
Commissioner’s column 

  It has been a very busy time at the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, maybe even busier than normal, and that is saying a lot.  

There was a flurry of activity near the end of the legislative session as the legislature 
debated the N.C. Farm Act, which included limitations on judgements in nuisance lawsuits and 
discussions about what constitutes milk under Food and Drug Administration rules.  

  Over the past month I have attended two rallies in support of North Carolina farmers, 
particularly hog farmers in the wake of nuisance lawsuits in the courts now.  

  As of press time, juries have ruled against hog farms in two of the cases. Another case is 
being heard.  

 In both cases, jurors were not allowed to visit farms that were the subject of the nuisance 
suits, which I believe was unfair to the farmers. We’ll continue to watch these cases, but I am 
concerned what is happening to these farmers could happen to any farmer in the state.  

  It costs a lot to defend oneself in a court of law, even if you have not done anything 
wrong. 

  Farms are the source of all of our food, but unfortunately too many people think food 
comes from the grocery store. While you can most certainly buy it there, not a single product is 
grown in the grocery store.  

  As I told people at the rallies, I believe farmers are not a nuisance, they are a blessing. 
Most of us enjoy the fruits of their labor three times a day. We need to be thanking them for what 
they do to help ensure a safe, abundant and affordable food supply. They are most productive in 
their fields and on their farms, not in a courtroom. 

  On the milk language in the Farm Act, we raised the issue of the liberal use of the term 
“milk,” on a variety of beverages, asking the legislature to support our enforcement of 
misbranded products that use the label of milk, but are a plant-based beverage. We believe there 
is no confusion of law domestically or internationally as it relates to the use of the term milk.  

  Our goal is not to remove these plant-based products from the marketplace, but to ensure 
they are accurately and properly labeled. Current law states that milk must be derived from a 
mammal, not plant-based.  Specifically, it should be from a hooved animal.  

  We see the same value of standards of identity for other foods such as orange juice, 
spring water, ice cream, seafood and milk. 

  The term Milk has no less value than other standardized foods. The consumer should 

expect truth in labeling.  

 I am pleased that FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb recently indicated publicly that FDA 
would be moving to take action on the use of the term milk for non-dairy products. FDA plans to 
take comments at an open meeting July 26 in Washington D.C. We intend to add our voice to 



this issue. I am glad to be seeing movement at the federal level to enforce standards of identity. I 
believe this could be significant for milk producers, and I believe it better informs consumers.  

  Wrapping up an extra busy July was the groundbreaking for the Agricultural Services 
Center, a 220,000 square-foot-facility that will combine labs and office space for the Food and 
Drug Protection, Standards, Veterinary and Structural Pest and Pesticides divisions.  

  This is the biggest building project the department has ever undertaken, and I am excited 
to get it built and online to serve the needs of the residents, farmers and agribusiness industry in 
this state.  

  And, just so you don’t think we are resting, we are a month away from the opening of the 
Mountain State Fair and less than three months away from the opening of the N.C. State Fair. 

 

 

  

   

    

  


