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.02 NCAC 52J .0203 OUTDOOR FACILITIES 
(a)  In outdoor facilities that are subject to the Animal Welfare Act, primary enclosures and walkways with 
which an animal comes in contact shall be constructed of sealed concrete or other surfaces impervious to 
moisture.  Gravel may be used if maintained at a minimum depth of six inches and kept in a sanitary manner. 
(b)  Dogs and cats kept outdoors shall be provided housing to allow them to remain dry and comfortable during 
inclement weather.  Housing shall be constructed of material which is impervious to moisture and which can 
be disinfected.  One house shall be available for each animal within each enclosure except for a mother and 
its unweaned offspring. 
(c)  In addition to housing, the enclosure shall provide protection from excessive sun and inclement weather. 
(d)  Animal owners shall be advised at the time of reservation and admission if the animal will be kept in 
outside facilities. 
(e)  A suitable method of drainage shall be provided. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 19A-24; 

Eff. April 1, 1984; 
Amended Eff. Pending Legislative Review; January 1, 2005. 

 
02 NCAC 52J .0210 VETERINARY CARE 
(a)  A written program of veterinary care to include disease control and prevention, vaccination, euthanasia, 
and adequate veterinary care shall be established with the assistance of a licensed veterinarian by any person 
who is required to be licensed or registered under the Animal Welfare Act, Article 3 of Chapter 19A of the 
General Statutes. 
(b)  If there is a disease problem that persists for more than 30 days at the facility, the facility operator shall 
obtain and follow a veterinarian's written recommendations for correcting the problem. 
(c)  Each dog and cat shall be observed daily by the animal caretaker in charge, or by someone under his 
direct supervision.  Sick or diseased, injured, lame, or blind dogs or cats shall be provided with veterinary care 
or be euthanized, provided that this shall not affect compliance with any state or local law requiring the 
holding, for a specified period, of animals suspected of being diseased.  If euthanasia is performed at a 
certified facility, a list of personnel approved to perform euthanasia shall be maintained in a Policy and 
Procedure Manual as described in 02 NCAC 52J .0800.  Diseased or deformed animals shall be sold or 
adopted only under the policy set forth in the "Program of Veterinary Care."  Full written disclosure of the 
medical condition of the animal shall be provided to the new owner. 
(d)  All animals in a licensed or registered facility shall be in compliance with the North Carolina rabies law, 
G.S. 130A, Article 6, Part 6.  However, no shelter shall be disapproved following inspection or otherwise cited 
for failure to inoculate any dog or cat known to be less than 12 weeks old or until such animals have been in 
the shelter at least 15 days. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 19A-24; 

Eff. April 1, 1984; 
Amended Eff. Pending Legislative Review; January 1, 2005. 
 

02 NCAC 52J .0302 PRIMARY ENCLOSURES USED IN TRANSPORTING DOGS AND CATS 
(a)  Primary enclosures such as compartments or transport cages, cartons, or crates used by persons subject 
to the Animal Welfare Act to transport cats and dogs shall be constructed, ventilated and designed to protect 
the health and insure the safety of the animals.  Such enclosures shall be constructed or positioned in the 
vehicle in such a manner that: 

(1) Each animal in the vehicle has sufficient fresh air for normal breathing. 
(2) The openings of such enclosures are easily accessible for emergency removals at all times. 
(3) The animals are adequately protected from the elements. 

The ambient temperature shall be maintained between 50 degrees F and 85 degrees F.  A shelter shall be 
deemed as being in compliance if its vehicles' animal containment units are equipped with operable air-
conditioning, forced-air cooling and heating or other temperature control mechanisms. 
(b)  Animals transported in the same primary enclosure shall be of the same species.  Puppies or kittens less 
than four months of age shall not be transported in the same primary enclosure with adult dogs and cats other 
than their dams. 
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(c)  Primary enclosures used to transport dogs and cats shall be large enough for each animal to turn about 
freely, and to easily stand, sit, or lie down in a natural position.  Primary enclosures used to transport dogs and 
cats shall be secured to the vehicle to prevent sliding or tipping of the enclosure during transit. 
(d)  Animals shall not be placed in primary enclosures over other animals in transit unless such enclosure is 
constructed so as to prevent animal excreta from entering lower enclosures. 
(e)  All primary enclosures used to transport dogs and cats shall be sanitized between use for shipments. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 19A-24; 

Eff. April 1, 1984; 
Amended Eff. Pending Legislative Review; January 1, 2005. 

 


