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NORTH CAROLINA 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION  

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
March 21, 2012 

 
 

Archdale Building  

Ground Floor Hearing Room 

512 N. Salisbury Street 

Raleigh, NC 27604 

 

 

Commission Members  Others Present 
Vicky Porter Pat Harris  Dick Fowler 

Craig Frazier David Williams Dewitt Hardee 

Bobby Stanley Dr. Richard Reich  Julie Henshaw 

Donald Heath  Steve Bennett Kelly Ibrahim 

Tommy Houser  Shelly Baird Ralston James  

Charles Hughes Vernon Cox  Chester Lowder 

Bill Yarborough Tom Ellis  J. B. Martin 

 Davis Ferguson Ken Parks 

Commission Counsel Lisa Fine Sandra Weitzel 

Jennie Houser Kristina Fischer Natalie Woolard 

Guest Dick Fowler  

Judge Bob Hunter Kirsten Frazier  

 Teresa Furr  

 

Judge Bob Hunter administered the oath of office to Commissioners Vicky Porter, Charles Hughes, 

Tommy Houser, Craig Frazier, and Donald Heath.  He thanked all the Commissioners for their service. 

 

Chairwoman Vicky Porter called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and charged the commission members 

to declare any conflict of interest or appearance of conflict of interest that may exist for agenda items 

under consideration, as mandated by the State Ethics Act.  Commissioner Tommy Houser noted a conflict 

of interest in item# 11A.  Chairwoman Porter then read the following excerpt from the State Ethics 

Commission’s Evaluation regarding the Commission member statements of economic interest filed by 

Mr. Charles W. Hughes, III: 

 

“We are in receipt of Mr. Charles W. Hughes, III’s 2012 Statement of Economic Interest as a prospective 

appointee to the Soil and Water Conservation Commission.  We have reviewed it for actual and potential 

conflicts of interest in accordance with G.S. Chapter 138A, the State Government Ethics Act (“the Ethics 

Act”). 

 

We did not find an actual conflict of interest, but found the potential for a conflict of interest.  The 

potential conflict identified does not prohibit service on this entity. 
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Mr. Hughes will fill the role of Coastal Regional Representative nominated by the North Carolina 

Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts on the Commission.  He is the District Supervisor of 

the Lenoir County Soil and Water District.  Thus, he has the potential for a conflict of interest.  Mr. 

Hughes must exercise appropriate caution in the performance of his public duties should issues involving 

his district come before the Commission.  This would include recusing himself to the extent that his 

interests would influence or could reasonably appear to influence his actions.” 

 

Chairwoman Porter stated that the above “Statements of Economic Interest” was signed by Teresa H. 

Pell, Attorney with the State Ethics Information (SEI) Unit.  She noted that this record will be kept on 

file. 

 

Chairwoman Porter requested Commission members to introduce themselves, followed by introductions 

from the audience. 

 

Chairwoman Porter identified herself as the elected supervisor from Cabarrus County with the goal of 

serving the citizens of the State and the Conservation Districts.  She would like to visit some of the 

Districts from around the state and observe the conservation efforts in place.  She would also like to host 

some of the commission meetings outside of Raleigh. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Chairwoman Porter noted a change in the agenda to remove items 7, and 

11c.  It was noted that the division recommendation on item 8b “contract # 93-12-17-13; Warren County” 

was contingent on the decision of the Commission on agenda item 14.  Chairwoman Porter announced 

that this item would be pulled from the consent agenda and be discussed separately following action on 

item 14.  It was also noted that at the end of the meeting, a Vice Chair would be appointed.  

Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the Commission meeting held on January 08, 2012 were 

presented.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Commissioner Bill Yarborough and seconded 

by Commissioner Donald Heath.  Motion carried. 

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

3.  Division Report:  Mrs. Patricia Harris, Director of the Division of Soil and Water Conservation, 

presented the division report. Her presentation included the following: 

 

 Update on the 2012 UNC School of Government (SOG) held on February 14-15, 2012.  Mrs. 

Harris thanked Mr. Dick Fowler, Executive Director for NCASWCD and Mr. Richard Whisnant, 

UNC SOG for organizing the training.  Twenty-two supervisors attended the training. 

 Division staffing update:  The division has a total of 46 positions, including 7 vacancies.  The 

vacancies are listed as follows: 

- Area 2 Coordinator position (3
rd

 repost) 

- 319 Environmental Senior Specialist position (2
nd

 repost) 

- Soil Scientist 

- Engineering Technician 

- Environmental Supervisor positions 

- Engineering Technician (CREP) 

- Environmental Specialist (CREP) 

 FY 2011-2012 Supervisor Travel & Matching Funds:   
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- The matching funds have been allocated to districts with the exception of $3,600 for one 

district.  Matching funds for this fiscal year were reduced by 10%. 

- FY 2011-2012 budget:  Supervisor travel per diem and subsistence were reduced by the N.C. 

General Assembly by 10%.  A chart was presented showing the authorized budget $252,000 

and the balance $67,000 as of March 19, 2012 (73% expended).  For comparison, for the FY 

2011 budget:  It was noted that the authorized budget was $280,000 and the balance at the 

end of March was $28,000 (90% expended).   

 Move to the fourth floor:  April 18, 2012 is the scheduled date for central office staff to move 

from the fifth floor to the fourth floor in the Archdale Building.  Raleigh Regional staff will also 

be moving to the Archdale building.  It was noted that the Division staff will be off line for a 

week during the move. 

 Mrs. Harris acknowledged and thanked Ms. Jen Nixon, Public Information Officer for the Dept. 

of Agriculture & Consumer Services for taking the pictures and posting them on the division 

website in a timely manner.  It was noted that Ms. Nixon is also designing a new letterhead for 

the Commission.   

 Mrs. Kristina Fischer was chairing a committee to design a more district-friendly division 

website.  Other committee members are Mr. David Williams, Mrs. Natalie Woolard, Mrs. Kelly 

Ibrahim, and Mrs. Shelly Baird.  She indicated that it will be a user friendly website. 

 

Mr. David Williams, Deputy Director of the Division of Soil and Water Conservation presented the 

Stream Debris Removal Project: 

 Stream and drainage channels are blocked from storm debris caused by Hurricane Irene and 2011 

spring tornadoes, severely impacting drainage from agriculture fields.  The Division of Water 

Resources provided $600,000 to assist with the removal of debris.  The division was taking 

applications for assistance with a post marked deadline of Friday, March 16
, 2012

.  The funds have 

not been allocated to applications at this time.  A meeting will be scheduled with the 

Commissioner Steve Troxler and division staff to determine how the funds will be reallocated.  

The Division received $3.36 million in applications for debris removal with 339 miles of affected 

streams. 

Pictures showing blocked streams in Bertie and Chowan Counties were presented.   

 
4.  Association Report:  Commissioner Donald Heath, NCASWCD President, presented the Association 

Report.   

 

Discussion: 

 NACD National Meeting  

 School of Government Training 

 Market Based Conservation Initiative 

 Spring Area Meetings 

 Conservation Awareness Day 

 Congressional Agenda 

 

The handout provided is attached and has been made an official part of the minutes. 

 

5.  NRCS Report:  Mr. JB Martin, State Conservationist for the National Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) presented a brief overview of the following:  

 

Discussion: 

 On April 18, 2012 the National Conservation Partnership is coordinating a video-conference 

between the national and state partnership offices to discuss the Field Office of the Future Project, 
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partner responsibilities, opportunities and communications.  The letter was sent to various entities 

regarding this national video teleconference. Further discussions are scheduled for September 

2012. 

 The NRCS leadership retreat is scheduled for next week in Winston-Salem, N.C.  This retreat is 

to focus on the top priorities for the agency, based on the accomplishments of both FY 2011 and 

FY2012. 

 A substantial increase in the Farm Bill funding and Conservation Stewardship Program 

applications were noted. 

 NRCS Headquarters has proposed centralizing NRCS administrative positions to a Shared 

Service Center.  More details to follow. 

 Mr. Martin concluded his presentation by reporting that the Deep Creek 5D Watershed Dam 

Project in Yadkin County was being recognized in Washington, D.C. with the 2012 National 

Award of Excellence presented by the American Council of Engineering Companies as one of the 

best engineering projects in the country. 

 

6.  Technical Services Section Report:  Mrs. Natalie Woolard, Technical Services Section Chief 

presented this item; see the attached presentation.  She explained the diverse organization structure of the 

section; the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program activities, and highlighted several services 

offered to districts and landowners regarding soil interpretations, animal waste management, and 

engineering support.  Other services mentioned were staff’s involvement with the technical assistance 

provided as disaster response, lagoon closures and PL-566 projects.  Mrs. Woolard recognized the efforts 

made by staff to support soil and water conservation districts and the mission of the Division  

 

7.  Stream Debris Removal Project:  This item was removed from the agenda as an individual report 

and added as part of the division report. 

 

The Commission took a short recess at 9:55 a.m. and reconvened at 10:07 a.m. 

 

V.  ACTION ITEMS 

 

8.  Consent Agenda:  Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley and it passed unanimously.  

 

A. Nomination of Supervisors 

Charles Lucas; Montgomery SWCD 

Jason West Dixon; Granville SWCD 

Robert S. Brooks Jr.; Union SWCD 

William W. Murrell, Jr.; Pender SWCD 

 

 Resignation letter from the following: 

 Norris B. Jeffrey; Union SWCD 

 Zachary S. Rivenbark; Pender SWCD 

 

B. Approval of Cost Share Supervisor Contracts 

Contract No. District Supervisor Name Practice(s) Contract 

Amount 

15-12-09-11 Camden Don Lee Keaton Crop Residue Mgmt $4,332 

15-12-10-11 Camden Don Lee Keaton Crop Residue Mgmt $4,332 

30-12-07-16 Davie Arnold Weatherman Poultry Litter Spreader $10,500 
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36-12-803-03 Gaston Nancy Crocker Well $7,759 

37-12-05-04 Gates Robert E. Miller III 3-yr. Conservation Tillage $15,000 

52-12-06-09 Jones Billie Raye Turner Poultry Litter Spreader $10,500 

75-12-260-01 Polk Frank Smith Stream Protection System, 

Prescribed Grazing 

$22,741 

78-12-21-08 Robeson Miles Mercer 3-yr. Conservation Tillage $5589 

90-12-318-16 Union James Kenneth Mills Precision Nutrient Mgmt. $15,000 

93-12-06-13 Warren Herman L. Collier Water Trough & Heavy 

Use Area 

$4,527 

C. Technical Specialist Designation 

 

Waste Utilization Planning 

Jacob Giddens; NRCS District Conservationist 

Lee Holcomb; Alexander SWCD 

Adam Kennedy; Duplin SWCD 

Gavin Thompson; Sampson SWCD 

 

Wettable Acres Designation 

Brent Mitchell; Goldsboro, NC 

  

D. Job Approval Authority 

Pond Site Assessment: 

Teresa Hice; Wake SWCD 

Clifford Dean Parker; Gaston SWCD 

Lloyd Phillips; Davidson SWCD 

Bryon McMurry; Cleveland SWCD 

Robert Andy Miller; Davidson SWCD 

Sam Warren; Division ATAC Position 

 
Water Needs Assessment: 

Sam Warren; Division ATAC Position 

 

9.  Appointed Supervisor Training Report:  Mrs. Pat Harris presented this item.   

 Current policy for supervisor training is “As part of the appointment process the 

appointed/elected supervisor has to agree to go to the School of Government Training within one 

year of becoming a District supervisor.” 

 Mrs. Harris presented the list of supervisors who did not attend the 2012 Basic Training Course 

for Soil and Water Conservation at the UNC School of Government Training as follows: 

- Jeffrey Pollard Jr.; Avery SWCD; appointed September 2011 

- Terri Kerby Hathaway; Dare SWCD; appointed December 2010 

- E. Shane Mitchell; Franklin SWCD; appointed September 2011 

- David Roy Bowman; Guilford SWCD; appointed May 2010 

- Henry T. Fowler; Jackson SWCD; appointed March 2011 

- Wayne Parker; McDowell SWCD; elected August 2011 

- Milton V. Cahoon, III; Washington SWCD; elected January 2012 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Secure district meeting attendance lists for commission review. Secure dates for 2013 SOG 

training and send to supervisors who failed to attend this year’s required training. 
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 Recommend sending a letter from the Commission to each supervisor who failed to attend the 

required training, reminding them of this requirement and the importance of such training.  A 

copy of the letter should also be sent to their respective district office. 

 Mrs. Harris agreed to compose a draft letter to be presented at the commission’s May 16
th
 

meeting for consideration. 

 The 2013 SOG training dates should be announced at the August 2012 Conservation Employee 

Training as another reminder for staff about this requirement. 

 

10. Technical Review Committee:  Mrs. Julie Henshaw, NPS Section Chief, presented the following 

recommendations. 

 

A. Appointment for District Supervisor Representative (Recommendation by the NCASWCD) 

- Ben Knox, Supervisor from Rowan County  

- Clay Logan, Supervisor from Clay County (as alternate) 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the NCASWCD appointments.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Charles Hughes.  Motion carried.  

 

B. Appointment for Technical Employee Representative (Recommendation by NCCDEA) 

- Greg Hughes, District Employee from Hertford County 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the NCDEA appointment.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Tommy Houser.  Motion carried.  

 Mrs. Henshaw thanked Ms. Teresa Furr, District Employee in Wake SWCD and Steve Harris, 

District Supervisor in Albemarle SWCD, for serving as TRC members for the past three years. 

 

C. TRC Recommendations 

- Removal of the controlled livestock lounging area BMP from the Agriculture Cost Share 

Program effective PY 2013, as there is no longer a NRCS standard to reference.  Mrs. 

Henshaw indicated that the last contract including this practice was over eight years ago. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to remove the livestock lounging area BMP from the 

ACSP.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bill Yarborough.  Motion carried.  

 Mrs. Henshaw announced the next TRC meeting is scheduled on May 3
rd

 in Statesville.  Details 

will be posted on the TRC website. 

 

11. AgWRAP Recommendations:  It was noted that Commissioner Houser would recuse himself from 

the pond application approval.  Mrs. Julie Henshaw presented the following: 

 

Discussion: 

A. Pond application approval 

Goals for state pond allocation 

- It was noted that the goal was to fund a minimum of one pond per geographic area (Coastal 

Plain, Piedmont, and Mountain). 

- Distribute funding for ponds among a variety of agricultural sectors (Aquaculture, Field 

Crops, Forestry, Fruit and Vegetable, Green Industry, and Livestock and Poultry). 
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- Multiple categories farms:  These farms can compete, but only for categories where the pond 

water will be used. 

- Applications Received:  Forty one, out of which thirty nine applications were ranked 

according to criteria (two withdrew during review process).   

- Twenty one Districts submitted applications 

- Estimated total costs for all applications $850,000, plus nine projects without cost estimates. 

- $340,000 is available to fund the applications. 

- Charts were presented showing geographic distribution and agricultural sector distribution. 

- Details on the state pond ranking criteria were indicated.  Scoring points ranged from 23-79. 

- Pond Contracts Costs:  Actual costs of $15,000 (75%) or $18,000 (90%) for pond installation.  

Funding is also available for private engineering design.  Five of the twenty one applications 

proposed for approval qualify for 90% cost share assistance.  It was noted that none of the 

current applications are requesting private engineering design funding. 

- Proposed Contract Approval Methodology:  Approve contracts from all three regions of the 

state.  Fund the two highest point value applications in each agricultural sector where 

applicable.  Fund other applications based on point scoring from high to low values until 

funds are exhausted. 

- Commission Requested Action:  Approve pond applications as prepared in item 11A using 

the methodology described.  (a) Approval will result in twenty one applications moving into 

contracts for new agricultural ponds (approximately 53% of applicants).  (b) Nineteen 

Districts will have an approved application if Commission decides to move forward.   

 

Mrs. Henshaw concluded her presentation by acknowledging the Districts who piloted the process.  She 

also thanked the technical services staff and policy work groups for their assistance. 

 

The handout provided for item 11A (pages 1-2) is attached and has been made an official part of the 

minutes. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to remove the pond application approval.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion carried.  

 

B. BMP workgroup recommendations 

1. Modifications to the agricultural water supply practice 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the modifications to the agricultural water 

supply practice.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Donald Heath.  Motion carried.  

 Commissioner Bill Yarborough moved to modify Policy# 8 of the Agricultural Water Supply 

Practice to read, (page 2 of the handout).  “Livestock shall be excluded from the pond.  Ponds for 

irrigation only, without animal access, do not require fencing.”  Commissioner Craig Frazier 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 Mr. Chester Lowder, NC Farm Bureau Federation shared his concerns about requiring livestock 

be excluded in all circumstances. 

 Commission members requested that the revised policies involving livestock exclusion 

requirements be taken back to the AgWRAP workgroup and the pros and cons be brought back to 

the Commission for review. 

 

2. Modifications to the well practice 
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Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the modifications to the well practice.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion carried.  

 

3. Modifications to the conservation irrigation conversion practice 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the modifications to the conservation 

irrigation conversion practice.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Donald Heath.  

Motion carried.  

 

The handout provided for item 11B (pages 1-5) is attached and has been made an official part of the 

minutes. 

 

C. Technical Assistance workgroup recommendations:  This item was removed from the agenda. 

 

12. Cost Share Committee Report:  Mrs. Julie Henshaw presented the following: 

 

I. Consideration of draft policy addressing approval of cost share applications, contracts and 

requests for payments 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Donald Heath made a motion to approve the draft policy of the Cost Share 

Committee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Charles Hughes.  Motion carried.  

 

II. Consideration of revisions to new or limited resource farmer self-certification form 

III. Consideration of revisions to AgWRAP adjusted gross income self-certification form 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the change in both the self-certification 

forms (item II and III).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion 

carried.  

 

IV. Consideration of revisions to supplement policy:  The proposed changes are noted in the handout. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Donald Heath made a motion to approve the changes in the supplement policy.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bill Yarborough.  Motion carried.  

 

V. Upcoming meeting dates:  Mrs. Henshaw noted that the next Cost Share Committee meeting will 

be held at the Archdale Building on May 15
th
 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

The handout provided for item 12 (pages 1-6) is attached and has been made an official part of the 

minutes. 

 

13. Community Conservation Advisory Committee recommendations:  Mrs. Shelly Baird, 

Coordinator for Community Conservation Assistance Program, presented the following recommendations 

from the CCAP Advisory Committee.  A handout was provided. 

 

Discussion: 
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A. Job Approval Authority (JAA) Policies 

Several policies were added to the CCAP JAA policy document, including language on: periodic 

evaluation of an employee’s JAA, process for rescinding JAA when a participant is no longer 

employed, as well as the mechanism to rescind JAA if an employee fails to comply with 

associated technical standards, submits false data or is any way dishonest. 

 

B. Vegetative Guidelines 

The current CCAP Vegetative Guidelines states:  “invasive or noxious species are prohibited”.  

The CCAP Advisory Committee recommended language to clarify this, as well as allow an 

exception. The proposed language is:  “The use of native species is strongly encouraged.  

Invasive or noxious species are prohibited, with the exception of all common turf type grasses”. 

  

C. Backyard Rain Gardens – Revised Standard 

The language referenced above under vegetative guidelines was included in the Backyard Rain 

Garden BMP standard.  In addition, the design recommendation of the three day drainage time 

maximum replaced the two day limit listed previously.  This is based on current NCSU guidance.  

Additional language was included to clarify the need for a PE approved design.  Lastly, the 

CCAP Design Manual and existing supplemental forms (checklist and operation & maintenance 

plan) are referenced. 

 

D. Critical Area Planting – Revised Standard 

A Critical Area Planting Workgroup met on February 24
th
.  Input from district employees and 

division engineers resulted in the following revisions to the Critical Area Planting BMP:   

 Specifications on vegetation selection for steep slope areas.  Trees are allowed, but are not 

required as previously stated.  Low growing vegetation may be more suitable in urban areas, 

and other recommendations include sod, compost socks, or native grasses. 

 Existing established vegetation should not be removed, unless its presence interferes with 

establishing desired vegetation for stabilizing the area. 

 Soil amendments and/or compost may be required to increase organic matter or soil 

permeability for sites with poor soils. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve the CCAP recommendations from 13A 

through 13D.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tommy Houser.  Motion carried.  

 

14. NC ACSP PY2012 Supplemental Allocation:  Mrs. Kelly Ibrahim, Ag. Cost Share Program 

Manager (ACSP) presented this item.  A handout was provided with three options proposed for 

supplemental allocations for the forty counties who requested additional funds.  Mrs. Ibrahim clarified 

option A, B, and C. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve option C of the NC ACSP PY2012 

Supplement Allocation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion 

carried.  

 Commissioner Bobby Stanley made a motion to approve the allocation to the forty counties as 

stated in option C.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bill Yarborough.  Motion 

carried. 
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Continuation of Action Item 8B 

  

Discussion: 

 Mrs. Ibrahim presented the contract #93-12-17-13; Warren SWCD for district supervisor Herman 

L. Collier; $7,790 for watering trough and heavy use area.   

 It was noted that Warren County did not have enough funds in their original allocation to fund the 

entire contract.  However, additional funds have been allocated. 

 A recommendation to approve the contract was requested. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion to approve $7,790 for contract #93-12-17-13 from 

Warren SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bill Yarborough.  Motion carried.  

 

15. PY2013 Spring Supplemental Allocation Methodologies for Consideration:  Mrs. Ibrahim 

presented this item.  A handout was provided. 

 

Discussion: 

 Mrs. Ibrahim indicated a desire to solicit input from districts on what methodology should be 

employed for supplemental allocations and to present a proposed methodology for approval at the 

next commission meeting.  

 Mrs. Ibrahim noted that the advantage would be that every county would have knowledge of how 

the supplemental allocation would work at the start of the program year if there were funds 

available.  She added that this information would also be helpful to staff. 

 Possible considerations include: 

- Establishing a date when Districts would be evaluated for eligibility for supplemental 

allocation. 

- Setting a minimum threshold percentage of allocated funds that must be encumbered by the 

evaluation date.  

 Mrs. Ibrahim will request a feedback from Districts by April 30
th
, 2012.  She noted that request 

for feedback would be distributed through the district listserv and include her contact information. 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Chairwoman Porter requested the recommendation be sent back to the committee for further 

discussion.  She added that staff prepare a letter on behalf of the Commission to be sent out to all 

counties explaining the procedures and request an explanation why some Districts ignore the 

request for spring allocations. 

 Commission requested the Cost Share Committee review allocation methodologies and bring a 

recommendation to the next Commission meeting in May. 

 Guidelines for future spring allocations were requested. 

 Commissioner Craig Frazier made a motion not to approve the recommendation.  It was noted 

that the recommendation be brought back to the Commission with more clarification on the 

guidelines.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tommy Houser.  Motion carried. 

 

Continuation of item 11B1, Policy #8 

 

Mrs. Henshaw confirmed the following changes discussed earlier. 

 

Discussion: 

 Excerpt from Policy #4 in Agricultural Water Supply/Reuse Pond to read the same as Policy #4 in 

Agricultural Pond Repair/Retrofit.  It was noted the language to read the same as “Livestock shall 
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be excluded from the pond.  Ponds for irrigation only, without animal access, do not require 

fencing.” 

 

Comments & Suggestions from Commission Members: 

 Commissioner Bill Yarborough made a motion to approve the language for policy #4 in the 

Agricultural Pond Repair/Retrofit practice.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Craig 

Frazier.  Motion carried. 

 Mrs. Henshaw indicated that the Division might have already approved one of the contracts.  She 

added that if it is approved, it is unclear if the Division can require the farmer to abide by policy 

#4.  The Division was not sure if it is an animal operation.  It was noted that this update will be 

brought back to the next Commission meeting on May 16
th
. 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 

 

 Chairwoman Porter announced that the Commission members would be voting for a Vice Chair 

and would entertain a nomination. 

 Mrs. Jennie Houser, Commission Counsel explained the reason for a Vice Chair.  It was noted 

that if there is an emergency situation where the Chair cannot perform his/her duties, an 

appointed Vice Chair would perform his/her duties. 

 Commissioner Donald Heath made a motion to nominate Commissioner Bill Yarborough as Vice 

Chairman.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobby Stanley.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
With there being no further items to discuss, Chairwoman Porter adjourned the meeting at 11:14  

a.m.  The next Commission meeting is scheduled for May 16, 2012 at the Archdale Building, Raleigh.   

 

       

__________________________                                  _____________________________ 

Patricia K. Harris, Director                                             Daphne Pinto, Recording Secretary 

Division of Soil & Water Conservation, Raleigh, N.C.             (Sign & Date) 

(Sign & Date)                                                                                        

  

These minutes were approved by the North Carolina Soil & Water Conservation Commission on May 

16, 2012. 

  

 

__________________________                   

Patricia K. Harris, Director  

(Sign & Date)                
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