
 
 
March 23, 2009 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Parties interested in providing euthanasia training 
 
From: Lee Hunter, Director 
 Animal Welfare Section 
 NCDA&CS 
 
Subject: Rules on the euthanasia of animals 
 Notification of opportunity to provide training 
 
The NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is notifying you of the 
opportunity to provide euthanasia training to select animal shelter personnel.  The 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services encourages you to consider offering 
your expertise toward training euthanasia technicians.   
 
The General Assembly required that the Board of Agriculture adopt rules on the 
euthanasia of animals at animal shelters.  Those rules have now passed and represent 
a significant milestone in ensuring that all euthanasia conducted at animal shelters is 
done in a humane manner.  The rules include the following requirements:   
 

□ Training requirement for those performing euthanasia of animals at registered 
facilities 

□ Written tests for those wishing to become certified euthanasia technicians 
(CET) 

□ Practical examinations to ensure CETs can perform euthanasia in a humane 
manner 

□ Required training must be conducted by trainers approved by the AWS 
 
Please note that the euthanasia rules, excerpted below, allow training sessions to be 
conducted by organizations or individuals. 
 

02 NCAC 52J .0408 TRAINERS 
(a) Certified Euthanasia Technician training shall be provided by the Animal Welfare 
Section or by companies or individuals meeting the following criteria: 

(1) Possess working knowledge of euthanasia conducted according to this 
Section; 

(2) Have actual experience in euthanasia of animals; 
(3) Have experience training staff in euthanasia; and 
(4) Provide references from individuals or organizations previously trained. 

(b)  Information taught shall conform to this Section and the guidelines set forth by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States or 
the American Humane Association. 
(c)  Trainers shall disclose to their students and the Animal Welfare Section any 
affiliations with suppliers of equipment or supplies used in euthanasia. 
(d)  The Animal Welfare Section may make unannounced audit of instruction and testing 
by trainers. 



 
(e) Prior to providing euthanasia training leading to certification as a Euthanasia 
Technician, the person or company shall obtain approval before each class for its training 
program from the Animal Welfare Section. 

 
Because of significant State budget constraints we are unable to automatically provide 
you with a printed copy of the euthanasia rules.  Instead, you may obtain a copy of the 
rules through our web site:  www.ncaws.com  If you are unable to access the internet 
please contact our office at (919) 715-7111 to request a printed copy of the rules. 
 
Interested parties can obtain an Application to train certified euthanasia technicians 
on our web site.  Authorization to provide training will be given by a committee within 
NCDA&CS, notification will be sent to you and authorized classes will be posted on our 
web site.  Individuals interested in receiving training will contract directly with you. 
 
During the next month the AWS will hold a series of lectures across the state to inform 
interested parties about the content of the rules and to allow people to ask questions.  
Meetings will take place in the evening to allow the maximal number of people to attend.  
The AWS Outreach Coordinator is arranging meeting dates and locations, please watch 
our web site for details. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact your inspector or this office. 
 
 
 


