
Local Foods AssessmentsLocal Foods Assessments
R t f A il 10 2012 tiReport from April 10, 2012 meeting 
Forsyth County Cooperative Extension
Winston Salem, NC

Subcommittee on Economic Development & Infrastructure



Quantifying Local Foods
 HUD f nded ork HUD funded work

 Centralina, Piedmont Triad 
 Military Bases

 Fort Bragg, Camp Lejeune
 Statewide efforts

 Multiplier effect/SARE, Community Transformation Grants/CDC p , y
 Regional Efforts

 ASAP, Feast Southeast, Heifer International
 County Efforts County Efforts

 Cabarrus County, Forsyth Futures
 Resources/Service Providers

 Smithson Mills Inc., ECU, Cedar Grove InstituteSmithson Mills Inc., ECU, Cedar Grove Institute



Piedmont Triad Region
 Work Groups with 

ag/food interest
H lth C iti Healthy Communities

 Development Pattern
 Green Infrastructure Green Infrastructure
 Climate/Energy
 Economic Workforce 

Development



Healthy Communities Work GroupHealthy Communities Work Group
Food System Assessment



 Centralina Council of Government



Ft. Bragg 

Red indicates a negative percent change from 2002 to 2007; 
green indicates a positive percent change from 2002 to 2007. 



Ft. Bragg Findings
L k i f li k ll/ di f Lack infrastructure to link small/medium farms to 
institutional customers

 Food safety certification process Food safety certification process
 Specifications and vendor requirements from major 

distributors
 Lack of awareness among individual and 

institutional customers
 Limited funding for local food enhancement projects



Food & Fuel for the Forces8



Program ObjectivesProgram Objectives

 To improve access to military markets for the 
agricultural producers in the eastern North g p
Carolina.

 To conceive, develop and initiate projects which 
can be sustained and adapted to other military 
Installations.
T t th d l t f lt ti To support the development of alternative 
income opportunities for the land owners in 
eastern North Carolina as a hedge against loss ofeastern North Carolina as a hedge against loss of 
these lands.



NC Division of Public HealthNC Division of Public Health
Community Nutrition Environment Assessment

Seek to standardize information across communities using common g
indicators. Cooperation w/CEFS

Community Transformation Grants/CDC
Convenience Stores: One of only 2 states tacklingConvenience Stores: One of only 2 states tackling 
 Establish Healthy Food System team. Conduct community 

assessments and resident surveys to identify priority areas for 
i k A i d dconvenience store work; Assess convenience store needs and 

readiness to make changes

Farmers Markets 
 Will assess farmers markets locations and transportation 

options/access to them. Recommendations to make access easier.



Drew Marticorena, CEFS graduateDrew Marticorena, CEFS graduateDrew Marticorena, CEFS graduate Drew Marticorena, CEFS graduate 
student: Multiplier effectstudent: Multiplier effect
 Current regional economic analyses don’t 

account for the comparative advantage of 
diff idifferent regions

 We will study the types of value chains that 
currently exist in NC to improve the availablecurrently exist in NC to improve the available 
data

 We will study the effects on the NC economy y y
of different changes to agriculture regionally
This study will provide a conservative 

estimate of the value of Local Foods 
and other goods to NC



ASAP AASAP Assessments

 A local food (market) assessment increases understanding 
of the current food system in a community—what food 
and farm products are currently produced in the region, 
h h f h i d d i l d i hhow much of what is produced is also consumed in the 
region—and enables decision makers to choose the most 
appropriate and viable strategies to expand the 
availability of local food in the areaavailability of local food in the area.

 Recent Completed Assessments
 Chattanooga, TN
 Clay County, NC
 Johnson County, TN
 Mount Pleasant, SC Mount Pleasant, SC
 Watauga County, NC

Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture 
Project



Capturing a Greater Proportion of the FoodCapturing a Greater Proportion of the Food 
Dollar in WNC

 According to ASAP research, “total current 
local potential spending” (fresh fruits and 
vegetables and artisan meat and cheese) 
would account for 9% of total food spending 
by residents of WNC ($238 million/$2.6 
billion)

Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture 
Project









Smithson Mills Inc.

Pilot Mountain PridePilot Mountain Pride



Foothills Pilot Plant





Cedar Grove Institute
Data is the Foundation

 Local Food System Data has to be created and 
maintainedmaintained

 Local Food System Data Should be publicly 
iblaccessible

 Local Food Systems Data can strengthen the 
business and political support to expand 
efforts



For more information:

 North Carolina Local Sustainable Food Advisory 
Council Website

 http://www.ncagr.gov/localfood/subcommittees.htm


