
North Carolina Export Markets
In 2008, North Carolina exported agriculture products to 154 different 

countries.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



Agriculture Exports by State
North Carolina in 2008 was the 9th largest agriculture export state.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



NC Agriculture Exports by 
Commodity

Since the buyout, tobacco is rebounding. cotton, meat and wood are coming on strong.

24 Tobacco 12 Oil Seeds
52 Cotton 21 Prepared Foods
2 Meat 23 Animal Feed
47 Wood Pulp 5 Offal, Hyde, etc
44 Wood 7 Vegetables

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



NC Agriculture Exports by 
Commodity

Tobacco dominates, followed by cotton, meat, wood and sweet potatoes.

24 Tobacco 12 Oil Seeds
52 Cotton 21 Prepared Foods
2 Meat 23 Animal Feed
47 Wood Pulp 5 Offal, Hyde, etc
44 Wood 7 Vegetables

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



NC Agriculture Export Trend
Japan leads.  China and Latin American are growing.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



Primary Export Markets
Japan remains North Carolina’s largest export market, but pork and 

tobacco exports to China and cotton to Central America are growing.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



China and Meat
As economies rise out of poverty, populations demand food, in particular, meat. 

(NC meat exports to all countries rose 59% in 2008)

China has a strong demand for pork offal, chicken feet, leg quarters and 
other parts that are not in demand domestically.  Chicken feet in China sell 

for approximately what breast meat sells for in the U.S.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



China and Tobacco
There are more smokers in China than people in the US. 

As their income increases, they will demand higher quality North Carolina Tobacco.

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



NC Sweet Potato Exports
Exports now account for between 10% and 20% of production

Source: Wiser Trade Data Base
Based on HS Codes 01-53



According to USDA

• Agricultural exports help boost farm prices and 
income, while supporting about 24,200 jobs
both on the farm and off the farm in food 
processing, storage, and transportation.

• Exports are important to North Carolina's 
agricultural and statewide economy. Measured 
as exports divided by farm cash receipts, the 
State's reliance on agricultural exports was 
26 percent in 2006. 



Services offered by NCDA&CS 
International Marketing

Putting Exporters together with North Carolina’s wealth of Export Resources
www.ncagexports.com



Want to Talk?

Peter Thornton
Assistant Director, International Marketing

North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Marketing Division

1020 Mail Service Center, Room 411A
Raleigh, NC 27699-1020

Office (919)733-7912 ext. 248
Cell (919)218-5713
Fax (919)715-0083
Skype: NCDA.IM

www.ncagexports.com

Physical Address:
2 West Edenton Street, Room 411A

Raleigh, NC 27601


