


What is FPPT?
The Forest Preharvest Planning Tool (FPPT) is a free, GIS-Based, 
Internet-Accessible Tool for NC’s Forest Operators and Forestland 
Owners (and NCFS employees) to assist with planning of Forest 
Management/Forest Protection Activities.

• Founded on statewide-available GIS information pertaining to land ownership and landscape 
physical characteristics, including topography, soils, and surface waters.

• Based on site-specific landscape characteristics: Applicable forestry regulations and recommended 
forestry BMPs are produced as products for the end-user.

• Funded by a USDA Forest Service (2011) Grant.



What are the benefits?

Avoid problems before they happen.
• Plan SMZs and stream crossings.
• Learn which regulations are applicable for your area.
• Locate wetlands and nearby endangered species.

Receive resources to improve your harvest.
• Find the best soils for landings and skid trails.
• Get local NCFS contact information.
• Create a detailed map of your site and receive comprehensive reports.



FPPT outputs are not complete BMP Planning

To complement the online tool, we recommend:

• A tract inspection to validate FPPT tool outputs and fine tune BMPs planned for use.



FPPT outputs are not complete BMP planning.

To complement the online tool, we recommend:

• Contact your local NCFS office for 
additional BMP technical assistance, 
particularly if FPPT reports generate “watch 
outs” / “warnings” concerning tract 
challenges.



FPPT –
Getting Started
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FPPT – From The Customers’ Viewpoint

• Login Page
✓ Users must create 

an account & login
• Group access

✓ Existing public 
database of 
professional 
organizations

• NCID Connectivity
✓ State employees: 

NCID username 
and password



• This information is provided as a public service and is for 
noncommercial purposes only

• We make no warranties about the accuracy, completeness, 
reliability, or suitability of the information

• Property boundaries are approximate

• By using the tool, you release the NCFS from any liability 
associated with its use or misuse



• Home Page
✓ Start New or Edit 

existing
✓ Note navigation at 

the top 
❖ (Home, Support, 

Contact, 
Disclaimer, 
Admin., Logout)



• Start a New Tract
✓ Several options to 

select from:
❖ Upload shapefile
❖ Search address or 

place name
❖ County view
❖ County and 

owner name
❖Map coordinates

• Edit an Existing Tract



• Edit an Existing Tract
✓ You may revise an 

existing plan if the 
creator allows access

✓ Search for plans 
using filter by 
options: 
❖ County
❖My organization’s 

plans
❖Only my plans



• Type name of 
place/address 
✓ Clemmons ESF
✓ Displays deeded parcel 

boundaries
✓ Select by parcel or 

draw your own 
polygon
❖Need to “Add to 

Selected”
✓ Create Tract from 

Selected Parcel(s)
✓ Label your project 
✓ You may go back and 

edit boundaries later





• Define Management Areas
✓ Basic editing

❖ Allows you to split 
the tract into 
management areas

✓ Use Tract Geometry
❖Only one 

management area
• Split tract into 

management areas



• Split management areas by 
1. Clicking OUTSIDE of the 

parcel boundary/existing 
geometry

2. Drawing your line 
through the 
parcel/existing geometry

3. Double clicking OUTSIDE 
the parcel 
boundary/existing 
geometry

• Note side options
• Zoom, Home, Layers, 

Identify, Edit tool 
window, Add feature, 
and Help



• Management areas are 
automatically assigned a 
number

• Can turn “layers” on and 
off

• Can change map view
✓ Map, Hybrid, Aerials, 

Topo
• Note cookie crumb 

progression at the top
• Select “Customize Map”



• Customize Map
✓ Change map view
✓ Map layers
✓ Add permanent features

❖ Roads
❖ BMPs
❖ Stream Crossings
❖ SMZs
❖ Many more!

✓ Add temporary features
❖ Add text, point, line, 

and polygon markups
❖ Not saved after you 

close the web browser



• Add permanent features 
✓ There are 31 feature 

options to choose from
✓ Click on ‘Add 

permanent feature’ 
✓ Select a feature and 

click on the map to 
place it

✓ Permanent marks 

• Create PDF: Open Print 
Dialog



• Base data includes aerials, 
parcels (yellow), contours (light 
brown), and USGS-mapped 
streams.

• User created three management 
areas and added the access 
point on the main road, access 
road, deck location, skid trails, 
stream (that is not shown in the 
USGS data), SMZs, and location 
for lap slash on the existing 
culvert crossing.

• This map can be saved as a PDF 
file and printed.





Sample Site Report
Subsections:

• General Tract Information

• Environmental Regulation 
Considerations 

• Overall Tract Characteristics 



Sample Site Report 
(cont.)

Subsections:

• Dominant Mapunit Soil 
Characteristics and Ratings

• Federal / State T&E



Sample Site Report 
(cont.)

Subsections:

• Management Area 1, 2… 
Characteristics

• BMP Awareness



Sample Soils 
Report





 One-stop shopping for maps/data commonly used for pre-
harvest planning

 Aerials, topos, soils, parcels, streams, wetlands, roads

 The basic reports will be a free service to anyone with web access

 Allow easy customization of maps– location of access roads, skid 
trails, stream crossings, BMPs

 While the web tool is free, it also provides a starting point for 
NCFS staff to develop more robust pre-harvest plans 



FPPT Project – Whom To Contact and Provide 
Project Comments and/or Feedback

Primary: 
Alan Coats; 919.857.4855; alan.coats@ncagr.gov

Secondary: 
AJ Lang; 919.857.4857; aj.lang@ncagr.gov


