
   

   

 

 

 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

 Prepare, Contain, Protect 

 By Dr. Mandy Tolson, NCDA&CS 

 

 
Many states have seen devastating losses since December 2014 due to the 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) virus.  As fall approaches we are 
concerned about the possibility of HPAI arriving in North Caroli-
na. Hopefully we will not experience this disease in our state, but 
NCDA&CS Emergency Programs has worked closely with all of our partners 
to be prepared to contain this virus if it does arrive in our state. This strain of 
HPAI has not been shown to affect humans but its effects on poultry, espe-
cially domestic turkeys and chickens, is severe and swift.  

We are striving to protect our industry and backyard flocks through educa-
tion, biosecurity and vigilance.  Our state veterinarian, Dr. Meckes, has asked 
all backyard poultry owners to register their flocks. This registration process 

is quick and easy and for their pro-
tection. Anyone with domestic 
poultry is asked to register so 
NCDA&CS can keep owners up-
dated on HPAI-related information 
and prepare them now and if we 
were to see this deadly virus in 
North Carolina. Please see our 
website:  www.ncagr.gov/avianflu, 
for additional information. This site 
also directs backyard flock owners 
to a link to register their own 
birds. Please help spread the word 
to anyone who may have concerns 
or questions.   
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We have heard that question from a number of small-flock owners who are concerned about my emergency 
order to register all poultry flocks in North Carolina. North Carolina is trying to prepare for what has already 
affected more than 20 states and cost the lives of nearly 50 million birds since last December: highly patho-
genic avian influenza, or HPAI. 

This disease has affected both commercial and backyard flocks and has been devastating for those bird own-
ers. Flocks affected by this disease show few signs of illness until they are within 24 hours of death, and no 
treatment can save them. I have asked each of you to register your flock so that we may work together to pre-
serve those birds by preventing exposure to infection. 

The greatest risk to flocks begins with the fall movement of migratory waterfowl south from their breeding 
grounds in Canada. HPAI can be carried by seemingly healthy wild migratory waterfowl, putting flocks kept 
outside or in contact with waterfowl at highest risk. 

Registering your flock will allow us to open two-way communication concerning this terrible disease.  We 
will be able to contact registered flock owners with information about how to prevent infection of your flock, 
and to keep you updated as the fall migration season approaches. Our flock data are kept confidential by law. 

Active participants in the National Poultry Improvement Plan do not need to register; however, you may up-
date any contact information that has changed so that we can keep you informed. Email addresses will be es-
pecially useful for communication, but we will keep our website updated and issue news releases as we learn 
more about movement of the disease. 

Our state is facing exposure to the worst animal disease event in U.S. history this fall. The response in other 
states has already cost U.S. taxpayers more than a half-billion dollars. In ad-
dition, this disease has led to numerous job losses that hurt farm families and 
their communities. Please join with me in this small step toward protecting 
North Carolina's poultry farms of all sizes from this devastating disease. 

Thank you, 

Doug Meckes, DVM 
State Veterinarian 

Mandy Tolson, DVM 

Southeastern Region Emergency  

Programs Veterinarian 

(252) 813-0989 

Mandy.Tolson@ncagr.gov 
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VRC MISSION:  Train and prepare professionals in the animal care community to respond to disaster 
events (all hazards) that affect both production and companion animals. Our members will serve as a 
resource for our state and the nation. 

 

 

NOTES:  To see recent news and updates, please visit the VRC website at www.ncvrc.org. If you have 
questions about the VRC or would like to offer suggestions or articles for future newsletters, contact Mandy at 
mandy.tolson@ncagr.gov.  
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**These recommendations are subject to change.  Please check http://www.uspoultry.org/animal_husbandry/

intro.cfm and www.ncagr.gov/avianflu for updates.  The first link also includes a informative checklist for self 

assessment for biosecurity enhancement. 

http://www.uspoultry.org/animal_husbandry/intro.cfm
http://www.uspoultry.org/animal_husbandry/intro.cfm
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