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North Carolina Crawfish Farms, by County, 2000

Mountain

Piedmont
Coastal Plain
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Crawfish farmers
simulate the natural
habitat of crawfish
by constructing
shallow ponds which
are drained, flooded,
and planted with a
forage crop at
appropriate times
during the year.

U.S. Aquaculture and
Crawfish Production
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Production Cycle
~~~
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NC crawfish are
harvested between
April and June.

North Carolina Crawfish
Production Cycle
Established Pond
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Most NC farms use
surface water or
shallow ground-
water. Recom-
mended pumping
capacity is about 15
gallons per minute
per water acre.
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Crawfish farms can
be built on partially
cleared land and on
high-clay soils
unsuitable for
other crops.

Crawfish feed on
forage crops such as
sorghum-sudan.
Some farmers also
supplement planted
forage with
soybeans.
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Most crawfish
mortality is related
to low levels of
dissolved oxygen.
Farmers maintain a
high oxygen content
by circulating and
aerating pond water.

Crawfish are
harvested using
traps baited with
fish, soybean cake, or
commercially
manufactured
crawfish baits.
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Outputs
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Harvest varies widely
from day to day, and
producers can
expect to trap from
15 to 90 pounds per
acre per week during
the season.
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Harvest Bait
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Economics
~~~
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Crawfish Budgets
assume that the
farmer borrows
one-half of the total
initial investment.

Crawfish Production Summary Budget, Years 1-2 *
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Initial Investment
(Including owned land & equipment)
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Operating Costs and Returns
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From the first
harvest, March to
June of the second
year, the 10-acre
farm earns $6,945
in profit to the farmer’s
labor, land, and
capital.
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Other Topics
~~~
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Farmers spend about
2 hours per acre, per
week harvesting
crawfish during the
16 week season, plus
added time for
marketing and
delivery.
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Crawfish farmers can
also earn extra
income by leasing
their ponds to
hunting clubs in the
fall and winter.

Virtually all NC
crawfish are sold live
at pond bank to the
public, or to local
retailers or restaurants.
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Crawfish Budgets
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Addition to existing farm
Land is owned and some

equipment shared
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Addition to existing farm
Land is owned and some

equipment shared

CRAWFISH BUDGETS
OPERATING COSTS
YEAR 1, APRIL-DECEMBER
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Addition to existing farm
Land is owned and some

equipment shared

CRAWFISH BUDGETS
OPERATING COSTS YEAR 2,
AND THEREAFTER
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