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EWP- Technical Adequacy Expectations

* NRCS must ensure that the measures and assistance provided
through EWP are economically, socially, and environmentally
defensible and technically sound.

* All work is subject to NRCS standards and must be carried out in
accordance with the:
o National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH)
o Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)
o National Engineering Manual (210-NEM, Section 501.24), and
o National Agronomy Manual (NAM)
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EWP-Environmental Compliance Expectations

* The Disaster Survey Report (DSR) and Environmental
Evaluation (EE) (NRCS-CPA-52) are the primary documents in
the planning process to record all assessments, evaluation, and
planning decisions for EWP recovery measures.

* A DSR and EE must be completed for every site determined
eligible for EWP assistance.
o One eligible site per DSR (site-by-site)
o Groups of similarly impaired sites within a limited geographic area per
DSR
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Single Impaired Site
(One NRCS-CPA-52)

Various non-continous sites
on the same stretch
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on the same stream
for Site#1)

Similarly impaired sites on the same
stream on a different watershed
(One NRCS-CPA-52 for Site#2)
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(NRCS-CPA-52 for Site#1)
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Downed Trees/Debr
(NRC 52 for Site#2)
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(NRCS-CPA-52 for Site#1)

PA-52 for Site#2)

(NRCS CPA-S2 for Stein)
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o Any exceptions granted by NHQ for the number of DSRs and EEs
required for every eligible site will be communicated by the EWP
O Program Manager.
~ o Ifin doubt, please ask!
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EWP-Environmental Compliance Responsibilities

* Through the Environmental Evaluation (EE) process, NRCS must

consider and document the effect of proposed emergency
measures on natural and cultural resources.

* Compliance with NEPA and all other local, State, Tribal, and
Federal environmental laws
o Clean Water Act/Waters of the U.S.
Cultural Resources/Historic Properties
Endangered & Threatened Species
Essential Fish Habitat
Coastal Zone Management
Natural Areas
Riparian Areas
Wetlands
Wild & Scenic Rivers
(o As well as any other applicable Federal Laws, Executive Orders, State.and
Tribal statute.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance Consultations

* NRCS is responsible for conducting the necessary consultations
with the appropriate Federal, State, Local, or Tribal agency for
Special Environmental Concerns that may potentially be
affected as a result of proposed EWP activities.

* In many cases, the effects of the proposed actions are either
covered by a CatEx or are sufficiently described in the
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS).

* However, to comply with the ESA, NHPA, or other
environmental requirements, additional analysis or documentation
may be required.

15
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Authorization for Release of Record

1. The 2008 Farm Bill, Section 1619, codified as 7 U.S.C. 8791(b)(2)(A):

*  “Prohibits the release of information provided by an agricultural producer or owner
of agricultural land concerning the agricultural operation, farming or conservation
practices, or the land itself, in order to participate in programs of the Department, and
geospatial information otherwise maintained by the Secretary about agricultural land
or operations for which the previously described information is provided.”

2. The NRCS Environmental Compliance Policy, 190-GM, Title 410, Subpart B, Section
410.22 (B)(4):

«  “Prior to any required consultation, conference, or other contact with entities outside
of NRCS that may identify information about an NRCS client or landowner, NRCS
will determine if written consent from the client and the landowner to release
personally identifiable information is needed to complete an analysis of project-level
impacts by non-NRCS entities (i.e. USFWS, USACE, NOAA-Fisheries, etc.).”

©
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Authorization for Release of Record

-Sponsor is responsible for
obtaining land rights &
permits.

-The Authorization for the
Release of Record should
be pursued after NRCS
deems it necessary to
fulfill the EE analysis and
to properly advice
sponsors on the effects of
emergency recovery
measures to the

O environment.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance
(Endangered Species Act)

* For the USFWS, NRCS will continue to satisfy ESA’s Section 7
responsibilities by conducting environmental evaluations (EE),
following the ICM (USFWS-NRCS MOU), and completing the
NRSC-CPA-52.

« Staff need to notify NC NRCS State Biologist per guidance
provided in the ICM (+/- determinations).

EWP-Environmental Compliance (Endangered Species Act)

NOAA has identified the following NC designated critical habitat
for Atlantic sturgeon in the following river runs:

E Water Body Upper extent m

Roanoke River Roanoke Rapids Dam
NC Tar - Pamlico River Rocky Mount Mill Pond Dam 124
Neuse River Milburnie Dam 214
Cape Fear River Lock and Dam #2 94

Upstream side of Rones Chapel Road

Northeast Cape Fear River Bridge

136

Note: From River mile 0 to the River mile indicated above
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Cultural Resources)

+ Continue to submit requests through the CRR SharePoint Site Tracker.

* Requirements for CRR Requests
* Use Form NC-ECS-01 (10/17, v.002)
* Complete Sections 1-15 only.
* Define the length and width of area to be disturbed.

* Requirements for CRR Maps
+ Include a 1:24,000 Scale USGS topo quad map
* Clearly designate the APE on the map with a point, line or polygon,
depending on the nature of the proposed work.
¢ Only use the USGS topo map as the Basemap.
* Other then the APE, do not include other layers, features, or 1magery
on the cultural resources map.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Cultural Resources)

« Continue to submit requests through the CRR SharePoint Site Tracker.

However, please type/select “Other: Emergency” under the program category
on the CRR form and SharePoint submittal form.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Cultural Resources)

* Walkthrough Video

* Continue to submit
requests through the
CRR SharePoint Site
Tracker.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Cultural Resources)

» National EWP Manual Part 512 — Planning and Implementation
512.5 Cultural Resources
*  “Costs associated with compliance with NHPA will be included in the total

costs of the EWP measures, which may include resource surveys, recovery,
and mitigation.”

* When a cultural resource site is observed during installation of
EWP protection measures, all work shall cease and NRCS shall
be contacted immediately.

* Notify your immediate supervisor and contact the NC NRCS
Cultural Resources Specialist:

Jim Errante (Cultural Resource Specialist, NRCS)
Office Phone: (803) 253-3937
Mobile: (803) 360-0485
Email: jim.errante@usda.gov
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Clean Water Act/Wetlands)

* In order to expedite the EE process and ensure compliance with NEPA is
achieved, planners and Sponsors should consider the applicability of the
following Nation Wide Permits (NWPs) and their General Conditions when

evaluating sites and recommending protective/restoration measures.
*  NWP#3-Maintenance
*  NWP#13-Bank Stabilization
*  NWP#19-Minor Dredging

*  NWP#27-Aquatic Habitat R ion, Ent and i Activities
*  NWP#31-Maintenance of Existing Flood Control Facilitics
*  NWP#37-E hed Protection and Rehabilitati

¢ Many NWPs in NC require Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) in writing to
allow for verification of permit conditions for the work. (Note-Although the ePCN
process is now the preferred method for accepting application information for the permit the use of
this electronic method is not a USACE requirement.)

* NC Electronic PCN: deq.ne.gov/Forms/Pre-Construction Notification Form

US Army Corps of Engineers
Main Division Office in Wilmington
Phone: 910-
army.mi
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (Coastal Zone Management)

CAMA
* The following countcs are subject

to the rules and policies of the
Coastal Resources Commission, + Beaufort + Hertford
which administers the Coastal Area « Bertie - Hyde
Management Act. + Brunswick « New
Hanover
« Camden Ons
« If EWP recovery measures are - Onstow
. . « Carteret "
planned in one of these counties, « Pamlico
« Che
AND the recovery measures have onen + Pasquotank
the potential to affect Areas of * Craven « Pender
Environmental Concern (AECs), * Currituck « Perquimans
Sponsors may need a CAMA « Dare o Tyrell
permit. « Gates + Washington

26

EWP-Environmental Compliance (Coastal Zone Management)
* CRCs’ Areas of Environmental Concern (AECs)

1. The Estuarine and Ocean System (Public Trust Areas, Estuarine Waters, Coastal Shorelines,
and Coastal Wetlands)

2. The Ocean Hazard System (Oceanfiront, barrier islands, lands and inlets that connect the ocean
to the sounds)

3. Public Water Supplies (Small Surface Water Supply Watershed and Public Water Supply
Wellfields)

4. Natural and Cultural Resource Areas (Coastal complex natural areas, Coastal areas that
sustain remnant species, Unique coastal geologic formations, and Significant coastal

haeological and significant coastal historical archeological resources)

NCDEQ-Division of Coastal Management
L s

htt

oastal-permit-officers
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EWP-Environmental Compliance Validation

« Individuals conducting Inventory & Evaluation activities will record their
findings on Sections A-N, and sign the first signature line under Section O.

* Second signature line is reserved for Certified Conservation Planners (any
affiliation), and their signature signifies that the information recorded conforms
with the National & Sate planning procedures and policies.

the case where a non-NRCS person (e.g. TSP, Partner, Volunteer) or NRCS employee {non-CCP) assists with i ign the|

E To the best of my knowledge, the data shown on this form 5 aceurate and complete:

- - -Siguature (Fla g fions &N). Title, Date.
in

e A e o e | S . W
|iF preferred afternative is nota federal action where NRTS has confrol of responsibility and this NRCS-CPA-Z15 shared with —
Jsomeone other than the client then indicate to whom this is being provided.

EWP-Environmental Compliance Validation

+ USDA-NRCS will be the Responsible Federal Official (RFO) while performing
Environmental Evaluation analysis for EWP.
*  Only USDA-NRCS Certified Conservation Planners can act as the RFOs in NC.
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EWP-Environmental Compliance (NRCS-CPA-52) Examples

Example#1 Example#2
—\g, Clearing & Snagging (CPS326) Str k/Shoreline Pr

30
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Technical Resources
&
References
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* Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
* Section II
« National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
* NRCS-CPA-52
* NRCS-CPA-52 (North Carolina, Nov 2019)
¢ Client Authorization for Release of Record

1. NRCS-CPA52.
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+ Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
*  Section II
* National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
* APE Mapping WebTool

¢ APE Mapping WebTool
* APE Mapping WebTool User's Guide

Srepontroe 3. APE Mapping WebTool
=1 . e LR PR
[}
B men [r—— w0
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* Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
* Section II
* National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
 Cultural Resources Information
¢ CR Review Form and Undertakings List
* NC-ECS-01 Cultural Resources Review Form (10/17)

oo olf
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34

DA
[T ———

Jeremy B. Roston (Conservation Planning Specialist)
Ecological Sciences Section
NC USDA-NRCS

Email: jeremy.roston@usda.gov
Office Tel: 919-873-2140

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its
, employ and i for employ on the bases of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where
applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual
orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public
assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any
program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases
will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
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