 6318 | S 81 76 81 82 |. i) e e e A var Y
65 87 66 83 68 88 52 43 42 26 86 82 83 RO | Steemtamaen S o) B B | | 0 s o B R Caldwell
75 89 75 83 74 86 75 20 65 21 84 85 85 i L LR D e b B b e R S Surry
TaglETe il QO s 74 80 74 10 66 10 97 90 86 Qo | R [ g BA R e | AR e _Watauga
73 83 74 82 7l 85 74 13 66 11 87 86 91 ()] R ke R S ) (el [ it _Wilkes
70 73 73 77 90 80 67 18 68 14 95 92 105 B e et s e e e e e e LA Yadkin
73 86 7 81 72 8 n 15 64 13 87 86 :Pb) el s SR [ SR PR S ] [ i Northern Mountain (N.W.)
DistricT 4
0 78 87 61 G B e B Sl e s ] e O e Bl Buncombe
3 75 71 G2 7 Bl | AT PR R A T O | O I S S R N S e T e
1 57 R v L L e s b e A R e
1 92 VLIS S S et b e il e e L e R e
0 80 BT D St K TV [ s e B i el el SR e =] [0 Sl
0 94 [P RR et Pl Lot SREe ] ks Sl i A ko it o L e | el MR RN R e ot N B
(14 [Rapad ™ 3 e P L e e e e i s
10 o 014 (Esi 923 IR0 1 | UBEmd cER [ ERR RS i | I Rt I RE i B (B
3 89 93
0 91 100
0 91 92
0 86 100
7 89 89
...... 98| Lo
____________ 110
0 92 96
3 87 91
85 78 85 85 77 85 68 61 50 43 89 91
78 84 78 81 70 75 70 i) 63 | 100 80
67 83 77 70 50 Pl 53 75 33 73 55 80

75 85 75 80 90 7 66 65 56 67 84 93 84 79 - _-Franklin
79 | 101 78 95 72 75 69 45 62 63 83 93 6| 88 |, __Granville
80 93 92 91 75 85 45 60 54 41 89 87 86 -Guilford
80 87 75 [t st 78 25 L e 34 90 03 80 --Orange
____________ 81 725 | 2 ie | G 76 45 57 13 88 85 93 weew...Person
7 83 82 83 77 80 79 29 68 34 88 68 88
50 80 74 88 78 80 83 33 36 33 92 88 b b B e B e L e tokes
...... 80 100 75 100 90 100 74 90 66 100 88 100 1] _Vance
78 69 72 (e e 50 58 71 55 70 88 86 90 Ot i e e s s iR Y Warren
76 85 80 83 7 78 67 51 60 48 87 a7 88 86 69 75 75 85 s e =g M Northern Mountain (N.)
Disgrricr 5
71 90 73 90 71 78 80 49 48 18 87 96 91 88 75 71 75 88 O oetc i sar s L e A Toxander,
67 92 70 91 63 63 78 36 62 24 74 83 84 63 78 68 78 82 (3] s ..Catawba
89 80 90 77 80 00 s () ]} e 54 81 94 78 82 63 81 74 90 14 | _-Chatham
______ OREIEE =S R bt Lo I D [ ] 75 135t Tl b 40 98 78 80 82 12 | Davidson
65 B8 | EEEREA BSR0) 50 90 60 25 40 25 75 73 50 75 69 80 82 86 0 |- --..Davie
76 84 77 83 75 77 67 36 75 23 84 82 87 79 77 77 7l 84 11 |- Iredell
73 86 80 79 83 79 37 68 35 63 100 a0 81 93 72 87 83 91 B85 bt S e R T R R Lee
83 85 84 89 75 78 36 50 23 20 89 83 89 87 70 88 70 91 6 |- --Randolph
87 91 87 90 60 90 68 37 60 28 85 74 36 84 80 7 80 88 3| ---Rowan
91 84 90 80 64 83 59 T4 51 65 89 89 89 91 65 81 79 89 S S T T SR N R O, Wake
79 86 81 84 72 80 61 52 55 38 86 85 86 84 69 79 m 87 1) | et ees ) o e T T Central Piedmont (C.)
DistrIicT 8
...... 75 63 79 50 75 90 46 80 28 95 94 95 87 65 78 77 89 B S L N R AN A B!
86 83 93 88 86 92 60 39 46 19 | 100 84 89 84 83 84 82 92 28] .Cabarrus
60 81 73 78 67 76 86 23 80 9 102 87 80 76 71 84 75 90 ] _-Cleveland
62 84 56 79 76 75 78 37 66 10 94 88 66 75 66 77 77 87 11 |- _-.Gaston
85 75 89 85 76 80 86 30 79 11 100 93 80 83 70 75 83 83 OElS --.-Lincoln
80 91 64 95 59 88 73 30 66 20 85 91 87 87 67 80 67 94 19 |. _--Mecklenburg
...... 87 71 83 82 83 55 61 67 62 98 98 95 90 71 84 72 84 24 |. __.Montgomery
60 80 5 i B 90 56 98 62 67 101 107 97 95 68 82 74 86 B A R e R e o Moore
65 50 58 92 30 77 68 45 68 50 87 85 92 73 75 86 86 92 10 L .Richmond
90 82 91 86 91 88 39 61 47 49 98 94 | 101 93 63 87 78 88 23 |- ---Stanly
65 90 70 89 44 82 55 78 17 52 80 75 84 79 56 78 75 92 P e e ] Union
71 82 75 84 7 80 7 44 66 29 96 90 87 83 67 81 75 89 ] el ol Southern Piedmont (S.)

Disrrict 3

ampton

--.-Pasquotank

_..Perquimans

_____________________ Tyrrell

________________ Washington

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Northern Coastal (N.E.)

DisrtricT 6

90 88 50 10 U RS T | SIS K47 R 34 3 e e i L I el S Beaufort

,,,,,, 92 70 63 2 _-Carteret.
85 90 o EETORI S TOR| SEUTAS S A3 S| SIS 05 8| FEER0 | S T
81 85 84 45
87 83 80 60
85 93 84 71

88 89 77 31 __-Jones

90 94 72 55 --Lenoir
,,,,,, (3 = S e AR s SR s Sl e e e e 2] [
94 Gl B e [ [ =k bt 73 50 67 50

Wi
entral Coastal (E.)
DrstricT 9




6 NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

PRICES PAID TO NORTH CAROLINA PRODUCERS FOR FARM PRODUCTS

1924 1925

1926 1927

PropucTs Unit

per bu.

per bu.

per bu.

per bu.

per bu.

per lb.

per ton
per bu.
per 100 1bs.
per bu.
per 100 1lbs.
per lb.

per bu.
per bu.
per bu.
per bbl.
per bu.
per lb.

per 100 lbs.
per 100 lbs.
per 100 Ibs.
per 100 lbs.
per 100 lbs.
per head
per head
per head
per lb,

per 1b.

per qt.

per 100 Ibs.
per lb.

per doz.,
per 1b,

per ton
per ton
per ton
per ton
per ton
per ton

Sweet potatoes.
Pennuts

Milk Ewhole) retail ___
Milk (whole) wholesale

Clover hay (loose)...
Alfalfa hay éloose)-
Prairie hay (loose)___

CROP REPORT FOR NORTH CAROLINA

Continued from Page 3
FRUIT

Apples: ° Growers report one of the poorest crops of fruit
in several years. The condition on August 1st was 30 per
cent as compared with 69 last year and a ten-year average of
56 per cent and indicates a total production for the State of
2,151,000 bushels and a commercial production of 108,000
barrels. Conditions through the commercial counties are re-
ported much lower than the average for the general farm
crop.

Peach shipments to August 6th totaled 1,610 cars com-
pared with total shipments last year of 2,156 cars. These

were from the Sand Hills. The condition for the State
averaged 38 per cent as compared with 55 last year (August
1st) and a ten-year average condition of 56. The total produc-
tion indicated is 1,281,000 bushels as compared with 2,100,000
last year and a five-year average crop of 1,474,000 bushels.

WEATHER

The month of July had sufficient rainfall, with few areas
of deficiency or excess moisture. The month ended with a
very heavy rainfall in almost all parts of the State, with
continued heavy rains from the 1st to the 12th of August.
This will cause grassiness which it will be difficult to kill by
cultivation this late. It may affect the yield of some crops.
The nights have been rather cool, although the days are not.

INDEX NUMBERS OF NORTH CAROLINA FARM PRICES FOR 1926 BASED ON FIVE.YEAR PERIOD—
AUGUST, 1909-JULY, 1914100

RevaTive Farm Prices O ® g0
cos| e
" BSleES s
— £l % & g 222521553
@ c 32 g (=] a3 o n @ -] 3] B =R e E oS
e8| a| o |o8|88| 2 [Sn|H |wS|ug|=E|a| 8|2 |B|2| 8|8 |~ 288488282
g = = m o B5 55| B |B2| g |BR |58 |84 o A i S i & = S [BapE=@2(8s8
O |2 |0 |K |Ex|wh |0 |CB| < w0 |50 || |@a | |EBE|Q|&|& | B |[<£8<4E|E8%
126 | 170 | 119 | 147 | 304 | 104 | 148 | 135| 126 | 122 | 136 [ 1e2 | 161 | 152 | 207 | 4s| 188 | w71 | 1e7| 182 | 132| 85| 80
127 | 173 [ 116 | 146 | 332 | 205 | 150 | 131 | 120 | 120 | 130 | 168 | 157 | 148 | 210 [ 58| 107 | 185 | 138 | 173 | 13¢ | 104 | s2
122 | 165 [ 109 | 136 | 310 | 184 [ 137 | 10| 120 | 133 | 131 | 146 | 156 | 160 | 230 | 57| 198 | 141 | 158 | 182 | 131 | 162 | 81
120 [ 157 [ 114 | 140 | 365 | 176 | 139 | 183 | 130 | 119 | 10 | 162 | 152 | 180 | 210 | 53| 197 | 180 | 138 | 172 | 130 | 160 | 81
113 | 163 [ 109 | 131 | 361 | 184 [ 138 | 145 | 124 | 135 | 148 | 167 | 162 | 170 | 236 | 59 | 218 | 173 | 163 | 132 | 132 | 160 | 83
112 [ 159 | 11| 130 | 323 | 202 [ 128 | 150 | 120 | 130 | 139 | 146 | 168 | 184 | 223 | 55| 255 | 175 | 161 | 163 | 129 | 160 | 81
113 | 144 | 103 | 133 | 191 | 207 | 128 | 151 | 122 | 145 | 15| 153 | 180 | 177 | 217 | 58| 198 | 171 | 161 | 172 | 130 | 19| 82
111 134 105 138 185 | 202 134 142 126 143 146 149 174 176 | 212 85 203 165 168 172 130 160 81
September. ... 12 [ 132 [ 103 | 133 | 200 | 184 | 137 | 137 | 140 | 147 | 153 | 140 | 172 | 164 | 205 | 53 | 189 | 165 | 165 | 160 | 130 | 161 | 81
October. ... I 1oo | 123 | 111 | 122 | 179 | 154 | 101 | 101 | 118 | 148 | 151 | 173 | 163 | 178 | 200 | 52 | 188 | 168 | 154 [ 179 | 118 | 160 | 74
November.__ J| 104 | 125 | 111 | 123 | 07| 135 o5 | wo| 132 | 140 | 150 | 1o4 | 162 | 188 | 228 | 54| 193 | 170 | 163 | 170 | 16| 61| 72
December ... 101 | 126 111 | 126 | 205 | 159 [ 89| 81| 120 | 130 | 151 | 161 | 164 | 200 | 233 | 49| 191 | 196 | 158 | 175 | 113 | 158 | 72
1627
January.ooo....ooec..-| 99| 127 | 106 | 122 | 200 | 143 | o4 | 88| 116 | 149 | 151 | 168 | 168 | 196 | 237 | 51| 106 | 158 | 154 | 150 | 14| 156 | 73
g8 127 111 121 190 140 101 109 114 141 161 164 169 195 205 5 199 145 158 159 116 155 75
o4 | 127 | 106 | 121 | 191 | 151 | 104 | 126 | 113 | 145 | 163 | 160 | 169 | 171 | 228 | 59| 202 | 120 | 154 | 172 | 18| 153 | 77
od | 121 | 105 | 115 | 188 | 131 | 104 | 126 | 111 | 142 | 166 | 162 | 150 | 173 | 190 | &8 | 106 | 147 | 150 | 167 | 16| 11| 77
92 | 123 | 105 | 115 | 186 | 132 | 113 | 113 | 110 | 140 | 168 | 182 | 152 | 177 | 205 | 61| 206 | 147 | 16| 150 | 18| 10| 70
98 [ 127 | 105 | 115 | 215 | 140 | 118 | 120 | 111 | 141 | 150 | 170 | 151 | 182 | 205 | o | 243 | 138 | 152 | 154 | 121 | 50| 81
103 | 133 | 106 | 112 | 107 [ 167 | 119 | 126 | 118 [ 147 | 171 | 178 | 154 | 172 | 200 | 57| 180 | 141 | 161 | 167 | 123 | 19| s2

Nore: The Price and Production data used in computing this index number are the estimates of the United States Department of Agriculture.

The figures in the index

column represent the price level of the 20 Farm Products shown as compared with the price level of the five years from August, 1009, to July, 1914, as a base (100%). The same

is true of the 20 individual items as shown.



NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

PRICE TRENDS four years and the monthly trend for the past year in the

: : various farm products. The lower table shows the index
: The one thing that most farmers sho.uld be most mtere'sted numbers which mean the present prices as compared with
in, and frequently know ]e'ast abou_t, is the trend of prices. .. oy prices paid farmers. In most of these the prices are
Manufacturers have 'found it ?,ssentml to not only kno_w the naturally higher than they were before the war. On the other
trend of prices during the different months of a se.rles of hand, manufactured products are so much higher than they
JOBLE, DUBStOSEHONE T oRCHUESS and effects of thase prices. In o0 horore the war, that farm products have a relatively low
this My they can anticipate future trends. i purchasing power. During the past two years, the purchasing

There is no d0}1bt that supply and demand control I'eres power of North Carolina farm products reached its lowest
e t]:Ean anything else. The supply means the. avallaple level in November and December, while the July prices indi-
productlon', or frequently the prosp.ective Productlor{,.whmh cated 82 per cent purchasing power of farm products in com-
has some 1nﬂ1}ence. It the_demand is sufficient to utilize -the parison with 125 per cent for manufactured products. While
production without appreciable carry-over or over StOCRH’lg the farm products show an index of 123 or 23 per cent higher
the demand market, prices are likely to be more or less satis- {1,y pefore the war, the non-agricultural products show 149.

Each farmer should be familiar with price trends if he is
to be able to compete in modern farming which more and
more will require a knowledge of farm economics, including
price trends and farm accounting.

factory. Over production usually causes a depression and
unsatisfactory prices.

The tables on the opposite page clearly show ithe trends of
prices for the past few years. August prices are shown for

TRENDS OF FARM PRICES FOR EGGS AND HOGS
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CROP REPORT FOR NORTH CAROLINA—AUGUST, 1927
CoxnprTron—August Ist PropucTioN
Produc-
Croes E}z& 10-year Harvested Indicated by
Average 1927 Condition
LiL020 5-year Average Crop 1926 August 1st
% % 5
(Bl anasa s e bu. 84 85 49,697,000 52,272,000 48,481,000
Wheat (winter) 2o e T bu. *10.1 *10.7 5,435,000 6,303,000 4,076,000
Qatg_—— - -| bu. *19.2 *21.0 5,617,000 6,820,000 5,985,000
Barley . _ S L, pptte A R *24 260,000 390,000 456,000
Rye.... bu. * 0.6 *13.0 834,000 1,352,000 1,365,000
Peanuts.___ Ibs. 79 73 175,234,000 190,120,000 214,313,000
Potatoes (Irish). bri. 181 184 5,424,000 7,400,000 7,518,000
Potatoes (sweet) - bu. 83 84 8,078,000 7,560,000 8,813,000
Tobacco ... 1ks. 77 80 344,425,000 393,190,000 421,742,000
Hay (tame) tens 70 84 752,000 686,000 926,000
Pagturet =i nt T oo o gt P 84 e | S i e e e it
Apples—Agricultural (total) bu. 56 30 4,846,000 5,986,000 2,151,000
Commercial ______ 15563 LR ] Bt o ol s e S 230,000 345,000 108,000
Peaches_..___._. bu. 56 38 1,474,000 2,100,000 1,281,000
(ST ApEa NS S e e e S e S e tons 79 73 6,020,000 6,840,000 5,548,000
ESTIMATES FOR UNITED STATES
(BFa T e R S S B S T s R e R S R W ba. 80.3 71.2 2,767,000,000 2,647,000,000 2,385,000,000
Wheat (winter). bu. *15.0 *17.0 556,000,000 627,000,000 553,000,000
Oats_ bu. 79.4 74.8 1,352,000,000 1,250,000,000 1,279,000,000
Barl bu. 78.4 83.3 193,000,000 188,000,000 249,000,000
Rye._. bu. *13.6 *11.4 63,900,000 41,000,000 61,500,000
Peanuts_ 1ks. 80.5 76.8 670,000,000 627,000,000 810,000,000
Potatoes ( bu. 80.4 83.8 394,000,000 356,000,000 411,000,000
Potatoes (sweet .| bu. 80.7 81.4 81,300,000 83,700,000 87,500,000
Tobacco - | Ibs. 78.3 4.6 1,342,000,000 1,321,000, 000 1,138,000,000
tons 78.0 gég 90,900,000 86,200,000 102,000,000
,,,,,,,,, 79.0 5 A, | e e e e
bu. 58.5 41.8 199,000,000 246,000,000 128,000,000
bbls. 62.3 44.6 33,700,000 39,400,000 24,800,000
Peaches __| bu. 60.4 46.9 54,300,000 69,700,000 44 800,000
Grapes.__ E e 1 5 82.5 81.8 2,100,000 2,350,000 2,540,000

*Yield per acre. tLate crop of potatoes.
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FIRST PRELIMINARY FARM CENSUS
COUNTY REPORTS, 1927

Along with other efforts at efficiency, below are shown the
preliminary county summaries of crop acreages for this year.
These crops are mostly still being cultivated. It is remarkable
to publish the county crop acreages within a few weeks of the
time it is first listed by the farmers.

Some of the problems encountered by us are: (1) The diffi-
culty of getting the reports sent to Raleigh promptly: (2)
Many tax listers fail to follow the instructions and return re-
ports that require considerable editing and reworking; (3)
Most all books have to be re-added or checked for correctness.
We pity the county tax officers if their tax work is in any such
condition. (4) The evident lack of interest and efficiency.
(5) Unsatisfactory or misunderstood pay received by listers

for these records. (6) Variability of annual farm lists and
of taxed acreages. (7) Indifference toward this work by
several County Auditors or Supervisors. (8) The enormous
amount of mathematical calculations necessary toward sum-
marizing 180,000 farmers’ records of thirty-three farm items
into township, county, district and State summaries.

The care necessary to prevent errors is always present. By
using special clerks during July and August, we have been
enabled to use experts this year, due to having the best ones
from the previous vears, Thus this work is developed econom-
ically, expertly and remarkably speedily. The final (official)
printed report will appear in the January issue of the Farm
Forecaster. Preliminary information may be available to agri-
cultural workers prior to that date.

The problem now bhecomes: “How to get the farmers to
studving and using this valuable and basic information?”

Corn and Beans.
Follow crop hay
with hay stock.
Cotton with seoy
beans in middles.
Sweet potatoes
at left boitom.

DIVERSIFIED

FARMING

FOUND IN

MANY
EASTERN

COUNTIES OF

NORTH
Intensive CAROLINA
Tarming,
COUNTY FARM CENSUS ACREAGES FOR 1926 AND 1927 (MAY-JUNE)
DAVIDSON EDGECOMBE HENDERSON SURRY SAMPSON UNION
FARM ITEMS
1926 1927 1926 1927 1926 1027 1026 1927 1926 1927 1926 1927
Number of it lren ¢ I S Qe 1,443 1,402 4,219 3,095 535 665 1,837 1,443 3,265 2,865 2,507 2,589
'l'ntﬂ_l acres in farms . 350,342 | 310,024 | 314,045 | 205,853 200,590 | 348,200 342,301 533,334 548,017 | 387,240 401,548
Cu“_lvated by owners. 68,742 17,944 21,361 24,245 26,147 53,226 59,032 79,486 91,050 70,237 73,408
Cultivated by tenants 29,144 118,005 114,682 9,047 8,598 28,660 21,811 67,873 63,218 62,282 70,219
CROPS
Tobaceo - 4,953 4,549 18,060 21,357 21 3 17,572 222 21
Cotton__. 7,811 4,027 64,405 53,157 14 101 119 66,420 74,936
B e e 25,214 23,199 34,174 33,673 18,201 20,471 35,730 42,707 43,589
Wheat,_-_._.l ........... 25,403 31,315 116 254 1,261 1,049 16,607 4,273 0,011
Oats for i I RN 8,603 6,015 2,794 2,499 1,276 1,109 3,425 15,477 14,655
RS POL TR - cocpu s oo g oS ] R 2220 L L 10 |ocanie=oa E o i SRS 483
Cowpeas grown alone_______________ 1,822 | %4028 425 v .82 248 1,060 1,029 * 1,466
Soy beans grown alone . ____________ 1,642 | * 2,755 1,165 | * 1;198 1,068 [ * 1,280 806 * a3
Peanuts grown alone______________ 141 156 12,459 15,660 15 23 4 190
Cowpeas—double erop.. oo | ) O 1,262 11 b | 1,610
=T S S T 1) - SO [I— 284 | 3,312 ) I 327
Small grains cut green______________ t All 551 T All 1,278 2121 t Al 1,250
All cloversforhay._______.____..._. 1 Hays 2,736 | 1 Hays 707 1,114 [ t Hays 2,181
Other grasses for hay_ t 7,501 3,540 | T 2,49 175 1,337 | 13,232 1,222
Irish potatoes. 670 567 a2 631 1,825 T48 416
Sweet potatoes 1,410 862 715 211 6854 773
Watermelons and ¢ B0 fesaaeaes 401 | oo 17} —————— 214
Other field truck 537 |ooeeeeal 357 | v I 128
SPECIAL FEATURES

Pench trees (bearing age) o ioio oo 12000 1o s 20,624 | oo 42,322 68,838
Gardens (for home use)_._.._....__ L2838 |oomuuncan v 7 | PR 1,553 018
Sows of breeding age...____________ 2,228 |.oo oo 628 |oeeoemes 4,308 593
Hogs sold or slaughtered 11,069 b 3,602 25,023 3,089
Hens of laying age_____ 62,149 (8, 148 71,001 66,273 82,806 | 114,102 105,793
Cows of nulle_‘lg age. 1,378 5,026 4,480 5,263 3,534 6,656 5,271
Ewes of breeding age _ 1 OO0 oo cszaas 207 | 477
Fractiors on SArME. i o S g i 108 Jicsunnanes 80 (oo L | e 325

*Cowpeas and soy beans grown alone inelude those both for seed and for hay in 1927,
tAll hays were reported in bulk in 1926, while in 1927 besides the figures shown, the

{The important hog products are the hogs sold or slaughtered, which may vary widely from the number of sows shown.

They were reported for seed only in 1926.
uereages for cowpeas and soy beans (above)

also included their hay acreage.
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