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TWO METHODS OF HARVESTING CORN

1. This shows a method of securing the most forage and grain.

2. This lessens the grain yield and furnishes expensive forage.
cent of North Carolina corn crop is harvested in this manner.

About 75 per

LATEST CROP

FORECASTS—SEPTEMBER 1st

NorTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES

Condition Production Condition Production

Sept. 1st, Torecast, IIurvc%%cé Crop, Sept. 1st, Forecast, Harve?gﬁg Crop,

Per Cent Sept. 1, 1924 Per Cent Sept. 1, 1924 4
Cormioe in s Do s s e Bushels 65 49, 625, 000 50,568, 000 66.4 2,512,888, 000 3,046,000, 000
Cotton ales 52 782,000 1,020,000 55.4 12,596,000 10,128,478
Tobacco _.Pounds 72 204,000, 000 386, 000, 000 70.6 1,195,000, 000 1,491,000, 000
Potatoes. .. _..... ushels 84 4,494,000 3,956,000 83.9 413,000,000 412,000, 000
Sweet potatoes_. Bushels 75 9,750,000 10,500, 000 64.0 75,000,000 97,000, 000
Hehnifas e i S TR e e e Pounds 72 145,821, 600 153,000,000 69.8 615,000, 000 636,000, 000
Sorghum (for syrup) --Gallons 80 2,728,000 2,944,000 69.2 28,000,000 32,000,000
Hay (tame).... o aediong 79 717,000 941,000 84.3 88,500,000 89,000, 000
Apples (total e = _.Bushels 88 6,482, 000 2,700,000 57.9 179,000, 000 197,000,000
Apples (commercial ¢ —SBaryald |Lue e 324,000 100 ROOOHEE | SFAnE s 28,100,000 34,300,000
Peache --Bushels 92 2,070,000 260, 000 68.8 51,700,000 45,700,000

ears. . -.Bushels 75 252,700 65,000 64.8 17,300,000 17,390,000

CEEADENMMMRCI IR R PR TS ORI T A e Tons 88 ERYRI S R 68.4 TATROZ0003 55| v Selves sw it )

THE HARVEST SEASON

The two illustrations shown above were photographed late
in August. The one showing the fodder stripped is typical
of most counties in the State. There are more ways of har-
vesting corn and its forage products than any other crop. As
might be supposed, the practice has led to more attention
being given to the forage than to the grain. The shocked
corn affords the best means of providing a maximum of both
forage and grain, with the least requirement of mannal labor.
It is estimated that about 90 per cent of our corn acreage has
a forage crop taken in addition to the grain.

September is the harvest month and farmers are busy pick-
ing cotton, pulling fodder, mowing hay, curing tobacco, mar-
keting products, preparing fields for small grains, and, in
general, getting ready for the settlement of their bills in the
winter season. Until the North Carolina farmers realize and
practice the advisability of properly harvesting, housing,
grading and marketing their products, the agricultural indus-
try in this State will continue backward and largely un-
profitable,

M)

REPLY TO A LETTER CONCERNING GOVERN-
: MENT FORECASTS

The July figures for the cotton crop estimates of various
years may vary as widely from the final production as a
recent cotton journal gave them. Any one familiar with the
cotton estimates should know, because it distinetly states so,
that the forecast is given on the basis of the outlook at the
time of the report and does not take into consideration any
unfavorable conditions that are to follow. It is physically
impossible to estimate the final crop out-turn in August and
come near the final ginning figures on this basis. In order to
estimate the expected final production, one must know the
trend of previous destruction by boll weevils, the usual
weather conditions that follow the August report, the time
of the year that the frost comes, together with the lateness
of the erop and many other factors. These important factors
are taken into consideration in the reports for later dates.

Any one familiar with cotton knows very well that in
August of this year, on a basis of that date and without

(Continyed on page 7)



2 NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

CROP REPORT- COMMENTS

The weather conditions, prior to the middle of September,
while generally dry, had periodic rains in certain areas almost
sufficient for the needs of crops. In general, soils were too
dry, particularly in the central or Piedmont area, to permit
of proper breaking or erop growth. The lower Piedmont
belt has been extremely dry and crops have suffered. This
has been particularly telling on cotton, corn, and the hay
‘ecrops. Mr. L. A. Denson, Director of the Weather Bureau
for this State, says that the area from Richmond to Ruther-
ford County shows a great shortage of rainfall, Moore and
Mecklenburg being only from 10 to 20 per cent of what it
The Piedmont and mountain
Conditions

should have been in August.
areas generally had a considerable deficiency.
have been befter in the east.

CORN

The corn erop is the most spotted for several years. Since
the fodder has been pulled, the distressingly poor appearance
of the ears is quite evident. Due to the shortage of forage
this year, almost all farmers are pulling fodder, cutting tops,
or hoth. The forage shortage is so great that farmers have a
tendency to pull the fodder prematurely, meaning before the
ears have gained sufficient maturity to mot be damaged by
taking the leaves off of the plants. Many farmers do not
realize that as soon as the leaves are stripped that the ears
and grain cease to develop. Premature pulling of fodder
canses the grain to shrink and be loose on the cob. The
quality of corn is expected to be poor this year, due in no
small measure to the pulling of fodder. The condition of
the crop is given at 65 per cent, while that of the Nation is
66 per cent of a full crop promise. This means that there
will be a corn shortage not only in North Carolina, but in the
country as a whole. While the farm price for August was
$1.24, or about the same as last year, the October and later
prices may be expected to be much higher. The prices in the
corn belt have advanced appreciably from last year.

There is almost apparent over 500,000,000 bushels of corn
less than was made last year. North Carolina’s shortage is
30 per cent and in reality may be even more than that. In
all of the production forecasts, one should remember that
these are not predictions of what the final results will be, but
only what the present condition of the crop indicates, as
explained in the article “Concerning Government Forecasts,”
appearing on the front page.

Corn fodder is by no means a minor crop in the South.
From observations of fields during early September, it now
appears that over 95 per cent of the acreage will have some
form of forage other than the grain taken from the corn fields.
Perhaps 80 per cent of this will be fodder. According to the
estimate of 510 pounds of fodder and tops average per acre,
it appears that North Carolina produces over one-half million
tons of corn roughage, worth $35 per ton. This would give
the corn forage crop a value of about $22,000,000. Last
year’s total grain corn crop was worth $58,000,000. See the
table on page four for distriet figures.

HAY

The condition of the hay crop over the State averages 79
per cent. There has been considerable complaint of dete-
rioration due to dry weather, particularly on summer-planted
hay crops. The poorest crops are in the southern central
counties. A severe shortage in hay is anticipated. There is
a probable reduction in acreage, due to inability to plant.

An important feature of the hay erop is the percentage of
the acreage devoted to each kind. The reader should consult

the table on page four for details by districts. The column
for the State average shows that cowpeas lead, clovers and
soybeans come next with 20 per cent each, peanut hay has
10 per cent, and other erops smaller proportions.

POTATOES

The sweet potato erop, with a condition of 75 per cent of a
full-crop promise, is 8 per cent less than last year. The worse
conditions are to be found in the Piedmont and eastern parts
of the State. If the dry weather keeps up we will have a
erop of good keeping qualities, even if the production is short.

The late Ivish potato erop shows a condition of 84 per cent,
which is better than last year and equal to the United States
average. It should be noted that the late Irish potato erop
is grown primarily in the mountain counties. The acreage
appears to be about the same as a year ago. An increase is
noted in several counties west of Burke Clonnty.

PEANUTS

The peanut erop, while showing a fairly good stand, had a
season which was too wet to begin with and frequently too dry
during the late growing season. Light sandy soils have fre-
quently given poor results. At the same time, soils which
were very stiff and not readily drained have made poor yields.
Harvesting has begun.  As a rule, wet weather makes good
peanuts. The condition in the principal producing areas
averages T3 per cent of a full erop, or 12 per cent below last
year’s erop.

RAINFALL AND COMPOSITE CROP CONDITION MAPS
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This shows the combined conditlon zones of
tobaoco, cotton, hay, and potatoss. Thers is
a distinct rise in ths condition frem the scuth~
sast to the north-west,.

NHORTH CAROLINA
COORRATIVE CROP RIPORTING SCRINCL

RAINFALL MAP FOR JULY AND AUGUST

The zone lines show approximate t 5 N
néhea of 13 >
rainfall as based on the records of 102 weather\]
burcau atationa in the state, The effect of rains,
fall may be noted in comparison with the ero n
dition map above. - S

The above maps show a comparison of crop conditions in North Carolina
September 1st, with rainfall for the two months of July and August. The
castern coastal area shows a rainfall in excess of fifteen inches. This area
shows the poorest condition of crops. The area in the southern Piedmont
counties had rainfall below four inches. This also shows a very low condition
of erops. The effects of excessive wet and dry weather are clearly reflected by
the crops.

SOYBEANS

With an average reported condition of 81 per cent, the
soybean crop appears to be 8 per cent less than a year ago.
The dry weather has apparently been a limiting factor in
their growth. The stands appear to be fairly good. There
was reported an increase in the acreage. North Carolina
being the prineipal soybean seed producing area of the United
States, and in view of the fact that this erop is being more

(Continued on page 8)
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THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

While North Carolina has suffered heavily from weather
conditions as to the probable production of crops, the Nation
as a whole 1s going forward into better times. Our American
farmers have experienced unfavorable economic conditions
during the past few years and especially since late in 1920,
when the purchasing power of all farm products in the
United States averaged below T0 per cent of the value they
had towards purchasing other products, having in considera-
tion an equal value in 1913. There has been a gradual in-
crease in the purchasing power of crops since August, 1922,
from a point of 64 per cent to the present fisure of 84 per
cent,

The United States Bureau of Agrieultural Economics says
that agriculture has traveled a long lane of distress, but the
upturn in wheat and hogs, plus well-sustained cotton prices,
has brought it to a turn in the road. Conditions at present
look as though most of the major crops might have a higher
gross value than last year. This has been anticipated. The
wheat situation is much better than a year ago. North Caro-
lina has particularly benefited by an unusually good produc-
tion at good prices. The short Canadian crop is probably
responsible for much of the good crop of American wheat
this year.

Most major erops have good promise. The Nation’s pota-
toes and fruits are on the way to good harvest and apparently
fairly good prices. Cotton looks good for a large crop, with
the best income for several years. It illustrates the profitable
adjustment of production to demand. Of course, we realize
that the farmers’ ability to produce is held down by factors
beyond their control more than by a definite policy of limited
production.

The national feed outlook is good as to roughage and small
grains. This is quite in contrast with North Carolina condi-
tions. There is plenty of hay over the country and eats are
showing good yields practically everywhere. The exception is
with corn. There is a probability of a shortage of corn in
cribs this winter. In spite of an increased acreage, bad
weather conditions got the best of corn.

It is doubtless due to the corn shortage that improvement
is shown in the hog situation. Prices are beginning to rise
along with the periodic liquidation of the swine industry.
This would probably be true even if corn were cheap. With
expensive corn, it is likely that hog breeding stock will still
further be reduced so that hog prices may be expected to
reach a materially higher level by another year.

As a whole, agriculture is coming through in decidedly the
best shape for four years. There is a real reason for this.
Farmers should analyze these carefully. First, that prices
respond where supply comes down to the level of demand.
Second, that season’s rise in wheat and corn prices is largely
caused by a freak in the weather conditions. It is generally
recognized that it would require even more fortunate weather
for livable prices for grain to survive any expansion of
acreage,

THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTH

Truck erops have suffered in local areas from dry weather
conditions. The cotton crop prospect has improved during
the past month. Picking is well under way. The gencral
expectations of the crop seem to be around 13,000,000 bales.
Leading sentiments appear to hold that such a erop sold at
about the prevailing prices means a prosperous year for the
South. Georgia is the outstanding state for its improved
prospects over a year ago. Mississippi, Arkansas and Olkla-
homa also have unusually good prospects in comparison with
last year. Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina
have suffered severely from a long period of wet weather in
the early summer. This is particularly true in the coastal
belt. 'All crops are affected. In the inner or Piedmont belt

of these states, dry weather has caused considerable shortage
in the crops during the latter part of the summer.

CROP PRODUCTION

The crop productions for the country show appreciable
increases over last year for wheat, oats, cotton, and peaches,
Decreases occurred in corn and tobacco. The bad weather
conditions in the Bright Leaf Belt is largely responsible for
the tobaceo decrease.

In comparison with the 1918 to 1922 average production,
the present national crop forecasts show appreciable decreases
for wheat, corn, rye, and tobacco. Increases occurred in oats,
cotton, Irish potatoes, hay, apples, and peaches.

FARM PRICES

Elsewhere in this book will be found the average farm
prices for farm products for both North Carolina and the
United States. The prices a year ago varied from these as
follows: The price of cotton was much less, so was corn,
wheat, hay, potatoes, oats, eggs, and peanuts. In comparison
with 1913, all crops are much higher now, while many of the
livestock prices are lower. Beef cattle and hogs-have been
quite low for the past two years. The rise in the price of corn
and wheat over the country during the past month was the
principal feature of interest. This put the average of crop
prices slightly above the general commodity price level. It
1s the first time that this has occurred in four years.

RELATIVE PURCHASING POWER

Based on July farm prices, and in comparison with what
the same products would buy of other products in 1913, cotton
is the outstanding best-purchasing commodity. Tobaceo and
wool are also good. Ior instance, cotton will purchase half
again as much of all other commodities as it would eleven
years ago. It will purchase one-third more of building mate-
rials than it would in 1913. It will purchase almost that
much more of house-furnishing goods. Corn will purchase
about the same as it would before the war. The same is true
of Irish potatoes. Wheat, hay, butter and egas will fall short
of their pre-war purchasing power by about 15 to 25 per cent.
Beef cattle and swine will purchase now harely more than
one-half of what they would in 1913,

July witnessed a marked rise in the prices of grain. = The
exchange value of wheat and butter is near enough to par
to probably encourage production. The exchange value of
hogs and beef cattle is so low as to discourage production.
This is doubtless one reason for the marked increase in the
prices of these at the present time. The rise in grain prices,
aided by a fall in non-foreign commodities brought the gen-
eral index of purchasing power of farm produets from 79 in
June up to 83 in July. This is the highest point reached in
forty-seven months.

BUSINESS INDICATIONS RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

Cotton exports are running higher than a year ago. Wheat
is much less. DBusiness is still quiet. The stock market has
been active and security prices have risen for the most part
in response to very low interest rates. DBusiness men take
hope from the easy money situation and from the approach
of the fall season, but actual production and trade have not
yet shown much sign of revival. There is considerable unem-
ployment in certain parts of the country, but wage rates are
stubbornly maintained. Farm labor is difficult to secure in
most of the South. :

In spite of quiet times, however, the cities continue to
absorb the usual quantity of farm products. Nothing in the
urban situation appears likely to restrict prices of foodstuffs,
though it is apparent that consumption of cotton and wool
now hinges upon prices of the raw fibers, rather than the other
way around.
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SEPTEMBER CROP REPORT (By Districts)

%ggi:ﬁg Piepmont CoUNTIES Coastan COUNTIES A%::‘}\Iiﬁm E s,
ver-
Crops AND FEATURES REPORTED Unit age,
Northern| Western | Northern| Central | Southern| Northern| Central | Southern| Sept., | Sept., | Sept.,
Mountain|Mountain|Piedmont|Piedmont|Piedmont| Coastal | Coastal | Coastal | 1924 1923 1924
1 4 2 5 8 3 6 ]
Conrr—Condilioncss s s et s Per cent 78 74 79 63 56 65 65 53 65 89 66,4
IrisE PoraToEs:
Acreage compared last year ... ______________.__.___.. Per cent 99 104 94 94 89 82 02 92
Acreage compared usual.. Per cent 100 102 95 03 87 86 93 94
Condition. . .ccoccriaaciie Per cent 90 88 87 78 66 72 77 81
SweeT PoraroEs—Condition. Per cent. 84 82 85 73 72 73 77 72
Tosacco—Condition........ Per cent 81 78 81 73 78 67 72 57
ArprLeEs—Condition. .. Per cent 88 86 01 90 90 84 87 83
Hay (Tame)—Condition_. Per cent 92 84 88 80 69 v 72 71
wl’robahle Vield Der BLT0. o o ccamrn e cunnannmm s ammamn e Pounds 2200 2547 1963 2335 1914 2206 1630 1318
00L;
Production 1824 compared 1923 ... Per cent, 96 100 79 94 110 08 85 100
Production 1924 compared usual. ..o ..o .. Per cent 99 98 100 99 110 08 72 100
Corx Fopprr:
Average yield per acre. ... ..o oo Pounds 770 857 406 500 767 425 397 370
Per cent corn acreage (fodder) Per cent 78 88 71 77 65 66 62 72
Value per 100 pounds........... Dollars 2,81 1.95 2.22 1.73 1,59 1,47 1.62 1.64
Crover ror Hay—Condition. Per cent 91 88 83 80 69 86 02 100
Probable yield per acre.. -| Pounds | 2763 2732 2292 3000 | 2800 2614 2000 i
Avrrarra—Condition.___ ’ Per cent 70 90 84 86 79 73 58 56
Yield per aere .o Pounds | 2000 3000 4875 4400 4133 4833 feccaie- 4000
CoNDITION:
PO o e R S R TR Per cent, 78 90 79 83 75 73 74 60
Pecans____ - -| Per cent 81 bemerroac|| | RE 75 3 71 93 75
Velvet Bean 2 -| Per cent, 74 55 03 79 58 80 83 73
Sugar Cane. Per cent 88 86 93 80 60 60 80 67
Pasture.__ Per cent 92 81 85 83 67 72 80 83
Cowpeas__ Per cent 86 83 88 73 61 68 76 68
Soybeans. Per cent 88 82 87 81 68 79 86 75
Grapes____ Per cent a1 90 920 91 89 88 88 63
3 o1 o Per cent 85 80 88 78 78 75 72 59
Sorghum Cane (syrup).. z Per cent, 90 05 84 84 73 70 75 71
Home Gartdense .l s idon s s ot et i it Per cent 90 74 i 64 46 60 60 54
WATERMELONS;
Per cent normal yield per aere .- ooooooooomo Per cent 70 71 67 70 67 43 54 48
Acreage harvested per cent of usual ... ___________. Per cent 78 84 75 78 82 64 72 65
CANTELOUPES:
Per cent normal yield per acre. - ooooooomooceeoooo. Per cent 4 74 79 72 87 56 70 58
Acreage harvested per cent of usualo.oooooooocciooaoann Per cent 83 70 78 82 85 68 88 G4
PEAcHES:
Total erop production Py e e e e Per cent 98 78 96 94 89 01 102 82
Qualibe o Ui e Per cent 92 7 86 80 84 76 86 74
Hay AcrEAGE:*
Per cent total acreage harvested from each kind— s
Cowpeas (Alene). . o cowicwncon i iacmmna s Per cent 18 6 44 28 28 15 34 57
Cowpeas and sorghum mixed e ----| Per cent 8 4 8 « 2 14 1 5 4
Y e (T A i IO C U S e Per cent 0 0 1 0 0 33 13 2
Clovers, all kinds__.__ Per cent 38 47 18 38 21 8 2 1
Malla oo conoaal Per cent 0 1 1 3 9 1 L] 1
Sovbeans... ..o Per cent i | 11 14 12 11 22 37 20
Millet, sorghum or Soudan grass. Per cent, 2 + 4 2 4 7 1 1
Johnson grass.._._____ ... Per cent 0 1 0 2 3 0 0 1
Grain ond Erebn. oo cinne s s sas R SR S SRS Per cent 2 2 6 4 4 7 2 3
Other tame hay_..._____ Per cent, 31 24 4 ] 6 6 6 10
Farm Lanon:
Supply compared normal.. Per cent 85 86 87 83 92 77 85 77 VN [ | —
Demand compared normal.. Per cent 01 94 84 86 88 91 96 96 [ [ SSee| s
SEPTEMBER 1st COTTON REPORT
Condition September 18t .. Per cent, 63.5 04.9 69.0
Number bolls per plant safe Sept. -| Number 6 8 6
Number weevils compared last year. | Number a7 57 58
Number weevils compared usual ________________________ Number J 42 40 61
Date cotton picking begins_- ... ... Date --| Sept. 22 | Sept. 22 | Sept. 20
Usual date picking begins ... oo Date Sept. 15 | Sept. 11 | Sept. 10
SEPTEMBER 162 COTTON REPORT
Conditlon Bept, 18R oo insnpmsnae i s Per cent 57.6 59 .4 63.2 57.2 56.6 55.6 43.6 52
Number bolls per plant safe Sept. 16th.___________..____. Number 7 § 6 5 8 7 7 6.7
Per cent crop picked Sept. 16th____________________.. ... Per cent 1 0 2 8 0 7 19 8
Per cent crop ginned todate.______:_ . ... Per cent 0 0 0 4 0 3 10 4
Per cent acreage June 25th is now a failure..___________. Per cent 1 5 3 1 5 9 11 - ] SN

*Sums of items composing hay acreage equals 100 per cent,

HARVEST PROSPECTS

Readers who have crops for sale realize that their greatest
problem is getting fair prices from local markets. The more
\ familiar they become with the above information, by sections,

R

MOUNTAIN - PIEDMONT. g COASTAL
=t = 7 Frares £

for North Carolina, the more intelligently they can argue the
. reasonableness for better prices.
It is undoubtedly true that this State has one of the poorest
4 general harvest prospects for many years. FEconomy in the
best methods of harvesting and the saving of maximum yields
will be necessary. The rains in the east and dry weather in
the central aveas have curtailed production seriously.

This does not mean that fair yields will not be made, but
that we cannot hope to equal the high record made during
the past two years. It is pleasing to observe how favorably
our farmers are taking this off-year.

Reporting Districts

OF THE :
CROP REPORTING SERVICE
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SEPTEMBER CROP REPORT (County Averages)

CoxnpitioN oF Crors (Per Cent of Normal) Tame Milk Corn Tereei
Hay, Pro- Fodder, %. ctlels, .
Counry o e - 7 = Pg[gbitble lgiucgon P(’i{ Celut Pro
rish wee i ame ; = : o oy- ome ie er Cow ota :
PO Bototoee Potuioe, Bobtiece rples | T | Benaute | Bustue, | Compona aell, | ardens, | por e | Ber Dy, | Aceinge | uction
Per Cent | Per Cens Per Cent Per Cent | Per Cent | Pounds | Gallons | Stripped |+ % “&%
AlRTamper TR 83 87 87 87 88 93 95 88 89 90 82 2072 156 100 89
Alexander_ ] 63 89 38 73 91 93 88 92 84 89 74 2033 2.0 81 93
,,,,,,,,,, 2.6 70 92
08 cosi [REDIEE PR P e
3.0 T A e e
3.0 52 97
1.6 75 73
: 2.0 82 80
Brunswick_ B0 | 2t fon S Th e Bt et IEC P o O A L SETR () 5 | SR B R | IR B R R SR S PO S 80= o e T
Buncombe. ¥ 2.5 100 70
..... 2.5 100 90
2.3 70 88
Caldwell.__ 2.0 91 105
Camden. 23 QI = <hrdd OF 60
Caswell__ 2.0 98 91
Catawb PRI s steest 83
1.4 85 95
s e S 75
2.0 90 63
2.0 68 84
S AR el el o o
..... 2.4 bl 90
3.0 71 94
_______ ZigE Blar sainie 80
Davidson_. 1.7 95 98
Davie._.. DI0RE |me v s 80
Duplin 1.8 67 78
Durham___ BI0k sfovizn ey 97
1.0 63 100
Forsyth.___ 3.0 80 98
PR Ie]i n SESR a6 8 | Zele s Ln b ag st e h et \BRSERRE T R0 S OD S| R AR | 00 S a R T 5 S [ T (RS A 0 B | SR | ST ik | FRT ey
Gaston.. 157 56 83
Gates____ 3.0 70 100
Granville__ PR i 104
Greene._ 1.3 I e
Guilford. YRS e e 90
Halifax._. 1.5 68 86
Harnett. 2.0 92 102
T TR e 88
2.3 72 66
__________ 85 98
3.0 100 53
A s B e
2.5 70 86
L | e e
.......... 87 90
1.5 (LY i e
1.8 62 83
3.0 72 96
JEgIE |2 e e 105
2.0 95 83
2.4 98 75
eTER e e 67
..... 2.0 47 101
Mecklenburg._ = IR S piabar St 93
INtohel || ST 00 e b jestaseaie | ST (ORSES |=onimta o 1| SEERB0AIE L EE S s i ] () R e e | O | e e
0 2.0
______ 1.0
_______ 4.0
New Hanover. 3.0
Northampton. L e R L L RO T L s R e | 5 R R O | o e e o] oo e
Onslow..... :
Orange

et
crooco

Randolph._
Richmon

(I
oo

S| oMo IS O DD DO e~ D

B e e e o b R e e S

State average.. 77 92

Nore.—Readers interested in county figures have the opportunity offered above for comparing their own with other counties. All of these figures were taken
from the September 1st crop report, released for Stats and National conditions September 9th. Tor State and National figures, the ““Crops and Markets” publi-
cation, appearing about the same time as the FArRM FDRECASTER, should be consulted. Farmers must realize that in order to be prepared for wise marketing of
their year's products they should be acquainted with this year’s prospects in comparison with previous years for the different producing areas.
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TOBACCO

SUMMARY OF WAREHOUSE SALES FOR AUGUST, 1924

Num- Wiktae Average Price
Markets ber | Producers’ | Dealers’ | ' Total
Houses| Sales Resales | pocoles Sales T _
Chadbourn._.. 2 500,283 31,973 | 114,273 646,529 | 317.34
Clarkton.._.._. 1 304,402 1,450 33,504 330,416 | 15.69 |___ 5
Fuir Bluff o 2 794,546 17,338 35,797 847,681 16.43 22.20
Fairmont______ 3 3,153,237 | 279,588 99,925 3,532,750 18.03 24.79
Lumberton___ 3 1,440,201 61,972 | 124,879 | 1,627,052 | 16.89 |..._..
Rowland.____. 1 136,254 17,032 9,804 163,090 | 15,36 21.18
Tabor- oo 2 | Nexenort:|csoevemlbesr e lunecnai ol meme - oo bapnei e
Whiteville_____ 3 2,222,653 53,837 187,401 2,465,801 17.72 24.55
Totals..._. 17 | 8,551,876 | 465,190 603, 643 0,622,400 17.44 22.52
August, 1023.__ 58 | 11,408,915 | 868,714 | 518,116 | 12,795,745 |_.._____ | _______

During the mouth of August, there were 17 warehouses
operating in North Carolina on 8 markets in the three coun-
ties of Bladen, Columbus, and Robeson. All of these markets
are in the southeastern section of the State and are considered
as belonging to the South Carolina belt. The producers’
tobaceo sold on these markets amounted to 8,551,576 pounds,
as compared with 11,408,915 pounds sold during August last
year. Last year there were 58 warehouses open during
August. Quite a number of these were in the New Bright
Belt, which did not open this year prior to September fivst.

The average price of the sales to September 1st was $17.44
per hundred pounds, as compared with $22.52 last August.
The total paid for all sales during the month, including
resales, amounted to $1,678,733. The highest average for the
month ($18.03) was shown by the Fairmont market. The
Angust sales amount to less than one per cent of the total
erop to be marketed this year.

The 72 per cent condition of tobacco September 1st fore-
casts a total crop of 294,000,000 pounds in North Carolina.
This is an improvement of about 8 per cent over the August
forecast, but 1s only 75 per cent of the crop harvested last
year. (This forecast only shows what the indication is at the
present time and does not take into consideration any changes
that may ocenr later.)

The outlook for the national erop is a decrease of 20 per
cent from last year and a considerable deerease from the
usual production. The national acreage was redueed almost
8 per cent this year.

A review of the conditions that have produeed the reduction
in North Carolina tobacco this year shows that, in the first
place, the State’s acreage was reduced 10 per cent from last
year's acreage. In addition, the long wet weather period,
followed by dry conditions, resulted in a tobacco weed of thin
texture and light weight. The eastern counties, having the
greatest damage to the general crops from wet conditions, also
had poor tobacco. The greatest damage from weather was
in the area nearest the coast and in the 8. C. belt. The old
belt in North Carolina has a much better quality and particu-
larly weighs better than that grown in the eastern section.
This was due to much more favorable weather while the color
is generally considered good. The low prices on the auction
markets indicate poor offerings. The South Carolina erop is
poor, due to the long and continued rainy period, resulting in
a crop of poor quality. The crop in Virginia is better than
that in North Carolina, but it has also suffered from too much
rainy weather. The erop in Georgia is quite good as com-
pared with the rest of the bright leaf belt. The four states
in the bright belt showed a change in production forecasts
during the past two months as follows: Virginia, 8 per cent
decline; North Carolina, T per cent decline; South Carolina,
15 per cent decline, and Georgia, 15 per cent increase.

FERTILIZER USED ON COTTON, 1923-1924

Total
Cotton Factors Units Va. N.C.| 8.C. Ga., Fla. Ala. | Miss. La. | Texas | Ark. | Tenn. | Okla. | United
States
Acres of cotton June 25th— :
1923 . Thousands - T 1,687 2,005 3,844 171 3,100 3,302 1,464 | 14,440 3,120 1,221 3,400 38,701
1024 Thousands 02 | 1,822 | 2,185 | 3,767 111 | 3,190 | 3,256 | 1,537 | 15,595 | 3,058 | 1,184 | 3,672 40,403
Acreage receiving fertili
o3 & Per cent 05 08 89 93 88 88 44 38 5 41 30 1 36.7
Per cent 98 99 95 95 91 88 46 50 8 35 45 5 38.7
Thousands 70 1,653 1,784 3,575 150 2,807 1,492 556 722 967 366 34 14,088
i Thousands 90 | 1,804 | 2,076 | 3579 101 | 2,807 | 1,498 768 | 1,248 | 1,070 | 533 18 15,617
Fertilizer applied
1923 Pounds 385 445 310 250 250 230 190 190 190 185 210 150 258
1024 __ Pounds 440 450 345 270 200 238 200 175 175 177 205 150 268
Tons 13,475 |367,792 |276,3520 |446,875 | 18,750 [322,805 141,740 | 52,820 | 54,340 | 89,448 | 38,430 | 2,550 | 1,826,745
Tons 19,800 [405,900 (358,110 (483,165 | 10,100 (334,033 {149,800 | 67,200 (109,200 | 94,605 | 54,632 1,350 | 2,089,955
_| Dollars 32.00 30.20 27.50 29.80 29.00 30.50 36,00 35.50 34.00 34.20 28.50 32.00 30.63
.| Dollars 27.40 26.70 25.40 27.00 28.00 29.20 35.00 38.50 35.20 35.60 27.50 20,50 28.80
Total cost of £
1923 Thousand § 431 | 11,107 7,604 [ 13,317 544 0,846 5,103 1,875 1,848 3,059 1,005 2 55,059
g Thousand § 43 | 10,838 9,086 | 13,045 283 9,754 9,243 2,587 3,844 3,371 1,502 40 60, 202
Dollars 6.16 6.72 4.26 3.72 3.63 3.51 3.42 3.37 2,56 3.16 2.90 2.41 3.04
Dollars G.03 6.01 4.38 3.64 2.80 3.47 3.50 3.37 3.08 3.15 2.82 2.22 3.85

COTTON

On September 1st the condition of cotton indicated a erop
of 828,000 bales in North Carolina and 12,787,000 bales for
the United States. While this expectation is only 81 per cent
of last year's in this State, the United States erop is 126 per
cent compared with last year, or an increase over the 1923
crop of 2,659,000 bales.

Last year there was ginned in North Carolina 1,017,000
bales and 10,128,000 in the United States. The condition of
58 per cent in this State September 1st was only 1 per cent
poorer than it was two weeks ago, and indicates a yield per
acre of 219 pounds of lint cotton.

According to the average report from farmers throughout
the State’s cotton belt, cotton picking will begin in this State
about September 13th to 15th. The usual date is about
September 5th, indicating that the crop is from 10 to 15 days
late. Practically all states showed considerable declines 1n
condition during the past month except Virginia and North
Carolina. Virginia’s erop improved 14 per cent, while that
in this State held to a 58 per cent prospect. The average for
the United States showed a decline of 8 per cent this year,
13 per cent last year, and an average decline of 9 per cent over
a period of ten years.

Georgia has been making quite a stir over her bright cotton
prospects.  All Tar Heels are glad of this, for the Crackers



NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER 1f

have certainly been up against it during recent years. While
the conditions in North Carolina look gloomy, it 1s interesting
to note that while the Georgla yield per acre is 154 pounds of
lint compared with North Carolina’s 219 pounds average,
thig still leaves North Clarolina a good advantage. Texas is
reported as having a comparatively good erop, but her yield
is only 132 pounds per acre, baged on her present condition of
55 per cent of a full crop.

The condition and production by states is as follows: Vir-
ginia, 65 per cent and 41,000 bales; North Carolina, 58 per
cent and 828,000; South Carolina, 52 and 767,000; Georgia,
64 and 1,209,000; Florida, 72 and 27,000; Alabama, 61 and
948,000, Mississippi, 60 and 1,035,000; Louisiana, 47 and
371,000; Texas, 55 and 4,284,0005 Arkansas, 66 and 1,109-
000; Tennessee, 65 and 421,000; Missouri, 70 and 228,000
Oklahoma, 70 and 1,289,000 and the United States averages
59.3 per cent, with a total of 12,787,000 bales.

Reply to a Letter Concerning Government Forecasts
(Continued from page 1)

consideration of later possibilities of weather and insect dam-
ages, that the prospects were quite different from what they
may be on December 1st. Instead of quoting the August
report, which is made on a basis of July 25th conditions, the
critics should take our December estimate. In faet, it is
distinetly stated in the reports that even the October first
reporl does nof take into consideration the abandonment that
takes place after June 25th., This is not acconnted for until
the December report.

There is no doubt but that the Crop Reporting Board for
the Government has studied more factors and plans than any
other organization on earth, and has realized the many short-
comings and deficiencies of the present system of reporting.
In spite of all of this, they have found no method up to this
date which is better than the one being followed. Almost
every year a new plan is tried out in relation with the old.
Take, for example, the field counts were started two years ago
and this year the crop frontage meter was started to replace
the antomobile speedometer in estimating erop acreages which
have previously been our bug-a-hon. North Carolina alone
has over 3,000 cotton reporters. Many of these men are
supply merchants, bankers, cotton commission men, as well
ag farmers. All of our reporters must be recommended in
definite ways before they are enlisted as reporters.

A prominent commercial journal of New York recently
came out with a very drastic article criticizing the Govern-
ment’s cotton reports. It stated that it was sending a staff
representative through the South to get the facts of the real
sitnation. It seems a joke to those familiar with the business
that such a prominent publication could even imagine that
it conld send one man, strange to the cotton territory, through
such an enormous area as the Southern cotton states and get
the facts in a limited time of one or two weeks. If it takes
a longer time than this, they would not get the true situation
because conditions ean change radically in a week’s time. At
best, even with an automobile, one could hardly interview par-
ties at more than fifty important points. If he travels by
train he goes through the worst agricultural sections, because
the railroad does not go through the best farming areas.

The Government’s State statisticians are men unbiased in
their judgment and who are sincerely doing their very best
to arrive at the true facts of the cotton situation. It is
humanly impossible to anticipate when the first serious frost
will ocenr or when a hail storm, drought, flood, weevil ravage
or other serious factors may oceur. That is why the Govern-
ment’s estimate is “A erop based on present conditions and
not subjected afterwards to unfavorable weather, insect pests,
or other injurious agencies.”

A prominent southern cotton paper had a special article
in its last issue in which it stated that the Government’s
reports were biased and underestimated the crop. In the
same paper was an article stating that the Government’s
estimate was too high. Tt seems that the crities should be
consistent in their viewpoints. The last year’s Government
estimate in December came remarkably close to the final pro-
duction. There was no check on the final production until
the March Ginner's Report appeared. It is impossible to
make a final estimate of the crop until the final conditions
affecting production are known. It is even impossible to
know what per cent of the crop will be left in the fields
unpicked, due to labor shortage, weather conditions, lateness,
or unsatisfactory prices.

The Government’s estimate is simply an established method
of getting an index to the crop according to the present
conditions, and one 1s presuming when he states that the
July and August forecasts were so far more or less than the
final production. As a matter of fact, the states are for-
bidden to make production forecasts until about September
1st. Earlier than that the report should indicate the condi-
tion of the crop rather than the basis for forecasting pro-
duetion.

APPLE SITUATION

A recent commercial apple inquiry returned some very
interesting information on varieties and on the percentages of
the total production belong to summer, fall, or early winter,
and winter production. Estimates for all of the principal
apple-producing counties of the State show that of the total
crop in prospect this year, 19 per cent belongs to the summer
varieties, 35 per cent was estimated as fall or early winter,
and winter varieties make up 46 per cent of the prospective
crop.

A tabulation of the number of times each variety was re-
ported showed that of the summer varieties Red June, in-
cluding those reported as “June apples,” was well in the lead.
Farly ITarvest was seccond and Horse and Transparent were
third, each being reported an equal number of times, Tn the
fall and early winter class Bonum was well in the lead as a
first, followed by Buckingham and Virginia Beauty on a fifty-
fifty basis as second in importance. Grimes and Delicions
shared for third place. Of the winter varieties Winesap and
Red Limbertwig were reported an equal number of times for
first place. Stayman stood second and York followed closely
as a third.

The apple erop this year is generally reported as very good
and the September 1st condition report indicates 83 per cent
of a full crop. Seab has been diffieult to control in some
sections, but it is expected that a large per cent of the crop
will be first-class fruit.

“A bountiful supply of apples is in store for the North
Carolinians this year,” says C. D. Matthews, State ITorticul-
turist. “The crop is one of the best in years and an abundant
supply will be available for eating and canning throughout
the State; in faect, it is the duty of every man, woman, and
child of North Carolina to consume as much fruit as possible
so that the crop may not be wasted,

“North Carolina shows an increase of 324 per cent in
volume over last year’s crop, which is a greater increase than
has been made by any other state.

“During the fall reports of rather dry weather have been
made, but no serious losses have resulted. Nearly all varie-
ties show good to heavy crop. The size and color prospects
are excellent.

“More orchards were sprayed this year than in any vear
past, and in these orchards the quality is very good.

“Prospects for apple prices are good for high quality fruit,
properly graded and properly packed. As usual, low grade,
poor quality stock will be difficult to dispose of.”
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PRICES PAID TO PRODUCERS (Farm Prices)

North Carolina U.8
1924 1923 1924
LivesTock aND Livestock Propucrs:

Hogs (live weight), per 100 1bs..____.__.____._ $  8.54
Beef cattle (live weight), per 100 lbs 5.67
Veal calves (live weight), per 100 Ibs 7.94
Sheep (live weight), per 100 Ibs._____ 6.32
Lambs (live weight), per 100 lbs._. 10.15
Milk cows, per head.....__________ 55.74
Horses, per head. .. _________._ 79.14
Chickens (live weight), per b..__.__ .20
AT o [ G SRS SRS .26
Butter, per b, oiiceeeiccennacnas J3Iv
Milk (wﬁo]e), retail, per quart______ 108
Milk (whole), wholesale, per 100 1bs. o ey 41 2.18
Butter-fat, per1b..o oo ccocooacco. i o) [ — .358

Wool (gnwashad), perilbic. e se snmmasues i .32 .33 .335
GRAINS AND SEEDS:

Corn, per bu. of 70 Ibs... .
Wheat, per bu. of 60 Ibs =

Oats, per bu. of 32 lbs.____
Barley, per bu. of 48 1hs
Rye, per bu. of 56 1bs.....___
BucI:wheat. per bu. of 48 1bs._.__.__
Flax seed, per bu. of 36 lbs..._______
Kaffir corn, per bu. of 36 Ibs.._____.
Beans (dry edible), per bu. of 60 lhs
Beans, soy, per bu. of 60 1bs._._____.__
Peas (dry edible), per bu. of 60 Ibs..
Cowpeas, per bu. of 60 1bs...________
Clover seed (red), per bu. of 60 Ihs._
Timothy seed, per bu. of 45 lbs._____

o

Wt whose o |

Alfalfa seed, per bu. of 601bs. ... _______ | _________ | _________ 10. 99
Cotton seed, per ton of 2,000 Ibs,_. B 42.00 38.44
Popcorn, per 100 Ibs. in ear_______ S | T s ) B 3.73
Frurrs ANp VEGBTABLES:
Apples, per bu. of 48 bs. . oo i .- .70 1.00 1.22
Apples, perbarrel ... il 3.00 3.00 3.31
Pears, per bu. of 48 1bs.._____ 1.25 1.80 1.75
Peaches, per bu. of 48 1bs,_._______ 1.26 2,10 1.52

Grapes,perlb,_...____ .. ___________ 1 .07 J052 -033

White potatoes, per bu. of 60 lhs.__. 100 | oo 1.113
Sweet potatoes, per bu. of 55 Ihs._ 1.25 1.40 1.514
Cabbage, per ton of 2,000 lbs..____ 30.80 oo .. 37.38
Cabbage, per 100 1bs.._._..__ 3 2.70 2.75 2,76
Turnips, per bu. of 55 lbs. i | | 1.028
Onions, per bu. of 57 1bs..... 1.50 1.60 1.69
Tomatoes, per bu., of 86 1b8.oocooo oo 1.40 1.70 1.347

Hay Crops: }
Hay, all (loose), per ton of 2,000 1bs. ._.___.._____.__ 200 s 12,95
Hay, all (baled), per ton 0f 2,000 1bs.......__________|  30.00 |____._____

Timothy ha{1 (loose), per ton of 2,000 lbs..

Clover hay (loose), per ton of 2,000 lbs.... 16.00 20.60 14.00
Alfalfa hay (loose), per ton of 2,000 1bs,. LU | (S — 13.84
Prairie hay (loose), per ton of 2,000 1b8. -« ccoaoomo|oaoooaaca|iaeaao 8.60
OraEr COMMODITIES: ~
Cotton {lint), perlb...oocceoiica i o s, L P .278
Broomcorn, per ton of 2,000 Ibs...oococcooooo oo |oooo oo 171.29
Tobacco, per 1b.oceeoaeaao-. .22 .23 .24
Honey (comb), per Ib...._____ ] L7i4) S——| -206
Honey (extracted), per 1b..___ ) I 175
Peanyls, PET 1D . crmvrmim s s s et S S S h 07 . 069 .066
Prices PA1D BY PRODUCERS:
Clover seed (red), per bu, of 60 1bs...__.________._____ 14.67
Timothy seed, per bu. of 45 Ibs.. £ 4.18
Alfalfa seed, per bu, of 60 1bs._______ 2 13.01
Corn meal (ground corn), per 100 Ibs...______________ 2.71
Soy-bean meal, per 100 1bs,..________________________ 3.02
550 G st i e 1 32.81
Middlings, per ton___._...___. - 37.14
Cottonseed meal, per ton_____ . 49.78
Cottonseed hulls, per ton_____ = 21.43
Roele salt, per 100 1he. o coioun o i 1.25

STATE AND COUNTY FAIRS

The Extension Service of the State College has announced
county agricultural fairs at many places over the State.
These should be attended and studied carefully. There arve
object lessons available to farmers who do not understand why
their products do not bring good prices, Types, grading, and
packing examples are there. Then, too, farmers need these
opportunities to give their families this type of contact and
change.

The State I'air will probably in the future be under the
management of the State College of Agriculture and Tngi-
neering. They propose to make certain exhibits that will be

open for inspection all the year. This arrangement should
offer the students a good experience in arrangements, display,
Judging and the exercise of their initiative. Tt should mean
an improvement in future State Fairs.

The Department of Agrienlture and fruit exhibits will be
in the concrete Horticultural Building mear the new race
track and pounltry building.

No fair tickets will be available for reporters this year.
The fair management hag discontinued this privilege and no
funds are available to purchase them. We wonld like to have
reporters who come to the fair visit our booth there and the
Crop Reporting work office in the Agrieultural Building fac-
g the Capitol Square. The fair will be worth taking
advantage of.

Crop Report Comments
(Continued from page 2)

and more popular in other states, warrants the expanded area
for seed production as well as for hay. Tt is decidedly easier
and cheaper to grow than eowpeas.

PASTURES

Farmers should be mindful of the faet that pastures are
not nearly as good as a year ago. In fact, many are about
dried up already, which will necessitate a dependence upon
forage crops. With a serious shortage of hay and corn, many
farmers are faced with a serious problem for feed erops.
Corn silage is going to prove a valuable crop this winter. So
are velvet bean fields where they can be grazed.

NATIONAL CROY CONDITIONS

North Carolina crops in general show about 12 per cent
below the average ten-year condition at this season. During
August there was about a 4 per cent improvement. The
United States shows a 4 per cent deficiency in erop conditions
as compared with the ten-year average. The national corn
crop is 15 per cent below the ten-year average; peanuts, 13
per cent; tobaceo, 11 per cent; cotton, almost 5 per cent, and
pastures about 2 per cent less than the ten-year average con-
dition at this season.

The peanut erop has increased about 8 per cent in acreage,
but the low condition offset the acreage increase.

DECLINE IN SEPTEMBER 16th COTTON REPORT

The boll weevil is at last making the acquaintance of the
North Carolina farmers, This pest is not only attacking
squares and young bolls, but a large percentage of grown
bolls are found with mature weevils or damaged locks in
them. There was a decline of 6 per cent in the condition of
the erop during the first half of September. The prospeet of
782,000 bales from a much larger acreage shows a 23 per cent
decrease in the erop from last year. The present condition
of 52 per cent of a full erop, indicating 208 pounds per acre,
is the lowest in our history.

As will be seen from report on the bottom of page 4, an
average of 6.7 bolls per plant were reported safe September
15th. This is probably more than was actunally safe. East-
ern counties have had entirely too mueh rain, favoring enc-
mies of cotton. Many expect less than a 12,000,000-bale crop
this year for the United States and 700,000 for North Caro-
lina.
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