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Timely Thoughts from Our Governor and Commissioner of Agriculture

BUSINESS METHODS IN FARMING
By Gov. Ancus W. MceLean

“We all know, in every community, some farmers who
seem to have a kind of magic which enables them to maintain
a relative success and security, regardless of bad seasons and
price depressions. It is often a very simple wizardry, such as
any good bookkeeper or thonghtful executive could explain;
a simple planning for results and study of costs and regard
for experience and knowledge of conditions. Sometimes rhls
may be instinctive in the man, but the principle is there and
it underlies his action.

“How ean we reach the average farmer on whom the
prosperity of all of us depends to give to his most important
work the attention, the care and the analysis that are neces-
sary in any other business? We may answer that education
is the real remedy, but we have then to encounter the human
equation of getting a great and tmportant part of the popula-
tion to accept the instruction necessary. Government agencies,
direct or indirect, may and do make available for all who
will study and learn the principles and the knowledge of soils,
of cultivation, of farm methods and economy and of profitable
marketing which are essential to produce the better product
and obtain for agricultural effort an equal return when com-
pared with profits acerning from other industry. Agricul-
tural colleges can and do teach these methods and give instrue-
tion in ThP -xpph('atlou of science to the s0il. We are every day
acquiring a more and more complete understanding of agri-
culture from the point of view of production, but how far
wo have advanced toward winning the average farmer to take
advantage of this knowledge is problematical.

“Tor this lack two things are perhaps respounsible. One is
that the average farmer for one cause or another is a poor
reader. We know how hard it is to get the farmer interested
vitally in the meetings and teachings and demonstrations
which the government provides at great cost for his benefit.
Another thing is that the farmer is an individualist—a fine

Continued on Page 6

NECESSITY FOR CONSTRUCTIVE THOUGHT
ON THE FARM

Wirriam A. Graman, Commissioner of Agriculture

The first and fundamental reason for operating a farm is
to produce crops—enough erops to maintain the home and
to furnish a surplus for the market; and, since the farm home
needs so many things that cannot be produced on the farm,
this surplus for sale is as vital to the farmer’s welfare as are
the amounts consumed in the home and on the feed lot.

The price received for this surplus depends entirely on
whether the market is short on the particular product he has
to sell. It is a prime ncecessity, therefore, for the farmer to
study his markets and carefully adjust his production to the
varying market demands.

Again, the farm home is the farmer’s place of business
where he, working in harmony and codperation with nature,
manufactures his farm products out of the soil and sunshine,
the air and the moisture. Over but oune of these elements
that enter into the produetion of his crops does he exercise
any control and that element is the soil. The amount and
quality of the crop bears a direct relation to the condition
of fertility in which the farmer finds his soil. It is of the
utmost importance, therefore, for the farmer to study modern
methods of soil fertility and soil improvement if he would
keep his physical plant up to its maximum producing capacity.

Amnother matter about which the farmer would better think
twice before he acts once is the ease with which he ean use
his farm as collateral for borrowed money. At one time it was
diffienlt for the farmer to borrow money from the regularly
organized loan agencies, but with the advent of the land bank
he can use his farm as collateral and borrow up to one
half its appraised value. For the average farmer this is both
an advantageous and dangerous financial situation.

The all important question for him to ponder with extreme
care is whether the particular use to which he expects to put
the loan will enable him to repay the sum with interest within

Continued on Page 3
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THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

UNITED STATES

This has been an unusual year in that at the present time
it is impossible to forecast any definite idea of what the crops
may become by harvest time. Ordinarily, the July report is
thoroughly indicative of trends towards final prospects. The
spring and early summer have been so backward and dry
that crops are still in an uncertain stage of development.
Notwithstanding this the carlot movement of early truck crops
has been fully as heavy as last year. Iruit prospects are
for an abundant erop. Pastures and hay crops are apparently
short, due to dry conditions, except in the far West. Stocks
of last year’s hay are low.

The wheat crop is in full swing. In general, the yield has
been heavier than expected where thrashed. While the spring
wheat is less than last year, the winter wheat is much heavier.
World stocks of wheat are less than usual and unusually low
in the United States.

The cotton situation has not changed materially. Tt is gen-
erally known that the carry-over of cotton is heavy and with
the prospects of a erop this year that will be more than the
demand, 14,000,000 hales, the increase in price is not probable.
In fact, with the decreased usage of cotton in women’s cloth-
ing, inereased consumption is not probable. In view of the
2 per cent increase in acreage, there is a good excuse for the
trade to lower the price. The cotton hopper, a new cotton in-
seet pest, is apparently doing serions damage through most of
the Belt. There are several insects that look very mueh like this

“cotton flea,” so that only an expert can tell it. These insects
feed primarily in the buds and growing tips of the branches.
As a result, the tiny squares turn brown or blackish in color
and later drop, leaving a distinet sear. This 18 a peculiar symp-
tom that may be watched for. The insect is very small, usnally
greenish in color. When present in large numbers, the adult
will readily appear like small white gnats, darting among the
plants whenever they are disturbed. Before developing wings,
the hoppers are small green bugs, reminding one somewhat of
plant lice. They remain on the plant and may often be dis-
covered with their beaks inserted in small squares from which
they extract the sap. This insect has only recently been re-
ported in North Carolina.

The large crop of Bright Leaf tobaeco grown last year has
meant a surplus production. While the demand for the Bright
Leaf tobacco has been rather heavier than other types for
smoking purposes, it is probable that an excess production
this year would mean lowered prices. There is a 5 per cent
decrease from last year’s acreage over the United States.
Tennessee and North Carolina are the only states showing
increases in acreage. Gleorgia shows the largest decrease of aﬂ
of the states. The average condition of the erop is 73 per cent.

A matter of considerable importance is that resulting from
the Pig Survey, made as of June 1st. This shows that about
the same number of pigs have been saved as a year ago. While
the sows farrowed was inereased 3.5 per cent and those bred
and to be bred for fall show 86 per cent inerease. The corn
belt sitnation shows no increase in the supply of hogs for
slaughter before next spring. This is presumed to insure sus-
tained prices for a year yet to come. Due to the large inerease
in the fall breeding, a marked reversal of the hog supply is
suggested along with the price situation late next year.

With the prospects for strong hog prices well into next year,
with wheat fairly good, with ecattle “coming back™ in the
West and the dairy industry improving in the East, it appears
that this may well prove to be another season of improyement
in agrieultural conditions. Tn faet, an inquiry sent to thou-
sands of farms all over the United States indicates a better
finaneial return this year than any year since 1920,

PRICE INDEX

In comparison with the purchasing power of 90 a year ago,
this year’s figure shows 87 as compared with the non-agricul-
tural commod]tles being 160. This shows elearly that the
farmers arve greatly handlmppcd in comparison with other
industrics with pre-war conditions. With cotton averaging
16¢ in May and June, in comparison with 23¢ a year ago,
we have reached the point where it will buy only 83 per cent
of “all other commoditics” that it would from 1909 to 1914.
Corn shows an ever poorer condition in that it will make an
exchange of only two-thirds of other commoditics that it
would before the war, Hay, beef cattle and eggs are much
in the same condition. Potatoes have maintained a rather
good relative price and right now wheat, hogs, butter and
wool have good purchasing powers.

AS NORTH CAROLINA APPEARS

Raleigh is near the center of the State and divides the
(loastal from the Piedmont Plateaw region. 1t is fairly repre-
sentative of weather conditions. The rainfall for the past
three months averaged less than 6 inches on July 13th, This
was insuflicient to take care of the plant growth and the
natural evaporation needed. The rainfall on the 13th and
14th was thercfore very mm,h needed. Crops were heginning
to suffer following the favorable seasons of June 10¢h and
20th. Many wells “have become dry.

During observation and investigation trips in almost all
parts of the State it was generally found that ervops were
looking unusually well considering the preceding weather con-
ditious. The improvement has been amazing during the past
month. Even the poor cotton stands are filling out rapidly so
that by September 1st the ragged stands of both cotton and
tobacco will not be particularly noticeable. Altogether the
situation appears to be favorable with the exeeption of it regi-
lar stands in certain sections.

N. C. BUSINESS DEPENDS ON THE FARMERS'
PROSPERITY

North Carolina is primarily an agricultural State. When
the farmers prosper, all interests do, and when the farmers
have no money to spend, then “business iz sorry” in stores,
factories and professional offices. If our rural welfare is so
essential to general prosperity, it behooves the public to give
a maximum attention toward maintaining prosperity on the
farm. The farmer is essentially a spender, and the towns are
the places where he Ieaves his money soon after he gets it.

For several years now, farming has been a losing business.
College graduates are scldom going back to the country, but
are secking town jobs. There are good reasons for this.
Thinking young people want to enjoy certain comforts, as
well as to eke out an existence.

That farming i3 the most independent ]err one can (*]100\9
is often quoted PE]hdp‘i the words ]‘ld])h'{l?‘l‘ttl, “unre-
munerative” and “risky” of profession would cover it hetter.
That there is real cause for concern is evident from the bills
for Congressional farm velief now pending. Satisfuctory ad-
justments must arise locally, however. What those measures
are, must be determined by thinking men really intercsted
in their neighbors’ progperity.

For one thing, farmers should be taught the advantages of
cash and diseounted payments, of ]alldﬂt‘hng his expenses, and
datermining costs of production. Simple bookkeeping is just
as valuable in the farming business as it is in any other
industry. As yet, however, a simple, inexpensive, system has
not heen available. Our North Clarolina Civie Clubs can well
afford to do some constructive work in this direetion.
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NORTH CAROLINA CCMMENTS
COTTON PROSPECTS GOOD

In spite of the adverse weather conditions during April,
May and June, resulting in a greatly belated crop with poor
stands, yet the middle of July finds us with the evidence of
the poor stands gradually being eliminated and the cotton
putting on squares rapidly. Blooming is showing up in many
sections very favorably, with good prospects for a favorable
harvest. Past experience has proven that late springs usually
result in favorable harvests. Dry weather is known to favor
the cotton crop. The late spring is also an advantage in
respect to boll weevil damage. The dry weather puts the
plant roots deep into the soil, safe-gnarding the crop from
minor weather changes. The acreage appears to be about the
same as last year, with a condition of something over 63
per cent of a full erop prospect. This condition was reported
as of June 25th, but the crop has improved wonderfully since
that time.

The greatest criticism of the government reports is that
concerning the publication of reports en the cotton ecrop.
Farmers are lead to believe that if the government did not
publish cotton information that the farmers would be much
better off. This is entirely erroncous as there are probably
over fifty concerns securing private cotton estimates which
would continue to be collected and used while the farmers
and the general public would have nothing to guide them in
the prospective production and the expected outturn in price.
Instead of eriticizing the government reports, farmers should
be feeling and expressing gratitude for this service which
is free to them but for which the cotton trade pays high prices
for their privately collected information.

TOBACCO

The State’s tobacco outlook is quite good in spite of the
66 per cent condition reported the first of the month. While
the stands are irregular, averaging about 84 per cent of a
full stand, yet with the probable 3 per cent increase in acreage
there is a chance of making a good crop. The July 1st indi-
cation was for 305,000,000 pounds as eompared with 378,
000,000 harvested during the past season. In traveling in
almost all parts of the State during the past month our
observations have heen that the tobacco crop is quite healthy
and although the early June conditions were becoming un-
fayorable, the past month has resulted in good seasons, favor-
able growing weather and good cultivation,

CORN IS GOOD

The 83 per cent condition of the corn erop in North Caro-
lina indicates a rather good crop, and especially so in com-
parison with last year’s erop condition. In spite of the dry
weather corn has seemed to hold its condition better than
most all other erops. 1t fairly jumped during the past month
following the more than three months’ drought, ending June
19th. With a probable slight inerease in acreage, the prospect
is for about 45,000,000 bushels which is more than was made
last year but almost 4,000,000 bushels under the five-year
average. The August 1st report will probably show a crop
quite up to the usual.

WHEAT

The wheat crop for the past three years has been unusually
good. This year’s yield while estimated at 12 bushels is gen-
erally reported to average more than that. With an acreage
of 467,000, there is a probability of the harvest being more
than 5,500,000 bushels. The quality is estimated at 92 per
cent which is evidence of fine development. The stocks re-
maining on farms, brought over from last year, are 40,000
bushels.

UNFAVORABLE FOR OATS

The oat crop suffered more during the past winter and
spring than any other of the small grains. While the yield
averages about 21 bushels, the crop was very small in growth,
especially the spring oats. The yield of spring oats was 18

bushels per acre and the fall, 24, the quality of the entire
crop being estimated at 82 per cent. The crop was estimated
as having 297,000 acres which indicates 6,200,000 bushels.
This appears to be the first time that the oat production has
exceeded that of wheat in North Carolina since 1899.

IRISH POTATOES

To show the difficulty of safely forecasting crop yields, we
have the instance of this year’s early Irish potato crop in
North Carolina. Undoubtedly we had the worst spring pros-
peets for many years. It was cool and late; then came two
freezes killing many plants down to the ground and many
fields were left with very bad stands. The outlook at that
time was very discouraging. The best authorities reported
very bad conditions. We were criticized for estimating a crop
about “equal to last year’s.” Now that the crop is practically
all harvested, we find the production much surpassing last
year’s and that it may even go beyond 6,000 cars of shipped
potatoes. Incidentally, there is no reason why the North
Carolina potato acreage should not be increased, for the gov-
ernment inspection has resulted in better prices and the
freight rates give North Carolina an advantage over crops
produced further South.

The fall potato, grown in the mountain counties as certi-
fied planting stock, 1s increasing in production and according
to tests is better and cheaper than the Northern grown potato.
There is an unlimited expansion possible in this area.

UNITED STATES JULY 1ST COMMENTS

While this Forecaster is intended primarily for North
Carolina reports, many are interested in the United States
crop data. This is why our summary is brief. The National
corn, spring wheat and tame hay crops have the same acreages
as a year ago. Winter wheat shows 19 per cent increase in
acreage. The production of winter wheat is forecasted at 43
per eent more than last year and appreciably more than the
five-year average, while spring wheat is considerably below
last year and the average. Oats show a slight increase in
acreage and a decrease in yield from last year and the usual.
Peanuts are indicated at 4.4 per cent decrease in acreage, 75
per cent of a normal crop and appreciably below last year’s
and the usual yield. These represent the smaller types of
peanuts primarily.

The fruit crop over the country is regarded as unusually
good. The Georgia peach crop is larger even than was ex-
pected. The Irish potato erop shows a 2 per ecent increase in
acreage, 81.4 per cent condition and 334,000,000 bushels pro-
duction which is about equal to last year and 15 per cent less
than the five-year average. The sweet potato outlook is for
8 per cent more than last year and 19 per cent below the
five-year average. Tobacco shows a 5.6 per cent decrease in
acreage, except the Bright Leaf type which is increased. The
yield per acre is expected to average 687 pounds, giving a pro-
duction appreciably less than last year and the five-year
average. More favorable recent weather conditions will prob-
ably change this situation by the August 1st report.

Necessity for Constructive Thought on the Farm

Continued from Page 1
the period of the life of the loan. If he cannot satisfy him-
self on this point he would better leave the money in the
bank and try strict economy a little longer in an effort to get
the things he must have without risking the loss of his home
for what may prove an expensive luxury rather than an
economic necessity.

If the present-day farmer expeets to keep abreast of the
times he must take advantage of every opportunity to study
his business with special reference to other allied businesses,
because farming and all other lines of industry are so inter-
related that the failure of ome greatly retards the progress
of the other.
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COUNTY CROP CONDITIONS F
Corn Winter Wheat Oats Potatoes (Irish) CcO?
"5 3 9
A\remg%}&;e%ic:rer Acre Average
) Average d vield per Sweet Ha Clover
County Condition yie;&cdrémr o = ﬂ:-:ﬁl;f Condition P:)tu{ocs Tobacco (all m’]’“e) torhay Pastur
pring all or i
oats winter oats potatoes
Per cent Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Per cent Per cent Per cent Pei cent Per cent Per cen
Alamanee. ... oo oo 85 10 35 40 32 68 78 4 60 48
Alexander __ 86 12 20 20 ey (e ——— 85 68 68 60
Alleghany 81 12 (. 75 92 80 88 71 75
Anson .. 70 ko R | [N — 25 90 75 L1 (S 55 58
Ashe__ L ST | (SO 100 100 53 75 70 67
Avery._. 73 61
Beaufort. 93 77
Bertie___ 8 45
Bladen 84 64
Brunswick . 82 58
Buncombe . 90 73
Burke. .. 86 39
Cabarrus _ 75 50
Caldwell . 90 65
Camden . _ 87 50
Carteret __ 85 63
Caswell___ 7 58
Catawba_ 88 56
Chatham . Sa 76 54
Cherokee . 97 88
Chowan __ 80 67
Clay______ 00 60
Cleveland 75 56
Columbus . 89 61
Craven.._.___ 81 70
Cumberland._ . 80 56
Currituck___ 82 85
Dare .. 90 100
Davidson T4 59
Davie. il 41
Duplin___ 98 73
Durham.___ 76 57
Edgecombe._ 92 74
Forsyth. . 90 52
Franklin.. 73 53
aston - 68 44
Gates_.___ 80 60
Granville _ 80 61
Greene.__ a1 80
Guilford 76 55
Halifax. 89 67
Harnett__ 7 58
Haywood 87 91
Henderson. . - 87 62
Hertford._ 83 50
Hoke.__ 85 38
Hyde. 83 88
Iredell __ 79 54
Jackson 95 62
Johnston _ 83 52
ones___ 41 74
Lee ___ 74 i1l
Lenoir__ 84 55
Lincoln ... ____________ 75 48
MeDowell ______ ... 87 53
Macon._.__ 87 51
Madison__ 96 98
Martin___.__ a1 55
Mecklenburg 63 35
Mitchell_____ 92
Montgomery._ ___ . o iiiciiocaaa.
Moore ... __
Nash__._______.
New Hanover
Northampton
Sampson_____
Seotland__________________________
R 83 12 18 24 65 66 71 66 65 58 63
BB ssmmnnasaus 77.9 15.4 20.0 29.0 104 .3 81.4 3.7 73.1 i 0 S E— 77.0
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4Y 1, 1926—NORTH CAROLINA

N OF i Wheat Corn Oats Ezg Farm Wages Cotton
Production -
s Per cent Per cent Per cent By the By the Per cent of
Sorghum & Sor B average Date of
anuts | Soybeans | Cowpeas Apples Peaches c(:gx: f:;r I(;‘xzishzrr?(lij ](;)z"h;rn‘)g 1(;.[210}1(;:'[?(1? num&e; ;ggs “TSP;& wi{tiﬁgut Condition apz}';‘,}if;r ﬁ{?l@ bloom
STUR) | Tuly 1, 1926 | July 1, 1926 | July 1, 1926 ggr ey board board stand 18 year
r cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Number Dollars Dollars-cents | Per cent Per cent July
8 0 .6 39 1.87 68 64 July 18
16 5 2 43 213 59 63 July 19
9 6 5 45 2.00
18 0 4 38 1.75
1 vy U IS SR | e
14 22 4 52 2.00
53 0 A4 45 1.88
38 SRR 5 35 1.90
48 0 4 40 1.67
19 0 D 40 1.75
5 0 5 43 2.00
21 0 8 43 2.33
14 6 5 35 1.50
12 25 8 45 2.25
28 0 5 40 2.00
LT R P s Eoy o 4 40 2.30
6 45 4 33 2.13
12 2 .5 40 1.60 74 73 July 15
12 20 4 38 1.58 58 60 July 15
18 [i] . 30 RO i, Sl R st o e T e
2 30 1.50 63 78 July 11
5 53 D e e i
i) 35 1.78 61 66 July 12
i) 38 1.50 75 76 July 3
4 40 1.75 74 74 July 8
.6 35 1.60 59 66 July 6
8 37 1.75 43 63 July 20
A 50 LR R Dol B D i e L
4 35 2.33 69 74 July 21
6 36 2.00 76 July 17
. 38 1.75 67 78 July 6
£ 38 2.33 48 55 July 15
3 35 1.39 67 76 July 11
4 40 PED0E R SN R S R o S R R
4 43 1.80 54 60 July 17
4 37 1.92 57 68 July 17
3 40 2.00 55 79 July 14
4 40 2.70 75 BUT2ER N P
8 39 1.81 76 81 July 5
.5 57 Pl o] et Pt D) It el Ml < 9
b 37 1.31 64 74 July 15
4 51 2.62
.3 43 2 .50
4 41 2.75
4 50 2.50
4 37 1.42
8 31 1.47
4 36 1.92
S 16 T e s S 2.13
4 38 1.88
i) 30 1.50
B 37 1.92
3 45 1.93 71 il July 10
=Y 50 2.25
B 46 2.02
) 40 2.05
-6 50 1.75
.6 39 1 66 70 77 July 14
4 41 1.75 60 67 July 16
.5 53 L e e e [ T p R
b 44 1.79 62 70 July 9
2y 38 1.75 63 73 July 11
4 36 1.71 57 72 July 15
7 | W 1.50 e e | e e O e
i 36 1.75 64 70 July 15
3 40 1.50 67 79 July 8
.6 38 151 e T Dl A ) R AR B s e e
£ FE N e S e I 2.25 63 93 July 18
5 50 1.75 78 75 July 13
A4 30 1.67 80 85 July 13
4 41 200 S e e s L T e e R
4 42 1.59 69 79 July 6
e e s B s 68 70 July 15
1 b 45 2.38 69 69 July 15
0 J 25 1.63 57 69 July 13
0 b 32 1.50 57 65 June 30
2 0 6 33 P [ S | el ) IR ey e
50 82 75 68 61 AUEEN A _“l 1 21 10 4 38 1.88 58 68 July 14
________ 50 60 55 50 63 7 16 0 .6 36 2.00 64 70 July 10
75 83 73 L e e LnfE S R srein L L 6 0 5 37 1.45 68 68 July 5
________ 70 70 45 it} T Rl el (R ESTar e oty 47 17 4 35 1.48 61 66 June29
9 b VL July 12
3 .5 2
0 4 2.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 4 2.
_____________________________________ 5 2.
5 2y
,,,,,,,,,,,, 8 1.
3 1.
4 1. July 16
July 8
July 8
July 13
July 12
Tk e BB FERRE RS S 73.1 73.3 IS el | e B ] L e | S e R | e Vi bR e e
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DO YOU KNOW?

How does estimating differ from guessing? In estimating
several known factors influencing the situation are weighed
in determining a final result. In guessing these influential
factors are not taken into consideration. Crop report statisties
are true estimates.

ITow does reasoning differ from knowing? Many reporters
claim that they do not know ecertain information asked for
in our reports, yet when we reason with them we find that
their information is very valuable. We desire our estimates
based on reasoned replies even if the conditions are not alto-
gother known exactly.

How does a trend differ from exactness? Much like the
preceding thought, a trend is an indication, so to speak, a
weather vane pointing in general directions. Those aec-
quainted with the situation are usually acquainted with the
trend of things when they do not know exaetly what the real
situation or the results may be. Business successes are based
on drawing conclusions from trends. Farmers too often do
not take advantage of this type of reasoning.

Approximation differs from absoluteness because as a gen-
eral situation, especially in farming, eertainty is never known,
because tomorrow may through unforeseen circumstances
eradicate today’s certainty. Based on previous experiences,
however, approximate conditions and results may be expressed
with a fair degree of assurance of its ultimate achievement.

We wish our reporters would take the above thought in
mind when filling out schedules sent them for reports. They
should remember that our reports ave the results of reasoned
opinions and judgments. We do not expeet absoluteness, ex-
actness nor guessing in their reports, but rather we want
reasoned out estimated information. It is too frequently true
that farmers depend on the thoughts and reasoning of others
rather than on their own deductions. Because they are not
accustomed to reasoning out conclusions, it is not going to
aid them in their final success. Just as other industrics have
found it advisable, so will farmers find that it pays them to
spend more of their time in study and research, rather than
putting their whole time into physical exertions.

NORTH CAROLINA

DISTRIBUTION OF HENS AND SOWS, 1925

LAYING HENS

Mountair Counties

Distribution of HENS of Layiny Age.
Each Dol represents (000 hens.
June 1925 Census.

SWINE OI' BREEDING AGE

The dotted map, showing where sows
of breeding age are located in this State,
should be of interest to those expecting
to market their surplus stock. The
work begun by our Swine Specialist,
W. W. Shay, is yielding good results
now as indicated by the frequent carlot
shipments from different counties. Be- E
tween his feeding and profit-making ex-
tension educational work, it may be ex-
pected that the swine industry will con-
tinue to show increased numbers and
advancement in this livestock field. Re-
member that each dot represents fifty
head of mature swine.

Distribution of SOWS of Breedmg Age.
Fach Dol Represexls 50 Sows.
June 1925 Tarm Census.

The accompanying graphiec map,
showing the distribution of hens in
North Carolina, indicates that farm poul-
try is fairly evenly distributed over the
State, according to the Farm Census re-
sults of last year. There does seem to
be a certain amount of concentration,
for instance, in the territory adjacent to
Asheville, that between Randolph and
Catawba counties and centering around
Greene County in the Kast. Doubtless
these concentrated areas will show large
shipments of poultry this year. The in-
creased interest in this activity ig an
important feature of farming.

NORTH_CAROLINA

THE COTTON REVIEW

The price of cotton this year will probably be lower
or higher than the present price, depending upon the
later prospective production above or below 14,000,000
bales. A 14,000,000 bale crop will give about the same
world carry-over of 5,400,000 bales of American cotton.
The annual consumption is about 14,000,000 bales. There
was a decided inerease in the yield per acre for the United
States during the past two years. The acreage has also
inereased.

With the prospective increase in acreage this year, con-
ditions of weather or insect damage must be decidedly
adverse to prevent a larger carry-over from the 1926 crop
which would result in a lowered price level if the crop
is over 14,000,000 bales. The North Carolina conditions
richt now show a decided lateness and very irregular
stands in the cotton belt, due to excessively dry weather.

Business Methods in Farming

Continued from Page 1

and proper quality in itself but oae that has its drawbacks
when it is applied to a pursuit waich is in natural competi-
tion with every other trade, calling and industry—all without
exception more and more highly organized. No legislature,
no governmental agency, no practice of ‘cussing out’ the
buyer of his products, no goodwill and respect for the farmer
is going to help him greatly until he decides to help himself.
He can do that only when he learns his situation, takes aec-
count of his disadvantages and realizes his opportunities to
improve his methods, by thinking and acting in his own
interest as his trade competitors do.

“It 1s only as the farmer comes to think of himself in
business and to use business methods in his daily tasks that
the people as a whole, in industry, trade or the professions,
will remotely approach a proper use of and profit from our
State’s rich endowments. A prosperous agricultural industry
is the prime necessity not only in North Carolina but in
America today.”
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INCONSISTENCY

That farm products are not on a parity with products of
other industries should be not only recognized but should be
corrected. That the more progressive or ambitious farm folks
are leaving the farming profession for more remunerative,
comfortable and “respectable” work, is quite apparent to the
rural social economists. Peasantry is growing. That farming
is the most complicated, hazardous and least independent of
all businesses is appreciated by only a few of the town people
upon whom the farmers must depend for their cash aid.

The average consumer of clothing and food seldom realizes
what price the producers of the raw materials get out of what
is finally paid. So long as these and many other inconsisten-
cies continue to the farmers’ disadvantage, it will be difficult
to convinee our most essential producer that he should he con-
tent and loyal in his work. Farmers lose if they either make
big crops or if they make small yields. Others decide the
prices.

There certainly is an inconsistency in the present catton
situation. There is a carry-over of cotton that would last
the country for only a few months, yet it will keep for years.
The world wants 14,000,000 bales of American cotton annu-
ally, but if we grow more than that, down comes the price,
out of all proportion to the surplus. It is inconsistent with
the price of underproduction. The present 17 cents priee is
less than what it costs the average grower to produce it. The
average mill is not making cotton goods under losing candi-
tions. It closes down first to resume when prices justity—
a thing that farmers cannot do.

The biggest opportunity for our wonderful City Civie
(lubs to take a constructive interest in, is to win the interest
of our unfavored farmers by really doing something to put
the agricultural industry on a parity with other producers.
Mere advice without works is not going to convince them.
Their suspicion is the result of past misfortunes, like getting
a finger burned. Win their confidence and they will more
than repay through community prosperity. They have been
neglected too much in social ways, too.

CENTRALIZED GOVERNMENT

There are a certain percentage of the people who are

against centralized government. These are to be found
particularly in County Court Houses, they forgetting that
they are a part of the centralized government of their
county, State officials for the State, and the Federal men
form the centralized group for the Nation. The Republi-
can form of government devised this method as being
hest for law enforcement and for the best service to the
people as a whole.

Think what the cost would be if all of the government
and law activities had to be functioned within the county
itself. The cost would be somewhat more than three
times what it is at present and not nearly as efficient.
Many think that the power of the county is taken away
by State and Federal laws. There are many advantages
to centralized systems of government; for instance, edu-
cation, good roads, prohibition, mail service, transporta-
tion and other public service utilities. Many of these
become investments rather than mere expenses for the
taxes paid. For instance, the road tax saves us money
in our road transportation.

An illustration of the lack of ceniralized control is
shown in the case of the farmers. Each farmer thinks
and aets for himself. Many think they need no leader-
ship or centralized control. Thus they think the govern-
ment and all industries are making prey of them. They
have no confidence in even those agencies striving to
proteet and advance their interests.

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Over one hundred agriculturdl teachers attended the summer
school at Raleigh recently. All of these visited the Crop Re-
porting Service offices and spent some little time digging out
data pertaining to their local conditions, from the 1925 Farm
Census books. Several expressed surprise at the information
they obtained. We regretted very much that certain counties
had the desired township information lacking altogether, or
else it was in such poor form that it was not usable.

Through this educational agency we can see an increased
demand for and probably the awakening of local officials to-
wards better Farm Census reports. We regret thus far to
learn that the county officials are rarely interested in this and
too seldom appear to have given this duty nearly the atten-
tion it needed. Until local interests, like the vocational teach-
ers, get after their county officials showing them that the
information is needed locally, it will be impossible to obtain
the reports as complete as they should be.

The vocational agricultural instruetion is growing quite
rapidly. With local agricultural data available it is in-
evitable that this instruetion will become increasingly valu-
able. Too little of the business basic information has been
utilized in their education. Until our farmers put more think-
ing, research, planning and forecasting into ¢heir business,
that great nightmare “Uncertainty” will continue to over-
shadow their problems.

AS THE FARMER SEES IT

The writer counts himself familiar with most of the
farmers’ problems in North Carolina. That these problems
are real and menacing, he appreciates and thoroughly
sympathizes with the farmers. There is no more unsyste-
matie, hazardous, or less appreciated industry.

He walked, on the 14th of May, into a prominent county
official’s office when a well-dressed, intelligent man of
about fifty years of age broke into the conversation,
ridiculing the State and Government field men for trying
to ruin the eountry by setting fires to the forests, raising
unjust taxes and otherwise acting as parasites on the
public. The County Official seemed to think that this
was reasonable, forgetting that he was one of them, and
then broke in with the statement ‘‘There are lots of
farers making good money and if some of them can
make, why ean’t others? I know of a trucker who comes
here every day in the year and brings fresh vegetables
that he grows himself. Why he has grown beans and
other spring truck and marketed it all through the winter
months. The beans sold at 15 cents per quart. At that
rate, a man ought to make a fortune on a small truck
farm.”’

Having been reared on a fruck farm and knowing of
the finances of this same truck farm for the past several
yvears, I can say that while we are supposed to be making
good money, that each of the three past years have shown
definite losses in spite of good local markets available.

‘When a farmer attempts to put a value on his own
time and that of his family, the average person thinks
he is unfair as their time ‘‘is worth nothing.”’ If the cost
of crops were reliably caleulated on the same basis as
other industries prepare their costs, the average farm
product in North Carolina would show from 25 to 50 per
cent annual loss in producing it, but since the farmers
work for whatever they can get out of the crop, con-
tributing theirs and their families’ time, growing most
of their subsistence on the farm, the cost factors are
usually not known. This much is true, the more am-
bitious young people are leaving the farm because it does
not offer opportunities nearly as attractive as those avail-
able in towns. The rapid increase in tenantry and of
idle acres is self-evident of the trend.
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SEEN ALONG THE ROADSIDE

We hear much of the book and desk farmer, but a
different kind was encountered in Robeson County this
month. He had on a nice straw hat, white shirt and over-
all trousers. He had a nice cigar in his mouth and a hoe
in his hand, working in his cotton field. A short distance
behind, there were two girls and a lady, probably their
mother. The girls had on silk stockings and very attrac-
tive dresses, rather large hats and well-stockinged arms,
also hoeing the cotton. Any one could tell at a glance
that these were the family and owner of the farm. Labor
was evidently not available.

In Pender County several fields were passed where the
farmer’s entire family from the grown-ups to the three-
vear olds were planting out tobacco. This scene was not
uncommon, If it is against the law for children to work
in other industries, why not in farming? If this be en-
forced on the farm, many farmers would have to go out
of business.

In talking with another prominent farmer, he was asked
concerning the farm labor situation. His reply was that
there was no ‘‘situation,”” it was simply a predicament.
He had three girls between the ages of fourteen and
twenty wvears of age. They refused absolutely to help
with any field work. ITe only had one boy eleven years
old, who helped him. He was complaining that his girls
did not fail to help get rid of the meagre income he had
through their expensive dressing and the use of his auto-
mobile,

It occurs to us that there should be no more occasion
for the farmer to be compelled to use his family in the
field than should those who own manufacturing and other
industrial plants.

THE BOOK AND DESK FARM ADVISER

A young man was hailed along a farm roadside. *‘Air
ve goin’ fer farm here this yer?” ““Well, T hearn thet ye
been to de State College and T wants to tell ye thet book
larnin’ and farmin’ is two diffent things. But ye will
larn—if ye sticks long enough. Them air clothes is too
good to get much work out of.”’

This farmer didn’t take into account that the State
College agricultural students were raised on farms and
that their schooling had simply taught them the WHY
of various methods. Approved and PROVEN methods
had been learned. Reasons for actions and results had
been taught them. Instead of using a few local farmers’
advice, they had gained the benefits of the findings of
thousands of the best farmers.

Some one said: ““Oh, he is one of them desk advisers,
who sits up and knows it all.”’ We know that this has
been applied to us.

Perhaps we are more familiar with more crops and the
manner of their growth, cultivation, harvesting and dis-

position in North Carolina than any single farmer in the
State. In fact, we should be, for during the year we
must travel over the State and htll(l}' ﬂlese things closely.
Don’t think that Desk Advisers sit at their desks all the
time, or that their travels ave filled with ease and
pleasures. But, then our information is the RESULTS of
what hundreds ot our best informed farmers report to us.

CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF NORTH CAROLINA
PEACHES 1925 SEASON

The accompanying dot graph shows the prineipal peach
territory of the Sand Hill area in Moore, Montgomery, Rich-
mond, Hoke and Scotland counties. This area k]_llppr'(] last
vear 2021 cars of peaches. Each dot represents one car.
Needless to say, many were shipped out hy truck in addition
to those canned and otherwise disposed of. The total produe-
tion in this area pr obably reached 2400 equivalent cars.

This year's peach erop is variously estimated from 1600
to 1900 cars for quantities to be bhl]]p(‘(]. The condition since

the April freezes has been very problematical. A month ago
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the sitnation was very serious as the drought was telling on
the size and causing dropping of the fruit. The condition
last reported was 60 per cent of a full erop prospect. Some-
thing like 28 per cent in the inerease of bearing fruit trees was
reported for this year.

With the government inspection service and more husiness-
like methods being employed t]n'nugh cooperative marketing,
the North Carolina peaches have been bringing a premium on
northern markets. Inecidentally, peaches can be grown almost
anywhere in North Clarolina to perfection, provided the same
care and attention is given as is practiced in the Sand Tills
peach territory. Quality peaches cost in labor and materials.
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