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One way the State Agricultural Statistician gets information on crop conditions.

Field inspections in State travel.

THE 1924 FARM CENSUS

The North Carolina farmers are familiar with the farm
census in so far as the tax-listers ask questions regarding
their various erop acreages, ete. Many farmers are interested
to know what becomes of the tax-listers’ farm census report.
He turns them in to the County Supervisor, who inspects
and forwards them to the Crop Reporting Service office at
Raleigh. Here they are carefully edited to insure their being
reasonable in every sense.

Unfortunately some listers are so short-sichted that they
do not realize that it is easy to see their indifference and
incomplete information. If we did not know where crops
are usually grown, it would still be easy to discover carelessly
made reports by comparing them with the good reports made
by listers in adjoining townships.

It is a pleasure to announce that the 1924 farm census
reports are decidedly the best ever made in this State. They
are more complete and there is distinetly a greater evidence
of trying to follow the instructions given them. =Tt is also a
pleasure to find that practically all of the farmers are con-
vinced that this information is not used for taxation or for
the benefits of private speculative interests. It is quite evi-
dent that all interests, including the majority of the listers
themselves, realize that the farm census method of getting
information is the most reasonable, economical and practical
method of getting reliable, basic erop data. Those familiar
with the methods of stock traders know that they get their
information from private agencies to whom they contribute
heavily in a financial way for their support. It is also real-
ized that the speculators do their best business between the
time their private information is received and that when the

(Continued on page 6)

OUTSTANDING FARM FORECASTS

The prospective productions of crops of the United States
are as follows: Winter wheat, 89 per cent, as compared with
last year; spring wheat, 86 per cent; oats, 95 per cent; barley,
only 80 per cent; rye practically the same, 99 per cent of last
year’s production; peaches, 115 per cent, and apples, some
increase. Apples show the general condition of 74 per cent,
while the commercial erop averages about 72 per cent. Tame
hay is reported at 84 per cent of a normal crop; pastures, 82
per cent, and peaches, 73 per cent. Farm labor shows a 15
per cent shortage in the supply, while the demand is desig-
nated at 10 per cent short of last year’s demand.

In North Carolina the labor situation is quite serious.
Farmers have about discontinued seeking for hired labor for
the simple reason that it is not obtainable. Tt is quite com-
mon to see the farmers’ entire family in the fields at work.

-

The cotton outlook, provided there is a 3 per cent increase in
acreage, has an unofficial prospect of about 862,000 bales on
a condition of 71 per cent of the normal or full erop prospect.
Wheat is looking good. The heads are short but stands un-
usually good. The production prospect is about 8 per cent
less than last year’s crop on a basis of 87 per cent and a 10
per cent shortage in acreage. Oats may lack 30 per cent of
equaling last year’s production, due primarily to the winter
freezes. Rye prospects are 15 per cent better than a year
ago. Early Irish potatoes have a very fine outlook with over
300 cars shipped to June 12. There is a probable large
increase in the early Irish potato crop.

Fruit is looking unusually good; however, blight is attack-
ing apples and pears worse than for many years. This pest
is really serious this year. Peaches in the Sandhills are
beginning to move. Ixcept where the spring cold caused
heavy dropping, there is a likelihood of the fruit being too
thick and small unless the growers hand-thin it. The outlook
for hay this year is unusually good, particularly for oat hay.
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The farm outlook for North Carolina is generally good.
This is said in spite of the belated seasons caused by abnor-
mally cool weather and frequent rains, which have seriously
hurt cotton and some other erops. The grass is keeping the
farmers very busy and worried. Many in the east are already
barring off corn with one-horse turn plows. It is amazing fo
see low slow most farmers are to realize the advantages of
wheeled implements which cultivate a whole row at one trip
through.

The tobaceo erop has a good stand, and, if late, is growing
nicely. Small grains ave doing nicely

The

Farmers

Hay erops are good.
except the fall-sown oats. Fruit is unusually good.
recent hot nights have helped cotton amazingly.
are, as a rule, in good spirits. A distressingly large per-
centage of the open farm land is lying idle in the central
Piedmont counties this year. This is due to low-priced small
Tt is the rule to see the
farmers’ families doing the field work. The contrast of

country tasks with these of the towns, in physical, social and

erains and to high and scavce labor.

financial ways is resulting in the young folks leaving the
farms.

There has been no material change in the condition of the
State’s wheat crop sinee May fivst.  The eondition, according
to reports June first, is 87 per cent of normal, which is about
the average for the Piedmont counties, the principal wheat
producers.  According to the reported acreage planted last
fall, this would indicate a production of 5,596,100 bushels for
harvest, at a yield of about 10.7 bushels per acre. This con-
dition is the same as for June first last year, althongh the
final vield reported for the 1923 season was 11.1 bushels to
the acre,

Fall-planted oats are in poor shape, but judging from the
reports of several of the prineipal produeing counties, there
has been a glight improvement in the crop since May fivst.
The methods of harvesting oats in this State are shown from
a special inquiry, which indicates that only about 50 per cent
of the oat acreage is harvested for grain, abont 31 per cent is
cut mature for combined grain and forage ration, 12 per cent
is eut green for hay, about 2 per cent is used for pasture only
(not ent), and the remaining 5 per eent is either abandoned
or turned under without cutting. The probable yield figures
were secured with this report, but are merely indications,
since they are made prior to the harvesting.

The early Trish potato erop is considered as unusually fine
this vear. The plants arve of uniform size, healthy and com-
paratively free from pests. The condition of 88 per cent of
normal indicates an average yield of 94 bushels to the acre.
The condition of the enltivated hay erops averages much befter
than at this season last year, and most of them have shown
some improvement sinee May first this year. Clover hay is
89 per cent of normal, compared with 86 per cent a year ago.
Alfalfa was 91 per cent both years. All tame varieties are
reported as 89 per cent, compared with 87 per eent last year,
while wild hays are 90 per cent of normal. The acreage
shows a slight reduetion, though more grain erops will prob-
ably be ent green for hay than in previous years. Prelimi-
nary reports on velvet beans show the acreage about same as
last year, with the condition of the crop as 82 per cent of
normal.

The fruit erop, so far, is experiencing its most favorable
season in several years. Peaches, which at this season last

UNITED STATES CROPS

After getting away to a slow start, the scason is hardly yet
in full stride,
dry in the west, and cool in the south.

The weather has been unduly wet in the east,
Early fruits and
vegetables have begun to move to the markets and, within the
month, wheat harvest and haying will be well advanced.
The general level of prices shows a declining tendency, while
farm produets have slightly advanced.

The condition of most of the principal crops averages lower
at this season than was the case last year, and in many in-
The

preliminary estimate of winter wheat for the TTnited States,

stances show a considerable decline sinee last month.

which shows a condition of T1 per cent of normal, is 509,319 -
000 hushels.
past ten-year average condition
at this season last year. Tt is
since May fivet this year, when the veport was 84.8 per cent
The acreage planted last fall was 36,898,000, or
nearly 2,000,000 aéres less than that harvested during the
1923 season.
well, but has much short straw.

This condition is 7.6 per cent poorer than the
and 2.3 per cent lower than
also a 10.8 per cent deeline

of normal.

The crop is reported as having headed fairly
Tt has suffered some from
drought in Kansas and Nebraska.
the southwest.

TTarvest is beginning in
Farmers in the wheat belt are not in a very
optimistic frame of mind.

The 83 per cent condition of oats forecasts a production of
931,728,000 bushels from 41,625,000 acres planted last fall.
The condition of oats June first last year was 2.6 per cent
better than this year.

Tn view of the low condition of small grains, it should he
remembered that seeding in the western states has heen =o
late that favorable weather from now on may canse a con-
siderable change in the prospects. Tt shounld likewise be
remembered that the poor beginning of eotton a year ago

resulted in a final lavge crop. A dry June is said to be espe-
cially conducive to good cotton yields and a minimum boll

weevil damage.

The peach erop in the South and East is large, while in the
mid-west the prospects are for a poor crop.

In a general way the United States crop conditions are
over 7 per cent below the ten-year average. Fruit is con-
siderably above the average, while spring wheat, cotton, pas-
tures, and winter wheat are low.

year promised about one-fifth of a erop, are, at present, 90
per cent of normal, which forecasts a commercial shipment
of 2,500 cars.
Apples are reported as 84 per eent of normal, as compared

Last year we shipped less than 200 cars,

with 50 per cent at this season last year, while pears show a
condition of 73 per cent, as compared with 23 per cent last
year.

A most interesting feature of the June report is that con-
cerning the nse of fertilizers this year. The inguiry as to
the perecentage of fertilizer used on crops this year compared
with last year showed an increase of about 2 per cent. Of
the total amount used, 49 per cent was reported as devoted to
cotton, while the remaining 51 per cent was used on all other
crops. There is a distinet increase in the high grade of
fertilizers used.
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THE PRESENT SITUATION ON THE NATION’S
FARMS

The study of agriculture at present shows two underlying
factors that stand out prominently in the situation today.
For one, the program of Agrieultural production has arrived
at the best general balance since 1920. Farmers have obeyed
the economie signals as expertly as any industry ever did, and
have made far-reaching and skillful readjustments in the
major lines of production. The community at large hardly
understands how extensive this readjustment has been in the
major lines of production. It is an easy matter for farmers
themselves to upset the balance, and the tendency, too fre-
quently, is to over-do certain crops.

The second factor 1s the noticeable wane of the industrial
boom of the past two years. This is likely to result in a
leveling down of the disparity between city and country.
This slackening of urban demand for industrial products
apparently means, under present circumstances, some easing
down in prices of things farmers have to buy, likewise in
wages.

The facts above are borne out in the study of price averages
during the past two or three years as compared with the
average ten years ago. Cotton at 28.7 cents approaches a
reasonable average according to the cost of producing it.
Wheat at 95.8 cents a bushel is much lower than at this season
last year. Products higher than the general price level, and
therefore “high priced,” ineluded cotton and wool. Butter
stood at the average level. Droducts below the general price
level, and therefore “low priced,” included potatoes, corn,
hay, wheat, eggs, beef cattle, and hogs. However, the general
trend in prices of farm produets during the month of April
was upward, while that of other commercial commodities
was downward. This has resulted in raising the general
purchasing power index of farm products. Only cotton and
wool were high enough in price during April so that a unit
could be exchanged for other types of commodities at an
indicated advantage.

The following table shows the trend in wages and priees
during the past few years. Taking the unit in 1913 as repre-
senting 100 per cent, the figures for the following years show
the percentage of increase or decrease as compared with that

year k
| Farm |[Wholesale

Price of | Prices of | Pur-
Year General v Retail Farm Crops Non- | chasing*
and Wage Wﬂ' o Price of | Price of |and Live! agri- |Power of

Month Level AL Food Crops Stock | cultural | Farm
Com- Com- |Products

bined | modities
1914=100%,

100 100 100 100 100

101 110 102 97 106

203 238 203 234 86

153 109 108 161 67

142 113 112 163 69

146 136 120 167 72

150 137 116 158 73

149 140 119 160 T4

147 141 120 162 74

144 138 119 161 74

141 140 121 159 76

*Purchasing power of farm products represants their purchasing power of other
than farm products.

The movement of grain to the market begins to show the
end of the season falling off. More corn came in during
April than same month last year, however. Compared to
the same month last year, practically the same number of
hogs went to market in April, while there were more cattle
and fewer sheep. Butter receipts continue fairly heavy, re-
flecting the trend in production.

COTTON

This year’s cotton crop is reported to be next to the lowest
for this season of the year for many years. Last year’s
average yield was only 130 pounds per acre. North Carolina
made close to 300 pounds per acre after a poor spring start.
It is possible that the ultimate yield in North Carolina this
year will be equally as good, but the probability is far from
that. The start is much poorer and the chance of boll weevil
damage is great. The setting of bolls last year was the
heaviest for June and July in this State’s history. There is a
probability of inereased acreage all through the South, and
especially in North Carolina. There is no prospect of a
greater production of lint than is actually needed, but there
is great likelihood that the farmers will not use the protective
measures needed this year, especially if the setting of bolls
occur later than last year, which is probable.

It is generally reported that more and better fertilizer is
being used, the average for North Carolina being about 458
pounds. The average fertilizer cost is $26.40 per ton. Much
less cotton is chopped to date than last year or the usual year.
The time at which the cotton is up to a stand is much later
than usual. In faet, the planting was later than usual. The
report of May 25th showed an average condition of 71 per
cent or 6 per cent lower than last year, and 13 per cent lower
than two years ago, while the 1921 crop was 6 per cent below
this year. The North Carolina production may reasonably be
more than 100,000 bales short of last year even on an in-
creased acreage.

NORTH CAROLIAA
CROP REPORTING SERVICE

COTTON CONDITIORS - ZowEs

Ao roported for Mey 25, 1924 -

Per cent of full orop condition shown "
at onde of zome linas

There was a general falling off in exports of agricultural
products during April, though substantially more cotton and
tobacco went out of the country than during April last year.

The great increase in crop production during the past few
years is a very significant factor in the prosperity of the
country and marks a distinet improvement in the rural sec-
tions both socially and financially. According to Mr. George
K. Holmes, Statistician in the United States Department of
Agriculture, farm labor became more effective in crop pro-
duction in the United States from 1910 to 1920 by about 18
per cent, or nearly one-fifth. The fact that erop production
grew in mass about 138 per cent from 1910 to 1920 and that
farm workers decreased in number about 4.2 per cent, indi-
cates the improvement in farming methods in general use.
These conditions have been brought about by the use of more
and better machinery, by the use of more animal power, more
tractor power, by using the time-saving automobile, by motor
trucks, and by harder work on the part of the farmers them-
selves. The fact that certain machines may be more effective
on larger farms may be the reason why the average farm
became ten acres larger in 1920 than it was in 1910,
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JUNE 1 CROP REPORT

(See District Map, page 6)

%gg:;f}g PiepmonT COUNTIES Coasrar CounTIEs ,\i’,':;;iﬁm o
Crovs AND FEATURES REPORTED Unit v = ’},Yf;é‘g[“'
Northern| Western | Northern| Central | Southern| Northern| Central | Southern| 5 . 4 Furedl 1924 '
Mountain|{Mountain|Piedmont|Piedment|Piedmont| Coastal | Coastal | Coastal | " 505" | o %
1 4 2 5 8 3 § ) 1024 1023
WintER WHEAT: _ _
(2) Condition at harvest_____________________________ % 87.6 78 83 88 89.5 97 04 89 87 87 4
ATS:*
(a) Condition at harvest____._________________________ L 86 72 80 63 57 74 87 79.5 70 88 83
Percentage of total acreage this year—
{b) Gurripefor grain. eu ier e crias o 80 70 65 58 53 9 18 23 50
(c) gut um-ipeffcu-l combined grain and forage. gj) ig 2{7) lg 2(7) ﬁi 32 gz %é TI)
d) Cut greenforhay._.__ ... ________ %% ] 2
?e} Used for pasture only (not cut)._ % 2 1 3 1 4 2 1 4 2
(f) Abandoned or turned under without eutting__| ¢, 1 2 7 14 14 10 2 3 5
Rye:
ATV by 0 700 o) o S RSSO S PR o 86 86 96 492 92.5 74 88 84.5 a0

Porarors, Inisi (early crop):

Eu) Condition ut time of harvest 89 01 89 91 85 84 87 85.6 88
b) Probable yield per acre...______ 122.5 74 82.5 97 01 90 84 106 94
ArpLES:
Condition (per cent of full crop promise)..__________ e - 88 87 83 83 84.8 85 79 74 81
Hax (all tame):
Acreage this year—
{n) Compared with acreage last year______________ LA 08 497 3.7 08 04.5 a5 94 04 .5 97
{b) Compared with usual acreage 9% a6 98 94 95 04.8 08 9.7 03 99
{¢) Condition________________ % 90 89 90.5 90 92 91 88 86.6 89
Hay (wild):
Condition..____________ ... % 93 84 90.5 04 92 91 a0 97.5 a0

Crovenr Hay:
Acreage intended for cutting—
. {n) Compared with acreage cut year ago__________ % 95 93 81 95 91 92 89 96 07

(b) Compared with usual acreage cut % 95 a5 81 99 87.6 91 91 93.5 06
te) Condition % 89.5 86 86 89 92 83 93 82.5 89
ALFALFA:
Acreage this season—
(a) Compared with acreage year ago._____________ % 90 81 97 - 96 04.5 93 99 95 97 101
(b) Compured with usual acreage____ % 92 81 99 98 100.5 92 08 92.5 99 103
o) AR s e s e % 95 83 45 90 96 01 95 75 01 91
Grain Cur GreeN ror Hav: .
(a) Compared with acreage yearago________________ o 85 51 88 97 91 90 87 92.5 115 R |
Eb';‘ Compared with usual acreage 84 83 88 96 91 a1 87 94 107
¢) Yield peraere .. __________ L. | 12,128 2,500 1,920 2,675 2,160 2,600 1,750 2,058 2,100
PasTuRE:
OO . - s irrcmim ey e i s o i L i % 87.5 85 02 94 89.5 92 89 92 84 92 82.2
Prans:
Condition (per cent full erop promise)______________ o 71 73 80 78 77 73 65 60 73 L S e
Cowrras:
Condition oo ssna smprsne s mee o 88 85.5 85 85 79 83 83.7 68 82 (5 — -
SOYEEANS:
Condition__ % 83 95 92 87 72 82 93 83 {1 S I [
VeLver Beansi:
(n) Total acreage compared last year________________ % 75 92 82 102 104 110 08 87 99
(b) Total acreage compared usual acreage.._____ - % 77 96 85 106 108 100 101 94 ug
(¢) Percentage totul acreage forbeans. . _______ | 9% 61 19 53 27 39 33 A0 16 20
(d) Percentage total acreage for other purposes. % 39 81 47 73 61 67 70 84 80
(e) Percentage total acreage planted alone______ % 20 70 65 45 58 38 20 16 24
(f) Percentage total acreage planted with corn______| ¢ 80 30 35 55 42 G2 80 84 76
(g) Condition____________ . % 55.7 89 90 89 85 81 100 80 85
Peacugs:
(a) Condition (per cent full crop promise)___________ A 90.6 86 92 89 91 96 42 83 90
A H R O T AT S e % 96 90 92 89 91 89 85 83 90 S S e
MELONS:
L Tt L T e r T % 83.6 79 79.7 79 78 T4 80 77 80 (2 A SN
Home GarpEN
Conditionccnsivrmn s oo o (75 a0 86 82 88 85 76 87.7 85 G I [
1"ER1‘IL[7.]‘]RS'
(1) Amount used compared last year of total used§.| % 101 103 102 108 108 105 101 105 102
(b) Per cent on cotton. .. _______________________._____ % ' 16 23 60 65 62 45 51 49
(¢) Per cent on all other erops_______________________ o, 93 84 77 40 35 38 55 44 51
Farm Lavnon:
Supply compared with normal ... __________ % 88" 85 84 84 84 83 83 80 - S 85.1
Demand compared with normal ____________________ % 94 94 99 96 100 100 a4 104 [}/ —— 90
*Oats—Total of b, ¢, d, e, f, should be 100. rRye—Quality (per cent of normal). IVelvet beans—Total ¢ and d should be 100. total e and f should be 100.
§Fertilizer—Total of b and e should be 100.
JUNE 1 COTTON REPORT
Piedmont Counties Coastal Counties
Mountain State U.8

C"uﬁtiest Northern | Central | Southern | Northern | Central | Southern A\}g‘ﬁgc. Average
Piedgmnt Pied;nont, Piedmont | Coastal Coastal Coastal -
8 3 6 9

Condition May 25t _________ R 79 59.7 70.9 74 70 74.5 69 7. 61.6
Average date of planting this year._ & May 7 May 8 May 5 May 7 Apr. 29 Apr. 23 Apr. 22 Apr. 27
Usual average date of planting_ ___________ Apr. 27 May 3 Apr, 29 Apr. 28 Apr. 28 Apr. 22 Apr. 19
Average date cotton was up to a stand.____ May 26 May 23 May 24 May 22 May 18 May 15 May 15
Usual average date cotton up to a stand

May 11 May 15 May 13 May 12 May 13 May 10 May 10
Per cent of cotton chopped by May 25 _______________________ 2.3 2.4 5.4 5.0 4.0 12.0 31.9
Fertilizer used—
Per cent of cotton acreage fertilized _________________________ % 9% - 98 99 48.6 99 99 08 69 |
Average number of pounds used per acre__ o. 380 305 346 368 520 542 478 458 | ..
Average value per t0M. oo oo it im i emeemn $ 25.90 27.12 25.85 26.14 27.30 28.23 25.78 26,40 | ____._.

*District (4) includes reports from Rutherford and Polk counties only.
tCondition May 2ith refers to condition eompared with a normal.



JUNE 1 CROP REPORT—COUNTY AVERAGES

— | District

Cotton Report, June 1, 1924 Fertili-
Zer—
Winter Potatoes Amount Home
T Fertilizer Used “gncut.f 83‘;%? ((Ijrish)f %’;’;’3‘ gscd P(a:sf:uae— P(ejachgs‘ Gar-
= sua ondi- 5 N ondi- . om- andi- ondi- | dens—
Couxrras Con- _\22?519 Date tion at ﬁmn ﬂtt tion at Ct(-mdl' pared tion, tion, Condi-
diticn Dte gf Cotton | Average | Average | Harvest, arécs t Harvest, 1%51, ¢ Last | perCent | per Cent | tion,
May 25 . up to | Pounds | Value [per Cent |PeF“ent | cont [Per Cent | <0 er Cent
Planting Stand | Used per per ¢ 5 er’ 1
Acre Ton ent
.glll;aghany gg 90 Igg 92 98 90 93 ?3
B, T R e e e [ S oA e [ & i | et S| SRR R | e Wlse 10055 110 75 6 0
Avery__ 67 40 92 92 100 79 25 74
Caldwell.. e AT S 90 100 105 LI e 95
Surry._.._ 93 87 76 87 98 86 98 86
Watauga 95 88 100 94 111 93 78 98
Yadenn i | 8 O S S 8
adlanit iR i T N N 4 82 86 99 2
Northern Mountain (N.W.) 87.6 86 89 89.5 101 87.5 90.6 90
Buncombe 0 77t | e ey 105 83 7?3 5
urke. - _- 6 62 94 95 105 85 ! 90
Cherokee. 72 75 97 95 105 100 90 97
gla]lr;.__- __________ BEARY| P S 87 90 115 70 70 87
RPN o Sddeassnainr e s Ll S e e T I R T e T T e e Nl g PR SR SR bttt LS o | ot e mmm—mmmeman )L -
Haywood. 62 90 97 90 104 85 86 88
?c?\derson_. ________ 75 90 96 73 102 81 78 75
Y s R S e p e | | O e T e w ot b |0 )| iR o =i el | o A NS o TAe e S i it
IMcD owelss i i R i 85 66 91 88 86 83 094 91
T R AR 55 85 90 80 110 72 90 80
M RO i et 50 90 90 100 100 92 75 95
Mxtﬁhell. ____________________________________ Sg gO 95 gg 104 gg 93 gg
(el e S e g 5 i et 5 100 ST ek
Rutherfordicoios Talis SRRy = 2 May 11 : 94 33 70 100 108 88 99 25
wain_ ______ 5 SIS | e i 85 95 100 80 ot e ¢
Transylvania. 80 W | 15 o M0 e T 75 110 A i | SRR R 80
Wafoeyal g ey 80 102 100 79 102 80 48 99
Western Mountai 78 77 L] 86 103 85 a6 85
Alamance...______ 88 | & 90 T 8%
Ca&nlvell, ;7 95 90 78 100 87 ]';1«'3 75
urham 0 70 85 80 96 90 76
Forsyth_ 100 90 100 87 99 90 91 85
Franklin 90 60 75 87 100 85 110 76
GrranyalleBEsiaaiv s i e s i T o  meeadliren (s atpt | S0 gl e L L EE R 82 65 80 95 106 105 105 85
Guilford May 15 400 25.00 74[ 68 94 79 95 90

May 18
May 13
May 15

May 14
May 10
May 14
May 12
May 10
May 17
May 10
May 15
May 9
May 12
May 13

May 4
. 28 | May 11
. 28 | May 17
. 25| May 11
. 28 | May 13
. 26 | May 9
. 29 | May 9
. 26 | May 10

Davidson_
BN R TR T LR RO T 2 Apr,

'
1
i
'
'
=3
)
=
k=1
b
b2 D

H
I
H
|
=
=
=
o

e s A ol L A e 85 | May

Rowan____

]
I
i
]
'
V
\
o
oo
©
<
Sl D W || wuws

b b
-1

b2
>

3
=

. 28 | May 12

. 28 | May 13
6 | May 13
5 | May 18
. 26 | May 11

Perquimans.___
Tyrrell..__
Washingto
Northern Coastal (N.E.

May 10
May 12
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OF INTEREST TO FARMERS

In returning from a trip of field inspection this month it
was quite common to see children and women working in the
fields. In talking with these farmers the explanation was
that labor was not procurable, and that they had to use their
families in order to get any crops made. They complained
that erop prices would not warrant paying nearly the prices
asked for farm labor and equal to that which is readily being
paid by public works and urban interests. It is no more
reasonable to expect a farmer with his $20,000 farm capital
to have to use his family as labor than it is any other indus-
trial operator with an equal capital to use his family and
children as common laborers.

There will be no hope for the farmers towards obtaining
- better conditions until they become better students and organ-
izers. In securing the farm census results, discussed else-
where in this Formcaster, the evident lack of familiarity
with the business side of farming is only too apparent. Other
industries ave avoiding disaster by taking advantage of the
improved methods and studying the new ideas developed in
their special line of work. Our farmers must come to the
point where they read and study agrienltural economies and
statistics more consistently.

THE 1924 TARM CENSUS
(Continued from page 1)
governnent reports arve released at Washington., The reason
for this is that the government information is generally
aceepted as being impartial and as nearly accurate as it is
possible to gain.  The government reports, therefore, stabilize
conditions on a basis of actual conditions,
It is being realized in all lines of husiness that the truth
is the best foundation for all dealings.
fast becoming unknown factors.

Trade secrets are
Exchange of basic informa-
tion is quite the rule in all industrial organizations. Bankers,
industrial organizations, packers, cotton mills, ete., are find-
ing it increasingly beneficial to let the public know the im-
portant features of their book, especially the financial condi-
tions. This gains confidence of customers. Where uncer-
tainty exists, the largest margin of profit and the least favor-
able considerations exist.

Just as with industrial dealings, agriculture will not he
on a safe or profitable basis until basic information is obtained
and made practical use of. As soon as the public gains the
confidence in the agrieultural organization and the farmers’
methods and economic information, just so soon will the
farmer fare better and gain the sympathy of those interested
in his affairs. These conditions will also bring about a basis
for more business-like dealings and stabilization of production
and prices.

The idea that farmers can keep their own dealings secret
is absurd. In our field work we do not have to see farmers
to find out what they are doing. The time merchants, bank-
ers, and other business men are surprisingly well informed
They, in turn, do not have
to ask the farmers becanse by weekly or monthly trips along
the highways the practices and trends of operations may be
readily observed.  Just so with the crop meter developed by
our Bureaun last year, and as diseussed in last month’s Fara
We can now pass along the road and measure
fairly accurately all of the important erops.

After all, however, the very best information we get is that
secured through the farm census, and we are confident that

on what the farmers are doing.

Forroasrer.

CROP CONDITIONS JUNE 1, 1924

The combined condition of all crops of the United States
on June 1 was about 7.3 per cent below their ten-year average
condition on that date. TLast year the June 1 condition of
all erops was 4.7 per cent below the average.

The compogite condition of all erops in North Carolina
June 1 was 95 per cent of the average condition for the past
ten years. ;

The cotton erop is 10 per cent below the ten-year average
for this date. So is the condition of pastures and wheat.
Fruits, on the other hand, are much above the average.
Peaches are 15 per cent better than usual and apples about
6 per cent above the ten-year level.

CROP REPORTS—WHY

There are still some farmers and even business men who
do not see any value in, or advantage to the farmer through,
crop reports. If no farmer used this information directly
it would still be well worth while. The merchant, banker,
and manufacturer, seeing the advantages of this type of
information in their own particular lines of endeavor, have
come to read with interest basic information concerning
farming and other interests. Every oue is interested in
farming because it is the basis of most raw produets. It is
well known that when the farmers prosper, general prosperity
exists.

The stabilization of prices is brought about by a balance
of supply and demand. Farmers have come more and more
to depend upon getting advice from bankers, merchants, and
traveling men, than from more dirvect sources, such as reading
newspapers, The indirect benefit of crop reports is therefore
the largest factor. If no crop estimates were secured by the
Government, the farmers’ friends, or those interested in their
welfare, would have no unbiased agency for securing free
agricultural information on crop conditions, acreages, pro-
ductions, values, ete. Not only so, but the press of the country
would be lacking in information that goes daily to the public,
carrying valuable and current facts.

It the speculators had no eompetition in securing erop
report information, they might manipulate their affairs more
nearly as they wished, than they can nnder present, conditions,
One thing the average eritic does not seem to appreciate is
that cotton is only one of the thirty crops that the speculator
has any material affect on, so far as North Carolina erops arve
concerned.  Since the information is free to all, any person
may avail himself of the same information that the trade
seeures.  The farmer being the producer, the speculator can-
not take advantage of him until he sells his produce. If he
knew the trend of production and prices for two or three
years preceding, together with the probable demand, a farmer
could fairly well judge what price to expeet for his farm
produets.

the farm owners are taking more interest in this and giving
as reliable facts as they can.  One outstanding feature of this
work is that the farmers are discovering that they know very
little about their own distribution of work and crops. The
farm census has aided to a tremendous degree in cansing them
to hecome familiar with the economie side of their bnsiness.

Last week a party of men from our Burean in Washington
were compiling detailed data for determining the cost of pro-
duction of erops in Johnston County. They were generally
agreed that the farmers in North Carolina were more familiar
with what they were doing, as well as the erop acreages, than
any of the ten other Southern States they had been securing
similar data in. They were greatly impressed with the evi-
dence of prosperity and optimism of the North Carolina
farmers. They were amazed at the high yields of cotton
made last year. These specialists were especially pleased
with the comprehensive data available through the Crop
Reporting Service, They promised us the results of their
cost of production findings, and we hope to reprint much of
it in the Fary FormcasTER as soon as it is available.
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o North Carolina
Tobacco Prices

Each curve shows the trend of the
United States average rarm price of
a given product, expressed os a
percentage of the base period
19/0-1814 which is taken as 100.

Relative prices tell the story of optimism or depression.

With urban prices and wages from 60 to 100 per cent above

pre-war level, producers of beef cattle, wheat, hogs, or other products selling at or below pre-war prices, are at serious
economic disadvantage. This chart shows at a glance why the Far West is favoring sheep over beef cattle; why the Wheat
Belt favors less wheat and more dairying; why the Corn Belt is increasing corn and reducing hogs; why the South has

increased cotton acreage.

(North Carolina tobacco prices, in map, are shown only for months during which sales occur.)

COMMENTS ON TREND OF PRICES ILLUSTRATION

The average farmer does not keep in close enough touch
with the market trend of supply and demand which affect
prices. Unless his marketing is done through codperative
or other organizations, there are apt to be glutted markets,
meaning far more supply than there is demand, therefore
heavy loss of produce.

The drawing above shows the trend of prices during the
past four and one-half years for catton, corn, hogs, wheat,
butter, eggs, beef cattle and wool for the United States as a
whole. It shows the tobacco priees for North Carolina only.
The dotted line in the North Carclina tobacco prices are
shown for the season when there is no tobacco sold—therefore,
no prices available. In January, 1920, a point 400 per cent
above the pre-war level was reached. The Oectober and
November prices seem to consistently show the highest level.

Looking at the cotton heavy line, it is observed that the
prices in 1920 reached a point 300 per cent higher than the
average price received by farmers from 1910 to 1914. Dur-
ing the latter part of 1920, the price, 13 cents, fell the entire
300 per cent, to a point below the average five-year period
mentioned. The low level of early 1921 prices ranging
around 12 cents started upward, reaching around 20 cents in
September. With the newly-harvested crop coming on the
market, the price declined again to about 15 cents, starting
upward in April of 1922, The peak price was reached in
December, 1923, This was about equal to the high point of
1920. The present price is close to 30 eents, and where it
will go next is quite a problem.

It will be impossible to make a big crop of cotton this year,
as the start was very backward and conditions since have not
been entirely favorable for its growth. Production is likely
to fall below the world needs.

The other crops mentioned may be interpreted in much the
same way as explained with cotton. Corn and hog prices are
shown as having been relatively high in early 1920, falling
to a low level late in 1921. Hogs have steadily declined
since early in 1922, while corn has had a trend upward since
the fall of 1921. It is natural to expect hog prices to be low,
following cheap corn. There has not been the usual heavy

"waves in hog prices for the pagt three vears as is usnallv the

case. This is probably due to the fact that farmers are nsing
more business judgment in the corn and hog states, since the
Department of Agriculture has been issuing more compre-
hensive reports, such as this and other economic publications
offer.

The beef cattle producers of our mountain counties have
been seriously disconraged by the low prices received for their
beef. As is shown above, the prices of beef cattle have been
quite on a par with the average pre-war prices. North Caro-
lina is increasingly becoming more interested in butter and
eggs. As with other products, 1920 was the high mark.
Butter holds a more steady trend and has been making a
steady climb since 1921. Eggs, on the other hand. have
varied considerably, going low each spring. The fall of 1921
showed a peak price level, while the present year’s spring
prices of eggs averaged next to the lowest for several years.

PRICE TRENDS

Every business man has found it necessary to keep informed
as to his business, in so far as the public is affected. e must
know what the Nation’s apparent supply and demand is.
The business man must study competition, economic selling
methods, advertising, over-head expenses, depreciation, in-
surance, ete. e must reckon with the transportation factor
in so far as cost and earrying possibilities are concerned.

Agriculture has the greatest degree of risk of any industry.
There are the ungovernable factors of rainfall and tempera-
ture, winds, diseases, and insect troubles. This risk has been
so great that until quite recently no insurance company
would cover any of them except hail damages. It is just as
essential, or even more so, for the farmer to study these
factors in the same light as the business man does those
affecting his line of work. Even the florist ean control his
produets largely by the aid of heat and housing. The manu-
facturer can start or stop his production at will. His turn-
over may be made several times annually. The farmer has
a big investment, a slow furn-over, and a narrow margin of
profit type of products. The solution to the farmer’s pro-
duction and marketing problems must come from a great
increase in the producer’s careful study of economic informa-
tion.
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CROP REPORTERS MAY ANTICIPATE THEIR
JULY 1 CROP REPORT—FEATURES
GIVEN BELOW

The condition figures on practically all of the growing
crops will be asked for as of July 1, exeept cotton, which will
be asked for June 25th as usual. Acreages compared with last
year will be asked concerning corn, sweet potatoes, tobaceo,
hay, soybeans, cowpeas, peanuts, sorghum cane for syrup and
velvet beans,  The yield per acre will be asked for wheat,
onts, barley, early ITrish potatoes, and alfalfa. The quality
Tt will include
the average weight per fleece of wool and the per cent of

of wheat, oats and barley will be expected.

sheep shorn this spring.  The rates of farm wages and the
labor supply will be repeated.

[n appreciation of the work we ave trying to do and the
publications like this and the Weather, Crops and Markets
sent to our reporters, it is earnestly requested that more care
be given by the average reporter to the more regular and
prompt return of the schedules received by them. This is
particularly true in the eastern counties where the reporters
scem to be partienlarly indifferent towards filling out and
returning the reports. We suggest that the reporter get
familiar with the above items and be ready to answer on the
schedule which will be mailed from Raleigh about June 25.
They may be returned immediately upon their receipt, or
between that time and not later than July 1.

THE CROP METER RESULTS FOR MAY

Tn making a trip of 908 miles last month many interesting
observations were made in the different scetions of the State.
The principal one was that there is great difference in erop
distribution and in systems of farming throughout the State.
Some sections have the majority of the land lying out idle,
notably in the northern Piedmont counties, while other arcas
have searcely any land not under actual cultivation, as in the
central and norvthern Cloastal counties. In the western coun-
‘ties meadows and pastures make up the principal features of
the farm program. TIn the east it is cotton.

Tt was surprising to observe the great change in the small
grain acreage. The fall oats were largely plowed up and the
eround planted to spring oats or to some other crop. Rye is
distinetly on the inerease and a good erop is resulting. The
wheat acreage is evidently considerably less than a year ago.
Much interest is evident in the lower Piedmont and Coastal
counties concerning truck and fruits. Young orchards and
truck fields were frequently seen.

These statements are made to explain why the general
State ratio of erops does not apply to any one section, but
only in an aggregate sense. For instance, from Goldsboro
south for thirty miles the truck acreage amounts to more
than 60 per cent of the total cultivated area, while from Star
sontheastward to Raeford, peaches make np a large propor-
tion. From Rocky Mount to Washington and back south-
westward to Goldshoro, the cotton acreage averages 17 per
cent of the total land acreage, or about 35 per cent of the total
eultivated avea.

A trip through the State in May and another in August
shows a vast change in the crops growing on the same farms.
The small grain are usually followed by legume hay erops or
idle stubble fields. Truck patches in the east are unsually

MR. EMMETT B. MORROW, OF IREDELL COUNTY

Mr. Morrow is the son of Mr. Tom Morrow, a large planter
in Iredell County near Mt Ulla.
farm until his graduation at State College in 1921, For
two and one-half years he has heen pursuing horticultural
study in the University of California until he secured his
Master of Science degree this year.

He worked on his home

During his vaeation in
(Jalifornia he worked on fruit farms in line with his special
work.

The greatest weakness in North Carolina’s agricultural
statistics is that in relation to fruits and vegetables. Tt will
be Mr. Morrow’s prineipal duty to improve the information
of this type. He entered the Crop Reporting Service this
month. The picture above shows Mr. Morrow in Johnston
County whils he was enjoying a day back on the farm.

followed by mixed hays, while the grain crops are followed
with corn, seybeans or a hay crop. In faet, it is quite evi-
dent that the hay acreage is increasing at a rapid rate.

In the trip of 908 miles measurements to the extent of
4,089,300 feet were recorded, Of this the largest percentage
was in woodland, amounting to 20 per cent. The town areas
amounted to 15 per cent. The land that was plowed but
crops not yet planted or in the condition to tell the kind of
crops planted, amounted to 8 per cent. Cotton oceupied
about 13 per cent of the area; idle or land lying out, 8 per
cent; corn, 5 per cent; tobacco, 4 per cent; oats almost 3 per
cent; wheat, 2 per cent; hays and truck almost 2 per cent
each. The remaining 18 per cent was composed of “other”
areas, like cut-over land, waste, homesteads, rivers, ete.

The practice of using the crop meter causes the statistician
to keep his eyes on the fields, resulting in many mental pie-
tures of all parts of the State traveled through. For instance,
on May 26, when returning from a trip with his Ford, Mr.
Parker and Mr. Rhodes estimated the cotton crop to have a
condition of 71 per cent. When all of the cotton reports
were tabulated and summarized three days later, the average
arrived at was 71.1 per cent.
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