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CHAPTER 1 

 

Executive Summary 
 

A. Introduction 

Agriculture defines life in Surry County for many of its citizens. The county is fortunate to 

have abundant agricultural resources, including rich farmland soils, plentiful rivers and 

streams, and a generations-old farming heritage of caring for the land. Agriculture is also a 

vital part of Surry County’s local economy, generating more than $221 million in cash 

receipts in 2010
1
 or about 19 percent of the county’s overall economy.  

Yet many farmers are struggling to make a profit, trying to adapt to changing markets, and 

looking for ways to add revenue to their operations. Many are planning for retirement, often 

without a younger generation to take over farming operations. At the same time, Surry 

County is growing and will continue to grow at the edge of one of the largest urban areas in 

North Carolina. 

North Carolina farmers have traditionally produced commodity crops. With improvements in 

transportation technology, the dismantling of trade barriers and the resulting increase in 

global competition, North Carolina farmers have increasingly struggled to compete. The keys 

to ensuring a healthy future for agriculture in Surry County is to help farmers diversify 

operations and look for opportunities for value-added products and niche markets, including 

local food markets, and attracting a new generation of farmers. 

The purpose of this Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan is to help citizens 

understand the importance of agriculture in the county and to address the challenges facing 

the agricultural community. This plan can help leaders make informed decisions by 

providing the tools necessary to ensure and enhance the long-term viability of agriculture in 

the county. To be eligible for preferential funding from the NC Agricultural 

Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, counties must have adopted 

farmland preservation plans.

B. Authority for County Action 
 

In 1986, the North Carolina General Assembly passed the North Carolina Farmland 

Preservation Enabling Act.
2
 The stated purpose of this Act is “to authorize counties to 

undertake a series of programs to encourage the preservation of farmland as defined herein.”
3
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In addition to enabling counties to create Voluntary Agricultural District ordinances, which 

Surry County adopted on August 1, 2005, with modifications adopted April 18, 2011, the Act 

also created the North Carolina Farmland Preservation Fund and enabled counties to develop 

purchase of agricultural conservation easements (PACE) programs. By later amendment, the 

General Assembly created a matching mechanism for distribution of Farmland Preservation 

Trust Fund monies, with preference to counties adopting a countywide farmland preservation 

plan.
4
   

 

The Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan includes the following elements:
5
  

 Overview of agriculture in the county, including economic impact and other benefits; 

 Challenges to agriculture; 

 Description of existing agricultural production; 

 Prioritization of agricultural lands important for economic vitality and open space protection; 

 Opportunities for enhancing local agricultural economy; 

 Action steps to ensure a viable agricultural economy; 

 Implementation plan with action steps and stakeholders responsible; and 

 Agricultural protection tools, partners and potential funding sources. 
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C. Why Protect Farmland in Surry County 
 
All Surry County citizens benefit from a healthy agricultural economy in many ways: 

1) Character and heritage – Agriculture is a distinctive part of Surry County’s character and 

rural heritage. Farmers are stewards of large areas of open space and scenic landscape, protecting 

the county’s soil and water resources and wildlife habitat. 

2) Economy - Agriculture is a significant contributor to Surry County’s overall economic health. 

In 2010, agriculture generated $221,253,832
6
 in cash receipts (representing 19 percent of Surry 

County’s total economic output) and accounting for 18.7 percent of the county’s total 

employment.
7
 The largest source of farm income is poultry, accounting for 57 percent of total 

farm income in 2010.
8
  

3) Positive impact on tax base – Privately-owned working lands provide fiscal benefits, helping 

keep property taxes low due to minimal demand for public services. Studies conducted 

nationwide and in North Carolina indicate that even under the Present Use Value program, 

farmers pay more in taxes than the value of the public services they receive. Agriculture, 

therefore, is a wise investment. Table 1.1 reports the results of North Carolina counties which 

have conducted such studies, called Cost of Community Services Studies.  

4) Tourism – Visitors are attracted to Surry County’s scenic landscape and many rural 

attractions, including Pilot Mountain State Park, Horne Creek Historic Farm, and its many 

vineyards. 

5) Local foods – Consumers are increasingly interested in local products. With Pilot Mountain 

Pride, Surry County is well positioned to expand its reputation as a regional source for farm 

fresh, local foods. 

6) Recreation – Forest lands and open space provide numerous opportunities for recreation, 

including hunting, fishing, hiking and motorized vehicle use. 

Definition of Agriculture  

This plan defines agriculture to include all aspects of the cultivation and production 

of plant material (including food and fiber, forestry and horticulture) and animal 

products, as well as the marketing, processing and distribution of these products and 

related industries such as agricultural tourism (referred to in this document as 

agritourism). However, income figures do not include agritourism. 
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Table 1.1 Results of Cost of Community Service Studies in North Carolina
9
 

 

County 

Cost of Public Services by Land Use Type  

per Dollar Received in Revenue 

Residential Agricultural Commercial/Industrial 

Alamance 

(2006) 

$1.46 $0.59 $0.23 

Chatham 

(2007) 

$1.14 $0.58 $0.33 

Guilford 

(2010) 

$1.35 $0.62 $0.29 

Orange (2006) $1.31 $0.72 $0.24 

Union (2004) $1.30 $0.24 $0.41 

Wake (2001) $1.54 $0.49 $0.18 

 

 

 

D. Agriculture in Surry County – A Summary 

Surry County is an active agricultural county with approximately one-third of the county’s 

land area in farm use and pasture (129,840 of 343,680 total acres). Agricultural uses include 

row crops, livestock, and specialty crops,
10

 with an additional 187,100 acres in forest land.
11

 

Poultry processing and production is the top overall agricultural income generator for the 

county, mainly due to the presence of Wayne Farms, LLC in Dobson (the fourth largest 

vertically integrated poultry producer in the United States). As of 2010, among North 

Carolina counties, Surry County ranks:
 12

 

 1
st
 for burley tobacco and grapes; 

 2
nd

 for barley; 

 6
th

 for hay; 

 12
th

 in cattle production; 

 15
th

 for broilers and 10
th

 for all other chicken production; and  

 22
nd

 for flue-cured tobacco.  
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Over the last 20 years, Surry County farmers 

have increased livestock production and reduced 

tobacco production as a result of the tobacco 

buyout. Row crops and hay have generally 

remained steady, with some increase in small 

grain crops to replace tobacco. Poultry 

production has seen the largest increases due to 

Wayne Farms LLC. In recent years, agriculture 

has diversified in Surry County, through 

production of grapes and seasonal vegetables. 

Over this same time period, Surry County’s 

population has grown by almost 15,000 

residents.
13

 Surry County remains a primarily 

rural county, with 78.5 percent of the population 

living in unincorporated areas. Most new growth 

is expected in the rural, agricultural areas.
14

 

During these same years, the county has lost 

approximately six percent of its farmland. 

Development has been slow during the recent 

years of recession, but residential development is 

starting to increase in 2011.
15

 At the same time, 

the number of farmers who farm full-time has 

declined by 14.6 percent. The average age of 

famers has increased 2.8 years, with substantial 

decreases in the number of younger farmers who 

enter the field.
 16

 As aging farmers look towards 

retirement, there is often not a clear opportunity 

to continue farm operations with the next 

generation. 

 

E. Strengths and Challenges 

to Agriculture in Surry County 

Farmers, government officials and citizens, 

through interviews, surveys, and public meetings, 

contributed to the following list of Strengths and 

Challenges to Agriculture in Surry County in 

Table 1.2. There is a more comprehensive list in 

 

Agriculture in 

North Carolina 

 

At the statewide level, 

agriculture is North Carolina’s 

top industry, generating $70 

billion per year. Recently, 

however, agriculture has 

faced tremendous pressures 

due to rapid population 

growth. According to the 

2007 U.S. Census of 

Agriculture, 600,000 acres 

were lost in the State from 

2002 to 2007. To put this in 

perspective, Steve Troxler, 

N.C. Agriculture 

Commissioner, compares this 

loss to losing as much land as 

in all of Sampson County, NC. 

Most of this loss was likely 

due to residential 

development to accommodate 

the growing population in 

North Carolina – one million 

new residents since 2000. 

Projections call for North 

Carolina’s population to grow 

from 9.5 million to 13.5 

million, an increase of four 

million people by 2030. With 

90 percent of North Carolina 

land in private ownership, 

quality farm and forest land 

will be increasingly under 

threat as more people move 

here. 
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Chapter 2. There are many positive attributes to agriculture in Surry County, in particular, the 

favorable political environment, good natural resources, and some strong local markets. The 

challenges are common across North Carolina, where high population growth and volatile 

markets have strained the profitability of farming, making it more difficult for the next 

generation to become farmers. 

Table 2.2 Strengths/Challenges to Agriculture in Surry County 

Strengths Challenges 

High quality land High cost of farming – start up and input 

costs and resulting lack of profitability 

Favorable political environment Fewer people coming into farming 

Pilot Mountain Pride  Difficulty in finding affordable land to 

lease 

Local livestock market No comparable replacement for tobacco as 

the primary cash crop 

County support for farmland 

preservation 

High land values 

Agencies work well together Long distance to many markets 

Increased awareness of farmland 

preservation 

Some of best farmland is in growth zones, 

especially Salem Fork, White Plains/Beulah 
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Guiding Principles of Farmland Preservation 
 

1. Integrate economic development with farmland 

preservation. Keeping farms viable is as important as protecting 

the resource base essential for farming and it is more cost efficient. 

2. Target agricultural and farmland preservation initiatives 

toward blocks of viable farmland. 

3. Educate consumers and elected officials on the relationship 

between a healthy local agricultural economy and the public benefits 

working farmland provides. 

4. Acknowledge farmers for the benefits their stewardship of the 

land provides the non-farm public.  

5. Consider the long-term cost effectiveness of incentive 

programs that compensate farmers for not developing their land. 

By combining tax, spending, and regulatory programs, local 

communities can strongly support agriculture and meet budgetary 

needs. 

6. Develop land use policies and zoning ordinances that work for 

agriculture.  

7. Encourage inter-municipal cooperation. Since farming spans 

town and county borders, farmland preservation requires 

cooperation among levels of government. Efforts to promote 

development in one town can derail farmland preservation efforts in 

the surrounding areas. 

8. Reach out to non-farmers through farmers markets, farm events, 

and workshops. Unite the farmland preservation interests of farm 

and non-farm community members by protecting farmland that 

provides scenic views, includes important water resources, or 

preserves historic landscapes. 

9. Promote thoughtful land use planning to prevent conflicts 

between farmers and neighbors by managing residential growth in 

farming communities and buffering farms from neighboring large-

scale residential developments. 
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F. Summary of Recommendations 

This section outlines recommendations for protecting the land resources of Surry County 

vital to agriculture as well as ways to protect and enhance the local agricultural economy. 

Recommendations include steering growth away from the most important active farming 

communities, supporting policies that encourage agricultural activities, educating the farming 

and non-farming public about the importance of agriculture, and encouraging opportunities 

for new farmers. The long-term viability of agriculture in Surry County depends on 

keeping productive soils in agricultural use, making farming more profitable and 

producing new farmers and farm operations. A more detailed listing of recommendations 

is in Chapter 4 along with an action plan for implementation. 

 

A. Public Policy and Planning  

Work to ensure land use planning programs and policies work for agriculture, protect 

critical resources, and mitigate negative impacts. 

1. Formally adopt this Farmland Preservation Plan as County Policy and officially 

include it as part of the Surry County Land Use Plan. 

2. Update the Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) ordinance to include Enhanced 

Voluntary Agricultural Districts (EVAD). 

3. Mitigate the potential for conflicting land uses and nuisance suits by educating the 

public and realtors about farming. 

4. Update zoning ordinance as necessary to ensure regulations provide sufficient 

flexibility for agricultural operations. 

5. Work with municipalities to integrate agriculture into land use decisions, particularly 

in Priority Agricultural Areas. 

6. Expand Surry County’s Farmland Preservation Program that focuses on education 

(farmers, general public, schools) to include acquisition of agricultural agreements. 

7. Incorporate agriculture into infrastructure planning by informing the Soil and Water 

Conservation District, Cooperative Extension, and the Voluntary Agricultural District 

Board of infrastructure projects affecting agricultural enterprises. 

8. Develop small area plans for areas with high growth potential and active agricultural 

operations, especially Interstate interchanges, to acknowledge and protect significant 

agricultural resources while providing opportunities for growth. 
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B. Agricultural Development and Marketing 

Promote agriculture as a viable part of Surry County’s economy and support the 

establishment of additional markets for local products. 

1. Improve regional branding of Surry County products through Pilot Mountain Pride. 

2. Expand opportunities to publicize “Food with a Story.” 

3. Expand food processing capacity at Pilot Mountain Pride with flash freeze facility 

(funding approved October 2011). 

4. Establish a county “Value-added Processing Center.” 

5. Support efforts to establish an additional regional meat processing facility with 

greater capacity. (A group in southwest Virginia is doing a feasibility study to put in a 

USDA meat processing facility somewhere between Hillsville and Wytheville to sell 

meat across the state line and will include chicken, goat, sheep, pigs and beef. 

Currently, the only nearby facility is in Walnut Cove and is an NCDA facility, which 

can only sell within North Carolina, and processes only hogs and beef). 

C. Education and Training 

Foster greater appreciation for agriculture among residents and government officials, and 

help educate farmers about options to improve operations or protect their resources 

through education and outreach efforts. 

1. Re-establish an Agribusiness Program at Surry Community College. 

2. Continue to publicize land conservation strategies with farmers, including VADs, 

EVADs, and conservation agreements. 

3. Establish a farm incubator to train young farmers and demonstrate forestry and farm 

techniques at Mitchell River property owned by NC State University. 

4. Educate farmers and rural land owners about opportunities to qualify under the 

Present Use Value and the Wildlife Conservation Land tax relief programs. 

5. Expand agricultural education in schools and develop an agricultural Youth 

Leadership Program. 

6. Promote the understanding and appreciation of agriculture to the public by working 

with the Surry County Department of Tourism and Development Marketing, the 

Economic Development Partnership, and the Tourism and Development Authority. 

7. Continue the education of county and municipal officials and planning board 

members on farming issues. 

8. Update the Cooperative Extension’s existing New Farmers Guide. 

9. Continue to educate farmers on crop diversification, rotational grazing, agritourism 

and other farming opportunities. 

10. Provide farmers with information on business planning, direct marketing, and 

financing assistance. 
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11. Continue to connect agriculture with schools through Pilot Mountain Pride and 

Cooperative Extension. 

12. Work with farmers who will lose tobacco buyout funds by 2014 to help transition to 

alternative agricultural activity. 

13. Continue to share materials about farm transition planning to aging farmers. 

 

D. Financing 

 

Improve access to financing and capital. 

1. Publicize Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan programs. 

2. Develop additional ways to expand opportunities for financing new agricultural 

operations or expansion of existing operations. 

3. Publicize Young and Beginning Farmer Programs available through FSA. 
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CHAPTER 2 
 

The State of Agriculture in Surry County 
 

 

Agriculture has always been a part of Surry County’s history and continues to be one of the 

county’s top economic sectors. Over time, agriculture in Surry County has responded to 

changes in technology, demand and climate, and today remains a diverse combination of row 

crops, pasture, livestock, and specialty crops. With its good soils, gentle slopes, and plentiful 

supply of water, Surry County has the natural resources to remain a top economic producer in 

North Carolina. 

Approximately one third of Surry County’s land (almost 130,000 acres) is dedicated to 

agricultural production on approximately 1,258 farms.
17

 Agriculture employs 18.7 percent of 

Surry County’s population.
18

 The largest agricultural sectors in the county are traditional 

farm crops and livestock. There has historically been little value-added production, although 

in recent years, examples include wine and specialty crops. Agriculture, however, includes 

much more than farming alone in that a substantial number of non-agricultural businesses 

supply the needs of farmers. These include processors, vehicle and equipment dealers and 

other enterprises. 

Traditionally agriculture in Surry County ranks high among North Carolina counties (2010 

data):  

 1
st
 for grapes and burley tobacco; 

 2
nd

 for barley;  

 6
th

 for hay 

 12
th

 for cattle;  

 10
th

 for all chicken production 

 15
th

 for broilers  

 21
st
 for overall farm income, and 

 22
nd

 for flue-cured tobacco. 

In the past, tobacco has been the primary cash crop for Surry County farmers. Surry County 

has gone from 5,240 acres under tobacco production in 1989, down to 3,325 acres in 2007, 

generating $9.6 million (ranking 17
th

 in North Carolina).
19

 Decreases in market demand, 

fewer contracts, and an increase in international production all account for the decline in 

tobacco production in North Carolina. The federal tobacco buyout program continues to 

make payments to qualifying farmers, but by 2014, these payments will cease, 

significantly affecting income for many Surry County families.
20
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At the edge of one of North Carolina’s most populous regions, Surry County will likely 

absorb significantly more people in the future as North Carolina’s population is expected to 

grow by 4 million people by 2030.
21

  

 

 

A. Overall Land Use and Character of the County 
 

Being located about 45 minutes from Winston-Salem and just a little over an hour from 

Charlotte and Greensboro, Surry County is on the edge of one of the fastest growing 

metropolitan areas of the East Coast, offering its residents access to the amenities and 

attractions of urban areas, while retaining its rural character and charm. It also lies at the foot 

of the Blue Ridge Mountains, providing the county with many rivers and streams supplying 

clean water for both drinking and recreation.  

One of these rivers, the Mitchell, is designated as Outstanding Resource Waters.
22

 This 

classification by the Division of Water Quality is intended to protect unique and special 

waters having excellent water quality and have exceptional state or national ecological or 

recreational significance, such as provide outstanding fish habitat or fisheries; provide 

unusually high level of water-based recreation; be a special designation, such as North 

Carolina or National Wild/Scenic/Natural/Recreational River, National Wildlife Refuge, etc.; 

be an important component of a state or national park or forest; or be of special ecological 

significance.
23

  

Of Surry County’s 537 square miles, 85 percent of the county lies in the Piedmont Plateau, 

and 15 percent lies in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
24

 Surry County is a popular destination due 

to its outstanding recreation areas, rivers, gamelands, parkways, byways and agritourism 

industry. Over one- third of the land area is in farm and pasture use (almost 130,000 acres). 

Surry County also enjoys a very strategic location for distribution of produce and other 

manufactured goods. At the center of the East Coast, it is halfway between New York and 

Miami. With two major interstates that intersect in the county (I-77 and I-74) and three other 

major interstates that are within a one-hour drive (I-40, I-85 and I-81), produce and other 

goods can be distributed by truck to over half the US population in one day or less.
 25
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B. Agriculture Statistics 
 

The following statistics represent an overview and inventory of the agricultural sector of the 

county in 2010:
26 (unless otherwise noted) 

 

o Total land in county: 343,680 acres
27

 

o Total land in farms (agriculture, horticulture and silviculture):  129,840 acres
28

 

o Percentage of Surry County land in farm land: 37.8 percent 

o Number of farms:  1,258 

o Average farm size:  106 acres
29

 

o Average age of farmers:  55.6 years of age 

o Cash Receipts
30

: 

 Poultry and egg production:  $125,868,750 

 Livestock: $47,610,200 (up $6,259,950) 

 Field Crops:  $34,393,000 (up $7 million) 

 Tobacco (as subset of field crops): $16,137,250 

 Forest and Horticulture Products: $13,288,382 (up $4 million) 

 Government Payments:  $7,486,798 

 Total Cash Receipts from Agriculture:  $221,253,832  



 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 20 

 

1. Farm Types and Trends in Farm Acres/Sizes 

Surry County agriculture is diverse, and includes many different types of crops, including 

wheat and soybeans, livestock and specialty crops, with cattle and row crops accounting for 

the primary farm types. 

 

 

 

  

 

Although farmland losses in recent years in Surry County have not been as great as some 

more urban North Carolina counties, statistics show a decrease of approximately 7,000 acres 

or six percent since 1992 with fluctuations over the years (Figure 2.2). 

  

 

Livestock 
59% 

Field Crops 
37% 

Horticulture/Forest
ry 

4% 

Figure 2.1  Farm Types in Surry County 

2007 US Census of Agriculture 
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During this same time period, the 

number of farms has remained fairly 

stable, with a slight decrease from 1269 

to 1258, a loss of less than one percent 

(Figure 2.3). The average acreage of a 

farm has only decreased by five acres, 

from 96 to 91 acres, also by less than 

one percent (Figure 2.4). The county 

has almost 1,400 participants in the 

Present Use Value Program  (Figure 

2.5), which indicates the strength of 

agriculture county-wide. 

105000
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Figure 2.2  Total Farmland Acres in Surry County 

1992-2007 US Census of Agriculture 
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Figure 2.3  Number of Farms in Surry County 

1992-2007 US Census of Agriculture 

Figure 2.4  Average Acreage of a Farm in Surry County 

1992-2007 US Census of Agriculture 
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Figure 2.5  Land in Present Use Value 
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2. Trends in Farm Operators 

 

Surry County has primarily always been farmed by families, with no large corporate farms 

present. The number of people who farm full-time (as primary occupation) has declined by 14.56 

percent since 1992, and many farm families now depend greatly on off-farm employment, 

presumably to offset the low profitability of agriculture. The average age of a farmer continues to 

increase, from 52.8 in 1992 to 55.6 in 2007.   

Many farmers who responded to the survey
31

 as part of the process of developing this plan 

indicated that there is no next generation to take over farming activities when they retire. This 

indicates that a large transition will take place over the next 20 years, and with fewer younger 

farmers available to take over production on these farms, many may fall out of production and be 

divided up and sold through estate settlement processes. Additionally, generations of farming 

expertise may be lost, an invaluable asset to the local agricultural economy. 

 

Table 2.1  Average Age of Farmers 

  1992 1997 2002 2007 

Average age of farmer 52.8 54.1 54.4 55.6 

Number of operators by age group:         

Under 25 years 17 17 2 8 

25-34 years 130 100 78 58 

35-44 256 225 250 213 

45-54 years 281 262 336 329 

55-59 years 140 147 148 178 

60-64 years 140 147 127 117 

65-69 years 123 104 131 141 

70+ years 182 192 193 214 
     

 

Approximately 34 farms in Surry County have been 
designated by the State as Century Farms, meaning that 

these farms have been kept in the same family for at least 
100 years. 
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The number of farms with male managers has declined slightly, by 7.14 percent, along with the 

number of acres they manage by 8.04 percent; while the number of farms with female managers 

has risen significantly, by 79.35 percent and the number of acres managed by females has risen 

31.77 percent. Agriculture is the primary occupation for less than 42 percent of Surry County 

farmers.
32

 In recent years, as a result of market factors, and in order to maintain their standard of 

living, farming families have had to grow more on more acres, creating more demand for leased 

acres, resulting in higher rent prices. 
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Figure 2.6  Farm Managers by Gender 

1992-2007 US Census of Agriculture 

The future of farming in Surry County depends on preparing 

a new generation of trained farmers, through education, 

hands-on training, and creative financing to overcome start-

up costs. Successful farmers can pass their knowledge onto 

the next generation, and public agencies can provide 

assistance and training. 
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C. Economic Impact of Agriculture 

Agriculture is an important part of Surry County’s economy. In recent years it has been the 

fastest growing employment sector, probably due to declines in textiles and manufacturing.
33

    

In 1990, total cash receipts from Surry County farms were $78 million, and this number 

increased to more than $221 million by 2010. Since the tobacco buyout began in 2004, the 

largest source of farm income has been poultry, accounting for about 57 percent of total farm 

income in 2010.
34

  Wayne Farms, LLC is the fifth largest employer in the county, accounting for 

700-1000 jobs.
35

 

1. Traditional Agricultural Sector 

The traditional agricultural sector includes row crops, livestock and hay production. In the past 

twenty years, the total cash receipts from livestock have risen significantly, while returns from 

crops have decreased (Figure 2.7). This reflects a general trend of higher returns from livestock 

(cattle markets have been running high in recent years) as well as a shift from row crops to 

livestock, possibly as farmers have aged and are cutting back, or as a replacement for tobacco. 

There is an increase in hobby farms which often include a few cows and may also account for 

this trend. 

Due to the increase of farm inputs and fluctuating market forces, the profitability of farming has 

declined. As Figure 2.8 shows, although net cash returns have generally increased since 1987, 

the rate of increase in farm expenses far outpaces that of net cash returns. 
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a. Livestock 

Surry County has always had a strong livestock sector, and today cattle and chickens are 

the largest producers of income, with chickens accounting for the highest market share. 

Horses have fluctuated over the years. There are a few farms with goats, only a few hog 

producers, and a couple of dairies. The Mt. Airy Stockyards and poultry integrators, such 

as Wayne Farms and Tyson, drive the market demand for cattle and chickens. 

 

b. Tobacco 

Tobacco has traditionally been Surry County’s primary cash crop, supporting most 

farming families. Fifteen years ago, there was approximately 7,000-8,000 acres of flue-

cured tobacco being grown and now there is approximately 3,000 acres
36

. The 2004 

Federal Tobacco Buyout Program currently pays $8 million per year on approximately 

2,200 contracts in Surry County
37

. When this program ends in 2014, many families will 

suddenly have a significant reduction in income. Many farmers participating in this 

program are the older generation who may decide to retire from farming after 2014. 

 

c. Row Crops 

There are three main types of row crops grown in Surry County: corn; soybeans; and 

small grains, including barley and wheat. Due to strong markets, barley production has 

grown significantly in recent years, making Surry the number one producer in North 

Carolina. Both corn and soybeans are growing in acreage too, generally replacing tobacco 

production. 

 

 

2. Other Agricultural Production 

This category is a small, but growing sector 

and includes nurseries, greenhouses, and 

vegetable crops. Vegetable crops have been 

on the rise in recent years, in part as a 

replacement for tobacco production. With 

Pilot Mountain Pride, farmers have a more 

local, wholesale market for their 

vegetables. Surry County is a major 

producer of nursery products, especially in 

the Beulah and Low Gap areas, with as 

much as 1,000 acres under cultivation. The 

major producer is L&H Enterprises, a 
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family-owned operation since 1974 which produces boxwoods, nursery trees and Christmas 

greenery. Most of these products are sold out-of-state.

3. Vineyards and Agritourism 

Surry County’s mild winters and moderate summers began attracting the development of 

vineyards in the 1990s, and now there are approximately 13 active vineyards in the county, 

including Shelton Vineyards, the largest family-owned vineyard in North Carolina. Vineyards 

have increased local tourism, but due to the current economy, the vineyard sector has been 

relatively static in recent years.  

Surry Community College has one of only two two-year degree viticulture programs east of the 

Mississippi River, and has an on-campus vineyard. In 2003, the Yadkin Valley Viticulture Area 

was designated, the first of its kind in North Carolina, giving this industry a boost. 

Other opportunities to expand agritourism include pick-your-own farms and farm Bed and 

Breakfasts (B&Bs). Horne Creek Living Historic Farm (a North Carolina Historic Site) in 

Pinnacle allows visitors to experience farm life in North Carolina's northwestern Piedmont circa 

1900. In addition, Pilot Mountain State Park attracts more than 400,000 visitors every year. 

There are a number of rural B&Bs in operation, especially in the Pilot Mountain area.   
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Pilot Mountain Pride (PMP) was established in 2010 as a regional aggregation center for small and 

medium farmers, providing access to retail, institutional, and service markets to which they would 

otherwise not have access. 
 

With funding from the Golden Leaf Foundation and Surry County, PMP renovated the old Amos 

and Smith Hosiery Mill building at 612 East Main Street in Pilot Mountain, creating a 16,000 

square foot facility to receive, process, and distribute area produce. 

PMP was established with the following goals: 
 

To increase sales and economic opportunity for area growers of vegetable crops; 

To provide farmers with training and education in post-harvest handling, including 

grading, packaging and distribution, while increasing the long-term viability of family 

farms; and 

To raise awareness of local foods and increase market share of locally grown goods in the 

region. 
 

The first year, PMP expected to process $30,000 worth of produce, but actually processed more 

than $300,000, far exceeding their expectations. PMP continues to expand, with 96 participating 

growers in 2011, up from 52 in 2010. All growers must be within a 50-mile radius of PMP and 

must attend Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) training for food safety purposes. PMP charges a 

20 percent fee, as opposed to the 40-50 percent other brokers often charge for vegetable crops, 

and PMP pays growers every other Friday in addition to providing packaging. Many growers are 

former tobacco farmers converting to other crops and younger farmers wanting to get into 

farming. With the Pilot Center of Surry Community College located next door, PMP plans to offer 

video-based continuing education classes for growers through NCSU and Virginia Tech, in addition 

to programs with Cooperative Extension and the Surry County Soil and Water District. 
 

PMP continues to face challenges, primarily due to the demand for produce of consistent quality 

by retail markets. PMP is working with growers to raise awareness of quality standards and 

harvest timing. 
 

Recent contracts include The Fresh Market, Wake Forest University, Surry and Stokes County 

School Systems, Lowes Foods, Appalachian State University, and Hugh Chatham Memorial 

Hospital in Elkin. 
 

As Surry County expands fruit and vegetable production, growers are learning how to extend the 

growing season, allowing certain crops not traditionally grown in the Surry County climate to do 

well, such as broccoli. According to Bill Imus, Former Director of PMP and also a former 

restaurant chef, vegetables grown in Surry County have a sweeter taste than crops grown further 

south. For these reasons and the increased demand for local foods, there are significant growth 

possibilities for PMP, especially with efforts to brand Surry County food and develop niche 

markets. 
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4. Processing Facilities 

The primary agricultural processing facility 

in Surry County is Wayne Farms, LLC in 

Dobson. Originally started in 1957 by a 

local businessman, and purchased by 

Wayne Farms in 1980, the fresh poultry 

processing plant has grown into a 700-1,000 

employee operation, drawing employees 

from Surry and surrounding counties. As of 

2008, the plant employed 892 people.
38

 

Pilot Mountain Pride was established in 

2010 to help local growers market their 

vegetables and fruits.  

 

5. Markets 

Surry County farmers have traditionally relied 

on regional wholesale markets for their 

commodity products. These markets include the 

Mt. Airy Livestock Auction, Kernersville 

tobacco auction, Booneville grain market, 

Raleigh soybean market, and Wayne Farms. 

With Pilot Mountain Pride, vegetable producers 

now have a more local market that offers a 

better return on their product

 

6. Commercial Forestry  

With a full range of hardwoods and softwoods available for harvesting, timber is a significant 

component of Surry County’s agricultural industry. There are four mills in Surry County, which 

draw in timber from within Surry County as well as outside the county. Surry County ranks 

43
rd

 in North Carolina for timber production. In 2009, $7 million of timber was harvested 

in Surry County with a payroll impact of $3 million.
39

 There are currently 194,000 acres in 

timberland which represents a little less than 60 percent of the total county area.
40

 Virtually all of 

this timberland is in private, individual ownership, with only about 3,600 acres under State 

government ownership (Pilot Mountain State Park).   

  

Farmers may benefit from 

diversifying their operations 

by switching from one main 

crop to smaller amounts of 

multiple crops, considering 

innovative forms of 

agriculture and opportunities 

for value-added products. 
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Further, forests provide important wildlife habitat for tourism, hunting, and fishing, which are 

significant economic generators in Surry County and across North Carolina.  

Insects have so far not significantly damaged forest resources. However, a widespread 

population of the gypsy moth is expected in about 10-12 years, requiring more control methods. 

The Southern Pine Beetle and the Ips Pine Beetle at this time are only causing minor damage on 

isolated stands of stressed trees. 

Timber production will continue to be a stable industry and an important economic generator in 

Surry County.
41

 In the past 10 years, landowners have increasingly recognized the value of 

timber management as an additional source of income. Therefore, additional educational efforts 

to inform farmers and landowners about appropriate management methods would help 

strengthen this industry.

 

 
D. Agricultural Resources 
 

Surry County is rich in agricultural resources, with abundant prime soils, plentiful water, gentle 

slopes and a favorable climate. Surry County receives an average of 45.64 inches of rain 

annually, with 62 percent falling within the growing season of April through October.
42

 

 

1. Soils 
 

About 60,000 acres in the county, or nearly 17 percent of the total acreage, meets the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s soil requirements for prime farmland. The USDA defines prime 

farmland as:  

 

“…land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics 

for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is available for 

these uses. It could be cultivated land, pastureland, forestland, or other land, but 

it is not urban or built-up land or water areas. The soil quality, growing season, 

Name Location 

Weyerhaeuser Elkin 

Pine Log Elkin 

Miller Brothers Elkin 

Hull Lumber Mt. Airy 

Table 2.2 Lumber Mills in Surry County 
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and moisture supply are those needed for the soil to economically produce 

sustained high yields of crops when proper management, including water 

management, and acceptable farming methods are applied. In general, prime 

farmland has an adequate and dependable supply of moisture from precipitation 

or irrigation, a favorable temperature and growing season, acceptable acidity or 

alkalinity, an acceptable salt and sodium content, and few or no rocks. The water 

supply is dependable and of adequate quality. Prime farmland is permeable to 

water and air. It is not excessively erodible or saturated with water for long 

periods, and it either is not frequently flooded during the growing season or is 

protected from flooding. Slope ranges mainly from 0 to 6 percent.”
43

 

 

 

Prime soils are located throughout the county. About 15,000 acres of prime farmland in Surry is 

used for crops. The crops grown on this land are mainly tobacco, corn, and soybeans.
44

  Figure 

2.9 illustrates the prime soils in Surry County.
45

  

 

The loss of prime farmland to other uses, such as industrial, commercial or residential 

development, puts pressure on marginal lands, which generally are more erodible, susceptible to 

drought, and less productive and cannot be easily cultivated.  

 

In some areas, land that does not meet the criteria for prime farmland may be considered to be 

“farmland of statewide importance.”  This means it may be suitable for agriculture and includes 

soils that nearly meet the requirements for prime farmland and that can economically produce 

high yields of crops when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods. Some 

areas may produce as high a yield as prime farmland if conditions are favorable.
46

  

 

 

2. Water 
 

With many rivers and streams, Surry County farmers usually have ample supplies of water. All 

of Surry County lies in the Yadkin River watershed, with several major rivers, including the 

Mitchell, Fisher, and Ararat Rivers. Most farmers rely on ponds and river water for irrigation, 

while many are either using wells or moving to wells for cattle. The Surry SWCD has programs 

to assist farmers with conversion to wells for cattle to fence them out of the streams and rivers. 

This practice protects the water quality for the county’s water supply, recreation, and wildlife 

habitat.  

 

 

3. Topography 
 

Most of Surry County has gentle topography, with most slopes ranging from 0-45 percent. This 

topography helps provide ideal conditions for farming. Only 15 percent of Surry County’s land 

base is in the Blue Ridge Mountain area, where steep slopes make large-scale agricultural 

production unfeasible. 
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Figure 2.9  Prime and State Important Farmland Soils 
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Figure 2.10  Location of Water Supply Watersheds 



 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 35 

 

Figure 2.11  Agricultural Priority Areas 
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E. Agricultural Priority Areas  

While much of Surry County is in agriculture, there are three areas that have been identified by 

county officials as being Agricultural Priority Areas, based on farming activity and trends in each 

area. These areas are identified to encourage special attention for farmland preservation strategies. 

 

1. Salem Fork/White Plains/Beulah – “Interstates District” (includes 

Zephyr Road Corridor in Dobson) 
 

The Salem Fork/White Plains/Beulah Agricultural Priority Area is the largest in Surry County 

and includes the area west of Mt. Airy and Dobson, and stretches over towards Beulah and Low 

Gap. This area is some of the most productive and active farmland in the county. With Interstates 

77 and 74 and Highway 89, the area is very vulnerable to development pressure, especially 

industrial and commercial growth. Water and sewer lines have already been extended from Mt. 

Airy along Highway 89 and along Zephyr Road from Dobson to I-77, opening up this land for 

development. To help protect this especially productive yet threatened farmland, Surry SWCD 

and the County Extension office plan to initiate an Enhanced Voluntary Agriculture District 

(EVAD) to help ensure its protection.
47

 The Zephyr Road Corridor is also part of the Yadkin 

Valley Scenic Byway, offering a beautiful view for anyone who lives in or visits the county.
48

 
 

2. Mountain Park 

This area consists of an unincorporated community located within the Bryan Township in the 

western part of the county and is centered at the intersection of Mountain Park Road and Zephyr-

Mountain Park Road.
49

  It is also home to the Mitchell River Corridor, designated an 

Outstanding Resource Water that provides important habitat for the rare native brook trout. The 

Surry County SWCD, NRCS and PLC have worked with a number of farmers and landowners in 

this area to help protect the important pristine waters. This Agricultural Priority Area is 

productive in chickens, cattle and tobacco. 

 

3. Shoals 

This area includes Pilot Mountain State Park and is in close proximity to Forsyth County, 

making it is one of the county’s prime spots for residential development. Future development 

patterns in Forsyth County predict continued expansion over the next 20 years north along US 52 

through King and Tobaccoville at a faster growth rate than in other parts of the county.
50

  The 

Shoals area contains productive croplands and pastures for cattle. Water and sewer has been 

extended along Shoals Road, which will increase potential for development. 
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Zephyr Road Corridor 

Zephyr Road connects Dobson to I-77 and is a scenic, winding road that 

provides beautiful views of the rural landscape of one the county’s largest 

agricultural communities, including Surry County’s largest family farm. 

Prominent landmarks in the community include Salem Fork Baptist Church 

and Salem Fork Church of Christ (Disciples of Christ). A commercial area 

at the intersection of Zephyr Road with I-77 already includes a bank and 

hotel with plans for shops to serve increased traffic from tourism to 

nearby Shelton Vineyards. The Town of Dobson has extended water and 

sewer through this area which makes it a more desirable area for 

development. In 2004, the Town of Dobson hosted a charrette to address 

the potential development along this corridor, which identified Zephyr 

Road as one of Dobson’s greatest assets: 

 “We believe that among Dobson’s greatest assets is the entrance to town via 

Zephyr Road. While there may be some who would argue that it needs to be 

widened and/or straightened, we would argue that the very experience of 

driving on that curving road with incredible views serves to create a mindset 

for visitors of a special place. There are few roads left like Zephyr in other 

parts of the state and there are plenty of wide, straight roads. This one is a 

jewel and should be kept in its current form as long as safety is not 

compromised. 

 

“Based on this statement, the following recommendation was issued by the 

charrette participants: “We recommend that you work to protect Zephyr 

Road’s configuration and alignment and protect views from the roads as well. 

We are aware that the town is (planning) to extend water and sewer to Exit 

93 area of I-77…..We are more concerned that the extension of water/sewer 

may also stimulate development along Zephyr Road. We believe that there is 

not sufficient demand for goods and services to support downtown Dobson, 

the interchange, and potential strip development along Zephyr Road. Besides 

wanting to protect the character of the road, if downtown is to have any 

chance to succeed and continue serving as a market center, then 

development along the road needs to be limited.” 

 

Zephyr Road falls within the county’s land use jurisdiction rather than the 

Town of Dobson, so the Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 calls for 

cooperation between the county and town to insure the control of 

development along this scenic agricultural area to no more than is 

currently there. One potential strategy that public officials may 

consider is to develop an overlay district along Zephyr Road 

between Interstate 77 and the Dobson planning area to help 

protect this important agricultural area.  
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F. Population Growth and Development Patterns 

Surry County is a primarily rural county with 78.5 percent of its population of 73,673 living in 

unincorporated areas.
51

 Between 1990 and 2000, Surry County experienced a steady population 

growth of 15.4 percent, which slowed to 3.4 percent between 2000 and 2010. Between 2000 and 

2030, Surry County’s population is expected to grow at a rate of more than 20 percent.
52

 Since 

most of the population lives in unincorporated areas, a large portion of this growth will most 

likely occur in the more rural areas.
53

 

 

Under the Surry County Land Use Plan 2015, land in Surry County is designated into six 

categories of land use:
54

  

 Urban and Suburban Areas — Lands where a variety of land uses exist with a 

population density that is moderate to high and the necessary public services have already 

been put into place. These areas primarily encompass the planning jurisdictions of the 

four municipalities. 

 

 Rural Growth Areas — Lands where local government plans to accommodate medium 

density development during the following fifteen-year planning period with the necessary 

public services. These areas will have the highest concentration of development in the 

county’s planning jurisdiction. 

 

 Community Activity Centers — Small areas where non-residential development may 

occur to provide services to the surrounding rural or rural growth areas. These areas 

generally do not have access to public services and are located in established 

communities. 

 

 Historic Areas — Historic development patterns are evident in these nodes and have 

been preserved to some extent. These areas provide locations for mixed-use type 

development that is consistent with the patterns of development indigenous to these 

areas. 

 

 Rural Areas — Based on the natural resources potential of these areas, these highest use 

for these lands is for agriculture, low-density residential, forestry, mining, water supply, 

etc. This also includes lands where future needs are not currently defined. 

 

 Rural Conservation Areas — Due to their scenic, pristine, fragile, or hazardous 

attributes these lands are considered necessary to maintain a healthy, natural environment 

and to provide for the public health, safety, and welfare. 
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Figure 2.12  Future Land Use Map 
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According to the Plan, Rural Growth Areas have 

the highest concentration of projected population 

growth. In recent years, most residential 

development has occurred in the Mt. Airy, Pilot, 

Shoals, and South Westfield townships. Growth 

in these townships is attributed to growth from 

Mount Airy and Winston-Salem. The greatest 

land use pressure has been in the Shoals and Pilot 

Mountain Townships (due to proximity to Pilot 

Mountain State Park), and the northern portion of 

Franklin Township (due to proximity to the Blue 

Ridge Parkway). Most new subdivisions are 

scattered in Rural Growth Areas of these townships. Most of the western, northwestern, and 

southern quadrants remain rural with little growth pressure.  

Public water has been extended into the Toast, White Plains, and Park Drive communities 

outside of Mt. Airy, and along Shoals Road outside of Pilot Mountain, opening up these areas for 

increased development. 

The Salem Fork area has some of the most expensive land in the county, with land values often 

reaching around $10,000 per acre, but it is difficult to find land in this area for sale. This area has 

always been well-managed for agriculture, and farmers in this area have traditionally worked 

with the Surry SWCD to insure the land stays viable. For most of the county, land values average 

around $5,500 to $6,000 per acre.
55

 

Surry County agricultural agencies should work with the County Planning Department to 

develop small area plans for I-77 interchanges that allow for improved transportation 

infrastructure, such as turn lanes, while protecting significant agricultural lands. Industrial 

development is currently recommended for the west side of the I-77 interchange for Dobson, 

some of which is active agricultural land. 

 

G. Strengths/Opportunities/Challenges 

Agriculture in Surry County faces many challenges in the future, some similar to other rural 

North Carolina Counties and others unique to Surry. At the same time, there are many unique 

strengths and opportunities to protect and enhance agriculture in the county. These are 

summarized below and represent citizen comments from surveys completed by farmers, two 

public meetings, and additional meetings with county officials. Some are highlighted in Table 

2.3 for more discussion.  

The Surry County Land 

Use Plan 2015 

recommends that Rural 

Growth Areas should not 

include productive and 

unique agricultural or 

forest lands. 
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Table 2.3  Surry County Agriculture Strengths/Opportunities and Challenges 

Strengths/Opportunities Challenges 

 High quality land 

 Geographic location – close to population 

centers and other states, especially for 

specialty crops like lavender and shitake 

mushrooms 

 Good transportation routes 

 Plentiful water  

 Good farm economy 

 Politics favorable to farming 

 Good livestock market in Mt. Airy 

 Good fertilizer dealers 

 Opportunities for smaller farms through 

Pilot Mountain Pride – has been a success 

(96 participating growers in 2011) 

 Large poultry industry 

 Potential for branding Surry County 

products 

 Scenic benefit of Surry County farmland 

 Agritourism – people want to come out to 

rural lands for experiences – increased 

opportunities to market the land 

 Wine industry brings tourism, new 

producers 

 Property values are steadily increasing 

 Comprehensive land use planning at county 

level  

 Regional planning – Yadkin Valley 

Heritage Corridor greenway planning 

 USDA’s Conservation Reserve 

Enhancement Program (CREP) buffer 

program along creeks 

 Hunting opportunities 

 

 Aging population of farmers 

 Few of the next generation can afford to farm 

(farmland and equipment are extremely 

expensive) 

 Few new people coming into farming 

 Younger generation not as connected to the 

land, prefer higher income producing uses of 

land (i.e., development) 

 High cost of starting a farming operation 

 Difficult to get financing for new and existing 

farmers (FSA funding for loans decreasing) 

 High land values, making it difficult for new 

farmers to purchase farmland 

 Limited land availability for renting land 

 Cost of operation – equipment, fuel, inputs 

 Farmland conversion to low density residential 

use  

 Nuisance complaints from people moving in 

closer to farms 

 Difficult to find quality labor 

 Surry Community College no longer offers 

Agricultural Business program 

 Educational system can do more to promote 

farming and awareness of farms 

 Regulatory compliance 

 Lack of livestock processing facility (closest 

one is in Walnut Cove, Stokes County) 

 Lack of local markets for some crops 

 Greatly reduced federal funding for agricultural 

support programs 

 Volatile commodity prices 

 Liability insurance for agritourism activities 



 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 42 

 

 

The primary challenges are: 

1. Lower Profitability of Farming  

Low and fluctuating commodity prices, coupled with rising costs of production, have resulted in 

low profitability and inadequate farm income for farmers across North Carolina. This affects the 

farmer’s cash flow, receivables, return on investment, and incentive and ability to invest in 

continued operations, thus making the farmer’s hold on his or her business untenable. In Surry 

County, farmers have identified low prices as well as the high costs of taxes, labor, regulatory 

compliance requirements, and fuel and fertilizer expenses as factors affecting their bottom line. 

2. Aging Farm Operators 
 

As farmers age in Surry County and with fewer young people going into farming, a large 

transition will take place over the next 20 years. Many farms may fall out of production and be 

divided up and sold through estate settlement processes. Additionally, generations of farming 

expertise may be lost, an invaluable asset to the local agricultural economy.

3. Rising Property Values and Taxes 

Increasing land prices restrict a farmer’s ability 

to purchase more land on which to operate, thus 

restricting flexibility to change his or her 

agricultural operation or otherwise produce more 

to increase farm income. The land leasing market 

in Surry County is especially tight for farmers 

seeking more land to rent because land is either 

unavailable or too expensive. 

 

4. Conflicts with Non-farmer Neighbors 

There are more incidences of conflicts with non-farming neighbors as more people move into 

rural areas. New neighbors find themselves faced with the realities of agricultural production 

processes:  dust, livestock odors, noise from machinery, slow-moving farm equipment on 

roadways, etc. Complaints create a hostile operating environment, can end up in costly litigation,

and, at worst, can result in curtailing a farmer’s ability to operate his or her farm. 
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Surry County has four municipal areas: Dobson, Elkin, Mount 

Airy, and Pilot Mountain. Each area has its own distinct 
characteristics and relationship to agriculture and tourism in 

the county. 
 

Dobson 

The Town of Dobson sits at the heart of the county with beautiful views of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains. It is the center of government, education and commerce for much 

of the Yadkin Valley region and is easily accessible to I-77 and I-74, making 

Charlotte and Winston-Salem an easy drive. Dobson is the County Seat, making it 

Surry County’s judicial and legal center. 
 

The town is also surrounded by productive farms. For generations, farmers in this 

area have raised livestock, poultry, Burley tobacco and grain crops. Just outside of 

the center of town, Wayne Farms, a poultry processing facility, is the third largest 

employer in the county and is one of the largest poultry processors in the United 

States. Wayne Farms employs nearly 1,000 workers at its Dobson plant, many of 

whom commute from surrounding counties in both North Carolina and Virginia. 

Dobson has also been dubbed the unofficial capital of North Carolina’s wine industry, 

making it an important part of the Yadkin Valley’s growing agritourism industry. 

 

Elkin 

With important transportation links of the Yadkin Valley Railroad running parallel to 

the Yadkin River and I-77 running through the eastern part of town, Elkin became a 

hub for manufacturing. Even though the manufacturing industry is not as prevalent 

in the county as it once was, Elkin’s economy includes a vibrant, growing tourism 

sector. Historic downtown Elkin features attractive shop fronts and businesses that 

are easily accessible in a pedestrian-friendly setting. Within 20 minutes from town, 

there are more than 30 wineries that offer tours and tastings that have become an 

important part of the growing agritourism industry in the county. 

 

City of Mount Airy 

Mount Airy is the largest of the four municipalities with easy access to I-77, I-74, 

U.S. 52, U.S. 601 and the Blue Ridge Parkway. It contains a massive granite quarry 

that helped contribute to its economic roots. The Ararat River was an important 

factor in making this area one of the country’s leading textile economies. It also has 

a musical heritage and was the inspiration for the Andy Griffith’s Show “Town of 

Mayberry,” making it another important part of the county’s tourism industry. 

 

Town of Pilot Mountain 

The most notable landmark for this part of the county is the unforgettable rock 

formation, Pilot Mountain, which Native Americans and early European settlers used 

to navigate and today brings in nearly half a million tourists each year. Beginning in 

the 1880s, Pilot Mountain became known for its textile and furniture production, but 

today is more known for its small businesses as well as being a regional 

marketplace for locally grown produce through Pilot Mountain Pride, operating in a 

renovated apparel mill in the heart of town. This partnership is a group of small 

farmers and semi-professional growers who pool their produce and connect to 

grocery retailers and restaurateurs that want to use and sell locally produced food. 

Growers are trained in Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) to assure that products are 

safe, efficient and environmentally sustainable. 
 

 

Source: Surry County Economic Development partnership, Inc.–https://www.surryedp.com) 
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CHAPTER 3 
 

Farmland Preservation Tools 
 

There are a number of tools and policies that encourage preservation of agricultural resources. 

These tools include a variety of voluntary policies and programs, such as tax policies, and land 

use planning policies and programs. An effective farmland preservation program must include a 

wide variety of programs and strategies. Surry County already has several of these programs and 

policies in place, and should consider additional tools to strengthen efforts. Public and private 

sector collaboration can help Surry County achieve farmland preservation goals and ensure a 

healthy future for agriculture.  

A. Tax Policies 

Tax policies help ease the tax burden 

on farmers and, at the same time, can 

help make farming more affordable as 

well as help create capital for 

investment in farm operations that 

otherwise would not be available. 

 

1. Present Use Value Tax 

Program (PUV) 

The Present Use Value (PUV) 

program,
56

 administered by the county 

tax assessor, allows for qualifying 

property to be assessed, for property tax 

purposes, based on its use as 

agricultural, horticultural, or forest 

land. Qualifying property is assessed at 

its present-use value rather than its 

potential commercial, residential or 

industrial development value, and therefore, property taxes are reduced for the landowner. A 

working farm must earn $1,000 in gross sales annually to qualify for this differential assessment. 

Tax Policies 

Present Use Value Program (PUV) 

Wildlife Conservation Land Program 

Sales Tax Exemption 

Income Tax Incentives 

Land Use Policies 

Voluntary Agricultural District/ Enhanced Voluntary 

Agricultural District 

Agricultural Conservation Agreements 

Farm Friendly Land Use Planning 

Agricultural Economic Development 

Farm Transition Planning 

      Table 3.1 
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The tax office also maintains a market value for the land, and the difference between the market 

value and the present-use value is maintained in the tax record as deferred taxes. When land 

becomes disqualified from the program, i.e., is no longer in agricultural, horticultural or forestry 

production or becomes otherwise disqualified, three previous years of deferred taxes, including 

interest, become payable and due (frequently referred to as “rollback” taxes).  

Benefits:  This program is a very important tool for farmers and landowners to keep valuable 

land in production. Lower property taxes keep farming more affordable. In particular, 

landowners can continue to lease land to farmers at an affordable rate since taxes are reduced. In 

addition, lower land values make the purchase of farmland more affordable for the next 

generation when the original farmer retires or sells. Lower property values can also help lower 

estate taxes, which force some families to sell farmland for development. As mentioned earlier, 

farmers report that one of their greatest challenges is a lack of available land to affordably lease 

or buy for agriculture. The PUV program helps address this challenge.  

 

Recommendation: Additional resources are needed to educate property 

heirs and forest landowners about the opportunity to qualify. 

2. Wildlife Conservation Land Program 

 

The Wildlife Conservation Land Program (WCLP) is a new State program that allows 

landowners who have owned their property for at least five years and want to manage for 

protected wildlife species or priority wildlife habitats to apply for a reduced property tax 

assessment. Only land with protected wildlife species or priority habitats will qualify. 

 

The WCLP is similar to the PUV program in that landowners must still apply to their county tax 

office for a property tax deferment, but the WCLP is a completely separate program and is not 

part of PUV; however, wildlife conservation land must be appraised and assessed as if it were 

classified under PUV as agricultural land.  

 

Benefits: This program may enable farmers to place additional lands not cultivated into Use 

Value, providing additional tax relief.  

 

Recommendation: Need to educate landowners about opportunities to 

qualify for this program. 
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3. Sales Tax Incentives 

Farmers (commercial loggers included) are exempt from sales tax on certain items that are used 

to support farming operations. Farm and logging machinery, containers, tobacco-drying 

equipment, grain-storage facilities, fuel, potting soil, feed, seed and fertilizer are completely 

exempt from state and local sales taxes. Those applying for an exemption must obtain an 

exemption number and forms from the NC Department of Revenue.
57

 This is a critical policy for 

farmers given the high cost of farm machinery and other inputs.

 

4. Income Tax Incentives 

Farmers use IRS schedule F to report agricultural income. Significant savings are available with 

a thorough understanding of deductions and depreciation. In addition, federal income tax credits 

are available for up to 20 percent of the cost of rehabilitation of historic farm buildings which are 

part of a Historic District or listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Donated 

conservation agreements also offer significant federal and state income tax deductions and 

credits.

B. Land Use Policies 

1. Voluntary Agricultural Districts (VAD) 

In 2005, Surry County passed an ordinance to establish Voluntary Agricultural Districts 

(VAD),
58

 a North Carolina program that allows counties to form areas where commercial 

agriculture is encouraged and protected from non-farm development. VADs provide a number of 

benefits to farmers willing to restrict non-agricultural development for a period of 10 years.  

 

In addition, VADs raise public awareness about agriculture, support the continued viability of 

local agriculture and help the government identify active farming communities. Participating 

farms may opt out of the program at any time. 
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The primary benefits to participating farms include: 

 Recognition and public education about agriculture (participating farms are given signs to 

post);  

 Increased protection from nuisance suits (buyers of nearby properties must be notified 

that they are moving into an agricultural area to avoid future nuisance claims); 

 Waiver of water and sewer assessments; 

 Public hearings are required in cases of condemnation of farmland; 

 Representation by an appointed board regarding concerns on threats to the agricultural 

sector; 

 Potential eligibility for farmland preservation funds; 

 VAD Advisory Boards can set up ways to raise money for Farmland Preservation Plans 

and monitoring costs of VADs; 

 If NC Department of Transportation (DOT) is considering a road through a VAD, an 

alternate has to be considered first; and 

 Subdivision plats have to determine how they will affect VADs.
59

 

 

Currently, Surry County has five VAD districts (see Figure 3.1).  

Recommendation: Expanding the VAD program in Surry County can help 

with nuisance problems, one of the primary issues facing agriculture as more 

people move into rural areas. Municipalities can also adopt VAD programs to 

provide additional protection to agricultural operations within municipal 

boundaries. 
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Figure 3.1  Voluntary Agricultural Districts 
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2. Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural Districts (EVAD) 

In 2005, the North Carolina General Assembly passed legislation authorizing a new Enhanced 

Agricultural District (EVAD) option.
60

 The EVAD option created a new tier of benefits for 

landowners willing to waive their right to withdraw from the VAD program at any time. 

Landowners willing to commit to a 10-year agreement to limit non-farm development receive 

additional benefits, including eligibility to receive a higher percentage of cost-share benefits 

from USDA and North Carolina farm programs, (up to 90 percent) and qualification as a bona 

fide farm with up to 25 percent of gross sales from the sale of non-farm products (and therefore 

be exempt from zoning regulations). Authorizing an Enhanced Agricultural District Program will 

strengthen Surry County’s farmland preservation program. As of August 2010, twenty North 

Carolina counties have adopted EVAD ordinances.  

Recommendation: Surry County should adopt the EVAD program as a way 

to strengthen farmland preservation. 

 

 

3. Agricultural Conservation Agreements 

 

Agricultural agreements (also referred to as agricultural easements) are another available tool to 

protect farmland. An agricultural conservation agreement is a written contract between a 

landowner and a qualified conservation organization or public agency which keeps the land 

available for agriculture, while restricting future subdivision, non-farm development and other 

uses that are incompatible with commercial agriculture. Agreements under the program can be 

drafted to offer farmers maximum flexibility to continue to profitably work their land, and 

change their operation as their needs dictate, as long as they meet the requirements of state law 

regarding the purpose of agricultural conservation agreements. Agricultural conservation 

agreements can be permanent or valid for a specified period of time, and are either donated by 

the landowner or purchased by the agency or conservation organization working with the 

landowner (or a combination of both). Agreements are voluntary and tailored to each property 

according to the agricultural resources to be protected and landowner needs. Property under such 

agreements remains private and landowners can continue to farm as they choose. Land can 

change hands, but future owners must abide by the terms of the agreement. Agreements may be 

held by public agencies, such as the Surry SWCD, or a private conservation organization, such as 

the Piedmont Land Conservancy.  
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1. Permanent Conservation Agreements: Agreements are made in perpetuity and are 

recorded with the property deed and will remain valid with future owners. Participating 

landowners are eligible for state tax credits and federal tax deductions. 

2. Term Conservation Agreements:  Also called Agricultural Agreements, these 

agreements are similar to conservation agreements, but apply for a finite period of time 

agreed to by the landowner and conservation partner. Tax benefits are not available for 

term agreements. However, participating landowners may qualify for funding under 

certain state and federal programs. 

 

Recommendation: Surry County should continue to promote permanent 

and term agreements as an important component of its farmland 

preservation program. 

4. Farm-Friendly Land Use Policies 

Municipalities have the authority to use a variety of flexible land use policies that can be tailored 

to provide special protection for productive farmland. Using these types of policies for farmland 

preservation requires municipalities to identify agriculture as a priority and a critical part of its 

future landscape. 

a. Comprehensive Plan 

A comprehensive plan is a useful tool that a community uses to establish goals and identify ways 

to achieve those goals. Surry County adopted a 10-year plan in October 2006 (Land Use Plan 

2015), which serves as a guide for future growth. Under the 2015 plan, Surry County recognizes 

agriculture as an important part of its heritage, local economy, and scenic landscape. The plan 

also identifies specific recommendations for farmland preservation, including conserving to the 

extent possible rural lands with high productive value, working with Piedmont Land 

Conservancy to conserve green space, establishing the Farmland Preservation Program 

(Voluntary Agricultural Districts) , estate planning for long-term maintenance of important 

farms, and encouraging very low density development in most rural areas of the county.  

 

Recommendation: As this plan is being revised, attention should be placed 

on identifying specific areas of agricultural importance for concentrated 

preservation efforts and should include by reference the farmland 

preservation tools and recommendations described herein. Towns in Surry 
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County can adopt comprehensive plans that address farmland preservation 

within their jurisdictions and immediately surrounding areas.  

 

b. Right-to-Farm Laws 

North Carolina has a right-to-farm law
61

 that protects farm and forestry operations from being 

declared a nuisance as long as they have been in operation for at least one year and are operated 

properly and without negligence. Other state protections include the Notice of Proximity 

Provision which is provided as a benefit for participants in a VAD program, and the pre-

litigation mediation of farm nuisance disputes. With state authorization, counties have the power 

to adopt stronger right-to-farm laws.  

Recommendation:  Evaluate Surry County’s Right-to-farm laws to see if 

they are adequate. 

 

c. Zoning  

Zoning is a common land use planning tool and can be used positively to protect farmland. Surry 

County adopted county-wide zoning in 2001, with a major revision in 2006
62

 to expand the list 

of permitted and conditional uses in existing districts related to agricultural and rural economic 

enterprises (zoning regulations will be reviewed again in 2015.)
63

 Surry County’s zoning 

ordinance does not apply to bona fide farms and does not regulate in any way croplands, 

timberlands, pasturelands, or orchards, including idle farmlands. The ordinance does not control 

farmhouses, barns, poultry houses or any farm buildings, including tenant and labor housing 

owned by and located on the farm.
64

 The current ordinance designates a Rural Agricultural 

District designed to protect agricultural areas from incompatible uses, in particular large scale 

developments. Recent amendments allow for planned residential developments that make 

allowances for small lot sizes in exchange for preserving common areas. Each of the four 

municipalities, Mount Airy, Dobson, Elkin and Pilot Mountain, has its own zoning ordinances.  

Recommendations: 1) Ensure that Rural Agricultural Districts follow this 

Plan’s designated Priority Agricultural Areas; 2) avoid planning for water and 

sewer extensions into Priority Agricultural Areas; 3) develop small area plans 

for interstate and major road interchanges where agricultural activities exist, 

including the Zephyr Road interchange on I-77; 4) amend the zoning 

ordinance to streamline the permitting process for agribusiness activities; 

and 5) review definition of farm activities excluded in zoning ordinance to 
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ensure sufficient flexibility for on-farm agricultural enterprises such as 

agritourism projects. 

 

d. Extra-Territorial Jurisdictions 

Towns in Surry County have responsibility for land use decisions, including zoning decisions, 

extending one mile outside of the legal town limits. This extra-territorial jurisdiction can be used 

to protect farming adjacent to Surry County’s more urban towns through zoning or small area 

plans.  

Recommendation: Municipalities should consider including farming as an 

allowed use in their zoning districts covering agricultural areas and provide 

flexibility for farmers to expand or change their operations in the future. 

Municipalities should also consider adopting VAD ordinances as appropriate. 
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C. Collaborative Planning 

Collaboration among various and programs can result in some creative ways to encourage 

farmland preservation.  

 

1. Agriculture Economic Development 

 

Agricultural economic development includes programs and policies designed to expand existing 

agricultural enterprises and encourage the development of new ideas. Surry County is fortunate 

to have officials and policy makers who are aware of the tremendous value agriculture has for 

the county. Increasingly across North Carolina, along with the diversification of the farm 

economy, local governments consider agricultural enterprise development to be a vital 

component of local economic development. Pilot Mountain Pride is an excellent example of 

collaboration among agencies to create an innovative opportunity to enhance Surry County’s 

agricultural economy. Other examples in Surry County include collaborative web promotion of 

county attractions, such as the Very Surry web site. 

 

Recommendation: Continue to work to include agricultural attractions in 

tourism and marketing materials, including special farm events, farmers 

markets, and Pilot Mountain Pride. 
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2. Farm Transition Planning 

 

As our farming population ages and passes on, farmland is often sold out of the family for non-

farm use because converted uses will maximize income for the estate or because there is no 

interest in farming by the younger generation. Helping families plan for the future of their rural 

lands can help provide options that keep land in agricultural use while ensuring income to the 

heirs.  

 

Recommendation: In Surry County, the Cooperative Extension can offer 

information and resources from NCSU on estate planning to farmers and 

help connect them to estate planners to address this need.  
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CHAPTER 4 

 

Recommendations for Enhancing Agriculture 

in Surry County  

 

The long-term viability of agriculture in Surry County depends on keeping productive soils in 

agricultural use, making farming more profitable and producing new farmers and farm 

operations. The following recommendations provide a plan for achieving these goals. 

Recommendations include steering growth away from the most important active farming 

communities, supporting policies that encourage agricultural activities, educating the farming 

and non-farming public about the importance of agriculture, and encouraging opportunities for 

new farmers. 

North Carolina farmers have traditionally produced commodity crops. With improvements in 

transportation technology, the dismantling of trade barriers and the resulting increase in global 

competition, North Carolina farmers have increasingly struggled to compete. One opportunity 

for the future is for North Carolina farmers, including Surry County, to look to value-added 

products and niche markets, including local food markets. 

A. Public Policy and Planning  

Work to ensure land use planning programs and policies work for agriculture, protect critical 

resources, and mitigate negative impacts. 

1. Formally adopt this Farmland Preservation Plan as County Policy and officially including 

it as part of the Surry County Land Use Plan. 

 Include this Plan’s Priority Agricultural Areas in any updated land use plans to 

help protect these areas. 

2. Update the Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) ordinance to include Enhanced 

Voluntary Agricultural Districts (EVAD). 

3. Mitigate the potential for conflicting land uses and nuisance suits by educating the 

public/realtors about farming. 

 Include the one-half aerial mile notification zone in the county GIS system to 

notify buyers and inform them of VAD participation. 
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 Notify realtors/public about the availability of new GIS information. 

4. Update zoning ordinance as necessary to ensure regulations provide sufficient flexibility 

for agricultural operations. 

 Adopt a text amendment to zoning ordinance to eliminate conditional use permit 

requirements for agritourism and other on-farm value-added operations. 

 Review definition of excluded agricultural uses to allow for on-farm, value-added 

operations. 

 Ensure zoning ordinances are sufficiently flexible to allow farmers to adapt to 

their operations to changing economies. 

5. Work with municipalities to integrate agriculture into land use decisions, particularly in 

Priority Agricultural Areas. 

 Provide maps and GIS data to municipal officials that designate priority 

agricultural areas and the location of productive farmland with the goal of better 

integrating agricultural interests in municipal planning. 

 Work with municipalities to consider establishing municipal VAD/EVAD 

ordinances. 

 Encourage municipalities to continue to allow farming as allowed use in annexed 

areas. 

 Encourage municipalities to adopt zoning ordinances that allow farmers to change 

and modify operations. 

6. Expand Surry County’s Farmland Preservation Program that focuses on education 

(farmers, general public, schools) to include acquisition of agricultural agreements. 

7. Incorporate agriculture into infrastructure planning by informing the Soil and Water 

Conservation District, Cooperative Extension, and the Voluntary Agricultural District 

Board of infrastructure projects affecting agricultural enterprises. 

8. Develop small area plans for areas with high growth potential and active agricultural 

operations, especially Interstate interchanges and the Zephyr Road Corridor, to 

emphasize and protect significant agricultural resources while providing opportunities for 

growth. 

 

B. Agricultural Development and Marketing 

Promote agriculture as a viable part of Surry County’s economy and support the establishment 

of additional markets for local products. 

1. Improve regional branding of Surry County products through Pilot Mountain Pride. 

2. Expand opportunities to publicize “Food with a Story.” 

3. Expand food processing capacity at Pilot Mountain Pride with flash freeze facility 

(funding approved October 2011). 
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4. Establish a county “Value-added Processing Center.” 

5. Support efforts to establish an additional regional meat processing facility with 

greater capacity. (A group in southwest Virginia is performing a feasibility study to 

put in a USDA meat processing facility somewhere between Hillsville and Wytheville 

to sell meat outside of the state line and will include chicken, goat, sheep, pigs and 

beef. Currently, the only nearby facility is in Walnut Cove and is a NC Department of 

Agriculture facility that can only sell only within North Carolina and processes only 

hogs and beef.) 

 

C. Education and Training 

Foster greater appreciation for agriculture among residents and government officials, and help 

educate farmers about options to improve operations or protect their resources through 

education and outreach efforts. 

1. Re-establish an Agribusiness Program at Surry Community College. 

2. Continue to publicize land conservation strategies with farmers, including VADs, 

EVADs, and conservation agreements. 

3. Establish a farm incubator to train young farmers and demonstrate forestry and farm 

techniques at Mitchell River property owned by NC State University. 

4. Educate farmers and rural land owners about opportunities to qualify under the Present 

Use Value and the Wildlife Conservation Land tax relief programs. 

5. Expand agricultural education in schools and develop the agriculture Youth Leadership 

Program. 

 Support efforts to establish a Career Academy at the high school level which 

includes agriculture. 

 Support Future Farmers of America. 

 Support the Farm Bureau’s “Ag in the Classroom” program to more fully 

integrate agricultural issues into primary and secondary schools. 

6. Promote the understanding and appreciation of agriculture to the public by working with 

the Surry County Department of Tourism and Development Marketing, the Economic 

Development Partnership, and the Tourism and Development Authority. 

 Continue to publicize regular feature stories in the media about the importance of 

agriculture. 

 Continue to publicize the economic, environmental and cultural benefits of Surry 

County farms. 

 Plan education outreach events such as Farm-City Week.  
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 Develop county brochures that highlight agritourism businesses and events 

available for the public including farmers markets, restaurants that serve local 

foods, seasonal roadside stands, wineries, etc. 

7. Continue the education of county and municipal officials and planning board members on 

farming issues. 

8. Update the Cooperative Extension’s existing New Farmers Guide. 

9. Continue to educate farmers on crop diversification, rotational grazing, agritourism and 

other farming opportunities. 

10. Provide farmers with information on business planning, direct marketing, and financing 

assistance. 

11. Continue to connect agriculture with schools through Pilot Mountain Pride and 

Cooperative Extension. 

12. Work with farmers who will lose tobacco buyout funds by 2014 to help transition to 

alternative agricultural activity. 

13. Continue to share materials about farm transition planning to aging farmers. 

 

D. Financing 
 

Improve access to financing and capital. 

 

1. Publicize Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan programs. 

2. Develop additional ways to expand opportunities for financing new agricultural 

operations or expansion of existing operations. 

3. Publicize Young and Beginning Farmer Programs available through FSA 
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Table 4.1  Implementation Plan for Recommendations 

 Recommendation Action Step(s) Timeline Responsible Parties 

Public Policy 

and Planning 

Make Farmland Preservation 

Plan official county policy 

Formally adopt Farmland Preservation Plan  2012 SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, County 

Commissioners 

Include Priority Agricultural Areas in any 

updated land use plans  

2012 - 

ongoing 

Planning 

Establish EVAD program Adopt EVAD ordinance 2012 SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension 

Mitigate potential for nuisance 

problems 

Add one-half (1/2)  aerial mile notification 

zone to county GIS 

2012 SWCD, County GIS 

Coordinator 

Notify realtors/public about GIS 

information 

2012 - 

ongoing 

SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, County Tax Office 

Update zoning ordinance as 

necessary to ensure 

regulations provide sufficient 

flexibility for agricultural 

operations  

Adopt a text amendment to zoning 

ordinance to eliminate conditional use 

permit requirements for agritourism and 

other on-farm value-added operations 

2012 Planning, SWCD, 

Cooperative Extension 

Review definition of excluded agricultural 

uses to allow for on-farm, value-added 

operations 

2012 Planning, SWCD, 

Cooperative Extension 

Work with municipalities to 

integrate agriculture into land 

use decisions, particularly in 

Priority Agricultural Areas 

Provide maps and GIS data that designate 

Priority Agricultural Areas to municipal 

officials 

2012 SWCD, County GIS 

Coordinator 

Establish municipal VAD/EVAD 

ordinances 

2013 Municipal officials, Planning, 

SWCD, Economic 

Development, Cooperative 

Extension 
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 Recommendation Action Step(s) Timeline Responsible Parties 

Public Policy 

and Planning 

(continued) 

 Encourage municipalities to continue to 

allow farming as allowed use in annexed 

areas 

On-going Planning, SWCD, 

Cooperative Extension 

Encourage municipalities to adopt zoning 

ordinances that allow farmers to change and 

modify operations 

On-going Planning, SWCD, 

Cooperative Extension 

Expand Farmland Preservation 

Program to include acquisition 

of agricultural agreements 

Develop program  for SWCD to accept and 

hold agricultural agreements 

2012 County Commissioners, 

SWCD 

Incorporate agriculture into 

infrastructure planning 

Inform SWCD and VAD Board of proposed 

infrastructure projects affecting farms 

On-going Municipal officials, Planning 

Develop small area plans 

where high-growth potential 

overlaps with agricultural 

activity 

Focus on Interstate interchanges and other 

high growth areas 

2012-2013 SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, Planning 

Agricultural 

Development 

and 

Marketing 

Improve regional branding of 

Surry County products 

Develop marketing plan 2012 Cooperative Extension 

Publicize “Food with a Story” Publish in regional media outlets two stories 

a year that focus on local product 

On-going Cooperative Extension, 

Economic Development 

Expand food processing 

capacity at Pilot Mountain 

Pride with flash freeze facility 

Install, implement (funding approved 

October 2011) 

2012 Pilot Mountain Pride 

Establish a county “Value-

Added Processing Center” 

Identify possible location, seek funding 2013 Cooperative Extension 

Support efforts to establish a 

regional meat processing 

center 

Advocate for facility 2012 Cooperative Extension, 

Economic Development 
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 Recommendation Action Step(s) Timeline Responsible Parties 

Education 

and Training 

Re-establish an Agribusiness 

Program at Surry Community 

College 

 2012 Cooperative Extension, Surry 

Community College, SWCD 

Publicize land conservation 

strategies with farmers 

Develop and distribute brochures; hold 

workshops 

2012 - 

ongoing 

SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, Piedmont Land 

Conservancy 

Establish incubator farm and 

forestry demonstration site 

Land identified; develop plan for 

incubator 

2012-2013 SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, NC Forest Service, 

NC Ag Foundation 

Publicize PUV and Wildlife 

Conservation Land Program 

Develop and distribute brochures; hold 

workshops 

2012 - 

ongoing 

SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension, NC Forest Service 

Expand agricultural education 

with young people 

Include agriculture in plans for Career 

Academy at area high schools 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension, Pilot 

Mountain Pride 

Support Future Farmers of America 2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension 

Support Farm Bureau’s “Ag in the 

Classroom” program 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Farm Bureau, Cooperative 

Extension, Pilot Mountain 

Pride 

Foster greater appreciation of 

and public support for 

agriculture 

Publicize the economic, environmental 

and cultural benefits of agriculture 

through media stories 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension, 

Department of Tourism and 

Development Marketing, 

Economic Development 

Partnership,  Tourism and 

Development Authority 

Plan outreach events such as Farm-City 2012 - Cooperative Extension 
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Week ongoing 

 Recommendation Action Step(s) Timeline Responsible Parties 

Education 

and Training 

(continued) 

 Develop brochures that promote 

agritourism businesses and events 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension, 

Department of Tourism and 

Development Marketing, 

Economic Development 

Partnership,  Tourism and 

Development Authority 

Continue to educate public 

officials on farming issues 

Include agriculture updates as periodic 

agenda item; distribute regular 

communications on agriculture 

2012 - 

ongoing 

SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension 

Continue to provide critical 

information to farmers to 

improve production 

Continue to educate farmers on crop 

diversification, improved production 

techniques, and alternative opportunities, 

such as agritourism 

2012 - 

ongoing 

SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension 

Develop workshops on business planning, 

direct marketing and financing assistance 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension, FSA 

Work with farmers in tobacco buyout 

program to help ease transition 

2012 - 2014 FSA, SWCD, Cooperative 

Extension 

Continue to share transition materials with 

aging farmers 

2012 - 

ongoing 

Cooperative Extension 

Financing Improve access to financing 

and capital for new and 

existing farm operations 

Publicize Farm Service Agency loan 

programs 

2012 - 

ongoing 

FSA, Cooperative Extension, 

SWCD 

Develop new opportunities for financing 2012 - 

ongoing 

FSA, Cooperative Extension, 

Economic Development 
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CHAPTER 5 

Available Funding 

 

Successful farmland preservation programs use a variety of sources to achieve goals and finance 

activities. Listed below are known available sources. State and federal funds for farmland 

preservation have been very limited in recent years and are expected to be limited into the next 

few years due to budgetary constraints. Having an approved farmland preservation plan in place, 

however, prepares counties for funding cycles and improves opportunities for success for 

competitive grant programs.  

 

A. State Programs 

North Carolina Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation 

Trust Fund - N.C.G.S. § 106-744(c) established a trust fund to be administered by the 

Commissioner of Agriculture. The purpose of the trust fund is to provide monies to purchase 

agricultural conservation agreements and to fund programs that promote the development and 

sustainability of farming and the transition of existing farms to new farm families. Counties and 

nonprofit conservation organizations can apply for grants for these purposes. The N.C. General 

Assembly appropriated $8 million to the trust fund for the 2008 fiscal year and $4 million for the 

2009 fiscal year.
65

 (www.ncadfp.org) 

 

North Carolina Agriculture Cost Share Program (NCACSP) is the most 

requested service offered by the Surry SWCD. The program offers reimbursement incentives to 

farmers and other landowners for installing and practicing conservation methods and best 

management practices (BMPs) that address non-point water pollution created by agriculture. 

Participating farmers receive 75 percent of predetermined average costs of installed best 

management practices with the remaining 25 percent paid by farmers directly or through in-kind 

contributions. Applicants may be eligible to receive as much as $75,000 per year. Also the 

program provides local Districts with matching funds (50:50) to hire personnel to plan and install 

the needed BMPs, including riparian buffers, strip cropping, and grassed waterways. Examples 

include livestock trails and watering systems, animal waste management and erosion control.
66

  

http://www.ncadfp.org/
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(www.soilandwater.nc.gov  in the Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP) section
67

 and 

www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/pages/agcostshareprogram.html.) 

 

North Carolina Forest Stewardship Program, administered by the North 

Carolina Division of Forest Resources, provides assistance to forest landowners in developing 

stewardship management plans for timber production, wildlife management, recreational 

opportunities, water quality and natural beauty. 

(www.dfr.state.nc.us/stewardship/forest_stewardship.htm) 

 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a joint effort of the 

North Carolina Division of Soil and Water Conservation, the North Carolina Water Management 

Trust Fund, the Ecosystem Enhancement Program, and the Farm Service Agency to address 

water quality problems. (www.enr.state.nc.us/dswc/pages/crep.html) 

 

Golden Leaf Foundation funds projects in tobacco-dependent regions of North Carolina 

to improve local economies. In Surry County, Golden Leaf funds have supported Pilot Mountain 

Pride and a number of programs at Surry Community College, including viticulture programs. 

(www.goldenleaf.org) 

 

Tobacco Trust Fund also funds projects to enhance the agricultural economy of North 

Carolina, targeting individuals affected by the decline of the tobacco market. Locally funded 

projects include Pilot Mountain Pride and the Pilot Center. The Tobacco Trust Fund has 

distributed grants for farmers markets, research to improve agricultural crops, and others. 

(www.tobaccotrustfund.org) 

 

Clean Water Management Trust Fund is a voluntary, incentive-based water quality 

program to help local governments, state agencies and conservation non-profit groups finance 

projects to protect and restore surface water quality. Farm and forest land owners are eligible to 

receive monies for sale of the development rights under certain guidelines and qualifications. 

These funds can be combined with certain federal conservation funds. (www.cwmtf.net) 
 

North Carolina Conservation Tax Credit allows a credit against individual and 

corporate income taxes when real property is donated for conservation purposes. Interests in 

property that promote specific public benefits may be donated to a qualified recipient. Such 

conservation donations qualify for a substantial tax credit. 

(www.onencnaturally.org/pages/conservationtaxcredit.html) 

http://www.soilandwater.nc.gov/
http://www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/pages/agcostshareprogram.html
http://www.dfr.state.nc.us/stewardship/forest_stewardship.htm
http://www.enr.state.nc.us/dswc/pages/crep.html
http://www.goldenleaf.org/
http://www.tobaccotrustfund.org/
http://www.cwmtf.net/
http://www.onencnaturally.org/pages/conservationtaxcredit.html
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B. Federal Programs 
 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is administered by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) to encourage farmers to convert highly erodible cropland and 

other environmentally sensitive land to vegetative cover such as wildlife-friendly cool season 

grasses or native warm season grasses, wildlife plantings, trees, filter strips, habitat buffers or 

riparian buffers. Authorized by the 1985 Farm Bill, the CRP is one of the nation’s oldest 

conservation programs. Participating landowners receive annual rental payments for the term of 

their 10- to 15-year contracts. The CRP provides cost-share funding for the installation of 

approved vegetative practices on eligible cropland. Landowners also may receive funding to 

fence streams that exclude livestock and to build grass waterways. In 2010 Surry County 

Farmers received $88,003 through CRP. (www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/crp) 

 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) pays up to 50 percent of 

the cost for producers to implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural 

land. Higher cost-share percentages may be available to Limited Resource Producers and 

Beginning Farmers (farmers who have been in business less than ten years). Authorized by the 

1996 Farm Bill, EQIP is open to any producer engaged in livestock, forestry or crop production 

on eligible land. EQIP provides technical and financial assistance to producers to plan, design 

and install conservation practices that have been approved for use in the local area. Examples of 

such practices include animal waste storage facilities, grassed waterways, grade stabilization 

structures, livestock watering facilities and stream bank stabilization. In North Carolina, the 

NRCS offers EQIP cost sharing on a county-by-county basis. The State Technical Committee 

has identified a set of natural resource concerns that landowners can use EQIP funds to address. 

In 2011, the NRCS received $821, 923 to work on 17 contracts in Surry County. 

(www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip)  

 

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for 

conservation-minded landowners who want to develop and improve wildlife habitat on 

agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, and Tribal land. The Food, Conservation, and 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/crp
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip
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Energy Act of 2008 reauthorized WHIP as a voluntary approach to improving wildlife habitat in 

our Nation. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers WHIP to provide 

both technical assistance and financial assistance to establish and improve fish and wildlife 

habitat. WHIP cost-share agreements between NRCS and the participant generally last from one 

year after the last conservation practice is implemented to no more than 10 years from the date 

the agreement is signed. (www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip)  

 

Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) provides matching funds 

for qualified farms to help purchase development rights to keep productive farm and ranchland in 

agricultural uses. Managed by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 

FRPP partners with State, tribal or local governments and non-governmental organizations to 

acquire conservation agreements or other interests in land from landowners. USDA provides up 

to 50 percent of the fair market value of the conservation agreement. There are specific 

conditions for farms to qualify, including being large enough to sustain agricultural production. 

(www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/)  

 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) was authorized by the 1996 Farm Bill to 

provide landowners with technical and financial assistance to protect, restore and enhance 

wetlands on their property. Landowners can receive as much as 100 percent of the appraised 

agricultural market value of the property for permanent conservation easements or 75 percent for 

30-year easements. They also can participate in a restoration cost-share agreement. These 10-

year agreements pay for 75 percent of the cost of restoration activities and do not place an 

easement on the property. Eligible land includes wetlands cleared or drained for farming or 

pasture and must be restorable and suitable for wildlife. The NRCS accepts applications for the 

WRP on a continuous basis. (www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp) 

 

Conservation Stewardship Program encourages land stewards to improve their 

conservation performance by installing and adopting additional activities, and improving, 

maintaining, and managing existing activities on agricultural land and nonindustrial private 

forest land. The NRCS will make CSP available nationwide on a continuous application basis. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp


 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 67 

 

NRCS provides financial and technical assistance to eligible producers to conserve and enhance 

soil, water, air, and related natural resources on their land. 

(www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp) 

 

Debt for Nature Program is available to landowners with Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

loans secured by real estate. The program reduces a borrower’s debt in exchange for a 

conservation contract with a term of 10, 30 or 50 years. Participants may not develop land placed 

in the Debt for Nature Program, use it to raise livestock, or for agricultural production. Eligible 

lands include wetlands, highly erodible lands and areas of high water quality or scenic value. 

(www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype

=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20070525_consv_en_dnp07.html ) 

 

Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) was created by the 1996 Farm Bill to 

respond to emergencies caused by natural disasters. The program has two components. Under the 

cost-share component, the NRCS provides communities or local sponsors with up to 75 percent 

of the funds needed to restore the natural functions of the watersheds. Projects on private land 

require a local sponsor from state, county or city government. Under the EWP’s floodplain 

easement component, landowners sell the NRCS a permanent conservation easement that allows 

the NRCS to restore the natural functions of the floodplain. To be eligible for an EWP easement, 

land must have been impaired from flooding during the past 12 months or have a history of 

repeated flooding. Landowners, with permission from the NRCS, may continue to use the land 

for haying, grazing and managed timber harvests. (www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp) 

 

Forest Land Enhancement Program is a voluntary program for non-industrial 

private forest (NIPF) landowners. It provides for technical, educational and cost-share assistance 

to promote sustainability of non-industrial private forest lands. In North Carolina, the Forest 

Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) reimburses 40–60 percent of the cost of specific forestry 

and wildlife habitation improvement practices. It is unique among other forestry cost-share 

programs in that it emphasizes practices that will improve the condition of an existing forest 

stand. Such practices can include pre-commercial thinning, prescribed understory burning, and 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20070525_consv_en_dnp07.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20070525_consv_en_dnp07.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp
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release of seedlings from vegetative competition. Any individual who owns at least 5 acres of 

forestland and is not principally engaged in the processing of wood products, or engaged in fee 

hunting operations, is eligible to participate. Cost sharing is based on approval by the NC 

Division of Forest Resources of a forest management plan that explains the need for the 

proposed practices. A maximum of $10,000 annually may be received by any landowner. 

(www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/comments_flep.shtml) 

 

USDA Rural Development funds a broad array of programs in rural communities 

through grants and loans that include economic development, technical assistance, and essential 

services. (http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nc/) 

 

USDA Sustainable Agricultural Research and Education (SARE) 

Program funds research and projects in many areas related to agriculture including: on-farm 

renewable energy, pest and weed management, pastured livestock and rotational grazing, no-till 

and conservation tillage, nutrient management, agroforestry, marketing, crop and livestock 

diversity, and systems research. Grants are awarded to farmers, extension agents, educators, 

researchers, nonprofits and communities. (www.sare.org ) 

 

Appalachian Regional Commission funds projects in targeted counties in the 

Appalachia region, which includes Surry County, to increase job opportunities, strengthen the 

capacity of the people to compete in the global economy, and develop and improve the region’s 

infrastructure to make the region economically competitive. (www.arc.gov) 

 

C. Local Opportunities  

Financing farmland preservation programs at the county level is limited to local appropriations. 

Some counties have received special authority from the General Assembly for municipal bonds 

and taxes (such as a hotel tax or small increase to property taxes). Most state and federal 

programs now require local matches. Since private funding for farmland preservation is very 

limited, a dedicated local funding stream is the most effective way for conservation partners to 

strategically and predictably plan projects and be competitive for limited state and federal funds.  

http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/comments_flep.shtml
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nc/
http://www.sare.org/
http://www.arc.gov/


 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 69 

 

 

CHAPTER 6 
 

Farmland Preservation Partners 

 

A number of different public agencies and organizations work to protect natural resources in 

Surry County. Effective farmland preservation is a collaborative effort among different agencies 

and organizations by bringing unique technical skills together. Collaboration helps to develop 

creative strategies to protect farmland, as well as helps leverage state and federal funding. This 

chapter describes farmland preservation partners in Surry County.  

 

 

Soil and Water Conservation District and Board (SWCD) 
 

Surry County’s SWCD manages numerous programs that provide technical assistance, 

education outreach, and financial incentives for landowners using county, state and 

federal resources. SWCD staff work closely with landowners and have a very thorough 

understanding of issues affecting agriculture in the County. (Tony Davis, District Director, 336-

386-8751, Extension 3; Tony.Davis@nc.nacdnet.net; 

www.co.surry.nc.us/Departments/SoilAndWater/SoilAndWater.htm) 
 

 

Cooperative Extension 
 

The NC Cooperative Extension provides technical assistance through 

educational programs, publications and events on a wide variety of 

agricultural and land management issues as a way to share university 

research and expertise from North Carolina’s land grant universities, 

NC State University and NC A&T State University. Cooperative Extension promotes sustainable 

agriculture and forestry. Cooperative Extension collects critical agricultural production data and 

serves as an important resource on agricultural issues in the county. (Bryan Cave, County 

Extension Director, 336-401-8025; bryan_cave@ncsu.edu; www.surry.ces.ncsu.edu)    

 

 

  

mailto:Tony.Davis@nc.nacdnet.net
http://www.co.surry.nc.us/Departments/SoilAndWater/SoilAndWater.htm
mailto:bryan_cave@ncsu.edu
http://www.surry.ces.ncsu.edu/
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Voluntary Agricultural Districts (VAD) Advisory Board) 

 

The VAD Advisory Board is a locally appointed group of citizens responsible for 

implementing the Voluntary Agricultural District program with support from the 

SWCD and Cooperative Extension staff. The VAD Advisory Board is also 

responsible for sharing information on local issues impacting agriculture and providing feedback 

to the County Commissioners on ways to strengthen agriculture. (Surry Soil and Water 

Conservation District, 336-386-8751 extension 3) 

 

 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 

The FSA assists farmers with a variety of conservation and financial services 

addressing farm income, land and water conservation, credit for new or 

disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, and recovery assistance to farms following 

disasters. The FSA is the umbrella agency for many federal programs (CRP, 

CREP, ECP, EFRP, etc.), including the Tobacco Transition Payment Program. (336-386-8751, 

extension 2; www.fsa.usda.gov ) 

 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
 

NRCS is a federal agency with field offices serving every county that 

works with landowners to enhance and protect natural resources through 

conservation planning, technical assistance and training, and grant and 

cost-share programs. (Rick Bailey, District Conservationist, 336-386-8109, extension 3; 

rick.bailey@nc.usda.gov; www.usda.gov) 

 

 

Piedmont Land Conservancy (PLC) 
 

Piedmont Land Conservancy (PLC) is a grassroots non-profit land trust dedicated to 

protecting natural and scenic lands, farms, and green spaces in the Piedmont of North 

Carolina to enrich the quality of life for our communities today and tomorrow. To 

achieve this mission PLC builds partnerships with local, state, and federal government 

entities, organizations, communities, and landowners to identify areas to protect. Working with 

willing landowners, PLC permanently protects land through either fee-simple acquisition or 

voluntary conservation agreements. As of December 31, 2010, these projects have protected a 

http://www.answers.com/topic/farm-service-agency
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
mailto:rick.bailey@nc.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/
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total of 18,538 acres in the nine counties in which PLC works:  Alamance, Caswell, Forsyth, 

Guilford, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin. 

 

In Surry County, PLC has been fortunate to have a close working relationship with the Surry Soil 

and Water Conservation District. The District has partnered with the Conservancy on many of its 

projects in the county. As of the end of 2010, projects have protected a total of 8,975 acres on 35 

properties in Surry County, including over 45 miles of streams and rivers in Surry’s portion of 

the Yadkin River watershed. (Kevin Redding, Executive Director, 336-691-0088, Extension 103; 

kredding@piedmontland.org; www.piedmontland.org) 

 

 

Pilot View RC&D 
 

Pilot View RC&D is a non-profit organization that helps leverage resources 

for innovative community and conservation projects in several northwestern 

North Carolina counties, including Surry County. (Tammy Winfrey,           

336-750-0522; twinfrey@pilotviewrcd.org; www.pilotviewrcd.org)  

 

 

North Carolina Forest Service 
 

The North Carolina Forest Service, now part of the NC Department of Agriculture, 

helps private landowners manage their forestlands for timber production, wildlife 

habitat and recreational use, including assistance with developing forest management 

plans. (Brian Elam, Surry County Ranger, 336-356-8177; surry.dfr@ncagr.govl; 

www.ncforestservice.gov)  

 

 

North Carolina Farm Bureau – Surry County Chapter 
 

The Surry County chapter of the NC Farm Bureau is a non-profit organization that 

promotes the agricultural industry and needs of farmers at the county, state and 

federal level. Previously funding came from the State, but now is provided by the county and the 

local chapter has a budget to advocate for agriculture. Surry County’s chapter was instrumental 

in the creation of Pilot Mountain Pride.
68

 (336-356-8236; www.ncfb.org) 

mailto:kredding@piedmontland.org
http://www.piedmontland.org/
mailto:twinfrey@pilotviewrcd.org
http://www.pilotviewrcd.org/
mailto:surry.dfr@ncagr.gov
http://www.ncforestservice.gov/
http://www.ncfb.org/
http://www.ncfb.org/
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Surry County Natural Resources Committee 
 

The Natural Resources Committee is appointed by the 

County Commissioners as an advisory group to the Surry 

Board of Commissioners. This group has been involved 

with the Mitchell River Coalition and in programs such as promoting recycling. 

 

 

Surry County Cattleman’s Association 
 

Surry County Cattleman’s Association currently has 70 members and is very active in 

group purchasing programs to lower costs and programs that provide educational 

opportunities.  

 

 

Surry Community College 
 

The Surry Community College, with campuses in Dobson, Elkin, and Pilot 

Mountain, could be an important partner in developing local agricultural 

expertise through technical and agri-business programs, as well as an 

important partner in developing agricultural economic development strategies. (336- 386-8121; 

www.surry.edu) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.surry.edu/
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SURRY COUNTY FARMLAND PROTECTION PLAN  

QUESTIONNAIRE - COUNTY FARMING ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

 

Date_________________________ 

1.  Ages of those farming:      Male ____ , ____ , ____ , ____ ,____ Female____ ,____ ,____ , ____,____ 
 

2.  Location of Farm: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Is farming your full-time occupation?      Y     N           If no, what is your primary occupation? 
____________ 

 

4. How long has your family been farming? _________ 
 

5. How many acres do you farm? ________    How many acres do you timber? _____ 
 

6. Of these acres how many do you own _________  How many do you lease from someone else 
_________ 

 

7. Do you lease land to others?     Y or N  If yes, how many acres?  _____________ 
 

8. Which of the following applies to your farming operations: 

________ Plan to expand   _________ No change 

________ Plan to scale back   _________ Stop farming 

 

9. What are you growing?  _______ Row crops (tobacco, corn etc.)      _______ Horticulture     _______ 
Pasture  

_______ Livestock     _______ Forestry     _______ Specialty crops (what type) 

____________________________  

 

 

List the  markets  

where you sell 

your product. 

 

Wholesale 

or Retail  

 

(circle one) 

What 

distance 

do you 

travel to 

this 

market? 

 

During which 

months do you 

market there? 

 

On which 

days do you 

market 

there? 

 

Does this market meet 

your expectations/are 

you satisfied? 

  

W or R 

   

S M T W T F 

S 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 
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W or R 

   

S M T W T F 

S 

 

 

  

W or R 

   

S M T W T F 

S 

 

 

 

10.  What do you expect from a market?  
 

 

 

11. What makes you feel like you have had a successful day at the market? Rank your top 3 (1, 2 and 3 ) 
with 1 being  the most important to you: 

 

___ going home with an empty truck   ____meeting new people 

___ getting a good price     ____a busy market 

___ knowing your consumers    ____making money 

___ consumers knowing you and your products 

 ____other_____________________________________ 
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12.  What challenges do you face in farming?   
a) Politics (support, international trade agreements, etc.) 

 

 

b) Laws/Regulations (be specific) 
 

 

c) Environment ( weather, pests, water, soils) 
 

 

d) Economics (input/output costs, marketing, financing) 
 

 

e) Consumer Trends (preferences, changes, etc.) 
 

 

f) Cultural (farming practices, crop selection, cooperation, community etc.) 
 

 

g) Other ____________ 
 

 

13.  List three things that give you the most stress in farming? 
 

a) ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
 

b) ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
 

c) ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
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14.  Future Growth, Future Opportunities 
a) How can local markets be improved?  
 

 

b) What ideas do you have for attracting young people to farming? 
 

 

c) What advice would you give to young farmers? 
 

 

15.  Farmland / Business Succession Planning: 
a) Do your children work on the farm? _____ YES    _____ NO    If yes, how many _____ and what 
ages ________ 
 

b) Do your children plan to continue farming as an occupation? _____ YES  _____ NO 
 

c) If no, why not? 
 

d) If no, what plans do you have for the farm when you are no longer able to manage it? 
 

16. May we contact you for additional input/questions as we formulate the Surry County Farmland 

Preservation Plan? 

 

______ NO ______ YES  (Please provide contact information below) 

 

Name: ______________________________________  Phone:_________________________ 

Address: 

 

City,State & Zip 
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Notes 
 
                                                           
1 NC Agricultural Statistics http://www.ncagr.gov/stats/2011AgStat/Page015_038.pdf  

2 NCGS §106-735 et seq. 

3NCGS §106-735(b). “Qualifying farmland” is defined in §106-737.  

4 NCGS §106-744 (c)(1).  

5 Per the requirements of funding received from the North Carolina Agricultural 

Development &  Farmland Preservation Trust Fund (NC ADFP) 

6 Surry County Cooperative Extension 2010 Farm Income Report 

7 Michael Walden, William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor – Agricultural and 

Resource Economics, NCSU, Agriculture and Agribusiness in Surry County, 2008 

(http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/agecon/counties/surry.pdf) 

8 Surry County Cooperative Extension Farm Income Report 2010 

9 American Farmland Trust, Planning for an Agricultural Future: A Guide for North Carolina 

Farmers and Local Governments, 2007 

10 Surry Soil and Water Conservation District Strategy Plan 2012 

11 http://ncforestservice.gov/Contacts/surry.htm  

12 2010 NC Agricultural Statistics (NCDA&CS) 

13 US Census Bureau (www.census.gov) 

14 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015  

15 Chris Knopf, County Planner 

16 US Census of Agriculture (1992-2007) 

17 2007 Census of Agriculture 

18 Michael Walden, William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor – Agricultural and 

Resource Economics, NCSU, Agriculture and Agribusiness in Surry County, 2008 

(http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/agecon/counties/surry.pdf) 

19 2007 Census of Agriculture 

http://www.ncagr.gov/stats/2011AgStat/Page015_038.pdf
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/agecon/counties/surry.pdf
http://ncforestservice.gov/Contacts/surry.htm
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/agecon/counties/surry.pdf
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20 The Fair and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act of 2004 ended the Depression-era tobacco 

quota program and established the Tobacco Payment Program (TTPP) also called the 

“tobacco buy-out” 

21 US Census Bureau 

22 Surry County Economic Development Partnership Inc. (http://www.surryedp.com) 

23 Environment North Carolina (http://www.environmentnorthcarolina.org/clean-

water/rivers/hqworw) 

24 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

25 Surry County Economic Development Partnership Inc. (http://www.surryedp.com) 

26 NC Agricultural Statistics 2010 (NCDA&CS) 

27 Surry County SWCD Strategy Plan 2012 

28 Surry County SWCD Strategy Plan 2012 

29 Bryan Cave, Director, Surry County Extension Office (9/23/2011)– 2009 Statistics 

30 2010 Farm Income report, Surry County Cooperative Extension 

31 See farmer survey in Appendix  

32 2007 Census of Agriculture 

33 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

34 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

35 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

36 Darrell Crisp, Executive Director, Farm Service Agency 

37 Darrell Crisp, Executive Director, Farm Service Agency 

38 Wayne Farms, LLC (http://www.waynefarms.com/content/view/113/131/) 

39 NC Agricultural Statistics http://www.ncagr.gov/stats/2011AgStat/Page015_038.pdf  

40 Brian Elam, Surry County Ranger, NC Division of Forest Resources 

41 Brian Elam, Surry County Ranger, NC Division of Forest Resources 

http://www.surryedp.com/
http://www.environmentnorthcarolina.org/clean-water/rivers/hqworw
http://www.environmentnorthcarolina.org/clean-water/rivers/hqworw
http://www.surryedp.com/
http://www.waynefarms.com/content/view/113/131/
http://www.ncagr.gov/stats/2011AgStat/Page015_038.pdf
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42 NRCS National Water and Climate Center, Portland, Oregon 

43 Soil Survey of Surry County, North Carolina 2007, USDA and NRCS (Richard J. Everhart, 

district conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service). 

44 Soil Survey of Surry County, North Carolina 2007, USDA and NRCS 

45 Soil Survey of Surry County, North Carolina 2007, USDA and NRCS (Richard J. Everhart, 

district conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service). 

46 Soil Survey of Surry County, North Carolina 2007, USDA and NRCS 

47 Tony Davis, Director, Surry SWCD 

48 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

49 Mountain Park Facebook page 

50 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 and US Census Bureau 

51 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

52 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

53 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

54 Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

55 Brian Cave, Director, Surry County Extension Service 

56 N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 105-277.2 to .7 

57As defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. 105-164.13 

58As defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§106-737 through 106-744 and Chapter 153A 

59  VAD Workshop, Lee County Extension Service Office, 2/16/2011 

60 As defined in N.C.G.S. §§ 106-743 

61 As defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§106-700 to 701 

62  Surry County Land Use Plan 2015 

63 Tony Davis, District Director, Surry SWCD. 

64 Surry County Zoning Ordinance 



 

Surry County Farmland Preservation Plan Page 80 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
65 John Bonham, Hoke County 2009 

66 Surry SWCD and NRCS- Dobson Field Office 2010 Annual Report 

67 North Carolina Agriculture Cost Share Program brochure published by the U.S. EPA 

through a Section 319 Grant 

68  Bryan Cave, Director of Surry County Extension Service 

 

 

 


