
Carolina Meat ConferenceCarolina Meat Conference

• Cabarrus County Event Center March 25-27, y 5 7,
2011

• Ground breaking: Bringing together for the first • Ground breaking: Bringing together for the first 
time, every sector of the local meat supply chain. To 
our knowledge, there is no other conference or event 
that has attempted to do thisthat has attempted to do this.

• National play. Pre conference publicity reached a p y p y
national audience generating >18,000 website hits 
in March, increasing the NC Choices listserve by 
200% and our Facebook page by 75%.p g y



Carolina Meat ConferenceCarolina Meat Conference

• Diverse audience. Young and alternative farmers to   older and Diverse audience. Young and alternative farmers to   older and 
multi-generational, conventional farmers.

• >300 participants from 13 states and the D.C.
– Meat Producers / Farmers
– Commercial Meat Processors
– State and Federal regulatory authorities 
– Meat retailers, wholesalers, and aggregators  from branded 

product lines to grocersproduct lines to grocers
– University personnel from 4 states Extension, Faculty, and 

Research
– Support industry including farm equipment dealers , ag lenders, pp y g q p g

and butcher supply companies.
– Chefs and Food-service professionals from every industry sector-

-food-carts to delis to fine dining resorts.
• Bar chatter  You know it’s good when the audience talks until late • Bar chatter. You know it s good when the audience talks until late 

into the night.



Carolina Meat ConferenceCarolina Meat Conference

• Diverse conference sponsors
– broad spectrum of agriculture and food interests
– County government
– Retailers such as Weaver Street MarketRetailers such as Weaver Street Market
– A traveling private chef
– NC Farm Bureau

NC Department of Agriculture      & Consumer – NC Department of Agriculture      & Consumer 
Services

– Small meat processor
NC C ttl ’  A i ti– NC Cattlemen’s Association

– Carolina Farm Stewardship Association
• Future dates tba


