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PEST ALERT
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KUDZU BUG (BEAN PLATASPID)
Scientific Name: Megacopta cribraria Fabricius
Other Common Names:  Globular Stink Bug, Lablab Bug
Hosts: Kudzu, soybeans, butter beans, lespedeza, wisteria, sweet potatoes, cotton, Chinese privet, wheat, potatoes, 

  and citrus.
Distribution: Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, 


  Thailand, and Vietnam.
Key Identification Features:

· Adults are 4-6 mm in length, oblong, olive-green in color with brown speckles 
(Figure 1).  Legs have only 2 

tarsal segments.

· Nymphs are yellowish with scalloped edges and long white hairs (Figure 2).
· Eggs are usually laid in two rows on the underside of leaves. Each row may contain 10-12 eggs. They are pinkish in color with sharp points around the top (Figure 3).
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   Figure 1




          Figure 2




     Figure 3
Economic Importance:


The kudzu bug, as its name implies, is a voracious feeder on kudzu.  While this is a good thing, it also has a big appetite for legume crops. These include butter beans and soybeans.  In China, the bugs show a preference for petioles and pods resulting in wilting and poor seed set.  In the United States, they have been observed feeding on leaves, petioles, and stems.  There is not enough data yet to determine if they are causing yield losses (Figure 4).

They are also a nuisance because as autumn approaches, they leave their feeding sites and congregate in huge numbers on nearby houses usually on the sunlit southern and eastern exposures.  Much like the Asian Lady Beetle, they seem to prefer light-colored surfaces. When disturbed they emit the characteristic foul odor (Figure 5).
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  Figure 4



 
        

    Figure 5

U. S. Distribution: (Figure 6)
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Kudzu Bug Detections in the Southeast
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Control:

   Exterior

· Excluding the bugs from the home is paramount. Homeowners should ensure that screening is placed over possible entry points. Make sure window screens are tight-fitting and without any holes.

· Make sure that the soffit, ridge, and gable vents are screened.
· Where pipes enter the house and screening is not practical, pack steel wool into the openings.

· Make sure that doors form a tight seal when closed, and install doorsweeps at the bottom if needed.

  Interior

· If the bugs do get inside, they should not be crushed because that will leave a stain, and the resulting odor may be hard to eliminate.

· It is best to use a vacuum cleaner with a bag to collect the bugs. Remove the bag, seal it tightly, and place it in the freezer for a couple of hours to ensure that all the bugs are dead. Then dispose of the bag.

Additional Reading:


http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/pest_alerts/bean-plataspid-pest-alert.html

http://www.gabugs.uga.edu/documents/Egeretal2010.pdf

http://www.caes.uga.edu/Publications/displayHTML.cfm?pk_id=7891
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Report observations to:

Dr. Ken Ahlstrom, NCDA&CS 



(919) 733-6930 x236



ken.ahlstrom@ncagr.gov

Dr. Dominic Reisig, NCSU



(252) 793-4428 x133



dominic_reisig@ncsu.edu
