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Quantifying Local Foods

o HUD funded work

Centralina, Piedmont Triad
o Military Bases

Fort Bragg, Camp Lejeune
O Statewide efforts
Multiplier effect/SARE, Community Transformation Grants/CDC

0 Regional Efforts
ASAP, Feast Southeast, Heifer International

o County Efforts
Cabarrus County, Forsyth Futures

O Resources/Service Providers
Smithson Mills Inc., ECU, Cedar Grove Institute
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November 28, 2011

For immediate release

Region to Plan for Jobs and Growth with $4.9 Million Sustainable Communities Grant

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) officials said the award of a $4.9
million federal HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning grant will accelerate work
underway that links strategic planning for growing the economy and jobs with a comprehensive
plan for sustainable regional growth.

"This grant enables us to marshal needed resources and aggressively move ahead in an effort
that "hardwires" business growth strategies into a plan for regional growth," CCOG Chairperson
and City of Albemarle Council member Martha Sue Hall said.

The Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) was awarded a $4.9 million grant on November
21 to support a broad bi-state regional planning effort to grow the economy and jobs, control
cost of government and improve quality of life. By leveraging nearly $5 million of federal HUD
Sustainability grant funds with more than $3 million private and public sector resources, CCOG
and its regional partners are beginning an ongoing cooperative regional process extending past
the life of the grant.

The Charlotte region’s aggressive strategic approach helped it capture the third largest grant
nationally and the largest for North Carolina. The grant was one of 28 awarded nationwide as
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Bladen -9 121171122
Cumberland 88,353 /21
Harnett 11,770/ 29
Hoke 60,219/ 24
Lee . 36,210/22
Montgomery . 42523713
Moore . 80,075/18
Richmond 40,904 /13
Rabesen 268,026 / 44
Sampson 321,454 /53
Scotland g 65,780/ 32

Red indicates a neggtive percent change from 2002 to 2007,
greenindicates a pasitive percert change fram 2002 to 2007.
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Ft. Bragg Findings

O

Lack infrastructure to link small/medium farms to
institutional customers

Food safety certification process

Specifications and vendor requirements from major
distributors

LLack of awareness among individual and
Institutional customers

Limited funding for local food enhancement projects
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Program Objectives

O To improve access to military markets for the
agricultural producers in the eastern North
Carolina.

O To concelve, develop and initiate projects which
can be sustained and adapted to other military
Installations.

O To support the development of alternative
Income opportunities for the land owners In
eastern North Carolina as a hedge against loss of
these lands.
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NC Division of Public Health

Community Nutrition Environment Assessment

Seek to standardize information across communities using common
Indicators. Cooperation w/CEFS

Community Transformation Grants/CDC

Convenience Stores: One of only 2 states tackling

Establish Healthy Food System team. Conduct community
assessments and resident surveys to identify priority areas for
convenience store work; Assess convenience store needs and

readiness to make changes

Farmers Markets

Will assess farmers markets locations and transportation
options/access to them. Recommendations to make access easier.
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Drew Marticorena, CEFS graduate

student: Multiplier effect

o Current regional economic analyses don’t
account for the comparative advantage of
different regions

0 We will study the types of value chains that
currently exist in NC to improve the available
data

0o We will study the effects on the NC economy
of different changes to agriculture regionally
This study will provide a conservative

estimate of the value of Local Foods
and other goods to NC
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ASAP Assessments

A local food (market) assessment increases understanding
of the current food system in a community—what food
and farm products are currently produced in the region,
how much of what is produced is also consumed in the
region—and enables decision makers to choose the most
appropriate and viable strategies to expand the
availability of local food in the area.

«» Recent Completed Assessments
Chattanooga, TN
Clay County, NC
Johnson County, TN
Mount Pleasant, SC
Watauga County, NC
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Capturing a Greater Proportion of the Food
Dollar in WNC

o According to ASAP research, “total current
local potential spending” (fresh fruits and
vegetables and artisan meat and cheese)
would account for 9% of total food spending

by residents of WNC ($238 million/$2.6
billion)
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Sowing the Seeds:
The Promise of Local Food Systems in
Southeast Central North Carolina
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High school graduation rates are an indicator of the condition of the school
environment and quality of school programs. Graduation rates can also reflect
a community’s support for and value of the educational process. Having a
high school degree can lead to higher lifetime eamnings, which is related to
better health and quality of life. A community with a higher graduation rate is
also an indicator of the strength of its workforce. Learn More
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Balancing Profitability with Social and Environmental Responsibility

Welcome to the Center for Sustainable Tourism

The Center iz dedicated to promoting =usztainable tourizm
throughout our region, North Carolina, and the nation through
innovation in graduate education, leadership development,
community conzuftation, and collaberative research. Devoted to
implementing sustainakble practices in business operations, public
policiez, and personal travel behaviors, the Center offers =olutions
to challenges facing the tourism industry and destination
communities as they balance economic viabilty with socio-cultural
and envirenmental enhancement and equity.

News and Upcoming Events

Register here for our next FREE
Renewable Energy in Tourism
VWebinar: "Getting There Greener,
Alternative Fuel Vehicles and
Tourism™ on Tuesday, April 24th
from 10am-11am.

Consider joining the

Globkal Sustainable Tourism Council
and the

Global Partnership for Sustainable
Tourism

Recent Report on the Activities of
the Center
Report k
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Cedar Grove Institute

Data Is the Foundation

0 Local Food System Data has to be created and
maintained

0 Local Food System Data Should be publicly
accessible

0 Local Food Systems Data can strengthen the
business and political support to expand
efforts



For more information:

0 North Carolina Local Sustainable Food Advisory
Council Website

o http://www.ncagr.gov/localfood/subcommittees.ntm



