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Agenda
10:30 AM Welcome and Introduction

Committee Member Roll Call
Voting Members

• Steve Troxler, Commissioner, NC Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services

• Rick Long, Installation Coordinator, NC 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

• Jeff Michael, Deputy Secretary, NC Department 

of Natural and Cultural Resources
• Kyle Briggs, Executive Director, NC Wildlife 

Resources Commission
• Dr. Melissa Pasquinelli, Interim Dean, College 

of Natural Resources, NC State University
• Chester Lowder, Sentinel Landscape 

Partnership Liaison
• Jeremy Goodwin, State Roadside 

Environmental Engineer, NC Department of 
Transportation

Ex Officio Members
• Dr. Chris Baillie, Partnership Coordinator
• Jaime Simon. External Affairs and 

Communication, DoW REPI Program
• Denise Evans, Community Planner, 4th Civil 

Engineer Squadron, Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base

• Marty Korenek, Government and External 
Affairs, Marine Corps Installations East

Steve Troxler
Commissioner of Agriculture

Michael Partin 
Committee Coordinator

10:35 AM Reading of Ethics Reminder Steve Troxler
Commissioner of Agriculture

10:36 AM Approval of Minutes for June 16, 2026 Steve Troxler
Commissioner of Agriculture

10:40 AM Committee Member Reports on NC Sentinel 

Landscape Activities

• NCDA&CS Report

• NC Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

Report

• NC Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources Report

• NC Wildlife Resources Commission Report

• College of Natural Resources - NCSU Report

• Sentinel Landscape Partnership Report

• NC Department of Transportation

• Eastern North Carolina Sentinel Landscapes 
Coordinator

• United States Department of War Readiness and 
Environmental Protection Integration Program

• Seymour Johnson Air Force Base

• Marine Corps Installations East

Evan Davis, Farmland Preservation Director 

Rick Long, Installation Coordinator

Jeff Michael, Deputy Secretary

Kyle Briggs, Executive Director

Dr. Melissa Pasquinelli, Interim Dean

Chester Lowder, Partnership Liaison
 
Jeremy Goodwin, State Roadside 

Environmental Engineer
Dr. Chris Baillie, Partnership Coordinator

Jaime Simon. External Affairs and 

Communication, DoW REPI Program

Denise Evans, Community Planner, 4th Civil 

Engineer Squadron, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base

Marty Korenek, Government and External 
Affairs, Marine Corps Installations East

11:15 AM Eastern North Carolina Sentinel Landscape Partner 
Spotlight: The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

Jeff Marcus
NC Longleaf Applied Scientist, TNC

11:35 AM NC Sentinel Landscape Annual Report Michael Partin 
Committee Coordinator

11:40 AM Additional Sentinel Landscape Committee Business 
Items

Steve Troxler
Commissioner of Agriculture

11:45 AM Public Comments Public Attendees

11:50 AM Next Meeting, Assignments, and Adjournment Steve Troxler
Commissioner of Agriculture
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Committee Member Roll Call
Voting Members
• Steve Troxler, Commissioner, NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
• Rick Long, Installation Coordinator, NC Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
• Jeff Michael, Deputy Secretary, NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
• Kyle Briggs, Executive Director, NC Wildlife Resources Commission
• Dr. Melissa Pasquinelli, Interim Dean, College of Natural Resources - NCSU
• Chester Lowder, Sentinel Landscape Partnership Liaison
• Jeremy Goodwin, State Roadside Environmental Engineer, NC Department of Transportation

Ex Officio
• Dr. Chris Baillie, Partnership Coordinator
• Jaime Simon, External Affairs and Communication, DoW REPI Program
• Denise Evans, Community Planner, 4th Civil Engineer Squadron, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base
• Marty Korenek, Government and External Affairs, Marine Corps Installations East
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Ethics Reminder
• Under the State Government Ethics Act, the chairman is 

required to remind all members of their duty to avoid conflicts 
of interest or appearances of conflicts of interest.  If you have 
any conflict or appearance of conflict of interest with respect 
to any item on the agenda, please state this for the record and 
refrain from inappropriate participation on that item.
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Approval of Minutes
• June 16, 2026
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NC Department of 
Agriculture and 
Consumer Services 
Report
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Military Partnership Agricultural Conservation 
Easements – Open Contracts

Farm Name Military Partner County Grantee Length Acres

Ki and Sun 
Farms

USAF-SJAFB Tyrrell Working Lands Trust Perpetual 1,792

Camp Bryan Navy/USMC Craven Working Lands Trust Perpetual 8,815

Total Acres 10,607
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Completed Military Partnership 
Agricultural Conservation Easements 

Since 2016

Military Partner Acres Conserved Easements Recorded Counties

USAF 10,905.494 21
Bertie, Hyde, Tyrrell, 

Washington

Navy/USMC 4,447.291 8 Jones, Pamlico, Onslow

Totals 16,484.815 29 7
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Easement Purchase Funding Summary for 
Completed Military Partnership Agricultural 

Conservation Easements 

NCDA&CS 
Easement 

Purchase Funds

REPI (Military) 
Easement 

Purchase Funds

USDA Easement 
Purchase Funds

Landowner 
Donation of 

Easement Value

Total Easement 
Purchase Value

$13,170,469.34 $15,831,381.21 $5,063,613.78 $3,038,641.24 $37,104,105.57
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MOU with NC MAC 
Project Award Q3 Expenses Balance

NCDA&CS Project $110,000.00 $4,316.68 $91,654.03

WLT Project $63,000.00 $24,434.36 $38,565.64

NCFSWC Project $63,000.00 $4,063.14 $58,936.86

TOTAL $236,000.00 $32,814.18 $189,156.53
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NC Department of 
Military and Veterans 
Affairs Report
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NC Department of 
Natural and Cultural 
Resources Report
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NC Wildlife Resources 
Commission Report
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NC State University 
College of Natural 
Resources Report 
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Interim Dean, NC State College of Natural Resources

Dr. Melissa Pasquinelli

• Has been a proud North Carolinian since 2002, with a lifelong connection to nature 
and natural resource stewardship rooted in her upbringing in rural Pennsylvania
• Previously served as Associate Dean of Academic Affairs within the College of 
Natural Resources and as a Professor of Forest Biomaterials and Textile Engineering
• An accomplished materials chemist whose work focuses on developing more 
sustainable and innovative bio based materials, products, and manufacturing systems
• Advances interdisciplinary research through collaboration across academic 
disciplines, industry partnerships, and computational modeling
• Recognized nationally for excellence in teaching and research, including NC State’s 
2018 Board of Governors Award for Teaching Excellence and fellowship in the 
American Chemical Society
• Holds a Ph.D. in Chemistry from Carnegie Mellon University and completed 
postdoctoral research at Duke University and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency
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Sentinel Landscape 
Partnership Report
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NC Department of 
Transportation Report
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Eastern North Carolina 
Sentinel Landscapes 
Coordinator Report
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United States 
Department of War 
Readiness and 
Environmental 
Protection Integration 
Program Report
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Seymour Johnson 
Air Force Base
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Marine Corps 
Installations East
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MCIEAST Encroachment Projects/Easements
•Carteret 7 Project 
On April 2, 2026, NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic and our conservation partner North Carolina Coastal Federation (NCCF) closed the Carteret 7 Readiness & 
Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) project.  The NCCF purchased fee interest in the 782.85-acre tract located in Carteret County, NC for 
$1.89M.  NCCF sold a perpetual easement to the Department of Navy for $590,000 on behalf of the Marine Corps Air Station. The easement ensures long-
term land use compatibility and furthers mission protection goals for air operations in Carteret County. This acquisition brings the MCAS CHERPT REPI 
Program total to over 18,000 acres protected.  

•Camp Bryan Farms Project 
Working Lands Trust has secured funding from the Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program and the North Carolina 
Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation (ADFP) program for a permanent conservation easement on 8,815 
acres of Camp Bryan Farms. Located between the Croatan National Forest and Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, the project secures critical low-
level flight corridors and unmanned aerial systems transit airspace by preventing incompatible development. Beyond these military benefits, the 
easement would preserve Craven County's largest private tract of working lands consisting of managed pine and hardwood forests, wetlands, and 
Carolina Bays. This will create a critical wildlife movement corridor between managed lands, provide off-installation habitat benefitting threatened and 
endangered species recovery, and provide management opportunities for wildlife and forest resource agencies within the landscape.

•Upcoming Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) Projects
MCB Camp Lejeune   King (Pender County, 115 acres, EOY 2026 Closing )
MCB Camp Lejeune   Saus (Pender County, 217 acres, EOY 2026 Closing)
MCB Camp Lejeune   Thomas (Onslow County, 33 acres, EOY 2026 Closing)
MCAS Cherry Point    Carteret 2, Phase 3 (Carteret County, 897 acres, EOY 2026 Closing)
MCAS Cherry Point    North River Headwaters LLC (Carteret County, 273 acres, EOY 2026/Early 2027 Closing)

•REPI Funding for FY27
To be announced
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QUESTIONS?
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Controlled By:  G7, MCIEAST-MCB
CUI Category (ies): use DoW categories only
Limited Dissemination Control: FEDCON
POC: Martin Korenek, (910) -449-9791
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Eastern North Carolina 
Sentinel Landscape 
Partner Spotlight
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The Nature Conservancy in the 
Eastern NC Sentinel Landscape

Jeff Marcus, NC Longleaf Applied Scientist, 9/23/2026
Sandhills Game Land: Photo Brady Beck
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NC Sentinel Landscape 
Committee Annual 
Report
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Additional Sentinel 
Landscape Committee 
Business Items
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Public Comments
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Next Meeting, 
Assignments, and 
Adjournment
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