
Mosquito Fish: What’s all the Hype?

Recently the public has developed an increased desire for and awareness of mosquito fish
(Gambusia affinis).  This increased awareness stems from the fear of West Nile Virus, which
was first detected in the United States in 1999.  Over the last year, national supplies of mos-
quito fish have been depleted due to citizens and municipalities buying and releasing mos-
quito fish into local waters, often without consulting state fisheries agencies.  This can lead to
other problems in the future for native species .

The public has not realized almost all small fish will eat mosquito larvae.  Also, most mosqui-
toes are hatched in puddles or standing water, not the ponds and creeks people release
mosquito fish into.

In North Carolina, the North Carolina Wildlife Commission should be consulted before releas-
ing mosquito fish, or any other fish, into the wild.

In order to help control mosquitoes in your area, you should:

Remove and properly dispose of discarded manmade containers from
back yards.

Fill tree holes.

Keep weeds and tall grass mowed.

Pass mosquito control tips to your neighbors
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