
Downloading 
NRCS Soil Survey
Manuscript PDFs

Updated October 2022
The NRCS changed its website in October 2022.

The soil survey manuscripts are available from the “box.com” app 
used by the NRCS.

The app allows you to download each map sheet onto your
computer 1 at a time, and the text of the book itself.
This new website works on Chrome, Firefox and Edge.

This slide show has screen shots and step by step instructions, 
using the Chrome web browser. Other browsers work similarly.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-
concerns/soil/soil-surveys-by-state Step 1: Click this link, 

get this screen below.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/soil-surveys-by-state


Step 2: Scroll down the screen to 
Additional Documents  >> 
“Links to Scanned Manuscripts In Box.” 
Click that link.



Step 3: You get this new website.
Scroll down to find North Carolina on page 2.



Step 4: Find NC 
and click the 
link next to it.



Step 5: You will get sent to a 
new website at Box.Com.

The files are listed by the date
they were updated.

Click on the word “NAME” to
sort the list alphabetically by
County Name.



Step 6: After sorting the name 
list, you can scroll down and 
find the County that you need.

Make sure to select the year 
that is most recent.

Open the folder for the 
County and Year you need.



Step 7: In this example I 
selected Alamance County, the 
1960 edition (because that year 
is the most recently-published 
printed manuscript edition).

You get this screen.

Toggle the page numbers, to 
find the “index” PDF file.



Step 8: Click the “index” PDF 
file to open it, and see the
county-wide map index of all 
soil survey sheets.

This will allow you to pick which 
map Sheet you need.



Step 9: This is the map sheet 
index for Alamance County NC.

This will show which individual 
soil survey sheet map you need 
to look at.



Step 10:   Go Back (use the 
backward browser arrow
button at top) to the menu of 
PDF files for Alamance County.

From here, you can select the 
sheet number to download.



Step 11:  In this example I picked 
sheet number 04 and this 
appears on the screen.

You can zoom in or download it.



Here is Sheet 04 zoomed-in through the 
Box.com app on screen, using the + / -
symbols at the bottom.



Here is Sheet 04 being downloaded 
onto the computer.

You do not need to Sign Up or Log In.



You should see a status bar where you
can open the PDF file in your web
browser or from Adobe Reader.



Here is Sheet 04 in Adobe, on my computer after 
downloading it, zoomed-in using the Adobe reader toolbar.
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