Peter Thornton Bio

Peter Thornton is the Assistant Director for International Marketing for the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (NCDA&CS).  Previously, Peter was the Vice President of International Marketing for the American Peanut Council in Alexandria Virginia. Before that, he worked in various positions in the Asia Division of the American Soybean Association in St. Louis Missouri. Peter and his family moved to North Carolina to join up with the rest of his family who are long time North Carolinians.  

Peter received his bachelors in Economics from American University and his Masters in International Relations from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). Peter and his wife, Kim McCombs-Thornton, have three children, Matthew, Andrew and Tad. His home is in Cary, North Carolina.  

The NCDA&CS International Marketing department is charged with developing export markets for North Carolina agriculture related products. It has seen tremendous success in the past bringing international buyers together with North Carolina suppliers of agricultural products.  The International Marketing staff has worked closely with several producer associations to develop new demand for North Carolina products in international markets. They have successfully introduced products unique to North Carolina to new audiences.  Peter continues to capitalize on those successes in the international markets, by utilizing the agriculture related expertise found in the Department of Agriculture and across the state of North Carolina, to develop and implement targeted strategically based market plans to further expand opportunities for North Carolina companies overseas. 

