


Developing a Environmental Education  
Poetry Contest 



Speaking out on behalf of the Land 
With Poetry



North Carolina Poet Laureate from 2005–09. She was the 
first woman to hold the position. North Carolina Poet 
Laureate from 2005–09. 

Kathryn Stripling Byer 
November 25, 1944 – June 5, 2017)



What is Poetry?
Poetry
 Poetry is a form of literature that uses aesthetic and 

rhythmic qualities of to evoke meanings.

 Writing that formulates a concentrated imaginative 
awareness of experience in language chosen and 
arranged to create a specific emotional response 
through meaning, sound, and rhythm. 



What are some origins of Poetry?
Many ancient works appear to have been composed in poetic 
form to aid memorization and oral transmission, in prehistoric 
and ancient societies. Poetry appears among the earliest records 
of  most literate cultures. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/GilgameshTablet.jpg


Wordsworth defined poetry as "the spontaneous overflow of 

powerful feelings;"



Poetry, what do you think?
Class Discussion 

 What is it?
 What are some types of poetry?

 What is poetry's history?
 How can poetry be a part of environmental education 



We all have a chance to contribute 
our own verse. 



Why Encourage a Poet Contest? 



Poets and Poetry 
Here is Mikayla's second place poem in the k-3 category. 

Sun gleaming down on the trees filled with snow and ice.

Tree limbs shining like a diamond from the sun.

Animals running around without a care in the world

They are as free as birds soaring like eagles.

Mountains so high they touch the sky. 

Sky so blue and clouds so thick they feel like a blanket covering you.

by Mikayla Mullis, grade 3, Mountain View Elementary



“I FEEL THE SEASONS (first place) This kind of poem is 
difficult to pull off, speaking as a non-human object or 
animal. She makes it work!” Kay Byer

The trees that cover me are all I feel the 
winter coldness on my face, the trees that 
cover me are all frozen

My nose is frozen.

The air is windy

The snow is all around me.

I feel the spring breeze through my hair,

From the bottom up I'm green all over.

Animals waking everywhere,
Flowers swaying along with the wind,
Flowers all around me.

I feel the summer sun on my shoulders,

People climbing to my peak.

The fiery warmth touches me day and night,

Picnics on my tree covered skirt,

Fireflies all around me.
I feel the chill of all through my ruffled 
coat,

As time changes, days get shorter.

Leaves are falling through the brisk air,

The temperature is dropping down low,
Bright Colors all around me.

by Addie Fairchild 3-6 category 



Why should environmental  
educators encourage site poetry? 
 Poetry invokes and describes an emotional dimension 

of perception of our natural and cultural resources. 
 Intellectual & Emotional connections are articulated 

by the creation of a site poem.
 Ownership of a poem brings a sense of empowerment 

and stewardship to the poet and to the readers of that 
poem.



Poets and Naturalists sometimes 
need encouragement to write



Poets and Prizes



Middle School Poets 2018



“Our ability to perceive quality in nature begins, as in 
art, with the pretty. It expands through successive 
stages of the beautiful -

to values as yet uncaptured by language.” 

― Aldo Leopold, 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/43828.Aldo_Leopold


Poetry sometime prompts the audience to ponder 
things in a different way 

Kathryn Stripling Byer.







Site Poetry Encourages Intellectual and 
Emotional Connections

“The clearest way into the Universe is 
through a forest wilderness.” John Muir



Poetry of Science



Poetry is a part of each state’s 
required educational standards



NORTH CAROLINA STANDARD COURSE OF 
STUDY – 4th GRADE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
 4 .C .1 .3   Understand how to adapt sources, such as 

literature texts, poetry, and speeches, into scripts .
 RL .4 .5  Explain major differences between poems, 

drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements 
of poems and drama when writing or speaking about a 
text .

 RL .4 .2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem
from details in the text; summarize the text.

 L .4 .3 a . Use language to express emotion .



State Standards of Education
6th Grade
RL .6 .7  Compare and contrast the experience of reading a 
story, drama, or a poem..

5th Grade
RL .5 .2   Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text .



NORTH CAROLINA STANDARD COURSE OF 
STUDY – 8th GRADE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
 RL .8 .1  Cite text to support inferences from stories 

and poems .
 W .8 .3 c .  Use words that describe the feelings other 

sensory information about the setting, experiences.
 IL .CLL .3 .2   Use the language to act out and 

summarize poetry, lyrics, prose, and other 
literature.. 

 NL .CLL .1 .1   Use single words and simple, memorized 
phrases to express needs, preferences, and feelings .



Standards
5th grade
RL .5 .2   Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text .
RL .5 .2   Identify the theme of a story, drama or poem

3rd grade
 RL .3 .2  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and 

myths from diverse cultures; central message…
 NL .CLL .1 .1   Use single words and simple, memorized 

phrases to express needs, preferences, and feelings .



Poetry in the Nation’s Schools

Virginia Standards of 
Learning

 Describe character 
development in fiction and 
poetry selections.

 Describe the 
characteristics of free 
verse, rhymed, and 
patterned poetry.

 Mississippi Language 
Arts Framework-Revised 

Arkansas Curriculum 
Frameworks

R.10.5.11
Read a variety of poetry, 

with emphasis on 
rhymed and patterned 

R.10.5.12
Describe the 

characteristics of 
rhymed and patterned 
poetry



Poetry in the Nation’s Schools

Mississippi Language Arts 
Framework-Revised 

The student will compose 
narrative text relating an 
event with a clear 
beginning, middle, and 
end. (DOK 3) 

Arkansas Department of 
Education

5th Grade W.5.5.4
Write poems using a variety of 

techniques/devices, with 
emphasis on writing 
patterned and rhymed poetry 

6th Grade W.5.6.4
Write poems using a variety of 

techniques/devices, with 
emphasis on narrative, 
including ballads



Poetry can be a bridge between a 
student and cultural history 

Listen, to this poem that describes the feelings of a 
runaway slave hiding on a mountain at night.   



Can Poetry contest help your 
facility, location, or agency?

 Poems reflect the public’s knowledge of your site. 
 Poems describe location myths, facts, and rules.
 Poems describe site science & misunderstandings.
 Poems bring new ideas and visions about the resource. 
 They tell us about what people do at site location.
 The articulate what inspires people about your site.
 They even tell us when people think the site is open 

and closed.
 They provide a glimpse beyond comments and surveys.  



How do I establish a site poetry 
contest? 



Let’s look at the contest steps.

Deliver
Posters

JudgesPrizes
Decision  

Pick up 
poems

Judge the 
poems Give prizes



Get your prizes -lined up. 
Funding a contest with $100.00 or less 

 Friends of your site, budget, donations, 
 Local stores – Actual prizes   
 Donations - Funding
 Contest prizes: Free camping, special hike, canoe 

trip, Site tee-shirt, tents, back packs, sleeping bags, 
flashlights, maps. Something from gift store?



 Local librarian
 Poets, writers, artists, James Taylor
 Office Staff  
 Park Rangers – Superintendents  
 You & Your Spouse 
 People in your agency 
 Not the school staff where the poems are coming from. 
 Your State Poet Laureate



 Make Posters
 Press Release (PSA)
 Deliver Envelopes and Posters to schools
 Mention the contest at programs
 Call the school a week before deadline.
 Poets must put name, grade and school on poem
 How else can you advertise your contest?



Online Covid -19 Contest
 Notify the schools – get teachers involved 
 Send email and call school or curriculum staff
 Have the teacher collect the poems and forward them 

to you. 
 Email staff to help judge the contest
 Have a zoom poetry reading.  
 Mail the prize to the students
 Other ides?  



4. Pick up the poems
 Extend the deadline if you need to. 
 Make sure you know where the poem came form.
 Keep them separate.
 Keep them labeled.
 Keep the grades, schools, and classrooms seperate.  



5. Judging 
 300 or more poems – Skim and remove any that are not 

really poetry, appropriate for the contest.
 Divide poems into stacks of 35(+/-) and ask judges to rank 

their top 7 and put a number on back or email ranking to 
you.

 Give the same 35 poems to different judges to do ranking. 
Then look for patterns.

 When you get to the top 10 poems, send the top 10 to the 
North Carolina Poet Laureate. 

 Rank your Special categories. Science, most original…. 
 Make copies of top 10 poems. 



Distribute the Prizes and 
Certificates.
 Make certificates (publisher works well)
 Put poet’s name on certificate and keep it with prize
 Contact school and ask about awards presentations
 Deliver prizes
 Record poets reading their poem
 Explore the option of developing a collection of annual 

poems for a small book. 
 Consider contacting local media, radio, tv, …. 



New Nature Poets  
Here is another poem that I really liked 
from the k-2 division.
Mount Jefferson by Jordan Potter

I can see...
deer
bunnies
squirrels
I can hear...
birds
bears
leaves crunching



Thank You!
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