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Evidence of rodents within the establishment:
▪ When performing  SPS inspection duties, look for any evidence of rodent activity within the establishment such as      droppings, urine, and live or dead rodents. 
▪ Take immediate regulatory control of the affected area and any area the rodent could have reasonably traveled within the establishment.
▪ Take regulatory control of the entire establishment IF an establishment cannot prove that the rodent did not travel throughout the entire facility
▪ After taking regulatory control, contact the Area Supervisor for additional guidance.


Live or Dead rodents within the establishment: 
 If IPP find live or dead rodents within the establishment regardless if it is in a trap or on a glue board, the establishment has not prevented the entrance of vermin into the facility. This is noncompliance with 9 CFR 416.2(a). 
If the establishment finds a dead rodent on the trap or glue board, disposes of it properly, and takes appropriate corrective actions including checking for entry points or harborage areas, there is to be no noncompliance cited. 
If the establishment has a pest control procedure where they monitor traps every morning before operations start consider the following:
▪ If the procedure is not in the SSOPs - verify corrective actions but they would not be required to be written 
▪ If the procedure is part of pre-op inspection - verify records twice weekly
▪ If if the procedure is part of operational inspection - verify records daily 


Corrective actions for rodents:
If evidence of rodents or rodent activity are found within an establishment, the establishment must take all parts of corrective action listed below to be able to resume production.
1. Provide support sanitary conditions were restored.
2. Provide support that no products, packaging material or product contact surfaces were affected.
3. Provide support all entry points and harborage areas were corrected if any were found.

Always be sure once IPP have found evidence of rodent activity inside the establishment that immediate regulatory control is taken, and IPP should contact the area supervisor for further instructions on documenting the noncompliance
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