










































































Of the farmers surveyed, all want to pass their farms to family for farming.
However, none have farm transition plans. This indicates the need for training
for farm owners on developing effective farm transition plans. Family farms
are the backbone of agriculture in North Carolina, educating farmers on how
to pass their farms on to heirs or another generation of farmers is essential to
the future of agriculture.

Chowan County offers a deferred tax program beneficial to farmers and
landowners designated as the Present Use Value Taxation program (PUV).
This program offers owners of forest land and those operating legitimate
farms a deferred tax program based upon their present use in agriculture,
horticulture, or forest land. One hundred percent of survey respondents
answered that they were enrolled in the PUV program. However, not all
farmland is enrolled in the PUV program. While an increased knowledge of
this program could result in additional land enrolled in the program and, in
turn, reduce tax revenues, the cost of community services for agricultural land
versus residential land shows that the revenue outcome still provides a net
gain to the county coffers.

When Chowan County farmers were asked to identify taxes that were
impediments to their profitability, 100 percent listed federal self-employment
taxes, 100 percent listed local property tax on buildings and equipment, 50
percent noted Federal Social Security and Medicaid taxes for employees and
50 percent cited estate tax illustrated in Figure 4.
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Of The Taxes Listed Below, Please Select The
Top Three That You Feel Impose An
Unreasonable Burden To Agriculture
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Figure 4. Outlook on Taxes and Agriculture. Source: Chowan Producer Survey
2017

In 2012, almost all of forestland in Chowan County was privately owned3+.
Fifty percent of survey respondents had a forest management plans while the
other 50 percent responded that they had no such plans. A forest management
plan is a valuable tool for farmers and landowners to use this resource for
greater sustainability and profitability. Management plans are required for
forest landowners to enroll properties in the county’s Present Use Value
program. The survey data indicates the need for the development of an
educational program to inform and train landowners on the benefits of a
formal forest management plan.

None of the survey respondents reported problems with neighbors regarding
their farming operations.
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Chowan County leaders enacted a Voluntary Agricultural District Program in
2009. To date, 26 farms have enrolled in the VAD program representing 8,539
acres3®, One hundred percent of farmers responding to the survey were aware
of the Voluntary Agricultural District program. All respondents had acreage in
the VAD program. The county has not adopted an Enhanced Voluntary
Agricultural District program.

Additionally, farmers expressed a need for management, technical and
marketing training on the following topics to enhance their operations:

- Forward pricing and hedging 50%
- Direct to consumer marketing of products 50%
- Identifying and managing risks 100%
- Timber management 50%
- Development of forest management plan 50%
- Pine straw sales 50%
- Estate planning/Farm transition 100%
- Diversifying through agritourism 50%

There are multiple opportunities for training and education. This information
should serve as a continuing guide for agencies and institutions involved in
education within the county to develop plans for short-term and long-term
training to serve the agricultural community.

Chowan County farmers who were surveyed and interviewed recognized the
value of educating the non-farm public to the benefits of agriculture to the
county. One-hundred percent of farmers were in favor of a program to
increase non-farm residents’ knowledge of the social and economic benefits of
agriculture.

Chowan County farmers and operators who responded to the survey stated
that there is a definite need for agricultural education in public schools, 4-H
and youth development, community colleges and other colleges and
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universities. Figure 5 shows the strong support for such programs, which
illustrates the need to train youth in the importance of agriculture and the
diverse agricultural career opportunities.

Agriculture, horticulture, forestry and
agribusiness should be taught in:
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Figure 5. Source: Chowan County Producer Survey 2017

Surveyed farmers (100%) in Chowan County were in favor of government
funds to support agriculture and agricultural economic development in the
county.

Interviews were conducted with a cross-section of farmers to obtain their
opinions on the issues, challenges and opportunities impacting agriculture in
Chowan County. The following were stated as issues that impacted family
farms as well as the perpetuity and profitability of these operations:

e Over-Regulation From Federal Government Agencies
e Depressed Commodity Prices

e High Input Costs

e Expensive New Technology
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e Lack Of Estate Planning And Farm Transition

e Lack Of Understanding Among Non-Farm Residents About The
Importance Of Agriculture And Agribusiness

e Need For Continued Education of Local Officials On The Complexity Of
Today’s Agricultural Production

e Drainage Issues Caused By Hurricane Matthew

Agribusiness Survey and Interview Analysis

Agribusinesses provide essential resources and services vital to the success
and profitability of agriculture production services. Agribusinesses, just as any
other business, provide jobs and employment, which stimulate the local
economy. Examples of agribusinesses include feed dealers, seed processors,
agricultural lenders, agricultural and crop consultants, produce marketers,
and agritourism services.

Agribusinesses surveyed (100%) recognized that 75-100 percent of their
business was generated from the farm community. Though these
agribusinesses offer agricultural services, many also provide services and
products that meet the needs of non-farm residents and industries. In the last
five years, 100 percent of agribusinesses surveyed have increased the size of
their operations. One-hundred percent reported an increase of agricultural
inventories and sales. As non-farm populations continue to grow,
agribusinesses will continue to seek ways to service non-farm residents,
which will provide additional support for these agribusinesses.

Agribusiness owners also noted trends in agricultural production that could
have impacts on their operations including, but not limited to, a shift to more
sophisticated farm operations, fewer small farms, more specialty and direct
market operations, and more farm diversification.

Following is a list of challenges and opportunities expressed by the
respondents that are perceived to have an effect on agriculture in the future.
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One hundred percent of agribusiness respondents identified farm
transition and estate planning as a major issue in Chowan County. They
also expressed the need for professional assistance and training in
transition and estate planning.

One hundred percent of agribusiness respondents noted the importance
of education of Chowan County citizens as to the impact of agriculture
and agribusiness on the county’s economic viability.

One hundred percent of agribusiness respondents have problems with
labor issues, especially lack of qualified, trained labor.

All of those questioned said that youth education in the field of
agriculture is of great importance, and continued support of these
programs in secondary and post-secondary schools is essential to the
future of agriculture.

When asked what would provide additional assurance of success in their
business, 100 percent needed succession planning training and education on
new technologies in farming as illustrated in Figure 6.
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Figure 6. Source: Chowan Agribusiness Survey 2017
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Chowan County agribusiness leaders also identified several threats and
opportunities for farms and forests:

e Increased Food Safety Regulations

e Low Commodity Prices

e Lack Of Qualified Labor To Operate And Maintain New Technology
e Value-Added Food Processing Jobs

Non-Farm Residents Survey and Interview Analysis

Chowan County is home to people of diverse backgrounds. Some have lived in
the county their whole lives, others have chosen to relocate or retire to the
rural county, and some have been drawn to the history of Edenton and the
lure of being close to the water. Still others have moved to Chowan County
from urban areas, choosing to commute from a rural area with lower taxes.
The majority of survey respondents (81%) have lived in Chowan County for
20 years or more. Seventy-two percent of the respondents have lived near a
farm or forest operation, with 75% living within one-quarter mile of a farm or
timber operation. A positive result of this close relationship with agriculture is
that 85% percent stated that farmers are good neighbors.

When asked about the state of agriculture as a viable industry in Chowan
County, 67 percent of the respondents felt that farming is holding its own and
has some potential for future growth. Six percent said that agriculture has no
potential for future growth, while another 27 percent felt that agriculture is an
expanding industry with significant future growth potential. (Figure 7)
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Public Perception Of Agriculture In Chowan
County

H Agriculture is holding its own,
some future growth

M Agriculture is declining/no
future growth

Agriculture is
expanding/significant growth

Figure 7. Source: Chowan Non-Farm Resident Survey

Chowan County non-farm residents have a good understanding of the
economic impact of the entire agricultural sector on the county’s economy.
The value of agricultural industry in 2012 provided a total economic impact of
$113,844,655 to Chowan County?3®,

Ninety-seven percent of surveyed non-farm residents felt that Chowan County
should take steps to help preserve farms and forests. One hundred percent of
respondents reported that they supported local farming by purchasing local
produce from farmers markets; pick-your- own operations, and road side
stands. Eighty-one percent of non-farm residents say that they purchase
plants from local greenhouses and nurseries. Twenty-two percent have
participated in agritourism activities such as corn mazes, pumpkin patches
and hayrides. Six percent of respondents lease land for hunting.

Figure 8 illustrates how Chowan County residents look for local food options

with 80% indicating that they know the farmer that has produced the product
they are purchasing. Fifty percent indicated they would ask where the product

33



was produced. This data indicates an interest for consumers to know where

there food comes from and a desire to create a relationship with the producer.

How Do You Verify That Your Produce Comes
From Local Farmers?
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Figure 8. Source: Chowan Non-Farm Resident Survey 2017

The statistics below reveal the agreement or disagreement of non-farm
residents with statements about agriculture in Chowan County:

e 100 percent agreed farms and forests enhance scenic beauty and open

Space
e 97 percent agreed farmers are good neighbors

e 100 percent agreed that local farmers deliver high quality products

e 90 percent agreed that farming has a positive impact on the
environment

e 74 percent stated that farming and agribusiness are high technology

businesses

e 60 percent agreed farming presents a good career for enterprising

people
e 89 percent agreed that agriculture and forestry are viable career
opportunities
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90 percent stated that tax breaks for farmers are important

100 percent would support farm and forest preservation efforts in the
county

75 percent would support the use of government funds for farm and
forest development

These statements clearly illustrate that non-farm residents surveyed have a
positive image of agriculture in the county.

When asked if they had experienced problems with neighboring farms,
respondents noted the following:

Noise

Odors

Smoke/Dust

Manure application
Slow moving vehicles
Drainage issues
Pesticide use
Boundary/ trespass
Cotton defoliation
Soil erosion

Sixty-two percent of respondents reported that after they discussed
complaints with farmers, they gained a better understanding of the purpose of
the practice.

The following statement from non-farm respondents in Chowan County
revealed the following threats:

Solar Farms And Wind Turbines Take Up Valuable Farmland

e Housing Developments Threaten Farmland

e Farmers Don’t Have Heirs Interested In Continuing Family Farms
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e Small Farms Are Disappearing, While Big Farms Are Getting Bigger

e Corporate Farms Are Unsustainable In Chowan County

e Overuse Of Pesticides And Chemicals

e Lack Of Price Supports For Small Farmers

¢ Industrial Farms Threaten Small Farmers

e Taxes

e (Cost Of Regulations

e Over Harvest Of Forests, Trees Not Replanted

e Limited Interest In Farming

e Unable To Hire And Keep Good Workers

e Algae Bloom And Flooding

e Global Warming And Adverse Weather

e High Cost Of Start-Up Prevents Young People From Entering Farming
Profession

Potential opportunities as seen by non-farm residents:

e Unique Crops/Orchards

e Promote Farm To Table Environment

e Environmental Resources—Bees And Birds

¢ Small Niche Crops

e Appreciation Of Locally Grown Organic Produce For Taste And Health
Benefits

o Efficiencies From Technology

e New Uses For Crops

e Organic Produce

e Grapes For Wine Production

e Farmers Markets/Seafood Market

e Hunting Businesses

e Consulting Opportunities

e Reasonable Cost Of Land

e Progressive Thinking Farmers

e Voluntary Ag Districts And Enhanced Voluntary Ag Districts
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Non-farm citizens value Chowan County agriculture, but education is needed
to help citizens understand the true picture of today’s agriculture. The non-
farm residents surveyed however did want to embrace agriculture and see it
expand as noted in the opportunities listed by this target audience.

One respondent stated that ‘farming is an essential way of life in Chowan
County, and part of our culture and heritage.’
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Recommendations

The major result of the Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan is a set
of recommendations with actions steps that, when implemented, will bring
about desired change. These steps are based on input from the citizens
affected by the plan as well as from other agricultural sources. The following
recommendations are extrapolated from the data obtained through
interviews and surveys of Chowan County farmers, agribusinesses and
citizens and data from USDA and NCDA&CS.

For this plan to be effective, Chowan County citizen leaders, agencies and
organizations must follow through with support and collaboration of these
recommendations. This plan needs to be evaluated annually to keep it up to
date and viable. The annual update will ensure that recommendations are
being accomplished and new ones added as needed. Following are
recommendations that can be used to maintain and enhance agriculture in
Chowan County.

Recommendation One:
Support Measures To Protect And Promote Forest And Farmland In
Chowan County.

Endorsement, certification and advocacy of the Chowan County Agricultural
Development Plan are critical to protecting and enhancing agriculture in the
county. Once the plan is endorsed by the Chowan County Board of
Commissioners and certified by the North Carolina Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, the county will receive priority status for funding
from the NCDA&CS’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation
Trust Fund for agricultural projects. Though residents largely support
agriculture, added education and understanding is needed. County officials
should be informed of agricultural information affecting Chowan County.
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Action Steps

Present the Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan to the Board
of Commissioners for endorsement and submit to NCDA&CS for
certification.

Appoint a Chowan County Agriculture Advisory Board to oversee and
manage the plan for the benefit of agriculture in the county.

Annually review the plan for progress and addition of any needed new
recommendations.

Utilize all available media outlets to inform county leadership and the
public about the plan’s progress and success.

Develop and implement an educational program for farmers and
landowners regarding available farmland preservation tools and
incentives suited for Chowan County.

Educate landowners and farmers of the benefits of Present Value
Taxation that will encourage enrollment.

Encourage local government, economic developers, land developers,
planners, the North Carolina Division of Coastal Management and the
North Carolina Department of Transportation to work with the Chowan
County Agricultural Advisory Board to informing and engaging them in
county projects that will impact agricultural production.

Timeline:

County Commissioners should endorse the Chowan County Agricultural
Development Plan by March 2018. Efforts to increase agricultural awareness

and representation should begin in mid-2018.

Responsible Parties:

Chowan County Agricultural Advisory Board, Chowan County Cooperative
Extension, Albemarle Soil and Water Conservation District, North Carolina
Forest Service, Chowan County Economic Development, Chowan County
Planning and Inspections Department, and Chowan County Board of

Commissioners.
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Recommendation Two:

Promote And Increase Enrollment In Voluntary Agricultural District
(VAD) And Adopt And Implement Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural
District (EVAD) Programs

Chowan County has Voluntary Agricultural District ordinance that was
adopted in 2009. To date, 26 farms have enrolled 8,539 acres. However, more
farmers need to be aware of the benefits of enrollment in VAD and EVAD.

Action Steps:

e The Chowan County Agricultural Advisory Board will provide
leadership in promoting the Chowan VAD ordinance.

e The Chowan County Commissioners will investigate the benefits of
adopting an Enhanced VAD ordinance.

e Design and implement a marketing plan using all available media to
educate farmers, landowners, developers and realtors on the benefits of
VAD ordinance.

e Have appropriate agency staff encourage and assist landowners with
understanding and enrollment in VAD.

Timeline:

Targeted promotion of VAD and the investigation of the benefits of EVAD
should begin during the second quarter of 2018.

Responsible Parties:

Chowan Agricultural Development Advisory Board, in conjunction with
Chowan County Cooperative Extension, will lead the process of creating the
EVAD ordinance. The following agencies will cooperate: Chowan Farm Bureau
Board, Albemarle Soil and Water Conservation District, USDA Farm Service
Agency and Natural Resource Conservation Service, Chowan County Tax
Office, Chowan County Register of Deeds, Chowan County Economic
Development, Chowan County Planning and Inspections Department and
Chowan County Board of Commissioners.
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Recommendation Three:
Develop And Conduct Programs To Assist Chowan County Farm And
Forest Landowners With Farm Transition Planning.

The average age of farmers in Chowan County was 55.5 years in 2012.
According to surveyed farmers, none have formal farm transition plans.
Additionally, interviews with farm lending authorities showed lack of farm
transition planning as a leading concern about the future of agriculture in the
area.

Action Steps:

¢ Plan and conduct a series of workshops that uses a variety of specialists
and agencies to provide information on farm transition and estate
planning.

e Develop an apprenticeship program in which young farmers work with
experienced producers to learn more about agricultural production and
gain more knowledge about transition opportunities.

o Identify farmers willing to investigate innovative strategies for farm
transition with beginning farmers.

Timeline:

Farm transition workshops should start in the fall of 2018 and repeated
yearly. In the spring of 2019, a study should be conducted on the feasibility
and interest in a farm apprenticeship/mentoring program.

Responsible Parties:

Chowan County Agricultural Advisory Board, Chowan County Cooperative
Extension, Chowan County Farm Bureau, Ag Carolina/Farm Credit, University
of Mount Olive Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center, local attorneys and
agricultural economic specialists.

41



Recommendation Four:
Promote Appreciation And Awareness Of The Benefits Of Agriculture To
Chowan Elected Officials And Citizens.

Today, the majority of the general population is removed from farming and
agribusiness. The public needs to understand the importance of agriculture to
the local economy. Additionally, non-farm residents need to appreciate where
food and fiber is produced. Understanding agriculture will provide stronger
relationships between producers and consumers as well as additional support
local farms.

Action Steps:

e Develop a comprehensive agriculture awareness plan and determine all
feasible delivery presence such as social media, speakers’ bureau, print
and broadcast media.

¢ Conduct annual farm tour to promote Chowan diverse agricultural
operations including forestry, row crop farming, roadside markets,
specialty crops and agritourism.

e Develop presentations that show the role of agriculture in Chowan
County to be shared with civic, school and religious organizations.

e Expand and promote events that highlight the local foods movement.

e Involve 4-H and FFA members in the promotion of agriculture.

Timeline:

Efforts should begin after the adoption of the Chowan County Agricultural
Development Plan in 2018.

Responsible Parties:

Chowan County Agricultural Advisory Board, Chowan County Cooperative
Extension, Chowan County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, North Carolina
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, University of Mount Olive
Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center, USDA Farm Service Agency, Albemarle Soil
and Water Conservation District, and Edenton-Chowan Public Schools.
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Recommendation Five:
Expand and Support Youth Agricultural Educational Programs.

Agribusiness leaders, farmers and non-farm residents were all in favor of
youth agricultural education as an important to the future of agriculture in
Chowan County.

Action Steps:

e Encourage youth to actively participate in all agricultural organizations
such as FFA and 4-H in order to develop leadership skills and
agricultural experiences.

e Support teacher training for the expansion of the NC Farm Bureau Ag in
the Classroom curriculum for primary and elementary students.

e Work with funders, both public and private, to provide needed
resources for 4-H and FFA programs.

e Promote agriculture as part of the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) initiative in the public school system.

e Coordinate and promote summer high school and college internships
with agricultural enterprises.

Timeline:

Coordinated programming efforts will begin in the spring of 2018 and
continue as planned throughout the year.

Responsible Parties:

Chowan County Cooperative Extension, Edenton-Chowan Public Schools,
regional colleges and universities, Chowan County Farm Bureau, Chowan
County farmers and agribusiness owners.
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Recommendation Six:
Develop Technical, Business and Marketing Training for the
Maintenance and Expansion of Agriculture in Chowan County.

Chowan County farmers expressed a need for training in numerous areas
relating to changes, growth and opportunities in agriculture.

Action Steps:

e Develop an information network of support agencies and people who
can assist new and existing farmers with training and knowledge as
they plan and begin new enterprises.

e Conduct training on business planning that will enhance farmer
knowledge about forward pricing and hedging, identifying and
managing risks, and direct to consumer marketing of products

e Offer training experiences in timber management, development of a
forestry management plan, and pine straw sales.

e Educate farmers on the new revenue opportunities for food product
sales and agricultural services to the growing population centers near
Chowan County.

Timeline:

Programming efforts will begin in late 2018. Schedules for trainings,
workshops and conferences will be developed by members of the
implementation team.

Responsible parties:

Chowan County Cooperative Extension, University of Mount Olive Lois G. Britt

Agribusiness Center, NC Forest Service, NCDA&CS, USDA Natural Resources
Conservation District, and the Chowan County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors.
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Appendixes

Chowan County Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance
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	Chowan County Agricultural Producer Survey
	1. Introduction
	Your input is needed to create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will show the current state of agriculture and forestry, outline the challenges and opportunities for agriculture and forestry that exist, and develop recommendations to help maintain family farms and forests in Chowan County. The general public, agribusinesses, producers and landowners are targeted audiences for this survey. If the comprehensive strategies are to be meaningful, they need to be shaped by the input of the farm and forest producers. Your responses will help us to understand the needs of agriculture.  The University of Mount Olive received a grant from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund to create agricultural development plans for Chowan, Currituck, Pasquotank and Perquimans Counties. The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College is directing the project.   Many challenges face agriculture such as a heightened awareness of the relationships between farm uses and other land uses. Farms and forests, when located adjacent to industries, military installations and communities, are considered "compatible use partners" and provide numerous benefits to the county and its residents. A comprehensive strategy will assist with the county’s agriculture and land use policies and programs as well as develop these compatible partnerships. The Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan will provide that strategy.  The intent of this plan is neither to limit nor restrict landowners' rights and uses. The plan will increase awareness of agricultural development opportunities and appreciation of agriculture and forestry. The preservation of agriculture is important to the well being of family farms as well as to county and its economy. However, the ultimate decision of agricultural development rests in the hands of the landowners of farms and forests.  Please note that all information will be strictly confidential. Responses to the surveys will remain anonymous and are not identifiable. Your participation in this study is strictly voluntary.  Thank you for your interest and participation. If you have additional concerns or questions please contact semory@umo.edu or 910-290-1002.


	Chowan County Agricultural Producer Survey
	2. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER SURVEY
	You should complete this survey ONLY IF you have income in excess of $1000 from the production of crops, livestock, or aquaculture OR if you own timberland OR if you receive income from renting farm acreage.  All information is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL as referenced on introduction page.


	Chowan County Agricultural Producer Survey
	3. CURRENT STATE OF AGRICULTURE
	Please tell us the type and the size of your farm/forest enterprise(s) in the following categories.
	1. Please answer each item as appropriate for your operation:
	2. Help us understand more about your operations. Please select the statement that best describes your operation:
	3. How long has your farm/forest been in operation?
	4. What is your age?
	5. Is farming/forestry your primary occupation?
	6. What percentage of your household income comes from your farm or forest operation?
	7. Have you, in the past 5 years, expanded your farm or forest operations?
	8. If you did not expand, what were the primary reasons? (Check ALL that apply)
	9. Do you currently own sufficient property to expand or diversify your farm/forest operation?
	10. How much longer do you plan to operate your farm/forest?
	11. Of the issues listed below which do you anticipate to most influence your operation in the next five years: (Check ALL that apply)
	12. When you retire, what do you expect to do with your farm/forestland?
	13. Do you currently have a farm transition plan/estate plan?
	14. Have you shared your thoughts of farm transition with your family members?
	15. If you have forestland, do you have a written forestry management plan to follow?
	16. Is your farm or forest enrolled in Chowan County's deferred present use value tax program?
	17. If your operation is involved in the production of produce, have you obtained Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) certification for your farm to assure food safety?
	18. If you are a landowner, do you currently lease any of your property for: (Check ALL that apply)
	19. If you do lease land, how many acres do you lease?
	20. Have you had neighbor problems concerning your farming or forestry operation?
	21. If you answered yes to the previous question, what was the nature of the complaint? (Check ALL that apply)
	22. Please answer each question presented below:
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	4. FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE
	Please answer the following questions about the future of agriculture and opportunities for agriculture.
	1. Do you think local government funding should support agricultural development?
	2. The military presence in northeastern NC is important to the economy of the state as is agriculture. Do you feel there is opportunity for market-based compatible use incentives to be arranged between the military and farm and forest landowners?
	3. Do you think educating non-farming citizens about the economic and social contributions of farming/forestry will increase community support for farms/forests and improve your operating conditions?
	4. Of the taxes listed below, please select the top three that you feel impose an unreasonable burden to agriculture/agribusiness.
	5. Do you see agritourism as an expansion/diversification opportunity for agriculture and agribusiness in Chowan County?
	6. Is it important to promote agriculture and forestry as career opportunities?
	7. Agriculture, horticulture, forestry and agribusiness should be taught in: (Check ALL that apply.)
	8. Would you consider training an intern/young farmer within your farming operation to encourage the next generation to enter production agriculture?
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	5. TRAINING AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
	Please answer the following questions about training and business development opportunities to maintain the viability of your farm or forest.
	1. Select which of these potential trainings you would attend: (Check ALL that apply)
	2. Would you attend training on business planning such as these: (Check ALL that apply)
	3. Would you attend training on Estate Planning and Farm/Forest Transition?
	4. Would you attend training on how to apply for federal and state contracts for your products?
	5. Both opportunities and threats exist for agriculture and agribusiness in Chowan County.
	6. Please add any additional comments you may have about agriculture and forestry in Currituck County.
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	6. THANK YOU!
	Your time and effort on this survey will help create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will provide recommendations for both short and long-term strategies to support agriculture and forestry in Chowan County. Once the plan is written, it will be presented to the county commissioners for endorsement. Once it is endorsed, it will be sent to NC Department of Agriculture for certification. When the plan is certified, the county will receive priority status for funding from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund.   If you have any questions or would like more details, please contact Ed Emory at semory@umo.edu or at 910-290-1002.
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	Chowan Agricultural Business Survey
	1. Introduction
	Your input is needed to create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will contain the current state of agriculture and forestry, outline the challenges and opportunities for agriculture and forestry that exist, and develop recommendations to help maintain family farms and forests in Chowan County. The general public, agribusinesses, producers and landowners are targeted audiences for this survey. Many of Chowan County’s agribusinesses are individual, independent operations with unique interests, needs and concerns. If the Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan is to be meaningful, it needs to be shaped by the input of agribusiness owners.  The University of Mount Olive received a grant from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund to create agricultural development plans for Chowan, Currituck, Pasquotank, and Perquimans Counties. The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College is directing the project.  Many challenges face agriculture such as a heightened awareness of the relationships between farm uses and other land uses. Farms and forests, when located adjacent to industries, military installations and communities, are considered "compatible use partners" and provide numerous benefits to the county and its residents. A comprehensive strategy will assist with the county’s agriculture and land use policies and programs as well as develop these compatible partnerships. The Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan will provide that strategy.  The intent of this plan is neither to limit nor restrict landowners' rights and uses. The plan will increase awareness of agricultural development opportunities and appreciation of agriculture and forestry. The preservation of agriculture is important to the well being of family farms as well as to county and its economy. However, the ultimate decision of agricultural development rests in the hands of the landowners of farms and forests.  Please note that all information will be strictly confidential. Responses to the surveys will remain anonymous and are not identifiable.  Your participation in this study is strictly voluntary. Thank you for your interest and participation. If you have additional concerns or questions please contact Ed Emory at semory@umo.edu or 910-290-1002.
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	2. AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS SURVEY
	Please complete this survey ONLY if you own a business that is tied to agriculture, aquaculture and/or forestry through services, trainings, products, manufacturing, processing, etc.  All information is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL as referenced on introduction page.
	1. What type of agribusiness do you operate?  (Check ALL that apply)
	2. How many people do you employ in Chowan County? (Please provide number of employees)
	3. How long has this business been in operation?
	4. Approximately what percentage of your business comes from the farm/forest community?



	Chowan Agricultural Business Survey
	3. OVERVIEW OF LAST FIVE YEARS
	Please help us understand what has occurred in your business in the LAST five years.
	1. Have you increased your operation size in the last five years?
	2. Have you added service area to hold or expand your market share in the last five years?
	3. Have you increased agricultural inventories and sales in the last five years?
	4. If you have NOT expanded in the last 5 years what are the primary reasons? (Check ALL that apply)
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	4. OVERVIEW OF NEXT FIVE YEARS
	Please help us understand what you foresee for your business in the NEXT five years.
	1. Do you expect to increase your operation size in the next five years?
	2. Do you expect to increase the number of employees at your place of business in the next five years?
	3. Do you expect to add new product lines or services for farm/forestry operators in the next five years?
	4. Do you expect to add new product lines or services for non farmers in the next five years?
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	5. TRENDS IN AGRICULTURE
	1. What agricultural trends have you observed in Chowan County? (Check ALL that apply)
	2. Based on what you have observed, will you modify your business to adapt to these trends?
	3. If yes, what modifications will you make?


	Chowan Agricultural Business Survey
	6. THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE
	1. Is transition/estate planning an issue facing agribusinesses in Chowan County?
	2. Do agribusiness owners need assistance with transition/estate planning?
	3. Is it important that agriculture and agribusinesses be promoted as career opportunities?
	4. Is it important to have neighbor and/or community education about the importance of agriculture and agribusiness in Chowan County?
	5. Do you have labor issues at your business?
	6. If you answered yes to the above question, what issues do you face? (Check all that apply)
	7. Is there a need for consumer education on the economic impact of buying "local" in Chowan County?
	8. Is there a need for youth agriculture education to be taught in the schools of Chowan County?
	9. Do you see agritourism as an expansion/diversification opportunity for agriculture/agribusiness in Chowan County?
	10. For your business to succeed, what topics are most important to you?  (Check ALL that apply)
	11. Would you support county government funding of agricultural development?
	12. Both opportunities and threats exist for agriculture and agribusiness in Chowan County.
	13. Please add any additional comments you may have about agriculture and forestry in Chowan County.
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	7. THANK YOU!
	Your time and effort on this survey will help create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will provide recommendations for both short and long-term strategies to support agriculture and forestry in Chowan County. Once the plan is written, it will be presented to the county commissioners for endorsement. Once it is endorsed, it will be sent to NC Department of Agriculture for certification. When the plan is certified, the county will receive priority status for funding from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund.   If you have any questions or would like more details, please contact Ed Emory at semory@umo.edu or at 910-290-1002.
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	Chowan County Non-Farm Resident Survey
	1. Introduction
	Your help is needed to create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will contain the current state of agriculture and forestry, outline the challenges and opportunities for agriculture and forestry that exist, and develop recommendations to help maintain family farms and forests in Chowan County. The general public, agribusinesses, producers and landowners are targeted audiences for this survey. Non-farm resident participation is essential to ensure that views on open space, values placed on farms and forests, and impacts of development are part of the plan.  The word "agriculture" in this survey refers to farms (row crops, livestock, fruits/vegetables, flowers/plants, aquaculture) and forests.  The University of Mount Olive received a grant from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund to create agricultural development plans for Chowan, Currituck, Pasquotank and Perquimmans Counties. The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at the University of Mount Olive is directing the project.    Many challenges face agriculture such as a heightened awareness of the relationships between farm uses and other land uses. Farms and forests, when located adjacent to industries, military installations and communities, are considered "compatible use partners" and provide numerous benefits to the county and its residents. A comprehensive strategy will assist with the county’s agriculture and land use policies and programs as well as develop these compatible partnerships. The Chowan County Agricultural Development Plan will provide that strategy.  The intent of this plan is neither to limit nor restrict landowners' rights and uses. The plan will increase awareness of agricultural development opportunities and appreciation of agriculture and forestry. The preservation of agriculture is important to the well being of family farms as well as to county and its economy. However, the ultimate decision of agricultural development rests in the hands of the landowners of farms and forests.  Please note that all information will be strictly confidential. Responses to the surveys will remain anonymous and are not identifiable. Your participation in this study is strictly voluntary.  Thank you for your interest and participation. If you have additional concerns or questions please contact semory@umo.edu or 9190-290-1002.


	Chowan County Non-Farm Resident Survey
	2. Non-Farm Resident Survey
	1. Please tell us, by town and/or community, where you live in Chowan County:
	2. How long have you lived in Chowan County?
	3. Please answer each question below:
	4. When was the last time that you visited a farm or timber operation?
	5. Which statement best represents your view of Chowan County agriculture?
	6. Can you estimate the size of Chowan County's agricultural industry?
	7. Do you feel that Chowan County should take steps to help preserve farms and forests?
	8. How do you support the agricultural economy of Chowan County? (Check ALL that apply)
	9. How do you verify that the produce you purchase comes from local farmers? (Check ALL that apply)
	10. Have you ever experienced problems with a farm or forest neighbor regarding any of the following? (Check ALL that apply)
	11. If you had problems with a farm or forest neighbor, how did you resolve them?
	12. When you dealt with the above issues, how did you feel about the resolution?
	13. Please tell us whether you agree or disagree with the following statements: (PLEASE SELECT A RESPONSE FOR EACH ITEM PRESENTED).
	14. Would you support farm and forest preservation efforts in Chowan County?
	15. Would you support the use of county government funds for farm and forest development?
	16. Both opportunities and threats exist for agriculture and agribusiness in Chowan County.
	17. Please add any additional comments you may have about agriculture and forestry in Chowan County.


	Chowan County Non-Farm Resident Survey
	3. Thank you!
	Your time and effort on this survey will help create an Agricultural Development Plan for Chowan County. This plan will provide recommendations for both short and long-term strategies to support agriculture and forestry in Chowan County. Once the plan is written, it will be presented to the county commissioners for endorsement. Once it is endorsed, it will be sent to NC Department of Agriculture for certification. When the plan is certified, the county will receive priority status for funding from NC Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund.   If you have any questions or would like more details, please contact Ed Emory at semory@umo.edu or at 910-290-1002.
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