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September 28, 2010
Mr. Robert Richardson, Animal Control Lead Officer

Halifax County Animal Shelter
568 Dog Pound Road
Halifax, North Carolina  27839
Re:      Failure to Comply with Minimum Facility Standards under the NC Animal Welfare Act
Dear Mr. Richardson:

In my capacity as Assistant Attorney General I represent and advise the staff of the Animal Welfare Section of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.  This section is responsible for enforcing state laws and regulations applicable to boarding kennels, pet shops and public and private animal shelters.  I believe that you have a copy of those laws and rules in your possession.  You may view them online at  http://www.agr.state.nc.us/vet/aws/
The Section’s records indicate that your community maintains an animal shelter:

Halifax County Animal Shelter

568 Dog Pound Road

Halifax, North Carolina  27839

The Section has determined that this facility has failed to comply with the applicable laws and regulations, as reported in the enclosed copy of its most recent inspection report.  When the section’s inspector conducted a follow-up inspection on August 23, 2010, he found that substandard conditions found previously had not been corrected.  The substandard conditions he found were:


a)  Resting surfaces in dog kennels need repair or replacement;


b)  Chain link fencing on some of the dog kennels needs repair;


c)  Some kennels need drain covers;


d)  The floor in the dog enclosure needs to be sealed.
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Would you please provide the Animal Welfare Section with a specific date when you expect that the shelter will have remedied these deficiencies?  We would appreciate a reply to this letter by no later than seven days from the date you receive this letter due to the length of time that the
shelter has been out of compliance. Please feel free to respond directly to the Animal Welfare Section by fax or by letter.  The address and fax number appears on the enclosed report.

If you have any questions about the applicable law or the shelter’s status, please feel free to speak with me or with Dr. Lee Hunter, the Section’s director.

Sincerely,

Barry H. Bloch

Assistant Attorney General

North Carolina Department of Justice

Enclosure

Copy to:          Dr. Lee Hunter, DVM

                        Director, Animal Welfare Section, NCDA&CS
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