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THE NATIONAL FARM FORECASTS

The wheat situation shows an acreage reduction of about

7 per cent. The July condition was 3 per cent better at 79
per cent of a full crop than the June Ist condition, the ten-
vear average being 4 per cent higher. The ]'nodu('tion 18
forecasted at 740(00 000 hush(l‘,, the average price being
99 cents on the farm. Oats are slightly increased in acre-
age; the 87 per cent condition is appreciably better than
usual. The forecasted production of 1,356,000,000 bushels
will perhaps result in a lower price than the 47 cents per
bushel reported for June. Rye is reduced 16 per cent in
acreage, but the condition is about as usual, the National
price being 62 cents.

The truck outlook is fair to good. Irish potatoes have
brought fair prices, especially where the yiclds per acre were
high, as in this State. The National acreage was slightly
reduced, but greatly increased in this State. The average
condition is about the usual for this season. The June 15th
bushel price is one dollar, or 25 per eent higher than a year
ago, Sweet potatoes have about the usual acreage, with a
condition of 81 per ecent, which is about 5 per cent below the
average. The average yield is estimated at 92 bushels, and
the June price is $1.39 per bushcl.

Fruit averages well, there being two-thirds of a full apple
crop and 70 per cent for peaches. The commercial apple
crop is estimated at 32,000,000 bushels, and peaches almost
54,000,000, both productions being much above the usual.

Cotton outlook is for a 4 per cent increase in acreage, 71
per eent condition, and 12,000,000 bales. The forecasted
yield is 144 pounds per acre, Wth the June farm prwo being
close to 28 cents per pound. The visible stocks are quite low,
but eonsumption by mills is rather inactive. The Nmth
Carolina prospects are poor at this date.

Tobacceo has about an 8 per cent decrease in acreage, with
a condition of 78 per cent of a full erop, which is low. The
production outlook is for 1,204,000,000 pounds. This is
about 15 per cent below last year’s outlook at this season.

WHAT FARMERS MUST DO

The greater the hazard in any business, the greater the
need for careful analysis and study of production and mar-
keting conditions. There is perhaps no industry that has a
greater hazard than agriculture. The weather, through rain,
hail, storms, freezes and excessive heat, may destroy a crop
without any recourse to prevent it. Then there are plant dis-
eases, insect pests and lack of organization in production and
marketing that are against the farmers’ interests.

The farmers must follow the examples of other business
men by giving more attention to safe-guarding, to the best
of his ability, against these factors. Cr 1’{1(191115 of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to help aid the farmers will not get them
anywhere. It should be recognized that unless the methods
and information advocated -by the government specialists
were approved they would not be tolerated. All industrial
business organizations have their reports on trends of supply
and demand; production and marketing costs. In fact,
every business except agriculture has been worked out fo
such a definite statistical basis that almost any one could
learn the last detail by a little investigation. This must be-
come true in agriculture.

We must not only secure information on the farmers’ in-
tentions, but we must learn to analyze these for the purpose
of correcting the chances of over- or under-production prior
to the time of aetual planting. Intentions reports are nof
collected for the purpose of making estimates, but rather that
the farmers may know the trends and be in a position to cor-
rect their plantings before it is too late.

The farmers must mix business thought with their hard
work. They must take time to think out their plans before
beginning to execute them. Those familiar with farm work
know that the farmer’s reputation for being idle for one-half
of the year is not true; but it is true that they have ample
time to more carefully plan their year's work during periods
when outside work is not permitted. The idea that specu-

(Continued on page 7)

|



NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

STATE AND NATIONAL CROP REPORTS

(Cotton, Tobacco, Soybeans and Peanuts comments on p. G)

While the United States corn crop shows the lowest July
condition in its history, conditions in North Carolina are
also becoming distressing. The weather conditions in this
State have been unusually unfavorable for several weeks.
This has resulted in poor cultivation, grassiness and uneven
stands and growth of many types of crops. Tt has been very
difficnlt to harvest small grains and hay without serious
damages. While the farmers had poor spring conditions to
start their farm work, yet their good spirits have lasted
until the recent continued wet weather has made them very
much disheartened. The hand labor requived for keeping
cotton and tobaceo clean has been very expensive and, con-
sidering the shortage of the supply, is a serious problem.

There ave some favorable aspects, such as good fruit crops,
good pastures, good corn, and the most favored areas are in
the heart of the cotton, tobaceo and small grain belts of the
State.

CORN

The North Clarolina corn erop shows a condition of 84 per
cent, which is about the ten-year average. The acreage is
reduced 2 per cent from last year, partly on account of un-
favorable spring conditions for planting. The present out-
look of the crop is 13 per cent less than last year. The aver-
age price of $1.10 per bushel is some less than a year ago,
but is the third highest of any State in the Union, Georgia
and Alabama leading. Last year’s erop was unusually good
all over the country.

The United States condition is 13 per cent below the ten-
year average and the lowest in the history for this season.
The acreage is reported to be slightly inercased, resulting in
a foreeasted production of two and one-half billion bushels,
or 16 per cent below last year’s harvest. The average price
of the country is 81 cents as compared with 86 cents a
Year ago.

WHEAT

The wheat outlook in North Carolina is unusually good
for this year, the average reported yield being 1114 bushels
per acre and the quality unusually good. Only 4 per eent of
last year’s erop is reported as remaining on farms at this
date. The acreage is considerably reduced, being 10 or more
per eent below last year's. The foreeasted production for
this State is 5,300,000 bushels. The average price per bushel
i about $1.20, which is much less than a year ago. This
price, as with corn, is one of the highest quoted for any
State.

The United States condition average 78 per cent, this be-
ing 3 per cent below the fen:year average and forecasts a
produetion of 542,551,000 bushels of winter wheat, while the
condition of 82 per cent forecasts 197,461,000 bushels of
spring wheat.

0ATS

The oat erop for North Carolina promises a yield of about
21 bushels per acre. The quality is very good. The acreage
is slightly reduced. The winter conditions were unusnally
damaging to the oat crop, resulting in a very poor stand and
much abandonment of the winter erop, while the spring erop
was considerably increased, due to the losses of the fall
planted erop. The growth of the winter oat plants was un-
usually good and many farmers left even poor stands to be
harvested. This is partienlarly true in the central and west-
ern counties. Spring oats are very low or dwarfed, while the
heads are nnusually heavy. This erop has one of the best
stands recorded for many years. The production ontlook is
forecasted at 4,700,000 bushels, Of the North Carolina crop
60 per cent is planted in spring oafts.

The National outlook is for 1,356,338,000 hushels, based
on a condition of 86.9 per cent. This forecast is 4 per cent
better than last year, The average farm price was 47 conts,

as compared with 44 cents a year ago.

The yield this year
is estimated at 32.6 bushels per acre. .

IRISH POTATORS

The early Irish potato erop in North Carolina is perhaps
the largest in the State’s recent history. There have heen
5,655 cars of early commereial potatoes shipped from North
Carelina to July 10th. The shipments this season are ex-
peeted to pass 6,000 cars. The prices received have been
generally satisfactory, due to the large yields per aere,
Many reports of 30 to 1 yields, equivalent to 200 hushels per
acre, have been known. The average yield of probubly over
120 bushels per acre is estimated for this erop. The quality
is unusually good. The acreage was inereased perhaps more
than 20 per cent over last year’s crop. The average person
does not know that eotton is frequently planted between the
rows of the early potatoes, so that a few days after the pota-
toes are harvested the cotton is sufficiently high and well
cultivated that all evidences of the potato erop are gone.
This 1s intensive farming whereby two valnable cash crops
are grown on the same land in the same year. Double or
companion crop farming is very common in the trucking
regions. The late crop of potatoes, of course, will be deter-
mined at a later date. Tt is expected, however, that this
year’s Irish potato production will be around 5,000,000
bushels, or 21 per cent above last year's reported produetion,

The National Trish potato erop has a forecasted vield of
09.4 bushels per acre, which is almost 9 per cent below last
year’s erop.  The acreage is reduced 10 per cent from last
year’s. The average farm price per bushel is about $1.00,
or more than 20 per cent better than prices a year ago.

BWEET POTATOES

The sweet potato outlook in North Carolina is very prob-
lematical at the present time, due to adverse weather condi-
tions.  While a condition of 82 per eent of a full crop is
reported, the wet weather conditions existing since the time
the reports were made may have appreciably lowered that
condition. The acreage is reported to be 4 per cent greater
than last year’s. North Carolina has consistently ranked
high in its sweet potato production. It also has been a con-
sistent, heavy loser through fanlty methods of harvesting and
storing.  Last year wonld have mnetted the farmers a big
sum had they properly housed their potato crop. Ti is gen-
crally true that the potato crops, which sell for low prices
carly in the season, arve likely to hring good prices for storage
pofatoes gimply becanse few are stored.

The Thnited States sweet potato outlook is for a 7 per cent
reduction in acreage and a condition of 79 per cent of a
normal erop. This forecasts a produetion of about 91,000,000
bushels, which is 6 per cent below last year’s production and
8 per cent below the five-year average. The forecasted yield
per aere is 92.2 bushels, while last year the average yield was
98 bushels per acre. The present National price for sweet
potatoes is $1.38 per hushel, which is 30 per cent more than
they sold for a year ago.

PRESENT CROP FOREC!

NortH CAROLINA Uxirep Srares
Crors
1924 1924 Com- 1624 1924 Com-
Production | pared 1923 | Production | pared 1923
Cotton, bales....__ - ... 720,000 70 11,934,000 118
Tobaero, pounds________ 315,468,000 8297 1,204,000, 000 8]
Clarn, bushels Hl,428,000 88 2,515,000, 000 82
Wheat, bushe 5,567,840 a2 543,000,000 a5
Oats, bushels_ 4,753,980 94 1,568, 000,000 120
Rve, bushe 621,100 103 fi4, 800, 000 103
Trish potatoe; 5,715,060 144 373,000,000 a0
Sweet potato s 2 10,233, 600 103 41, 200, 000 04
Peanuts, pounds_____________ 156,817, 248 Uk 676,079,000 106
Soy beans, bushels e 3,111,000 1 A .. il R L
Hay (all), tons______________ 1,137,500 109 90, 100, 000 85
Apples—
Agricultural, bushels______ G, 000, 000 292 106, 388, 000 100
Clommereial, barrels. 300,000 300 32,263, 000 04
TPeaches, bushels.__ 53,700,000 118

A




NORTH CAROLINA

FARM FORECASTER

FRUIT OUTLOOK

Judging from a special peach and apple inquiry sent out
recently, indications are for rather promising prospects for
these two principal fruits. In terms of percentages of a full
crop promise the State average for apples is reported as 77
per cent and peaches as 80 per cent.

Reports from counties in the eastern mountain belt show
a quite favorable outlook in both apples and peaches. Aver-
ages, in terms of per cent of a full crop, promise for Alexan-
der, Caldwell, Surry and Wilkes counties show 73 per cent
for apples and 87 per cent for peaches. Blight in this sec-
tion 1s reported as relatively light and a light to medium
drop has oceurred.

In the western mountain belt veparts ave slightly less
favorable, but the outlook is reported as generally good.
Averages from Buncombe, Haywood, Ilenderson and Polk
* counties indicate 69 per cent of a full crop promise for
apples. Blight is reported as light, and the drop is given as
medium to heavy.

In the Sandhills peach distriet reports indicate a very
favorable outlook. The averages for Montgomery, Moore
and Richmond counties show 87 per cent of a full crop
promise for peaches. A light to medinm drop is reported.
Prospects in this section are generally considered as um-
usually good, and it is quite probable that a large crop of
fine quality fruit is being produced.

Reports for the State as a whole show that blight has been
quite serious in spots, but is generally given as light. A
light to medium drop is reported, and some local frost and
hail damage has occurred. In general, the State outlook is
quite promising.

TRUCK

Conditions this year have apparently been rather good for
the production of early truck. The early Irish potato crop
is unusually large, with more than 5,800 ears already shipped.
The quality is reported good and the yield heavy. Irish
Cfobblers make up most of the shippers’ erop. The produe-
tion of early cucumbers has also been heavy, totaling to date
about 1,540 cars. The color and size was good. In the
Mount Olive section the Farly Fortune variety is favored
and both the black and white spine types are grown. Snap
bean shipments are reported at 600 cars for the season to
date. Canadian or May peas were shipped in large quanti-
ties from eastern trucking counties. An unusually large
acreage was harvested.

The following table gives the approximate carlot ship-
ments to date from North Carolina and the Nation, and the
percentage that North Carolina’s production is of the total

for the country. Early strawberries are included as a matter
of general information as shipments were completed some
time ago.

Arproxivmare Carcor SmrpMeENTS T0o Jury 127H orF Frurrs
AND VEGETABLES
Per Cent
North Carolina

Carlots from Carlots

Products North Carolina United States of National
Trish Potatoes........... 5,800 35,000 16.5%
Strawberries .............. 2,007 17,700 11.39%
(Encymn e fos e 1,540 4,800 32.09%
Snap Beans............. 600 3,300 18.2%

That North Clarolina is coming back as a trucking State
is evident. The boll weevil ravages will probably encourage
this further. Sweet potatoes are grown to a great extent,
but few are shipped. We are behind in this crop from a
commercial standpoint. The prineipal drawback is in our
method and degree of curing, grading and marketing. A sur-
prising large percentage of North Carolina sweet potatoes
decay each year.

We have at least one large kraut factory. Many of the
mountain counties grow large quantities of cabbage.

A SIMPLE, TEDIOUS TASK

The average person thinks it is a simple matter to deter-
mine the monthly conditions of the erops; for instance, cot-
ton being 73 per cent on the last report. As a matter of
fact, it is a tedious, long process to arrive at this figure. For
instance, in July a field trip of over 1,000 miles was made
in a Ford, during the entire trip of which two members of
the Crop Reporting Service were carefully watching, liter-
ally, every field passed. During this time crop meter and
field counts were made. Interviews at county-seats were held
concerning important crops. More than 10,000 schednles
were sent to cotton farmers. The returns to the Raleigh
office alone numbered more than 1,000 used. Comparisons
of about 3,500 cotton farmers’ cotton acreages were made
with last year’s acreages. These various data were assem-
bled into county tabulations, carefully edited for reasonable-
ness, county averages were determined, district figures were
worked out and valued according to their importance of pro-
duetion, and State figures finally determined. Checking to
prevent errors was, of course, necessary all the way through.
This detailed procedure is not only given to cotton, but also
in relation to all other crope.

A SURVEY OF 1924 CROP ACREAGE COMPARISONS WITH LAST YEAR

NORTH CHROLINA R j.zif/: STORLS | ROURINGHART 0}4 G w a':\’“:"“”pm" 5 3 \|
COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE == 9 \‘
Rolesgh N.C. 7 ;/nfﬂm\m FEa5Y TR | CUILFORD rrTag o A \\ :
0 Lt - -l - ALBEMARLE S0UND \\
AV
D1%aR LE D3OR - R \
qj\, 4 & 5 ! % \
HAY w06 T s /2 fson \
k) QS g 175 sTon o HeLg. \‘
— (14,1
Ham > !H‘nbon (5 q“"-:zf:r—.:—l:‘u m'L Higy| CABARNDY HONT- LA ik sj "
e 23 S o hEﬁﬂm—{ ! g o] !
CHEROK] r/ @ 4/ qan3 () LA P \‘ AVER PAMLLO SOUND —-J
(Cins / Iy o ol N i
IJC A . e TKRAONG= £ 2ia 7 UL /}Jhm ﬂ ,e’}’
5 WoT| 7
Surveys from 31 shaded countiss, To 7 . i
. . GBE=aN L,/
2462 farm reports used in comparingz crop acreages. i [? ~ --_Y/
These farms had a total land area of 358,674 acres. &
The results for particular crops were as follows:
Cotton [/ 7o  TWheat A4 7o Poanuts /A0 B2 p June 1924
Tobacco $6.3% Oats 98.¢9 Irish Potatoes /3075

9% 7

Soy Beans /02.T 7

it

Sweet Potatoes /05 To
Points where crop meter records were recorded during

last month's crop condition inspection trip over tie state - Made in automobile~8Days.
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JULY 1 CROP REPORT

(See map below for district divisions)

MounTamw PrepmoNT CounTins Coasran CounTies
CounTies 0.5
o e S— Aver-
Crops AND FEATURES REPORTED $ Unit - age,
Northern| Western | Northern| Central | Southern| Northern| Central Southern| July 1, | July 1, [ July 1,
Mountain|Mountain| Piedmont|Piedmont| Piedmont| Coastal | Coastal | Coastal 1924 1923 1924
1 q 2 5 8 6 9
Corn—Acreage planted this year:
(n) Compared last year. _____________ -| % 08 45 95 45 04 uv 08 08 U8 100 101 .4
(h) %'nm{mrml usual__ S 4 9% 08 95 !lg lg!: 24 06 gB 112 A P 100 L
(¢) Condition.______ S = % o0 890 8 b 85 80 4 74 84 85 72
\'\r'ull-‘_.\'r- (xll) Average yield per acre. Iitl 10 4 . IEIi ” ]E g4 18 15 1.5 | 4.7
(b) Quality S -l % a6 94 8 05 96 2 66 86 93 A S
{¢) Per cent 1923 crop remaining on farms. 'jﬁ 7.9 6.7 5.9 4.0 3.0 A.0 4.0 4.5 4.5 4.5 T
Oars—*Per cent, of total acreage in: )
(;L) .J“Jpll']mg DB e e s e e e e S e % 78 72 -1.; 37 29 75 78 74 L e
(bh) IFall oats____ e % 22 28 5 (15 71 25 2 26 40 .
A‘E(‘ll'ﬂ‘[]._{(? J,\l'il'lnl per acre—(c¢) Sp fo 21 26 17 21 20 20 32 23 22
d) IMs 117, e B 22 22 19 23 21 21 36 2 2()

(u)) lemlii._xlz ot Al ohts. - | =% 91 88 88 84 80 82 &7 79 1T -
Porarors, Inisi—Average yield per acre Bu. 95 88 82 93 84 118 86 114 114 — 09 .4
SwekT Porarors—Acreage planted this year

(a) Compared last year___________ " " o 93 85 82 a0 490 91 95 96 104 91 99.7
Eh)) ((_'um})_n]'ml 5231 £ | S 9 895 83 82 91 a0 93 94 48 98 02 e s
¢) Condition.______________ % 88 87 78 85 85 83 88 i} 82 80 81.:
Tosacco—Acreage planted this year: e .
(1) Compared last year % a3 93 87 84 91 92 05 88 a0 ] 92 .4
Eh}) Eump#}'c-d usual % 90 87 87 85 ';2 101 a7 Il 492 4
¢) Condition_______ A % ; )7 74 b 7 7 81 [} 7 7
A tEimConditin U e a 4 82 & 5 i §7 88 %
Iay—Acreage expected tame this year:
(a) Compared acreage harvested last vear.______ .. % a8 92 6 95 a8 04 05 05
(b} Compared usual acrenge_____ . % a4 93 97 o7 99 98 96 97
(¢) Condition (tame hay).___ % 89 87 91 00 94 80 88 85
Acrenge expected, wild, this yes
(d) Compared acreage harvested last year__. % 88 87 96 92 a7 97 100 100
8 S |4 | 2| k|8 |& ¥ |8 |8
y ~ondition (wild hay)_ _____ 0% g HE 5 ! f g
Woor—(a) Average weight, per fleece.. Llfs G 4 5 5 b 5 3 5
(b) Number per 100 shorn this spring_______________ . No. 80 77 52 78 73 77 ;L O —
Crover (For hay)—Condition._.______ 7 % 88 88 81 090 86 83 00 S
ALranra—(a) Average yield per acre. . Tons 3.0 1.5 2.0 1.6 1 Ferd 1 2.0 2.0
(b) Condition of growing crop___ % 80 a1 84 89 93 44 103 |essees -
Pasrure—Condition " % 94 90 01 06 05 41 95 07
(;I!APES-TCUII‘(Ii‘t-lOn_ LA 05 a3 94 42 !il 42 87 a1
1 zanrs—Conditio 9, 65 80 b 78 72 71 4 48
HL;\I’!KHI“.TLI_{‘IEHf..l % 06 45 91 05 89 o1 91 88
Murons—Condition_______________ a 81 84 73 82 89 72 82 61
Soysrans—Aecreage this year
(n) C‘mnparnd last year___ % 106 05 100 102 08 08 101 102
Eb}) ((j-nm}_!u_red usual__ % 121 98 101 107 ]gl‘. 09 103 47
[ ondition_____________ o 87 04 88 a1 i 83 a0 80
Cowrras—Acreage this year: s
{n) Compared last year.__ a 03 809 093 92 a1 89 85 84 03 92 05.2
gb)) (Cjum rared usual . 9 93 86 02 092 il::: 849 86 86 75 93 .
¢) Condition.. ..o o 88 093 88 84 8 83 79 T 84 84 2
Sonaium Cane (For sirup)—Acreage this year; = i
(a) Compared acreage last year_.________ o, 91 06 89 85 a0 92 91 84 96 92 101.6
(b) Compared usual_______" -] o 90 03 86 84 00 89 88 82 05 |
& (e) COn(lJ\tlUﬂ._ % 87 492 86 84 84 84 85 78 88 85 83.2
BANUTS—Acreng
Fg% Emnpnmdl last 3lrear o 100 94 98 89 493 100 97 89 106 105 107 .5
“ompared usual____________ L7 100 08 04 91 a4 94 98 90 48 11- S
N (e) Cunr‘liliut_l (per cent of normal) : ‘,:ﬂ 87 08 80 82 62 82 85 4 84 86 T 826
{__l:u ~~.1—Bc,ondm%p S ———— o 110 80 42 3 05 89 89 102 09 | =
VELVET Brans—Total acreage:
(2) Compared last year___.________________ % 08 100 82 96 73 96 101 89
E]))} E.‘o:n%.}ured usual___ LA gg 105 gg f;g gg 90 l!)g 40
¢) Condition____________ 9 ! 100 43 8 72
Home Garpens—Condition_ ")g 45 92 89 092 91 86 a1 81
Fanm Waces—(a) By month wit 3 32 37 31 30 a7 29 29 27
(b) By month without board 8 45 48 41 41 39 45 38 39
Et'l) gy lgny wif}l board________ 5 $ 1.63 1.83 1.71 1.60 1.3.’; 1.44 1.45 1.40
d) By day without board_______________ 2.06 2.24 2.20 2,06 1.80 1.92 1.93 1.%2
Fary Lavor—(a) Supply compared normal % 82 84 83 83 00 1o 9l 81
(b) Demand compared normal.._________ s | B 92 g8 96 i ] 94 105 - 104
JULY 1 COTTON REPORT
I‘i(t:t;:la\"r !\cm-:‘\lcn‘(?) Compared last year..____._________| o |.___.____. }35 Ilf}?' }::;-; }:7}4) }82 99 105 108 103 104 .4
b) Comparedusual.________ = = 105 2 2 0h 99 102 100
Coxprrion-—July 16 compared normal_______ 74 54 66 67 50 a0 43 5t 80 68.5
Per cent full stand this year June 25 report__ 86 79 86 86 77 8 77 74 I i
BoLn WeeviLs Presest— (a) Compared lust year_ “ 0 x 73 51 73 89 54 104 81 70 A | -
(h) Compared usual_.____ ~ " o 2 70 44 70 93 65 100 86 84 S
Finsr Squanes Formep—(a) This year__ v June 18 | June 18 | June 18 | June 16 | June 17 | June 11 | June 12 June 16|
() Usual___________ o ; June 10 | June 15 | June 10 | June 8 | June 11 | June 6 | June 7 June Of_____ |
Fisr Broom—(a) This ye _| Date July 10 | July 10 | July 10 | July 7| July 10 July 4| July 1 | July 6 -
L T - e i Date|__________ July 3| July 2| July 4 | June 29 | June 30 June 27 | June 23 | June?27|

MIUNTA g COASTAL
aswe mmwj" 18] &. LATES |11,
NORTH CAROLINA G e men L',Qe fu's > e
’h Gl "Jt-;,. LD SR ‘-‘;ﬁ'gi dlun - - i'i\ﬁ’&‘]a ff‘\
o AW ii'a M:l: 3 = i g'rh_ = .{,’ . "‘g - -
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NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER

JULY 1 CROP REPORT—COUNTY AVERAGES

Boll Corn
Present Con- Weevils
Acreage | dition | Per Cent| Present
Com- | June 25, | of Full This Acreage
CoonTy pared 1924, Stand Date Planted
Last Com- This Com- Com- Con-
Year, pared Season pared pared dition,
Per Cent | Normal, Last Last | Per Cent
Per Cent Year, Year,
Per Ceent | Per Cent
P e e S SR - M D 122 75 87 i, 8 99
Alexander. 112 77 7 39 89
allopghdiiyolel o o e tuis Sy | e A e sl SR EE Sy R S 100
Anson_.___. 100 74 86 86 102
avlene L R O DI T AR E s TR0 B 0n i BRI b o el g IRV = = 97
JaiGit e he O SR R e el S S 99
Beauf 102 75 97
Bertie 08 79 100
Blader 104 4 100
Brunswick 250 Sgren |, = USROS No
A | s 41
,,,,,,,,, g e | e e 06
103 81 91 88 94
Caldwell el et el SR IS R 100
Camden 103 65 3 |- SR, No
Garteretil- 1 oie T 117 50 75 90 40
Claawelll crs e ciny o e R Ol | B e s | Sh e 91
Catawba.__ 108 82 80 54 96
Ehatha i Cas ) o 107 78 84 66 93
(it ol vl R S R e S T L S i ] e T BURAT (el Bus 100
Ghowan el AR s s U 98 64 71 75 100
Ay RN NI e S TG R TR e T A et X 107
Cleveland_ 104 74 84 94 88
Columbus_ 114 70 75 101 100
Craven.__ 84 72 77 65 100
Cnmiber] did: R ae o
Currituck._
Dare____
Davidson
Davie___
Duplin__
Durham
Edgecomb
Forsyth_
Franklin
Gaston
Gates.
Granville
Greene.
Guilford.
Halifax__
Harnett_
Henderson
Hertford.___
oke___
Hyde.: __
Iredell.__
Jackson____
Johnston

Jones
Lee
Lenoir...
Lincoln____
MeDowell.
Macon__.
M arntinttasi
Mecklenburg
Mitchell . ____
Montgomery._
Moore__

Northampton
Onslow.__.
Orange_
Pamlico_.
Pasquotank_
Pender_____

Perquimans.__

Randolph__
Richmond._ .
Robeson_
Rockingham_
towan_____
Rutherford .
Sampson___

Warren_____
Washington
Watauga__

i et o el i
73 85 08
7 80 78

Sweet Potatoes Tobacco
Tame
Winter Hay,
Wheat, | Acreage Acreage Acreage
Average | Planted Planted Com-
Yield Com- Con- Com- Con- pared
Per Acre,| pared dition, pared dition, Last
Bushels Last | PerCent | Last [PerCent Yeur,
Year, Year, Per Cent
Per Cent Per Cent,
96 81 88 71 97

Soy
Beans,
Acreage
Com-
pared
Last
Year,
Per Cent

TTOR DISTRICT-SECTIONAL INFORMATION, SEE OPPOSITE PAGE
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COTTON

North Carolina made an enviable reputation. as a cotfon
growing State last year when 1,020,000 bales were grown,
at an average of practically 300 pounds of lint to the acre.
Last year’s crops put money into almost every cotton farm-
er's pocket. Debts were settled and far more than the usual
amount of goods were paid for by the farmers in cash last
winter. 1t was that evop which convineed many farmers in
North Carolina that they could grow cotton in spite of the
boll weevil, the simple reason being that they had actually
done this. Most farmers overlooked the fact that June of
last year was an ideal month for cotton. The setting of bolls
during July was sufficient to make an unusually large crop.
Plants were closer together in the rows than usual, which
Lelped in hastening the maturity of the boll. In late Sep-
tember and Oectober the cotton leaf worm came along and
stripped the leaves off, hastening the opening of bolls and
cleaner picking.

Last year’s conditions will perhaps mnever be repeated
again, In contrast to that, we have had a cold, wet and late
spring.  Warm, sunshiny days.came in late May and early
June over part of the State. A large increase in the acre-
age was contemplated, but it was impossible to carry out the
full intention. Oun a basis of June 1 of this and last year,
about 3,500 cotton farms were surveyed, showing 58,538 acres
this year, which was 11 per cent more than last year’s acre-
age on these same farms.

On a basis of 1,054 reports used, the cotton report for
North Clarolina showed an acreage of 108 per cent as com-
pared with last year, 73 per cent of a full crop condition pros-
peet, 79 per eent of a perfect stand, 75 per cent of the boll
weevils ag compared with the same time last year, the first
squares appearing on an average date of June 16th, while the
usual date the squares first appear is June 9th. The first
blooms appeared on an average date of July 6th this year as
compared with the usual first appearance of June 27th. The
most conspicuously bad features of cotton this year are small
plants, irvegular stands and grassy conditions.

The southern cotton belt shows a June 25th condition of
71 per cent, or slightly better than a year ago. This condi-
tion is based on prospects which were practically devoid of
boll weevil effects. The chances of a decline are very strong
in view of the continued wet weather conditions and. expected
boll weevil ravages. The natural crop acreage is expected to
be increased about 4 per cent. This will give a prospective
production of over twelve million bales, or an average yield
of 144 pounds per acre. Last year’s production was some
over ten million bales and the two previous erops much less
than that.

CULTON CONDITION

CONDITION ZONES IN MAP A0V RANGE FROM
VeRY POCR TO 85 PZR CENT OF NOTMAL

HORTH CAR
CoeRRATIVE ROV
oty

OLINA
Ol SR E

COTRN ACHEAGE 1924 COMPARED 1923

FIGURES IN MAP ABOVE INDICATE THS ACRZAGE OF
COTTCH THIS TZiR COMPARED VITH LAST YZiR. 20HES
INDICATE ARZAS OF LARCE OR SIALL INCHRASE.

TOBACCO

The tobacco sales for the past season in North Carolina
totaled about 310,000,000 pounds. The Cooperative Asso-
ciation reported sales for the Bright Leaf Belt, including
Virginia and South Carolina, of over 145,000,000 pounds.
Last year’s production in this State was estimated at 356,
400,000 pounds at an average of 21 cents value, giving $147
per acre.

The acreage this year is considerably reduced; in fact,
surveys of over 2,500 farms in North Carolina showed an
acreage reduction of almost 14 per cent. The July Ist con-
dition of 77 per cent indicates a production of abont 320.-
000,000 pounds, or 635 pounds per acre. Conditions sinee
the time of the reports have been detrimental to the tobaceo
erop, due to too frequent rains. This year's outlook is dis-
couraging at the present time. The best conditiony, for-
tunately, arve to be found in the main producing belt from
Lenoir northwestward to Nash, thence westward to Forsyth.

The unsatisfactory prices received by farmers last year
are largely respounsible for the large deerease in acreage. Of
course, high-priced cotton had its influence also.  Much com-
plaint has been made concerning the leachage of fertilizers
from the soil, due to the large amount of rain experienced
during the last month.

PEANUTS

North Carolina is one of the principal peanut producing
States of the Union. Her production last year was esti-
mated at 163,000,000 pounds. The commercial producing
arvea is confined almost entirely to the northeastern part of
the State, the Virginia line just about halving the belt ex-
tending up into that State.

According to our survey of over 600 farms in this area,
the farmers had 20 per cent more acreage planted than last
year. The official figures, as estimated by reporters, were a
6 per cent increase. Last year’s report showed that Y0 per
cent was planted alone—that is, solid aereage; that 22 per
cent was in small or Spanish peanuts and 43 per cent in
large or Virginia types of nuts. Those familiar with the
State express the opinion that perhaps fully 95 per cent of
the acreage is planfed alone, and that over 50 per cent is
planted to Virginia peanuts, including Jumbos.

The 84 per cent condition indicates 1,000 pounds per acre,
and 157,000,000 pounds for the State.

SOYBEANS

The main soybean reports will be made in Augnst. How-
ever, in July a year ago our reports indicated that of the
soybean acreage 47 per cent was planted for havvesting the
beans, 31 per cent for hay, and 22 per cent for grazing and
soil improvement by turning under. It was also estimaled
that 43 per cent of the acreage was planted alone—that is,
nothing but soybeans—while 57 per cent was planted with
corn or other crops.

This year’s report indicates a slight inercase in the acre-
age over last year and a condition of 87 per cent of a full
crop. It is generally recognized that soybeans are rvapidly
replacing cowpeas.  This 1s due to the lower cost of seed
and the larger production, as well as ease of harvesting soy-
beans over cowpeas. The central and western connties are
particularly taking more interest in soybeans as a erop. The
expected total acreage of soybeans this year is slightly more
than 190,000 acves. Last year’s yield was 17 bushels per
acre, with a seed production of 2,482,000 bushels, the aver-
age value being given at $2.00 per bushel, making the seed
worth $34.00 per acre. It should be recognized that many
seed were not picked, but fed with the plants. Others were
grazed down, as harvesting methods were not satisfactory.
The hay yield was estimated to average 1.5 tons per acre,




NORTH CAROLINA FARM FORECASTER 7

THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

This crop season begun late in the spring under adverse
weather conditions. Crops are from fen to twenty days late
not only in North Carolina, but in many parts of the coun-
try. While the spring weather usually finds the farmers in
fine spirits, this year has been one of discouragement. Na-
ture, however, is a remarkably recuperative agency. Right
when conditions are blackest, the bright sunshine and a few
days of good weather makes a wonderful difference. An old
seying is that “sunshine follows the darkest night.”

Over the country at large the corn erop is extremely
irregular, due to poor seed and bad weather. Wheat is gen-
erally good west of the Mississippi and is also unusually
good in North Carolina. In view of the recent improvement
in the wheat market, this is fortunate for this State. The
hog situation is due to follow after a period of discourage-
ment.

Towns-people are beginning te realize the effects of over-
production capacity. Most industries are in the position
recently experienced by wheat and livestock producers who
were all loaded up and no place to go. Money is almost as
cheap in New York as hogs are in Towa. Most prices con-
tinue downward, while farm prices are being maintained.
The index of the purchasing power of farm products is grad-
nally growing closer to that of other commodities, The 77
per cent purchasing power of farm produets is the highest
for forty-four months. The growing inactivity of industrial
work has not yet apparently affected agriculture, but there
1s quite a speculation as to the outcome. TFor two years
farmers have had rvemarkably good domestic markets for
their products. Fall conditions may change this, Agricul-
ture is now like a ship stripped for action, for farmers are
better informed than usual. Those best informed elaim that
for the immediate future the farmers stand a chance of gain-
ing more from cheaper labor and materials than they do of
losing by a closer market for semi-luxury products.

In the Sonthern States erops were growing rapidly until
some time in June. Cultivation was rapidly bemg caught
up with. Cotton was growing nicely and coming into bloom.
There were plenty of weevils in the Southern States, but very
little damage observed. The outlook was particularly good.
Since that time, however, the continued rains have seriously
damaged the erops in the Atlantic Coastal States more than
elsewhere. On July 12th the outlook in North Clarolina was
particularly blue, as the rains have come daily for a long

bime. FARM PRICES

North Carolina farmers are particularly interested in the
outlook for cotton, tobacco and peanuts, as these are the
chief cash crops on which the farmers depend for their
money income. As will be observed from the map on page 6,
the best conditions of cotton are to be found in the central
eastern and the central Piedmont counties. The Coastal Belt,
particularly in the northern counties, may experience a very
disastrous cotton year. The price, therefore, should appeal
to growers,

In May, 1913, cotton averaged 11.6 cents. May a year ago
the price was 26.2 cents as compared with 28.1 eents this
past May. Favorable weather conditions in the western cot-
ton belt have resulted in a slight decline in the price. The
shortage of the world’s supply is bound to hold the prices up
to a fairly good level.

Corn shows a price one-third greater than in 1913, while
wheat and hay are one-fourth higher than before the war
period. Tlogs are still below the pre-war level. Wool is
bringing the best price, which is more than twice the 1913
hasis.

Early truck Irish potatoes have brought fairly good returns
to the growers in the Clarolina distriet, especially in consid-
eration of the large yields and the quality made. The
monthly trend of almost all prices is downward. Food' is
staying about the same, as are building materials.

RELATIVE PURCHASING POWER

The relative purchasing power of all commodities show
that cotton will buy one-half more of other commodities than
it would in 1913. On the other hand, corn, wheat and hay
will purchase from 10 to 15 per cent less than they would
before the war. In terms of elothing, corn, wheat and pota-
toes will buy only about two-thirds of what they would in
1913. When we come to livestock, we find that the purchas-
ing power ranks around one-half the value it had in 1913,

The farm wage level shows that the National trend is more
than one-half again as high as it was ten years ago, while
the general wage level is more than twice what it was in 1913,
The retail price of food has gradually declined from 1920,
when it was twice the pre-war level, until it is now only 40
per eent higher than the basic 1913 price. The wholesale
price of food is 37 per cent higher. The wholesale price of
all commodities is almost 50 per cent higher than ten years
ago.

The general trend of prices for farm crops shows that they
are 39 per cent higher in value than they were in 1913,
while the purchasing power of farm produets for other com-
modities is only 77 per cent. The low point in the purchas-
ing power of farm products was reached in 1921 at 64 per
cent.

TREND OF PRICES
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The curve of “commodity prices”” represents the Department of Labor whole-
sale index of all commodities exclusive of farm products and food. The live-
stock and crop price curves represent prices received by farmers. For about
two years prices of non-agricultural commodities have been slowly falling. 'The
farm produet group has been depressed by low-priced meat animals, a natural
result of the grain surplus of 1920-21, which lead to expanded livestock opera-
tions. These livestock surpluses are gradually being worked off,

NORMAL OR FULL CROP CONDITIONS
The North Carolina crop reporters are generally aware
The normal relates to
more than an average crop and less than a bumper crop.
The average farmer’s idea of a full crop is the same, it be-
ing the crop he expects to harvest if conditions are reason-
ably good throughout the season.

that these terms are synonymous.

WHAT FARMERS MUST DO
(Continued from page 1)

lators would not know farm conditions unless the farmers
reported the conditions is not aceording to facts, Fven while
traveling on trains erop conditions can be fairly well deter-
mined. It is easy and a common practice to get acreage
changes from year to year from bankers, supply merchants
and other business men with whom the farmers talk. Fore-
casting of erops must be done in order to stabilize produc-
tion and marketing trends. The farmer must know the com-
petition he is up against in order to market to the hest
advantage. 3 )

v
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AUGUST 1st CROP REPORT

The schedule for the Angust erop report will be mailed
from headquarters about July 23d. This should reach all
reporters by the 28th, They should be returned, mailed by
reporters, BEFORE July 31st. The schedule covers the con-
dition of corn, sweet potatoes, tobacco, peanuts, apples, cul-
tivated hays, pasture, cowpeas, soybeans, velvet beans, small
fruits, melons, sorghum cane, pecans and home gardens.
(‘ompanion eropping, as with soybeans and cowpeas planted
with corn or other crops, is asked for in connection with
these erops, as well as peanuts and velvet beans. The per
cent of corn having companion crops is also asked for. The
per cent of the peanut crop—that is, of small, medium size
and large nuts—is asked for. The average yield of clover
hay, alfalfa and the total production of blackberries is in-
cluded.

The cotton report is due to be mailed immediately after
August 1st. It includes inquiries on the condition for the
reporter’s immediate locality, the number of weevils as com-
pared with the same date a year previous, as well as the
usual number at that date, the usual date of the first grown
boll and the usual date that the first boll opened, are men-
tioned. Remarks are especially desived. Cotton reports will
hereafter be made semi-monthly, the mid-month report being
released with the ginning figures. i

1t will be noticed that this year’s crop report schedule in-
cludes mostly Southern crops, and that many of our North-
ern and Western crops heretofore ineluded arve omitted. This
is doubtless of interest to the readers of the Farm Formu-
caster, for we have long wanted to have more data on
Southern erops.  Important factors in relation to cotfon are
being asked for this year that are different from previous
years,

COOPERATIVE PLANS

The Crop Reporting Service, in an effort to render better
service, rather than to expand its work, is undertaking more
comprehensive cooperative relations with the Division of
Markets, the State College and Extension Serviee this year.
It is generally known that the National Burcau of Agricul-
tural Economies and the County Clommissioners are cooper-
ating with the State Department of Agriculture in the State’s
agricultural statistical work. The Hortienltural work in
relation to fruits and vegetables will be largely done by
Mr. E. B. Morrow, who replaced Mr. T, W, Hancock, Jr.,
July 1st. The first months results are shown on page 3,
concerning fruit erops.

THE CROP REPORTER’S REPORTING AREA

Perhiaps no reporter is consistently well informed on the
entire county’s crop conditions. For this reason it is ex-
peeted that the reporter will let his estimates apply to the
largest arvea with which he is familiar, regarvdless of where
other reporters are located. No reporter should report for
just two or three farms, or especially his own, unless that is
specifically asked for. The average of poor and good crops
are needed,

LATEST NEWS, JULY 21

At last the long, drawn-out rainy period has seemingly
passed and a week of favorable conditions for farm work has
enabled the farmers to do considerable field work.  This has
resulted in the killing of a large part of the grass in the fields,
whieh condition has been one of the worst in the State’s his-
tory. Most all erops have made rapid improvement for ten
days. The weather conditions have turned almost certain
disaster into fair prospects.

Clotton is the worst hit of all of the crops. Many farmers
have a fair weed growth, but very little fruit. The wet
weather, conditions resulted in either the lack of the formation
of squares or their dropping off, leaving the stalks fairly
bare of fruit. The erop is about ten days late. The boll
weevil infeetion is not nearly as great as it was this time a
vear ago.  The condition of the erop at 56 per cent for North
Clarolina is 17 per cent less than the veport indicated three
weeks earlier. The National Crop Report for July 16th
shows a difference of only 2.3 per eent less than on June 25th
with the outlook for 11,034,000 bales.

The tobaceo erop is ripening entively too fast, the resnlt
being that farmers are scarvcely able to honse and curve it as
rapidly as is needed.  The plants have a thin body and fair
size growth.  The color is curing out good, the weight being
light,

Perhaps no erops have been helped more by the recent
favorable weather than truck and fruit.  The shipping and
cating qualities were rapidly becoming bad.  The flavor of
melons and peaches were becoming insipid.  The heavy peach
crop has resulted in a flooding of the northern markets and a
consequent loss of profit to the growers.  Au enormons quan-
tity of peaches are going to waste at the orchards.

AUGUST OFFICE CROP REPORT PROGRAM

Aug. Close and tabulate REGULAR report.
REGULAR report goes to Washington.
Close and tabulate COTTON report., (8 items.)

Work up FRUIT and TRUCK crop report.

REGULAR report released in Washington.

Released at Raleigh to press.

COTTON report goes to Washington.

COTTON report released in Washington,

Released at Raleigh to press.

S, Release REGULAR crop report to all correspondents.

8. Semi-monthly CROP NOTES schedules go to reporters.
1
3

(43 items.)
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Close FARM FORECASTER copy for printing,
Special report on intentions {o plant WHEAT and RYE
to Washington.

15, Special report on intentions to plant WHIEAT and RYIS
released,

16. Send SEMI-MONTHLY CROP NOTES to press and cor-
respondents,

Mid-month COTTON schedules go to reporters.

Close mid-month COTTON report.

Mid-month COTTON report goes to Washington.

Mid-month COTTON report released for press.

SEMI-MONTHLY CROP NOTES schedules go to report-
ers.

FRUIT and TRUCK CROP schedules go to reporters.

SEMI-MONTHLY CROP NOTES to press and corre-
spondents.

(Other SPECIAL reports for August not yet determined
July 12th)
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