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Dear NC Veterinarian,

As a result of the earthquake in Haiti, it is probable that North Carolina will receive repatriated
citizens from Haiti. Pets and other animals may accompany these people into North Carolina. Events
in Haiti have been traumatic,and it is likely that normal protocols for importation of animals may
not be followed. Therefore, please be advised of the following conditions and requirements.

If any animal is suspect of infection with screwworm, it must be reported to the North
Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service (NCDA&CS) immediately per 02

NCAC 52C.0603. Report by telephone to 919-733-7601. Detailed information on screwworm
myiasis can be found beginning on page 383 of the USAHA “Gray Book” located at:
http://www.usaha.org/pubs/fad.pdf.

Swine (to include pot bellied pigs) and Ruminants. These species are prohibited from entry into
the United States from Haiti. If you suspect illegal entry of these species, please immediately contact
the State Veterinarian's office at (919) 733-7601.

Dogs, Cats, and Ferrets. In North Carolina all dogs, cats and ferrets are required to be vaccinated
against rabies by four months of age per NCGS 130A-185. Requirements for bringing dogs and cats
into the United States are specified by the CDC at:
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/animal/dogs.htm. This guidance states, in part:

A general certificate of health is not required by CDC for entry of pet dogs into the United
States. However, pet dogs are subject to inspection at ports of entry and may be denied entry
into the United States if they have evidence of an infectious disease that can be transmitted
to humans.

Proof of Rabies Vaccination: Dogs must have a certificate showing they have been vaccinated
against rabies at least 30 days prior to entry into the United States.
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Importation of Unvaccinated Dogs: Dogs not accompanied by proof of rabies vaccination,
including those that are too young to be vaccinated (i.e. less than 3 months of age), may be
admitted if the importer completes a confinement agreement (CDC Form 75.37) and
confines the animal until it is considered adequately vaccinated against rabies (the vaccine is
not considered effective until 30 days after the date of vaccination).

Additionally the State of North Carolina governs importation of dogs, cats and ferrets into the state
under NCGS 130A-193 which states all domestic dogs, cats, and ferrets entering North Carolina
must have a health certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian within 30 days of the date of entry
into the state, and NCGS 130A-185 states that animals four months of age and older must also have
a current rabies vaccination and rabies certificate. Haiti is a country that is endemic for the canine
variant of rabies virus. The United States was declared free of this variant in 2007.

Pet Birds and other Avian Species. Birds will require testing and possible quarantine at a USDA
approved quarantine facility, depending on their species and history. If you become aware of any
avian that may have originated from Haiti, please immediately contact the State Veterinarian’s
office at (919) 733-7601.

Horses. Horses may be imported into the United States from Haiti only after meeting all testing
and treatment requirements while under USDA quarantine, to include screwworm inspection. Haiti

is affected with screwworm and appropriate conditions for import can be read at:

http: //www.aphis.usda.gov/import export/animals/live animals.shtml.

If you have any other questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you for
your attention to this matter and the expertise that you provide in protecting our animal population
from foreign animal disease introduction. Regards.

Sincerely,
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David T. Marshall, DVM Carl Williams, DVM
State Veterinarian State Public Health Veterinarian
NCDA&CS NC DHHS
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