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AUGUST 1 CROP FORECASTS

Propucrion—NorrH CAROLINA

ProvuctioNn—UNITED STATES

Condition
Aug. Ist,
Per Cent

Sweet potato

Potatoes, white.
Winter wheat..
QOats__
Rye. S
Buckwheat. .
Sorghum s
Peanuts
Hay (tame).___
Apples (commercial crop)-
Apples (agricultural erop).
Peaches

75

1924 1923 1024 1923

: Condition

August Forecast | Harvested Crop | Aug. Ist, | August Foreeast | Harvested Crop
Per Cent

45,918,000 58, 568, 000 70.7 2, 576,000,000 3,046,000, 000

753,936 1,020,000 67.4 12,251,000 10,128,478

270,000,000 386,000,000 Y 1,202, 000,000 1,491,000, 000

9,516,000 10, 500, 000 70.2 80, 800, 000 97,200,000

4,532,000 3,956,000 85.4 399, 000, 000 412,000,000

5,830,000 OB A LI L SR ol 589, 000, D00 572,000,000

4,515,000 5,082,000 88.2 1,439, 000,000 1,300,000, 000

574,000 603, 000 93 65,000, 000 63, 000,000

157,000 176, 000 87.7 15,100,000 13,900, 000

2,787,000 2,944,000 PRI etk e S SR 32,001, 000

130, 830, 000 153,000,000 75.6 636,000, D00 636, 000, 000

783, 000 941,000 84.4 89,000,000 89,100,000

324,000 100,000 57.8 29,400,000 34,300, 000

6,482, 000 2,700,000 57.8 184,000, 000 197,000,000

2,060,000 260, 000 66.9 52,200,000 45,700,000

NORTH CAROLINA: A FRUIT AND TRUCK STATE

Thirty years ago North Carolina was quite a trucking
State. DBecause many erops became unprofitable, due to
competfition with Virginia and South Carolina production,
former trucking territory lost its importance. For the past
few years trucking has been on the increase in North Caro-
lina; the Sand Hills and mountain counties have also shown
considerable increase in fruit activities.

The peach industry in North Carolina has grown rapidly
during the past ten years. This year’s production outlook
in the Sandhill area alone was for 2,500 cars. Due to the
unfavorable marketing conditions, perhaps less than 2,000
cars will be shipped out. This same area, extending up to
Sanford, has a large acreage of dewberries, the expected
production being 300 cars this year. In the lower Sandhill
region, extending to Robeson County, the watérmelon and
canteloupe industry is quite important. Except for the
unfavorable weather conditions, 700 cars of melons would

have been shipped this year. Thousands of cars of lettuce,
cucumbers, beets, early Canadian peas, beans, and other
truck were shipped, strawberries over 2,000 cars and Irish
potatoes over 6,000.

In the mountain counties the interest in truck, including
potatoes and cabbage especially, is assuming large propor-
tions. A large kraut factory is active in Boone. Certified
seed Irish potatoes are being grown and shipped out of
Avery and Buncombe countics. For many years large
shipments of potatoes and cabbage have been going out of
Jackson, Haywood, Buncombe, Caldwell, Wilkes, Surry,
and other counties. The coastal and mountain areas form
almost entirely the trucking territory of the State. The
principal intensive areas are Moore, Scotland, Columbus,
Duplin, Wayne, New Hanover, Beaufort, Craven, Pamlico,
Carteret, Pasquotank, and Currituck counties in the east.
The principal fruit counties are Sandhills surrounding Moore
County, Surry, Wilkes, Alexander, Caldwell, Buncombe and
Haywood in the west.
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THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

A summary of the agricultural situation in the United
States, according to the report issued August 1st by the
United States Department of Agriculture, may be found
in the short and terse statement, “Bad weather, higher
prices.”

For four years, the major food erops have been so bounti-
ful that the market has been all a buyers’ market. Now
we are up against a season so backward and unfavorable
as to change the basic production and price situation.

Wheat harvest has worked up into the north. This is
undoubtedly a better year for the wheat growers, except
in the Pacific northwest. Over much of the world, and
especially in Canada, bread grains are shorter than last
year, while our own yields are rather better. Assuming
that growers will sell something over half a billion bushels
of wheat, they apparently stand to get from one to two
hundred million dollars more for it than last year. That
means some paying of debts and easing of the strain. It
1s a question whether 1t will induce so cheerfully expansive
an attitude on the part of the Wheat Belt, either financially
or mentally, as some city spokesmen now prophesy.

The corn situation is by no means good. Stands are ex-
tremely spotted, many fields are full of weeds, and much
of the erop is so far behind that it will need something
approaching a frostless fall to mature. Corn i1z a feed
crop; high prices mainly add to the cost of live stock pro-
duction. Corn searcity is as unprofitable to agriculture as
a coal famine would be to urban industry.

The main significance of the corn situation lies in its
effect on livestock production and prices of the coming year.
Expensive corn this fall will presumably further the liquida-
tion of breeding stock which is now in process. Unless
history is a faithless guide, hogs and high grade cattle will
be good property before this time in 1925. Of dairy cows,
there are 6 per cent more in the country than last year,
the increase being greatest in the west.

The south is going through critical days now, but cotton
bids fair to produce a larger and more evenly distributed
income than last year.

All in all, this season is apparently going to give agri-
culture some increased economic leverage. The index of
purchasing power of farm products is slowly rising; it moved
up to 79 in June (relative to the year 1913 taken as 100),
or 10 per cent higher than any other June in four years.

Comparing crop productions at the present time with the
crops raised ten years ago, the figures show that the country
is ralsing a great deal more than at that time, and in many
of the principal crops, this year’s production amounts to
more than the average crop during the ten-year period.
The trend in prices during the month of July in farm prod-
ucts was lower. Cotton, beef cattle, hogs, butter, and wool
showed a price level during July slightly lower than the
previous month, while corn, wheat, hay, potatoes, and
eges were running a- little higher. These trends are in
prices received at the farm by producers.

In line with farm products, the following commodities
likewise showed a lower price trend during the month:
Tood, ete., fuel and lighting, metal and metal produets,
building materials, and the average trend of all commodi-
ties was towards a lower level.

Observing the cold storage situation, we find that the
general storage situation reflects the return of more normal
balance between production and demand. It still tends

fo strengthen the position of lamb and beef producers,
while the opposite is true of dairy products,

“PBusiness is quiet, especially that involving future com-
mitments. The general trend of production and ftrade
appears still on the down-grade.

“The stock market has advanced lately, affording hope
that this may foreshadow a revival in business later on.
So far as the day-to-day needs of the country go, they may
presumably be counted on to sustain fair general trade
activity and to inerease it in the fall. But that great vacuum
of war-time shortages in automobiles, textiles, and railway
cquipment has been filled and the building and construc-
tion shortage is rapidly being caught up. A slump was
lIogical and we are getting if.

“Tarm products will, perhaps, not find go active an urban
market this fall as last. However, as things look now,
this may be largely offset by shorter supplies of some of
the major foodstuffs.”
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This curve 1e]31c“-eﬂts the relationship between prices, at the farm, of farm
products and prices, at wholesale, of non-agriculiural products, unit guanti-
ties being considered in each case.

For more than three years the exchange value of farm products has been at
the lowest level in a generation. Considering the year 1913 as 100, the pur-
chasing power index averaged 67 in 1921, 69 in 1922, 72 in 1923. It is now
rising ; in June it stood at 9.

The graph above shows the aggregate value of cotton,

corn, and tobacco in North Carolina for a series of years.
does not show a true comparison between the upper

and lower graphs, as the top refers to North Carolina only,
while the Purchasing Power illustration relates to the United
States as a whole. The high point reached in 1920 shows
a corresponding high purchasing power, which illustrates
that the condition was rather general over the country.

Cotton still holds the lead in its purchasing power, with
wool a close second. Swine are low, with hay and wheat
also low. At the present time farm products will purchase
almost 80 per cent of the non-agrieultural commodities
that they would in 1913. There has been a steady rise
since 1921.

In North Carolina the situation is much improved from
that of one month ago. Weather conditions are vastly
different.  Crops have recuperated wonderfully.  Boll
weevilg are not as menacing as was expected.  Crops are
fairly clean.  Small grains are unusually good. Peanuts
are good. , Tobaceo is h(1 ter than was (\poctod It should
be 1(1111(*111%011'(1 however, that the long raimy spell washed
out much of the plant i(mrl especially in sandy soils, This
is telling on many crops,
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WHY DO FARMERS NEED CROP REPORT
INFORMATION?

The following was prepared in reply to a request from
one of our crop reporters: “Please explain to me what good
there is in these reports?”’

It is generally known that merchandising and industrial
work held an even greater risk than farming, before the
cooperative exchange of RESULT statistics enabled pro-
gressive manufacturers to foresee trends and avoid the
probable over-selling or over-buying. Banking became safe
when auditing and exchange of ecredit and general trends
of business information was established. Kvery productive
industry now collects and publishes statistical reports of
its own production and that of its basic raw products.
They all publish reports of their business operation annually.
Most states require this. By these methods they have
obtained data which enables them to largely meet depres-
sions and to stabilize their output in selling prices.

Farming is the last business of an industrial nature to
take advantage of the proven methods of other businesses.
The wisest heads of both bankers and farmers realize that
farming is bound to be the footstool of traders until the
farmers provide and STUDY the RESULTS of farm pro-
duction, which will enable them to forecast the probabilities
of supply and demand ahead of their spring planting and
fall marketing.

The only way to meet the needs of the situation is for the
farmers to do as the manufacturers, bankers, and others
have done by making and studying reports of their own
and the general farming operations. This has been accom-
plished in North Carolina with crop acreage only. The
advantage to this State is already evident to outsiders who
see the contrast with Virginia and South Carolina, where
this information is not collected. During the past six years
that this work has been done in this State, the realization
of these statements has rapidly been appreciated. Un-
fortunately, several counties have steadily refused to co-
operate in this work.

It is admittedly better for the farmers to report this
information to an unbiased agency, as the Department of
Agriculture, than for the required reports to be based on
mere estimates. Truth and information nearest to the real
conditions are always better than distortions and lies.
Without this the speculators would probably return to
their old practices of taking a maximum advantage of their
privately collected information, for which they pay a large
price. If having crop report information was to the dis-
advantage of the farmers, it would, of course, not be per-
mitted to be collected. TFarm-raised and farm-interested
men are solely in charge of the crop reporting work. The
State Statistician is a farm owner, and largely operates it
himself. He has never known any other type of business,
and has no other interests.

The speculator could take a maximum advantage of their
own findings if the Government did not provide estimates
to stabilize conditions. If the estimates should become
biased (wrong), the public and trade would soon diseredit
them and they would be of no value. This is why we have
1o use care in developing the reports. Perhaps you think,
as most others do, of cotton only in dealing with the crop
report disadvantages. You must remember that there are
thirty-five other crops in North Carclina that have no
speculative nature. We regard this information of far more
importance than that on cotton. Btrange to say, prac-
tically all of the criticism which has been made concerning
the crop report work has come primarily from large cotton
counties.

Where ignorance exists, failure lurks. We listen to the
scheming soothsaying local trader, whose main purpose is
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THE OFFICIAL CROP REPORTING BOARD

The North Carolina Agricultural Statistician was called
to Washington to appear on the official crop reporting b_()‘a.r(f-
in relation to the August Ist crop report. This board has
a speeial room where the consideration of various reports
and data are available for determining the latest crop
conditions and forecasts. Their work is done entirely be-
hind guarded and locked doors, with the windows com-
pletely shaded and sealed to prevent any chance of com-
municating with the outside. Three field representatives
of the Crop Reporting Service are required to-be members
of this board. There is doubtless no less biased or more
broadminded analytical board of this kind anywhere in the
world.

It is surprising to observe the degree with which they
go into detailed analysis and study of the periodic weather
conditions all over the United States, as well as the various
kinds and sources of reports:sent to the Seeretary of Agri-
culture, who keeps these under lock and key until the
board officially calls for them on the morning they convene.
The time for the release of the crop reports is decided by
Congress in January for the remainder of the year. Upon
the completion of the determinations and at a set hour,
copies of the results are given to newspaper reporters, the
Associated Press and other news agencies, who have in-
struments awaiting them about the walls of the large room
provided for this purpose. In this way the information
1s distributed all over the world within a few minutes after
the board room doors are unlocked. This means that any
person can get the information if they so desire as soon as
it is released. It also insures that the trade and speculators
cannot take undue advantage of their own privately se-
cured information before the stabilizing Government reports
are known.

THE FARMERS' GREATEST NEEDS

The average farmer thinks that if he can cultivate a few
more acres to make a little more production, that he can
see his way to be clear of the unprofitable work he is now
doing

According to the observations of many experts familiar
with and interested in the farmers’ welfare, the farmers’
greatest needs are: (1) More intensive cultural methods;
(2) Familiarity with local, county, State, and National
trends of production and marketing; (3) Appreciation of
and practice of better grading, packing, and shipping
methods; (4) To spend at least one hour a day in reading
and studying as other industries have found it essential to do.

Although last, the perhaps most important of these
needs is for more reading and contact with the commercial
public than is now being done. The farmer must learn
more of what is required after his products leave his hands
in order for him to meet the competition and requirements.
The farmers have been entirely too much at the commis-
sion man’s merey without knowing how to help himself.
A little time given each day or week should enable any
farmer to avoid many of the pitfalls that are at present
handicapping the agricultural industry, which is now con-
dueted under haphazard methods.

to undermine the good work being done by the Department
of Agriculture. At the same time he is daily buying and
selling locally at the expense of the farmer. It is far better
for the farmers to study and learn conditions from the
Government’s reports, than to take interpretations from
local buyers, who are admittedly trading with the farmers’
products.
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. .
AUGUST CROP REPORT (By Districts)
(See Distriet Map Below for District Division)
MounTaIN PrepmoNT CouNTIES Coasran CounTIES SraTe
CounTins AVERAGE U. 8.
Crops AND FEATURES REPORTED Unit |~ ] = Aa:;,r'
Northern| Western | Northern| Central | Southern| Northern| Central | Southern|August,[August, )
Mountain|Mountain|Piedmont [Piedmont | Piedmont| Coastal | Coastal | Coastal | 1924 1923
1 4 2 8 3 B 9
Conx—Condition_ . __________ o 83.6 85 81 76 78 69 70 55
SweeT Poraroes—Condition. ... _____________ ?E. 89 70 79 81 R? ;f’g zfii ﬁg
5 : e e 7 1 1 1 = b ' g H
S s ———————r a 2 % 68 & £ 70 i o4
Per eent of crop planted alone... ..o . cocooiooaoooo ... % 07 98 97 ot 87 93 72 85
Per cent of crop planted with other erops_....__.____._____ b3 3 2 3 & 13 7 28 15
Per cent of crop that are Spanish__________________________ o 47 75 63 63 43 27 ik 16
Per cent of crop that are North Carolina__________________ o7 48 R 2 25 45 41 63 a8
Per cent of crop that are Virginia (Jumbo)....._ ... ... % & 25 35 12 12 32 13 26
Alu*Lh:.‘E‘J—Cundition ________________________________________ [ 86 83 00 93 06 88 92 88
HA A DNIIATON S s s e | Dol 2 el | SE— | T | 5 gy, ") || SN S
All:imne B e o 02 87 92 92 gﬂ 82 83 75
T T L e % 02 88 92 01 8 81 85 87
ComranioN Crors 18y Cory: g o
Bercont planted BloNE - oo meneirs e S s s % 88 88 88 86 79 65 45 al 74
With two or more crops.. % 3 2 2 1 1 5 3 5 1
With peanuts only__._____ Al (Y | —— et | SR — 2 2 1 10
\Q’:it}}] soybeanaonly oo o or 3 4 4 4 5 18 33 20 H
With peas only_________ % 4 6 6 8 13 8 15 16
With velvet beans only__ '-,"EU 2 eauy 1 2 2 2 7 2
CroveEr Hay—Condition. _ LA 90 89 91 88 78 02 90 87
Average yield per aere___ Lbs. | 2262 1785 1932 2441 1666 i 1000 2050
ArrFarra—Condition. . __ % 82 93 04 06 76 90 67 a0 .
Average yield peracre. . cuoooociiisiiioiioon. Lbs. | 2614 20687 2442 2312 2500 2000 2750 2380 ... e
gas'rmw—%omili_tiipu .............. % 2(7; :g 3; 3; 89 ?2 :}Jg 9; ga 84
oW st ‘ gl )/ 8 ¢ 6 4 i b S R ¢ ] LS
‘Acreage planted alons... % | 7 7 78 77 i 16 % | 80 |
Acreage planted with other erops_. .. ________________ % 25 23 22 2 57 84 72 50 i o o
Soveeaxns—Condition.______________ o 87 01 04 90 T 83 75 85 B8  |zoaooiie
Per cent of total acreage planted alone. __________ L7 73 86 78 76 50 25 32 45 leee, =
Per cent of total acreage with corn or other erops. % 27 14 22 24 50 75 68 ah
Veuver Beans—Condition....______._______________ % 74 84 80 88 80 87 70 70
Acreage planted alone______ o 69 48 18 32 31 5 15 16
Acreage planted with corn % 31 52 82 68 69 05 85 Bt | sl oo
Conprrion (Compared normal); )
L7 o 85 92 a1 03 0 88 88 90 88 50 72,7
Poars.._..____ % 71 76 83 83 70 67 67 -6l 72 22 62.1
Blackberries__ % 90 91 a1 92 92 35 88 7 88 82 84.8
Melans - coocoe oonnic s 9 71 72 65 (9 4 51 48 30 67 72 72.6
Sorghum eane for syrup__ % 80 87 85 86 85 72 76 (1 81 80 75.5
Pecans ... ____ %% 73 39 86 83 93 84 73 71 | ST
5 IIumﬁ: s Ly G D % 90 87 87 87 87 1] 68 59 B |lewesssss feersmmsz
FARM LABOR:
Supply compared with normal.__._._ .. _________________ % 80 80 85 86 9 82 83 87 11| (R
Demand compared with normal_________.______________ ] 83 04 94 a7 U8 103 101 02 a7 RS | [
AUGUST COTTON REPORT
Condition eotton August 1st.________________________________ 17 | [ o d 7 063 69.9 2 a7 55 49 58 82 G7.4
Number weevils present August Ist—
Compuared number present August 1st last year 71 59 62 71 118 76 71
Compared usual number August 1st.._________ 76 53 68 76 131 87 75 it
Average date cotton made first grown boll.__ S| Aug, 2| Aug. 4| Aug. 4| July 28| July 29 | July 27 [ July 24 |.
Usual date of first grown bell_.___________ | Aug. 3 Aug. 2| Aug. 1| July 28 July 28 | July 21 | .July 19 |
Average date first boll opened this year_ -| Sept. 3 | Aug, 27 [ Aug. 22 | Aug. 27 | Sept. 1| Aug. 20 | Aug. 18
Usual date first boll opens.__..__ " __ Aug, 20 ] Aug. 20 | Aug, 20 [ Aug. 19 | Ang. 19 | Aug. 15 | Aug, 12
Average number bolls snfe August 18t oo ________| No, |.________ 1 5 5 3 4 4
HORTH CAROLINA
COSMRATIVE CROP REPORTING SCRVAL
THIS MAP SHOWS THE i, TO UNDERSTAND OR
\
\
REPORTING DISTRICTS. " TO LOCATE THE ABOVE
4
FIX THEM IN YOUR DATA, STUDY THIS

MIND

Gommercial

TFhor Crap Aves.
Trvck,

Lang wat westher.

@ Fruil. @ Boll weavil bad. ﬁ%a fimits.

These ‘l’!q! explain the shaded areas above.
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THE AUGUST 16th COTTON REPORT

According to reports released August 16th, the condition
of the cotton crop in North Carolina improved only 1 per
cent since the first of the month, showing a condition 59
per cent of normal. This indicates a prospective produe-
tion of 795,000 bales, which is an inerease of 41,000 bales
gince August lst report. The normal refers to the yield
per acre and not what some call a normal production. A
normal or 100 per cent yield at this date would be 354
pounds of lint, but at a condition of 59 per cent, the pros-
pective yield is only 208.8 pounds.

The Nation’s crop, according to the report releaged on
the 16th, will be 12,956,000 bales. Of this amount, North

Carolina’s crop amounts to 6.1 per cent. Last year we
produced 10 per cent of the 10,128,000-bale crop.

Up until the first of August cotton suffered greatly from
cool nights and excessive moisture, but from all present
indieations the crop is badly in need of rain, especially in
the coastal and lower Piedmont counties. This unfavorable
weather condition has caused the plants to yellow and shed
their bolls to a great extent. It remains to be seen just
to what extent the boll weevil will damage the crop. It
is reported in the most intensive area that the pests are
on the inerease. It cannot be said, however, that farmers
are not on the job, for they report a very small percentage
of abandonment to this date. One man says: “Much of
the cotton that has been carefully cultivated in this locality
is an absolute failure although it has not been abandoned.”



NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

AUGUST 1 CROP REPORT (County Averages)

PercenTAGE CoNbpitTioN oF Crop (Compared with Normal)

Crover Hay

Counry
Cotton | Corn Pgrai%i:s Tobacco
Alamance.__..__._. 80 88 87
Alexander. 62.6 74 83
,,,,,,, 88 04
68 70
g 88 :
,,,,,,,,,, 88
59
73
40
Brunswick _ 62 52
Buncombe.__ 02
Burkel = o 85
Cabarrus._ 87
EaldwellTSErmwa S L 80
Camden_ 55 75
Carteret._ 63 gl L S
Caswell. T e 87
Catawba__ 74 71
Chatham__ 65.7 60
Cherokee.__ s S 2 90
CHow anReniina: 65 87
] Y SR AL O | g TR T 82
Cleveland_ 71.6 73
Columbus_ 49 41
Craven._..__ 47 70
Cumberland_. 45 64
Currituck_____ 55 67
B I el | SR T 100
Dayidsont s ol it 72.5 93
DavieZ [0 0 - 81 85
Duplin__ 42 52
Durham_ 70 75
Edgecomb 55 66
Horsw ot e 100
Erankhn- -tttz 62 60
Grastonio s o=l 67.5 93
(rateackgned o iis i 72
T B e SRR =k A
Granville_. 77
Gireene.___ i}
Guilford. 01
Halhfax__ 58
Harnett___ 83
Haywood, _________ | A 87
Henderson_________ Haats 88
75
55
45
83
95
80
33
72
,,,,, 78
1Einpal e SRR 78.5 72.5
MeDowell. 73
Macon___ 87
Madison. 90 70
Martin____ 53 73 71
Mecklenburg..._.._ 71.8 78.5 82
NIEGHE] 1 PRI FERE | GO E i 97 87
Montgomery..__.__ 75 75.5 76
Mporesat S TSR T 72 45 97
68 67 74
s M 40 75
G0 35 60
0 33 56 53
Orange: " fe Tt 63 74 74
Pem it NEiAT I 51 80 75
Pasquotank___.____ 55 85 75
Pender__..._ Saf 41 33 55
Perquimans________ i e S 100
AR Tlie T et e LR A 95 95
Rifi e e= = i 56 67 72
Bl Ty 87 55 90
Randolph___ * 85 78 88
Richmond 63.3 66.6 83
Rabeson_ 40 48 59
Rackingt bedulin bl et 88 80
Rawans -1 L IR 81.5 89 02
Rutherford__.______ 76 67 68
HHTNDEON S —ets - e [ B g i o 61 75
Hootland S Teaisn e 50 57 70
Bihiein] v S e 72.8 81 99
(RIS | (o e W 87 a1
Uy SRR | SO, S0R 87 82
Swain_____ | SR 95 60
Ylranevlvaria S SRR o 91 77
Tyrrell__. do a7 = Sl L B s
Union__ sz 70.6 74 72
Vance = 64 70 60
Whicetoamuiininoe 61.5 72 71
W ATrens==suricsio 56 i 57
Washington________ 62 85 85
WA R ST R R S S 84 T e | e
Wayne. ... "0 _ 65 83 73
Wilkegtieoine b Loyl i e 79 88
WalaontEsenE et 63 75 80 68
VadlemIet e bR i oS 83 88 69
Yencey oo e TRERT T o 09 89 85
Btate.ciio.oi- 58 75 75 68

Apples,
Per Cent,
of a Full
Crop
Promise

Peanuts

89

Hay,
All
Tame

Hay, I Sorghum
Wild | Pasture | Cowpeas |Soybeans| Cane for
| Syrup
| —
05 ES 95 96 03
08 100 95 95 88
103 DR 153 s e S S 92

ST ey
ot 71
92

80 90 80 1) 77
77 76 87 80 o1 85
,,,,,,,,,, 72 96 75 a9 100
70 88 87 87 93 78 85

Alfalfa

Average
Yield Per
Acre, First

Cutting

Pounds

2175
2460
2200
2000

2192
1750
1000
1500
1650

I e
T e 2622
81 90 2050

Con-
dition
Per Cent
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CORN

The condition of corn, which was reported July 1st as
84 per cent of normal, dropped to 75 per cent during the
past month. This condition is 10 points below the past

ten-year average and indicates a 45,918,000-bushel crop for -

this State. This expectation is 5,510,000 bushels less than
the crop expected July 1st; 12,650,000 bushels less than
the crop harvested last year, and 9,148,100 bushels less
than the average erop for the past ten years. The reduc-
tion in the condition of corn in North Carolina has been
due principally to the continued and severe rains throughout
the State during the first of July and the crop has
had little chance to improve since that time. Fields are
reported as being very grassy and the plants are small and
aring poorly.  The best conditions of the crop at present
are to be found in the mountain counties and in the northern
Piedmont. The heaviest decline in the erop was through
the coastal counties, especially in the southeast.

The August forecast for the United States crop, at a
condition of 70.7 per cent, is 2,576,440,000 bushels. The
deterioration of 1.3 per cent during July was less than
usual, although the condition has seldom been poorer.

Farmers throughout the corn belt are busy with late
haying and cultivation. The corn erop is about two weeks
behind. There is a continued reduction of hogs reported,
due to prospects of higher priced feed, and hog prices are
rising. The region has been heartened by the higher priced
grain crop and is hoping for a rise in the prices of live-
stock.

COTTON

North Carolina cotton is poor. The condition August 1st
was 58 per cent of a normal crop, which was an improvement
of only 2 per cent over that reported July 16th. A normal
crop at this time would be a yield per acre of 341 pounds
of lint, but the 58 per cent condition indicates a prospective
yield of only 197.8 pounds, and the present expectation for
the crop is 753,956 bales. Although the condition has
improved some during the last three weeks, it is still in a
very poor way for making a very large crop. The change
between June 25th and August Ist (37 days) was a 15 per
cent. decline. The State’s crop is still very late with con-
ditions poorest in the northeastern and southeastern coun-
tieg.  Boll weevils are doing considerable damage, especially
in gouthern counties. However, they are reported as not
numerous as last year, and due to the fact that the crop
ig considerably later than usual, the damage from them is
not expected to be as great.
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COTTON CONDITION ZONES

Divisions in WAP above show the lo-
cation of the areas whore cotton is Toh
poor, and where the conditlon is better.

Tho condition August lst ranges from below
50% in the south and eeat to abvove 80% along
the northern limit of the belt.

While the condition of the entire cotton belt in the United
States is 67.4 or 1 per cent less than on July 16th, the fore-
casted production of 12,251,000 bales is 3 per cent more
than was estimated then. The reason for this is due to the
fact that the par, or full-crop basis, increases as the season
approaches harvest or the period of absolute safety for the
crop. Only 21,924 bales of this year’s crop had been ginned
prior to August 1st.

The entire crop is rather backward but is making fair

growth. Tt has been too wet in the east and too dry in
Texas. Some damage by grasshoppers is reported in the

west, but very little weevil damage as yet. Cotton has
been laid by west of the Mississippi. The market sentiment
is reacting sensitively to crop conditions. The South
generally is looking forward to higger and better distributed
incomes than last year.

TOBACCO

The tobacco markets are opening in North Carolina
about September 2d. The expected crop that will be for
sale 1s about 270,000,000 pounds and is 116,000,000 pounds
less than the crop harvested last year. While this year's
acreage was reduced about 10 per cent, the small produe-
tion 18 not due exclusively to this. The 68 per cent condition
of the crop indicates a yield per acre of 537 pounds. Last
year the yield wag about 700 pounds. The leaves are re-
ported as light and thin. Much of the crop ripened before
the plants fully matured, which is resulting in light yields.
The plants were damaged considerably by the continued
rain, and during the past two weeks the excessively hot
and dry days have continued the decline in the crop. As
to the prices that will be paid this secason for the leaf, ex-
pectations are, as usual, at thig time very uncertain. Con-
ditions similar to the present have usually been followed
by comparatively good prices, but this is far from an
infallible rule.

The United States crop declined during July from 78.8
to 71.7, which caused the forecast of production to fall to
1,202,350,000 pounds. Weather conditions have been un-
favorable to tobacco, especially along the Atlantic Coast.

PEANUTS

In line with the change in most other crops in North
Carolina, peanuts declined 14 per cent from th- 84 per
cent condition of July 1st, and this condition of 70 per cent
indicates a yield of 875 pounds per acre and the total pro-
duction for the State of 130,830,000 pounds. This is
32,170,000 pounds less than was produced last year. There
was an increase in the acreage of peanuts of about G per
cent compared with Iast vear. According to a summary of
reports August 1st, it was found that about 98 per cent of
the peanut crop was planted alone as solid acreage, and that
the remaining 2 per cent was interplanted with other
crops. It was also found that about 10 per cent of the
crop was planted to Spanish or small peanuts, about 6 per
cent to the North Carclina or medium-size type, and 84
per cent to the Virginia (Jumbo) or other large sizes. North
Carolina produces about 21 per cent of the Nation’s crop.

The total erop forecast for the United States is 636,000,000
pounds, which is the same as the harvested crop last year.
The average farm price per pound was reported July 15th
as 6.4 cents.

FRUIT

Fruit showed an improvement in condition between July
1st and August 1st. The condition of apples changed from
82 to 88 per cent, pears from 70 to 88 per cent, and the con-
dition of peaches August Ist was 88 per cent of normal.
The improvement wag general all over the State, especially
so in the northern Piedmont counties, according to numerous
reports from Surry, Wilkes, Caldwell, and Alexander.
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There has been a substantial improvement in apples. The
orchards in the western mountain counties report a con-
dition of apples about 87 per cent compared to a full crop
prospect.

Commereial shipments of peaches to date have amounted
to 1,283 cars with expectations of about 350 more. Prices
are good at present, ranging from $2.50 to $2.75 per bushel
and $2.25 to $2.50 for the six-basket carriers. These prices
are much better than at the beginning of the season when
the price was ranging around $1.00. This latter was due

to competition from the Georgia market. The quality of
the shipments is said to be unusually good. The color
and size of the fruit is splendid. Very few reports are re-
ceived from the principal fruit areas of any serious damage
to the erop.

The condition of the United States crop showed a marked
decline since July Ist. Compared with a month ago, the
forecast of the commercial apple crop shows a decrease of
3,100,000 barrels and peach prospects decreased 1,500,000
bushels.

SEMI-MONTHLY FARM NOTES, AUGUST 1-15, 1924

WEATHER

August has been hot and dry in North Carolina since
the first of the month and crops are now showing the need
of rain in several sections. Welcome rains occurred in
many eastern counties on the 13th. The northern central
counties report the weather as favorable since the heavy
raing early in July. The central or Piedmont territory has
been far more favorably weathered this year than the
castern counties.

Crops improved over the State as a whole during August.
However, the excessive rains washed out much fertility and
left crops grassy on many farms. After the beating rains
of July, the soils were left in a condition to be easily af-
fected by the later dry weather. In the main, the condition
of the soil is good. However, the dry and hot weather
has baked soils in some areas, making them difficult to
plow. Fields are generally clean and the majority of crops
are well cultivated. The attitude of the farmer seems to
be one of optimism. Many reports from the southeastern
counties indicate that crops are in poor shape and the
prospects discouraging. This is particularly true on light,
sandy soils where the plants are generally small and un-
fruitful. :

COTTON

It is evident that the boll weevil is doing little damage
at this date except in three general localities. These are
Scotland-Robeson  counties, Edgecombe-Halifax, and
Chowan. While they are present in most areas, they are
not as active as was expected. TLower Halifax has over
100 dusting machines in operation and is expecting to
counteract most of the boll weevil damage. Cofton has
improved over the State as a whole. Plants are showing
better color and fruitfulness. The bottom crop is reported
as quite short. Many sections have reported heavy shed-
ding, especially where conditions are dry.

TOBACCO

Most of the tobacco crop is harvested in the eastern
counties and is under way in the Old Belt. The condition
is only fair, with light weight as a rule. The color is generally
good. The June and July rains washed out much of the
fertilizer, leaving the texture thin. More wax 1s on the
leaves than was at first expectbd. Much premature ripen-
ing has been experienced. Local reports of firing, bad stands
and poor color have been received, as usual. The general
outlook is for a shorter crop than last year.

SMALL GRAINS

Since the threshing is almost over, wheat and rye yields
are much better than were expected. The quality is also
good. The wheat acreage was reduced considerably, but
rye was greatly increased. Many sections report the largest
wheat yields in their history, yields of 40 bushels per acre
being not unusual through the main producing counties.
The poorest yields seem to have oceurred in the mountain
counties. Much small grain was left in the shock during
the rainy weather, but less damage by dampness occurred
than was expected.

CORN

There is perhaps the most variable condition in the corn
crop than has existed for many years in North Carolina.
Where the heavy rains were experienced in many eastern
counties, the corn is very poor on light soils, while it is fair
to quite good on stiff lands. Many interior counties have
very good corn prospects. The acreage is about as usual.

PEANUTS AND SOYBEANS

The peanut crop has improved considerably during
August. The outlook is for a fair to good yield. Plants
are generally regular in stands and have good color and
size, following an opposite condition in July. They are
pegging nicely. The acreage is considerably increased.
Deficient plant food by leachage may affect the final yields.

Soybeans are looking unusually good and their growth
has continued to spread over new territory.

FRUIT AND TRUCK

The fruit outlook continues good and peach shipments
are quite active in the Sandhill territory of Moore and
adjacent counties. A good apple production is expected in
mountain counties. This has been a record year for truck
shipments in the eastern counties and weather conditions
are rather favorable for the present growing crops.

FARM LABOR

As expressed at the Tar River and Roanoke Livestock
Association meeting at the Edgecombe Test Farm on the
14th, the farmers are coming to the point of depending
upon their families for labor as needed hired help cannot
be procured. In other words, they are adapting themselves
to circumstances and are no longer complaining of the
shortage.
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WHY SOME CROP REPORTERS FAIL

It frequently happens that the person who readily promises
to report will as quickly discontinue. These as well as
others, frequently take up with something new readily but
are not good stickers. The cause of this may explain why
some cerop reporters do.nof last long.

Mr. A. finds in his mail a Government, penalty envelope.
Because it has no stamp, he considers it worthless and
frequently throws it aside unopened. The envelope may
be made of cheap paper. He does not realize that this is
done as an economical measure. If he opens the envelope,
he finds a printed sheet instead of one addressed to him
personally, as he would prefer to receive. This is done for
the sake of economy. Perhaps he takes the schedule or
inquiry out and decides that he will answer it later. Later,
frequently, never oceurs. “I just forgot” usually. spells
procrastination. This also means indifference. Tt is the
indifference to crop reporting which usually results in tardy
and careless reporting.

If one is eareless in making crop reports, he will probably
be as indifferent to reading the publications sent and in
observing changes in local crop conditions. He dislikes to
report simply because he has not found it interesting.
Active participation usually develops interest. Interest
usually results in finding opportunities and information
that spell the difference between mere existence and success.

Many indifferent reporters criticize the Government’s
crop estimates and cast an unfavorable reflection on an
important service with which they are poorly acquainted.
Too many of us are prone to eriticize another’s work simply
because we do not appreciate the difficulties and unseen
problems that exist.

A CROP REPORTER’S PRIVILEGE

If opportunities offer privileges, the average crop re-
porter is perhaps neglecting many chances for safeguarding
his work and future welfare. We wonder how many re-
porters analyze the Weather and Crops weekly publication,
as well as this monthly bulletin, for the purpose of under-
standing better the economic situation with which he must
deal. He has an opportunity to know better than others
the conditions existing in his locality, in the State, Nation,
and world. The more he puts into it, the more he will get
out of it, as is true of all other opportunities.

The average reporter has the privilege of getting very
valuable statistical information which should be of con-
siderable assistance to him. Sueccessful manufacturers have
found similar economic information in relation fo their
work indispensable in planning for their production and
marketing operations.

Tarmers wonder why other interests are trampling the
agricultural industry. It is simply because others are
organized and exchange basic information on trends, manu-
facturing and selling costs. Farmers are too narrow-minded
to either inform themselves or let even such agencies as
the Department of Agriculture help them adequately. This
attitude must change.
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THE UNITED STATES FARM CENSUS FOR 1924

I'or the first time the United States Bureau of the Census
is to make an agricultural census five years following the
usual decennial enumeration. The work 18 to be begun
December 1st and extends through January. Only farmers
will be allowed to do the enumerating, according to Mr.
Rogers, Chiel of the Burcau of the Cengus, Department
of Commerce.

Due to the contaet the agricultural statisticians have
with farm statistics, it has been decided to put the State
Statistician in charge of one district located around Wake
Clounty and comprising eleven counties and over 41.000
farms. It is anticipated that the work done for our North
Carolina annual farm census will aid greatly towards the
most complete returns for this work. A smaller number
of questions than usual will be asked.

The object in having farmers as listers is to insure the
most complete enumerations, as well as interpretations of
the data listed. Of course, it should be understood that
this information is confidential and has nothing whatsoever
to do with taxation. It is solely for the Federal Govern-
ment’s information.

RECENT CROP COMMENTS—AUG. 15-26

The following comments have been received by this office
since the 15th of August and will give some idea of the
changes in condition sinee that time.

The weather conditions are reported asg having been good
with occasional showers. Due to the dry, hard condition
of the soil up to this time, fields have been very hard to
plow. Fields are considered fairly clean for this time of
the year.and all sections are reported “fairly clean.”

The prospects for cotton, as indicated by reports received
since August 15th, show that there has been a slight im-
provement due to improved weather conditions. Many
state that cotton is blooming profusely but shedding badly.

Many farmers are through curing tobacco. Sales begin
about the 2d of September. The crop has cured out light
in weight but has a very good color. 'The majority of
the crop 18 reported about the average in quality.

Much of the corn crop in this State shows the effects
of bad weather. The stand is thin and spotted. Some
farmers are beginning to strip fodder. The majority of
the crop was late. Early corn shows better conditions
than the late planted crop. '

It is interesting to note the fact that the eastern counties
reported an increase in truck this year. The crop at present
is showing the need of rain. The condition of livestock
is good. Farm labor continues scarce. Hay crops are
reported as fair to good.

In response to the inquiry as to the condition markets
in the State, the following were the replies: “Tobacco is
not selling high, outlook bright;” “Good;” “Cotton poor
at this time;” “Dull.”
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