
FDA to issue proposed rule

The Food and Drug Administration 
has announced that by the end of 
2010, the Agency will issue a 
proposed rule to establish safety 
standards for the production and 
packing of fresh produce.



Background

HR 2749 passed US House summer 2009
S 510 expected to move soon in US Senate

FDA/USDA cooperation

Core of what is coming for on-farm produce safety
• Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs)
• On-farm Food Safety Plan
• Record Keeping

Guided discussion of areas/issues related to GAPs
Water■Irrigation system(s) ■Livestock■Wildlife■Culture methods 
(plastic?)■Worker hygiene/sanitation■Harvest: Containers■Post
harvest: Washing■On-farm Processing■Do you sell out of State? 
■Handle others’ products? ■Traceability■How would FDA know the 
rules are working?



Small Farm Listening Sessions NC

17 meetings (42 counties represented), county Farm Bureaus 
provided meals/refreshments.
About 238 growers  (1 to 65 was range)
Who? 2nd/3rd careers■young people ■ some traditional F/V 
small farms ■ Former factory workers ■ former burley tobacco 
growers
Profits in general do not allow additional expense
58%  <10 acres in production
Farmers markets 76%; Roadside stands 43%, Restaurants 
28%, Grocery stores 22%, CSA 21%
1,375 jobs   Most are 1 or 2-person operations (222 jobs for these)
No. 1 concern expressed is added expense for implementing 
GAPs and recordkeeping
Also very concerned that regulations will not be tailored to small 
farms



Livestock

Issues w/neighbors w/livestock
Very important economically
– 1,484 farms statewide w/F/V and livestock

8% of all F/V farmers and ~3% of all NC farmers
In Listening Sessions was ~ 48% of farmer

– For one or two w/in-depth interviews, livestock is about 
50% of the farm income.

– For about 26% of them, livestock is used as part of the 
crop rotation. 

Varying degrees of records kept.
Specific system is highly dependent on farm and 
farmer.



Manure

Raw manure
– Generally spread in the fall or winter, sometimes 

cover crop planted, F/V planted in late spring
Most compost
– Organic rules not regarded highly
– Composting is more for soil health, not 

necessarily fertilizer
– Some compost mortality (mainly poultry)



Wildlife

Even in NC, highly localized
– Type/populations

Mitigations: 2 most successful
– Working dogs

Can we figure out how to allow this? It works
– Concerns w/human pathogen transmission such as 

cryptosporidium. 
– Fences/barrier mitigations

No one fence works all the time.
Opportunities for cost share practices?

Other agencies: “Migratory birds”, National Parks, 
reintroduced species



Water/irrigation

Postharvest water sources: 72% wells /24% county/municipal, 
some treat

Irrigation water sources in NC are geo-determined:
– WNC a lot or streams/rivers; Central wells/surface (streams/ponds) ; ENC 

wells/ponds
– Existing rules (DWR, DWQ, others)
– Need to be able to use ALL sources safely, a few treat, chlorine/hydrogen 

peroxide 
Many growers use drip irrigation, many use plasticulture or other 
mulch type systems
More questions regarding water than answers, lots of 
questions about water testing



Concerns about when a farm becomes 
a food handling facility

New types of businesses to foster
– Home delivery
– Mini mobile farm stands (old school buses)
– Cooperatives
– CSA non-profits
– “Virtual Cooperative”

Common post-harvest handling: Mixing different 
types of greens in Ziplocs
NC Home Inspected Kitchen Program: Vitally 
important. We want to keep these guys in the open.


