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Emergency Agricultural Pond Repair/Retrofit 
 

Definition/Purpose  
 
Repair of existing low-hazard agricultural pond systems. Benefits may include water supply, 
erosion control, flood control, and sediment and nutrient reductions from farm fields. This 
practice only applies to ponds repaired due to emergency prior to adoption of this policy. 
 
Policies  
 
1. The pond shall be for agricultural use.  

 
2. For projects involving dam or spillway repairs:  

 
a. The Design and final repair/retrofit/expansion must be approved by a NC professional 

engineer or by staff with sufficient job experience on design/construction of Ponds, and 
approved by the Division to do comparable design/construction. 

b. Side slopes and principle/auxiliary spillway sizing and installation shall meet 
specifications in the NRCS 378 Pond standard.  Slopes must be stable and vegetated. 
Principle spillway must be installed such that outlet grade is stable (including rip rap or 
stilling basin, if needed).  

c. Fill material must be a suitable soil and adequately compacted for dam sealing and 
structural stability. 

d. A modified Emergency Action Plan shall be completed for all repairs. 
 

3. Trees six inches in diameter or greater can remain in the embankment if they are not dead or 
unhealthy, and if they are located such that they could not pose structural damage to dam, 
pipes, or spillway structures etc.   All other trees, shrubs and woody vegetation shall be 
removed as noted in the Operation and Maintenance Plan.  

  
4. Livestock shall be excluded from the dam and spillway. Consider the need to protect the 

auxiliary spillway from traffic if used more than 3 times/week or need access immediately 
following a rainfall event to prevent rutting. 
 

5. Cooperators are responsible for obtaining and complying with all required permits.  
 

6. Minimum life of BMP is 5 years.  
 

7. It is the producer’s responsibility to ensure the entire structure is maintained for the life of the 
contract (5 yrs.).  All woody vegetation must be kept off the repaired portion(s) of the dam, 
structures, and emergency spillway. In the event the landowner chooses not to act on 
deficiencies noted by the engineer and the structure fails, the landowner is not eligible for 
additional cost share and will be responsible for repairing the structure at their expense or 
repayment of cost share funds based on a prorated amount. However, the cooperator will be 
eligible to apply for cost share to replace the emergency restoration with a repair that meets 
the relevant NRCS standard. 
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8. Cost share shall not exceed 40% of average cost (or actual cost with receipts for 
components with no established average cost). 

9. If the pond is no longer used for agriculture during the maintenance period, the cost share 
contract shall be considered out of compliance.  
 

10. The District shall inspect the site annually during the maintenance period.  


