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Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

What regulations pertain to Shell Eggs in
North Carolina?

— The North Carolina Egg Law

— FDA 21 CFR 115 (Retail Handling of Eggs)

— FDA 21 DFR 118 (Greater that 3000 layers)

— FDA 9 CFR 590 Inspection of Eggs and Egg Products
— USDA Egg Products Inspection Act

— The United States Standards, Grades, and Weight
Classes for Shell Eggs, adopted by the Agricultural
Marketing Service of the United States Department of
Agriculture as AMS-56



Article 25A.

North Carolina Egg Law.
Does the NC Egg Law require eggs to be graded?

Answer: Yes

§ 106-245.15. Designation of grade and class on containers required; conformity
with designation; exemption.

— No person shall market to consumers, institutional
consumers or retailers unless there is clearly designated on
the container the grade and size or weight class
established in accordance with the provisions of this
Article and such eggs shall conform to the designated
grade and size or weight class



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Is there an exemption for small producers?
Answer: Yes

§ 106-245.15. Designation of grade and class on containers required;
conformity with designation; exemption.

— A producer marketing eggs of his own production shall be

exempt from this section when such marketing occurs on
the premises where the eggs are produced, processed, or

— When ungraded sales do not exceed 30 dozen per week



SUBCHAPTER 43H - MARKETING OF SHELL EGGS
SECTION .0100 - DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS

Is candling required by law?
Answer: No

— Inedible or loss eggs shall not be sold or offered for
sale for human consumption in North Carolina.

— "Loss Eggs" means eggs that are inedible, cooked,
frozen, contaminated or containing bloody whites,
blood spots, meat spots, or other foreign material.

— In all cases, the final determination as to eggs meeting
grade requirements shall be made by candling.



SUBCHAPTER 43H - MARKETING OF SHELL EGGS
SECTION .0100 - DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS

What is "Size or weight class”?

— Size and weight class means a classification of eggs based on
weight at the rate per dozen.

U.S. Weight Classes for Consumer Grades for Shell Eggs

Size or weight class Minimum net weight per
dozen (ounces)
Jumbo 30
Extra large 27
Large 24
Medium 21
Small 18

Peewee 15



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Do egg cartons have to be labeled?
Answer: Yes

§ 106-245.18. Container labeling.

Any container or sub-container in which eggs are
marketed shall bear on the outside portion of the
container, but not be limited to, the following:

— The applicable size or weight class provided for in
this Article.

— The word "eggs.”
— The numerical count of the contents.
— The name and address of the packer or distributor.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Do egg cartons have to be labeled?

Answer: Yes

§ 106-245.18. Container labeling. (cont.)

—Words and numerals used to designate the grade and size
shall be in clearly legible bold-faced type at least three
eighths inch in height.

—Any person intending to reuse a container shall obscure
any inappropriate labeling there on and re-label the
container in accordance with this section prior to refilling
the container with eggs.

—The address of the packer or distributor shall be shown in
letters not exceeding three eighths inch in height.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Is there any paperwork required when | sell
eggs?

Answer: Yes
106-245.19. Invoices.

— Any person, except a producer marketing eggs to another
person for candling and grading, when marketing eggs to a
retailer, institutional consumer, or other person shall furnish
to the purchaser at the time of delivery an invoice showing
date of sale, name and address of the seller, name of
purchaser, quantity, grade and size weight classification.

— A copy of such invoice shall be kept on file by both the
person selling and the purchaser at their respective places of
business for a period of at least 30 days.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Are there special advertising requirements?
Answer: Yes

§ 106-245.20. Advertisements.

— No person shall advertise eggs for sale at a given price
unless the unabbreviated grade or quality and size
weight are conspicuously designated in block letters at
least half as high as the tallest letter in the word
"eggs" or the tallest figure in the price, whichever is
larger.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Are there any special requirements for holding
eggs prior to and during selling?

Answer: Yes

Sanitation.

— Any person engaged in the marketing of or the processing
of eggs for marketing shall, in addition to maintaining egg
handling facilities in a manner commensurate with laws
governing food establishments, keep the eggs in a proper
environment, in accordance with regulations promulgated
by the North Carolina Board of Agriculture, to maintain
quality.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Are there any special requirements for holding
egg prior to and during selling?

Answer: Yes

Sanitation.

— Eggs shall be deemed to be held in a proper environment
when gathered promptly, and placed in a refrigerated
cooling room with an ambient temperature of 60 degrees
F. or lower, until graded and packed. After grading and
packing, eggs shall be held or transported at a refrigerated
ambient temperature of 45 degrees F. or less without
freezing, until sold to the consumer or used in food
preparation.



Article 25A.
North Carolina Egg Law.

Are there any special requirements for holding
eggs prior to and during selling?

Answer: Yes

Sanitation.

— Any container, including the packaging material
therein, when used for the marketing of eggs shall be
clean, unbroken and free from foreign odor. In all
instances eggs shall, so far as possible and by use of all

reasonable means, be protected from being soiled or
dirtied by foreign matter.



SUBCHAPTER 43H - MARKETING OF SHELL EGGS
SECTION .0100 - DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS

Are there other special marketing
requirements?

Answer: Yes

— In addition to all other applicable labeling
requirements, eggs marketed and labeled as
organically produced must be certified by a State or
Federal agency or an accrediting organization
recognized by a State or Federal agency and
identified on primary container.



SUBCHAPTER 43H - MARKETING OF SHELL EGGS
SECTION .0100 - DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS

Are there other special marketing
requirements? (Cont.)

Answer: Yes

— Eggs labeled and marketed as free range eggs must be
identified and otherwise handled to maintain their identity
through processing and packaging. Satisfactory evidence
that the eggs are from production locations with cage-free
birds or that have reasonable access to an outdoors range
must be furnished by any person marketing these eggs to a
retailer, institutional consumer or other person and shall be
kept on file by both the person selling and the purchaser at
their respective places of business for a period of at least 30
days.



