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CAMETs PASS NEW FACES, IDEAS AT  
DEPLOYMENT TESTS

The Companion Animal Mobile Equipment Trailer
(CAMET) is a novel concept in emergency

FALL VET CONFERENCE
VRC SHINES AT ANNUAL EVENT

See Lectures on Page 2

TRAILERS AID TROPICAL STORM, FIRE 
RESPONSES

(CAMET) is a novel concept in emergency
preparedness for our canine and feline companions.
Utilizing private and government funding, 24 trailers
have been equipped and positioned throughout
North Carolina. State and County Emergency
Management have jurisdiction over these trailers,
which house emergency needs for approximately 50
small animals, including a generator, collapsible

The VRC has now made the switch to ServNC, which is
currently the only system we utilize. If you are a
current member and are not receiving
announcements, please check your ServNC account,
which must be completed before you can be approved.
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kennels, flashlights, food serving containers,
identification collars, portable
food lights, plastic liner material,
and a power washer. The CAMETs
do not include perishable items
such as food and medication, nor
do they include water, gasoline, or
the personnel necessary to set up The website to join and complete your membership is

www.servnc.org. The registration process takes about
30 minutes and is very comprehensive. Please be as
complete as possible when you register. This
information is secured and your privacy will be
honored.

Several CAMETs were activated during a
busy 2008 that saw two major events
requiring emergency pet sheltering

the personnel necessary to set up
and run the shelter.

equipment – the Evans Road 
Fire down east and Tropical 
St H hi h ff t d
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See Fire or Rain on Page 3

Storm Hanna, which affected 
most of coastal and central 
North Carolina. 
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Lectures, workshop on the agenda at
2008 North Carolina Veterinary Conference
More than 80 attendees participate in Public Practice Day

Last fall the VRC hosted the Public
Practice Day at the North Carolina
Veterinary Conference. We had an
exciting day packed with information and
new faces. The event began with a

We ended with a biosecurity interactive
workshop where participants donned PPE
and were mock contaminated. We used
the “Germ City Tent” to determine how
well participants were able to doff PPE

More than 80 attendees participate in Public Practice Day

lecture introducing participants to the
VRC and offering details on how to get
involved. Over 80 people were in
attendance, most of whom had never
before heard of the VRC. The day
continued with presentations on various
topics, including animal welfare, rabies,
and USDA programs.

without contaminating their street
clothes. The VRC operated a booth in the
exhibit hall, where several members
explained the role of the corps to dozens
of visitors. Computers were available to
help interested people sign up through
ServNC. Public Practice Day was so much
of a success that the VRC will host it again

VRC COORDINATORS

Jennifer House, DVM

and USDA programs. of a success that the VRC will host it again
in 2009.

Poultry Strike Team Training

STUDENT TRAININGS

The VRC is making an effort to train
veterinarians and technicians while they

UPCOMING EVENTS

Shelly Swaim and Mandy Tolson help register 
volunteers at the VRC booth.

Western Veterinary Specialist
(919) 270‐0508
Jennifer.House@ncagr.gov

Mandy Tolson, DVM
Southeastern Veterinary Specialist
(252) 813‐0989
M d T l @

AgERT
March, April, May and June 2009
Anniston, AL

Poultry Strike Team Training
March 11, 2009
Raleigh, NC
Joanne.Walshweeks@ncagr.gov

veterinarians and technicians while they
are still in school. This effort is in
collaboration with the NCSU College of
Veterinary Medicine and the three
Veterinary Technician Programs in the
state.

Our hope is that future graduates will all
Mandy.Tolson@ncagr.gov

Sheltering Workshop

REQUIREMENTS FOR VRC 
DEPLOYMENT

• ICS 100, 200, and 700

,
Jennifer.House@ncagr.gov

Large Animal Rescue
April 17‐19, 2009
Greenville, NC
Mandy.Tolson@ncagr.gov

p g
have the basic skills and training to
comfortably respond to animals in
disaster situations. Beginning in the
spring of 2008, all veterinary students will
receive VRC training in their third year of
classes. The technical programs are each
being taught differently. This summer’s
graduating class from Asheville

SART Summit
May 20, 2009
Raleigh, NC

Sheltering Workshop 
May 19, 2009
Williamston, NC
Mandy.Tolson@ncagr.gov

• Biosecurity/PPE Training

• Knowledge of NC Emergency 
Management

• Knowledge of Emergency Support 
Functions

• Attendance at VRC Meetings

graduating class from Asheville‐
Buncombe Technical Community College
were all trained in December of 2008.
The VRC plans to train students at Gaston
Community College and Central Carolina
Community College this spring. Dates for
these events are still pending.

g ,
Jennifer.House@ncagr.gov
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• Signing a Code of ConductCOMPLETE YOUR VRC 
REGISTRATION AT

www.servnc.org2 MAR 09



Fire or rain, CAMETs answer 
the call for help

NC SART 
Summit set 
for May 20th

In June of 2008, a CAMET from Chowan
County and a CAMET from the Regional
State Emergency Management Office in
Kinston were sent to support evacuees
from the Evans Road Wildland Fire in
Hyde County. The CAMET units were set
up at the Swan Quarter and Belhaven fire

for May 20th

The North Carolina State Animal
Response Team (SART) will hold its
annual summit May 20, 2009 in
Raleigh. Discussions will focus on

departments. Animal control officers
from Chowan and Beaufort Counties
staffed these two sites. Fortunately,
most residents who were in harm’s way
took the advice of authorities and
evacuated the area, taking their animals
with them and only a few animals
needed to be housed at the Belhaven

from the county Animal Control Officers.
Craven County set up their CAMET at a
local school which was previously
approved as a co‐location shelter.
Sampson County used their unit at a local
livestock facility. Fortunately, no animals

CAMET modules, the North Carolina
Equine Sheltering Plan, and improving
overall situational awareness for SART
responders. Last year’s event
attracted approximately 50 SART
volunteers. Organizers hope to
increase that number for 2009 by
telecasting the event at various,needed to be housed at the Belhaven

shelter.

Another deployment occurred during the
fall of 2008 during Tropical Storm Hanna.
CAMETS were sent to Craven and
Sampson Counties in preparation for the
storm’s arrival. Both of these counties

livestock facility. Fortunately, no animals
had to be sheltered at either of these
facilities. However this deployment
served as an invaluable exercise to
determine the readiness of the counties
and their local resources including the
soundness of their CART plans. This
exercise will serve as great training for

telecasting the event at various,
though still undecided, locations
across the state.

SART was founded in North Carolina
after Hurricane Floyd, during which
more than 3 million domestic and farm
animals were lost. Many could have
been saved by a coordinatedutilized their local CART (County Animal

Response Team) with assistance
the next hurricane event that affects
either Craven or Sampson County.

been saved by a coordinated
emergency response plan. SART is
based on the principles of the Incident
Command System developed by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), and involves a
coordinated effort of over 30
government and animal organizations.

“Spring forward” during Red Cross Month

For more information about NC SART
or the upcoming summit, visit
http://nc.sartusa.org.

Daylight savings time is here and it’s a
great time to make sure you are disaster
prepared. Along with changing the
batteries in your smoke detector, you
should also update and refresh your

great resources to help you “make a plan,
build a kit, and get involved.” Your kit
should have basic supplies to help you
and your family survive for 3 to 7
days. Include food, water, clothing,

medications also. The ReadyNC website
includes a checklist to help you make sure
you’ve considered everything. If you
already have a kit, consider it time to take
it out and replace all perishable

Spring forward  during Red Cross Month

3MAR  09

disaster preparedness kit. If you don’t
have a kit or aren’t sure if your kit
contains the right supplies, log on to
www.ReadyNC.org. This website has

important documents, medications, first
aid supplies, personal hygiene items, and
cash. Don’t forget about your pets ‐ they
need food, water and necessary

items. After you’ve prepared your family
for disaster survival, build or update your
“GO” kit for deployments. Happy Spring!



VRC SPOTLIGHT:
Meg Pressley, DVM

NCEM, NCDA&CS LOOK TO 
EDUCATE OTHER AGENCIES, 

PARTNERS
My family and I own and operate Allen Family
Farm where we produce commercial beef andPARTNERS
hay. Our farm has been in our family since
1793. The NCDA has recognized us as “River
Friendly Farmers” and we continue to
demonstrate a commitment to sustainable
agriculture.

I graduated from
NCSU College of

In January 2009, new CAMETs
(Companion Animal Mobile Equipment
Trailers) were assigned to several
counties in North Carolina. They are

PLANS FOR MORE CAMET TRAININGS THIS YEAR

Veterinary Medicine
in 1985 and entered
into a mixed animal
practice. Helping to
ensure the availability of an easily accessible,
affordable, safe food source for my family and
community is an important part of my life at
work and at home

y
strategically placed across the state so
they can be easily accessed in an
emergency. These new units will
expand the response capabilities of all
North Carolina counties.

Due to the placement of these new
assets, we are working hard to

A CAMET on display at a recent 
training.

work and at home.

When the NCVRC notified veterinarians of their
intent to train individuals with livestock
interests in emergency preparedness and
response, I registered for the first seminar in
August 2005. I have only missed one training
session since. After completing ICS 100, 200,
300 700 d 800 I j i d th NCVRC L t

assets, we are working hard to
organize additional training
opportunities with the CAMETs. Our
goal is to make this year’s trainings
more comprehensive so that once a
person is trained they will have the
knowledge to train others on how to
use the CAMETs. The trainings will be

300, 700, and 800, I joined the NCVRC. Last
year, I learned about responding to events
involving weapons of mass destruction in the
basic agricultural emergency response course
(AgERT) at the Center for Domestic
Preparedness (CDP) in Anniston, AL. Mass
euthanasia, carcass disposal and a familiarity
with sheep bombs are skills most employers

divided into different modules that will
cover all aspects of the CAMETs. The
modules will teach participants
everything from moving the trailer to
using the equipment in them. This will
enhance the trainees’ abilities so that
these great assets can be used more
efficiently in the event of an

EP staff members field questions 
regarding the CAMET.

p p y
don’t expect to see listed on application forms!

NCVRC and CDP classes have shown me how to
use my professional training to make a positive
contribution in an emergency event. I am a
member of Madison County’s CART and our
region’s Medical Response Corps. I serve on
both Madison County’s Board of Health and

efficiently in the event of an
emergency.

We are also hoping that these trainings
will include other agencies so that
everyone who has access to the
CAMETs will have the opportunity to
be fully trained to use the equipment.
It will give response partners the both Madison County s Board of Health and

Animal Control Board. During training exercises
with these groups, I recognize that NCVRC, CDP
and ICS training enhances my interactions with
other emergency responders, enabling us to
communicate and interact more effectively. I
am on board and ready to roll. I highly
recommend these trainings to all veterinarians.

It will give response partners the
chance to meet and talk before an
actual animal emergency. This will
increase everyone’s comfort level so
that the transition will be smooth
when the CAMETs are put into action.

Collapsible kennels and other 
equipment  are safely stored in 
each trailer.

To see recent news and updates, please visit the
VRC website at www.ncvrc.org. If you have
questions about the VRC or would like to offer
suggestions or articles for future newsletters,
please contact Jennifer at
jennifer.house@ncagr.gov.

OUR MISSION To train and prepare professionals in the animal care
community to respond to disaster events (all hazard) that affect both
production and companion animals. Our members will serve as a resource
for our state and the nation.

ABOUT VRC
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