


Western North Carolina
Associated Communities



Mac McGough’s Motivational Points 

• “There’s no limit to what a community can 
do when it wants to”

• “It is amazing what can be accomplished 
when you don’t care who gets the credit”



Charged with the responsibility of creating:
WNC REGIONAL LIVESTOCK CENTER LLC

A viable, long-term livestock market for WNC 

Increase revenue for Family Farmers and 
Producers

Boost WNC Economy and Create Jobs



STAKEHOLDERS

o Family Farmers and Livestock Producers
o Funders
o WNC Livestock Development Commission
o WNC Beef Cattle Commission
o NC Department of Agriculture
o NC Cooperative Extension
o USDA Farm Service Agency
o Haywood County Economic Development Commission
o Town of Canton
o Southwestern Commission (7 counties)
o Land-of-Sky Regional Council (4 counties) 
o Members of the Western Delegation
o Governor Perdue
o Congressman Shuler 
o Senator’s Burr and Hagan 





WNC RLC LOCATION

Haywood County
474 Stock Drive

Canton, NC

Interstate 40 at Exit 33 – Newfound Road 

~ 60 of ~ 120 Acre Tract
Owned by International Paper

• Leased to WNC Regional Livestock Center, LLC
• Facility leased to Southeast Livestock Exchange (SELE)





























BEHAVIORAL PRINCIPLES OF LIVESTOCK HANDLING

Professional Animal Scientist, December 1989, Pages 1-11
published by: American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists 

TEMPLE GRANDIN
Livestock Handling Systems. Inc,

Animal Science Department
Colorado State University

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523



EXAMPLE OF PENS



EXAMPLE OF CHUTE 





• N C State Beef Quality Assurance (BQA)  
– BQA  protocol

– Nutritional standards

– Historical tracking – Record keeping 

• Significant value added
– 275 local head ‐ $87.00  vs. average of 8 
markets – same product/day

Markets are built on RELATIONSHIPS



Charity begins at home!  

Local food sources

Local food markets

Local Markets Expect Quality

Markets are built on RELATIONSHIPS

Farm to School Program – Needs?



• YOU ARE INVITED!!
– A reception in your honor in the foyer following 
your meeting

– Local foods provided by farmers and merchants

– Prepared especially to tempt your taste buds

• ENJOY !!




