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CROP RETURNS

For the farm population of North Carolina as a whole,
the financial situation this year is considered good from
the standpoint of crop returns. This is true in spite of the
prevailing drought that was so depressing throughout most
of the Piedmont and Mountain counties during the summer
months.

Corn with a produetion of 1,585,000 bushels less than
last year will be worth about $6,191,000 more at current
prices.

The cotton crop will be worth about $120,384,000 or $37,-
000,000 more than last year. This is due to increased acreages
and heavier yields.

Tobaceo prices averaged about $17.40 per hundred pounds
during September which was much lower than last year.
Improvement during October is expected. At present prices,
the 14 per cent larger crop this year will sell for $26,750,000
less than the 1924 crop. The average price for the season
is expected to show an improvement on this estimate, how-
ever.

The combined value of the three erops, corn, cotton and
tobacco, will be approximately $209,000,000 or $27,000,000
more than the combined value last year.

Oats, sweet potatoes and peanuts are valued at consider-
ably more than last year’s crops, while wheat, barley, rye,
Irish potatoes, hay, sorghum sirup and fruit crops are sub-
stantially less.

Unfortunately North Carolina has not arrived at that
stage of diversified farming where the failure of a single
crop no longer proves disastrous. The Southern Piedmont
counties, depending in a large measure upon cotton as a
money crop, are finding difficulty this year in making their
operations pay. A short hay crop in that section this year
means a market for the crops from other counties and
possibly better prices to those who have it for sale. Current
prices are very little higher than last year, however, as
this State usually depends in a large measure on imported
hay for its supply. The Coastal counties have been favored
with a most profitable season in everything when compared
with crops in the Western counties.

Reports early in the summer indicated disaster to the
Mountain and Piedmont farmers. More definite facts as a
result of the harvest have been enlightening. The average
farmer is about to conelude that his crop returns this season
are some better than he had thought and that he will he
ready to weather the storms for another crop year.

CORN

The farm price of corn on September 15th averaged $1.43
per bushel. The crop in North Carolina was 70 per cent of
normal, indicating 42,929,000 bushels this year. At the pres-
ent price this crop will ke worth $6,191,000 more than last
year’s crop, although the production will be 1,500,000 bushels
less, current prices being considerably better than last year.

COTTON

The publication of cotton crop prospects on October Sth
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture was the occasion
of a slight depression in the market price of cotton. On
September 1st a crop of 13,740,000 bales was indicated by
reports from farmers. Dmmg thc month of September an
unprecedented amount of the crop opened; conditions became
more favorable to the late developing erop. The season had
been unusually good for harvest and farmers reported that
their yield was turning out better than they had expected. As
a result of these facts their reports on Octoher 1st showed
an indication of a crop of 14,759,000 bales, over one mil-
lion more than the estimate Septembel 1st.

A lower price for cotton was the Inevitable result, as the
buyer and consumer must make the price cammcnqurdte with
the expected demand. If through the season smaller crops
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should be reported than is actually the case and higher prices
paid, consumers would have a larger crop on their hands
than they had expected. Asa result of the high price, farm-
ers’ plnntmrrs next year might have been larger and the de--
mand for the 1926 cotton crop would ocltamly have heen
much less. The market of the 1926 crop would then have
resulted in a bigger loss than the farmer will suffer as
matters stand.

This is no defense of the present price of cotton since the
price of manufactured cotton goods is usually out of propor-
tion te that of the raw product. However, the report was
considered by some as damaging to the falmor Were these
reports not expected and published, it is quite possible
that private estimates could have controlled the market to
such an extent that the price would have been still lower.

The North Carolina crop had a condition 66 per cent of
normal, indicating a yield per acre of 252 pounds and a
pmductlon of 1,150,000 bales compared with 825,000 bales
last year. This is an increase over the Sept.enﬁ)er 16th
report of 18,000 bales and an increase over the September 1st
report of 47,000 bales. Ginnings to October 1st were 392,970
bales which was 384 per cent of the indicated crop. Last year
the ginnings to this date were only 4.4 per cent of the total
mop Boll weevils are credited with 10 per eent damage
to the crop and dry weather with about 24 per cent.

(Continued on page 2)
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CURRENT CROP FORECASTS FOR NORTH CAROLINA

Condition ] i
of erop Indicated by Production forecast qA“ ﬂg‘agi Dril“‘.e Approximate
October 1, 1925 per acre from condition Bl 0.11(1,12;01' 2 1925 crop
Per cent e
Grain crops:
......................... 70 17.7 bu. 42,920,000 bu. $1.43 § 61,388,470
Harvested
.................... July 11.0 bu. 5,005,000 bu. 1.73 8,658, 50
July 19.3 bu. 5,327,000 bu. 74 3,941,980
July 22.0 bu. 184,800 bu. .90 166,320
July 11.3 bu. 791,000 bu. 1.49 1,178,590
General erops:
DO . e e s e e A S N S e 66 252  1lbs. 1,150,000 bales 219 120,384,300
Sept. price
TSRO o mese e i s e e e W 631  1lbs. 316,963,000 lbs. 174 55,151,562
Potatoes (sweet, e 64 81.9 bu. 8,438,000 bu. 1.45 12,235,100
B T E ) I ——— 53 58.3 bu. 3,089,900 bu. 1.72 5,314,628
Hay (Bl oo oo vane ezt e m e —ae s s mmm o = 1,346  1bs. 547,998 tons 18.80 10,302,362
L T S . 75 975  1lbs. 176,475,000 Ibs, 07% 12,353,250
Sorghum cane (for siTup) oo 58 64.9 gals, 1,832,522 gals, .90* 1,649,270
Cowpeas (forpeas). oo o iioc o ciimiaanidiamnanasas 58 9.6 bu. 1,654,128 bu. s Ll et
Soybeans (F0r DOANS) . oem oo icmemsssom i ml cim st c e o n e a s 4 14.1 bu. 2,432,250 bu,. NS | e
Fruit:
Apples (botal) o 41 3,007,000 bu, 1.05 3,157,350
ADples (COMMErsial). oo eimmmmme e e e see 41 150,000 bbls, 3,20 480,000
Poachos (Botal) o ocueommsie commt st cnism e m e s e m s 50 1,344,000 bu. 1.65 2,217,600
P it e e e e 47 161,000 bu. 1.60 257,600
GBS oo o o s TS B S bt S il S S St sk 60 4,442 tons TR | [
PRORIE . o i e e e S S S e i SRR s i se e 45 St 173,070 1bs. B0* 51,921

*Note: 1024 prices. No current price notations,

CURRENT CROP FORECASTS FOR UNITED STATES

Total Produection in Millions
Yield per acre
Condition of erops indicated by
October 1, 1925 Qctober 1, 1925 Indicated by
Condition October 1, 1625 Harvested 1024
condition
152. Ibs. bales 13,628. Dhales
27.4 bu. bu. 2,437. bu.
12.7 bu. bu. 590. bu.
12.9 bu. bu. 873. bu.
33.1 bu. bu. 1,542. bu.
25.7 bu. bu. 188. bu.
124 bu. bu. 63.4 bu.
19.2 bu. bu. 16.0 bu,
1.41 tons tons 08.0 tons
Hav bwild) . cccmpwasss sunoes tons 14.5 tons
Hay (all) - ooeeomeoccocaes tons 112. tons
Pasture.... = | mmmeeees
Peanuts ... 1bs. 616, lbs
Apples (total erop). A 179.. bu.
Pears (total erop) - 2 bu. 18.6 bu.
0o e o S S 2,17 tons 1.78 tons
Potatoes (Irish) ..o 344.  bu. 455. bu.
........ 74.3 bu. 71.9 bu.
726. lbs. 1,229,  1lbs. 1,241. 1lbs.
Sorghum for s 65.9 gals. 26.2 gals 27.3 gals.

Crop Returns
(Continued from page 1)
WHEAT

According to reports on Oectober 1st, 43 per cent of the
1925 wheat crop had been marketed by that date. It is un-
usual for so much of the erop to be disposed of so soon. Only
33 per cent had been disposed of by this date last year.

POTATOES

The 8,438,000 bushels sweet potato crop is 854,000 bushels
less than was produced last year, but at the farm price of
$1.45 per bushel would sell for $2,571,000 more than last
year’s value. The yield per acre of both Irish and sweet pota-
toes is considerably below that of last year. This is one of
the results of the dry weather during the growing season of
these erops. Last year the yield per acre of Irish potatoes
was 105 bushels ; this year 58.3. Sweet potatoes were 92 last
year and are 82 this year. The condition of the crops on
October 1st were Irish potatoes 53 per cent and sweet potatoes
64 per cent of normal.

TOBACCO

With a condition 77 per cent of normal on October 1st,
tohacco gave promise of a 316,963,000 pound crop, at an
average yield of 630 pounds per acre. This crop is about
9,000,000 pounds less than the average crop for the past five
years. About 27 per cent of this crop had been marketed

by Oectober 1st for approximately $14,681,419. Prices of
sales during September averaged $17.40 per hundred pounds.
The crop is considered to be much better than that of last
year, though sales so far have been very inferior.

TAME HAY YIELDS

The production of hay this year will have its effect on the
consumption of feed and grain crops as the dry weather
has been most disastrous on most hay. The average yield
per acre of all tame hays was estimated to be 1,350 pounds
as compared with about 2,000 pounds last year. Reports in
detail were as follows: Cowpea hay alone, 1,200 pounds per
acre; mixed cowpea and sorghum 1,600 pounds; soy-bean hay
1,500 pounds; peanut hay 1,200; clover (all kinds—all cut-
tings combined) 1,275 pounds; alfalfa (all cuttings com-
bined) 2,100 pounds; Millet, Sudan grass 1,400 pounds;
Johnson grass 1,300 pounds; grains cut green 1,400 pounds;
and all other tame hay 1,250 pounds.

Pastures were reported as about 48 per cent of normal on
October 1st but have shown some improvement since that
time due to recent rains especially through the Mountain
counties where stock raising is most important and good
pasture more necessary.

PEANUTS

The production of peanuts is expected to be 16 per cent
larger than last year’s crop. The crop is 75 per cent of a

(Continued on page 4)
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OCTOBER CROP REPORT—COUNTY SUMMARY

qﬁ‘a";f T;ffge Tobacco Wie]:lat Condition Cotton
Condi- =
CouNTY Average Probable Perkcent A it Sorghum 3 )tinn *1)\0‘]:1:1]:)(:{1‘- Probable
yield 2 yield [marketed : ite wee! cane > oy Oct. 1, » PET L average
per Quality per by Corn potatoes | potatoes Pasture | Peanuts for Cowpeas beans Apples 1925 plg?t, yield per
acre acre Oct. 1 sirup eompared tos dsfte acre lint

normal

Pounds | Per cent | Pounds | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Per cent | Number | Pounds

Alamance_..___.__.__
Alexander._ _ 1

Cleveland -
Columbus._.
Craven
Cuamberland._
Currituck -
Dare_...
Davidson
Davie

Haywood __
Henderson _

Lincoln___
MeDowell - _
Macon_
Madison
Martin®_

Rockingham .
Rowan_____
Rutherford.
Sampson___
Scotland -
Stanly.____
Stokes__

Swain ____
Transylvan
Tyrrell . __
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ESTIMATED PRICE OF FARM PRODUCTS
September 15, 1925-1924
North Carolina and United States

Norra Carorina | Uwitep StaTes

Crops Per —
Unit
1925 1924 1025 1924
T bu. 1.73 1.40 1.44 1.14
4 b, 1.43 1.24 99 1.10
Qats_. bu. T4 .80 .88 EY
Rye. bu. 1.49 1.35 .82 .80
BrokwhEnt = oo c oo oesn e bu. 1.27 1.20 1.01 1.19
Potatoes (white)__. bu. 1.72 1.05 1.21 .?6
Potatoes (sweet) _. bu 1.45 1.45 1.77 1.57
Hay (all loose) ... tons 18 .80 20.00 12 42 12 .‘63
{517 o) + L 1h .218 .22 .22 22
Butter_. - 1b 40 38 41 38
Tegs .- doz 36 .33 .31 32
Chickens__ . - 1h. 225 22 .20 20
Hops:-nuem ——--| 100 Ibs. 11.60 10.10 11.50 8.50
Beef oattle sl ceuanasuas 100 1bs 5.80 5.20 h,ﬁz 5.53
Wenl calvas oo co—saiozssooiizsin 100 1bs 7.50 8.00 9.07 8.00
Sheep.__- e e 100 1hs 6.00 6.20 7.27 6.30
7T o) | e S S 100 1hs 11.00 9.80 11.95 10.18
T b % wi| am| | | s
i SRR R R R e eac i E ; .
Milk [‘m)vs;,,..__Tjjj . ; B g
1.12 1.10
3.41 3.29
3 .87 3.72
33 .48 31.74
14 08 14 47
14 .06 13.75
12.01 13.59
0.24 8.49
13 .42 12 .15
7.32 14 46
Ti seed:
lx};x;ostgllyd ......................... bu 1 ) PR 5.21 3.12
As bought bu b R e %.27 4. lf‘,
Bran (ashought)e oo |icioaas 41.30 42 .00 35.10 33‘2-
Cotton seed meal (as bought) . __|....___._. 4450 43.80 47 43 48 08

MARKET PRICES

According to reports released by the U. S. Department of
Labor, the general level of wholesale prices in September was
slightly lower than in August, but is still somewhat higher
than during September last year. =

“Farm prices declined below the August level due mainly
to falling prices of grain, hogs, onions, potatoes and territory
wool. Lower prices were reported also in the groups of cloth-
ing materials, fuel, housefurnishing goods and miscellaneous
commodities such as bran and millfeed middlings, cotton-seed
meal, lubricating oil and rubber. Metals and metal products
showed practically no change in price, while slight increases
took place in the groups of foods, building materials, chemi-
cals and drugs.”

PLANS FOR FUTURE CROP REPORTS

We have felt for sometime that the reports issued by the
Crop Reporting Service have not been as complete and valu-
able as they could he. Tt is our present plan to inecrease the
number of reports issued by issuing during the season reports
on&pecial erops, similar to the Soy-Bean Report just released.
Our object is to render a bigger and more extensive service
to the farmers than has heretofore been the case, and sug-
gestions from our reporters will be very welcome as to the
type of information and the special crops they desirve to sece
enlarged upon.

Crop Returns
(Continued from page 2)

normal and this is a little below the average condition for
the past ten years. The increase in production over last year
is due to larger yields this year, as the acreage is about the
same. At the 1924 price, this year’s crop would be worth
$12,353,000 which is $1,647,000 more than the value of last
year’s crop. Farmers report the present prospects for pea-
nuts as very good. The price should be as good as last
year as the demand for the nuts has been increasing for
several years.

LEGUMES

Due to the fact that cdwpeas were high-priced last year,
a good many farmers substituted soy beans in their stead this
year.

A special soy-bean report was prepared during October
which indicated a substantial change in the acreage of soy
beans this year as to the purpose for which grown. This
report indicated that 44 per cent of the 350,750 acres under
cultivation was grown prineipally for beans; 32 per cent
for hay and the remaining 24 per cent was either grazed
or turned under for soiling. This means that 154,330 acres
were grown for beans and from this amount 1,946,102 bushels
are expected. This figure does not include those beans casu-
ally picked from acres intended for other purposes. A copy
of this special soy-bean report will be supplied to any one
requesting same.

Cowpeas, although showing a considerable reduction this
year in acreage, still represent a larger acreage than soy
beans. At an average yield of 9.6 bushels per acre, a crop
of 1,654,000 bushels is expected.

The condition of the two crops on October 1st were soy
beans T4 and cowpeas 58 per cent of normal. These low
conditions were due to the extended drought.

FRUIT

The apple crop this year, with a condition of 41 per cent
of normal, will show a production less than half of that of
last year. The commercial crop, amounting to 150,000
barrels, is also about half of the 1924 production.

The total peach crop this year amounted to 1,344,000
bushels, with a condition 56 per cent of normal. This pro-
duction is 35 per cent less than that produced last year.
Prices this year were much better, however, and the value
of the crop was only $232,000 less than last year’s.

FARM WAGES AND LABOR

Wages paid hired farm labor this year are practically the
same as those paid at this season last year. A wage of $29.00
per month with board and $40.00 per month without board
is about the average. Day laborers receive about $1.50 with
board or $2.00 per day without board.

The supply of farm labor at this time is reported by
farmers as only 88 per cent of normal, whereas the demand
for labor is also below the normal about 7 per cent.
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