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Minutes
February 16, 2016
N.C. Board of Agriculture

The February 16, 2016 Board of Agriculture meeting was held in Raleigh, NC at the
Martin Building on the N.C. State Fairgrounds. Commissioner of Agriculture, Steve Troxler,
called the meeting to order at 2:12 p.m. and read the Ethics Reminder. Zane Hedgecock then
opened the meeting with prayer. Roll call by Chrissy Waggett established that there was a
quorum. The following Board members participated in person: Commissioner Steve Troxler,
Maurice Berry and Bob Sutter. The following members participated by phone: Casey
Armstrong, Kirk Mathis, Billy Carter, Billy Johnston, and Jeff Turner.
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The first official item on the agenda was approval of the minutes from the November 3,
2015 meeting. Jeff Turner made the MOTION to approve the minutes. The motion, seconded by
Billy Johnston, carried by unanimous vote.
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Commissioner Troxler called on Kathy Kennel with the North Carolina Agricultural
Foundation, Inc. who was there representing Keith Oakley to present the Nickels For Know-How
Petition requesting approval to conduct a referendum for agricultural research. Specifically, the
governing boards of the North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation, the North Carolina State
Grange and the North Carolina Agricultural Foundation, Inc. asked for authorization to hold and
conduct a referendum on the question of whether growers and producers shall levy upon
themselves an assessment of fifteen centers ($0.15) per ton of commercial feed and fertilizer to
provide funds through the North Carolina Agricultural Foundation, Inc. for agricultural research
and dissemination of research facts. The petition further indicated that the referendum would be
conducted before December 31, 2016 and be for a six (6) year period.

With no questions from the Board, Bob Sutter made the MOTION to approve the petition
to conduct the referendum. The motion, seconded by Maurice Berry, carried by unanimous vote.
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Vernon Cox, Plant Industry Division Director, was then called upon to present an
expansion of the Fire Ant Quarantine. The quarantine will now include Halifax, Graham, and
Macon Counties. As required, the press release for this quarantine was published in December
with an effective date of January 1, 2016. The Board must now approve the changes.

After some questions, it was explained that the expansion was a result of a federal
quarantine. Without the State acting, USDA would place the entire State under the quarantine.
Mr. Cox noted that field surveys are run on an annual basis and that several factors, including



weather, are looked at when determining a quarantine. Survey data is currently being reviewed
and additional counties may be added next year.

There being no further questions, Kirk Mathis made the MOTION, which was seconded
by Billy Johnston, to approve the Imported Fire Ant Quarantine as presented. After no further
discussion, the vote carried unanimously.
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Commissioner Troxler next called on Dr. Sarah Mason with NCDA&CS Veterinary
Division to present the Board with a request to raise fees for Avian Influenza testing. Dr. Mason
explained that the request is for an increase as a cost share from industry to supplement the
federal funds normally used to pay for this testing. They are also asking for an increase in the
Cooperative Agreement with USDA Veterinary Services. The fee for the test will be somewhere
between six and twelve dollars depending on the additional funding from USDA. The increase is
needed to offset costs since funding has remained flat while the industry has grown considerably.

Bob Ford with the NC Poultry Federation was consulted about the increase and was in
attendance to show his support. By invitation of the Commissioner, Mr. Ford expressed his
support for having this cost-share with the industry. He noted that the cost is very reasonable
and the service is a support for the industry.

There was some discussion on the work NCDA&CS did in other states as a result of the
High Path Avian Influenza outbreak and the reimbursement of funds for that work.

Kirk Mathis mad the MOTION to accept the increase in the fee for avian influenza
testing. The motion was seconded by Jeff Turner.

After a question from Kirk Mathis, it was noted that there is currently no High Path
Avian influenza in the United States since Indiana was able to stamp out their most recent
incident fairly quickly.

There being no further questions or comments, the motion carried by unanimous vote.
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Chrissy Waggett, the Department’s Rulemaking Coordinator, then gave a quick update
on the HB 74 Rules Review process. It was explained that the Board will have over 100 rules to
re-adopt at the upcoming fall meetings. These are rules that were classified as “necessary with
substantive public interest” in the finalized rule reports. They will also start the process on
additional rule reports that will go before the Rules Review Commission in June of 2017.

The next item of business was to provide the Board with a budget and legislative
priorities update. Joy Hicks, NCDA&CS’ Legislative Liaison, started by reminding everyone
that the session will begin on April 25", She also reminded everyone about the March primary
and the bond proposal that is on the ballot. The bond package would provide the Department
with funds for a consolidated lab.



Ms. Hicks explained that the Department has been busy with several interim committees
including the Ag and Forestry Awareness Committee and the Capital Oversight Committee.
NCDA&CS’ budget priorities include the need for updated equipment and buildings, staffing
ratios, and other long term issues. These things were communicated to the Governor’s office,
with an emphasis placed on the equipment needs in the North Carolina Forest Service.

The Commissioner gave a brief update on the situation with the Haven Animal Shelter.
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Kent Yelverton, Property and Construction Division Director, was called on to give an
update on the Sky Lift Project at the State Fair. The Department received three proposals from
companies who wanted to construct and maintain the lift. Robert Fulton and Ronnie Turner, out
of Sanford, received the bid. The Council of State approved the project in February and it will
be installed in time for the 2016 State Fair.

The chair lift will be similar to the one in operation at the Mountain State Fair. [t will be
required to operate during the annual State Fair, but will also have the option of operating at
other events throughout the year. There was some discussion on projected ticket pricing,
investment and potential income generated, which are all unknown.

At this time, there was discussion on several different properties including the donut hole
at Dupont State Forest, and the horse stalls in Lumberton.

Commissioner Troxler asked Dewitt Hardee to come forward to discuss the recent
announcement of RCPP funds from USDA for the Sentinel Landscapes Project. The Southern
Sentinel Landscapes Conservation project received $7.5 million. The project includes 20
partners and the states of North Carolina, Georgia, and Mississippi. The project will protect and
restore 17,500 — 21,500 acres of longleaf and other working forest habitats on private lands
important for at-risk species. The goal of the project is to reduce the likelihood that target
species will be listed under the Endangered Species Act and to demonstrate the compatibility of
working land management with at-risk species conservation.

Commissioner Troxler asked if there was any other business to discuss.

Having concluded the business set forth on the agenda, a MOTION was made by Kirk
Mathis to adjourn. The motion, seconded by Bob Sutter, passed unanimously. The meeting
adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Recorded and Prepared by:
Chrissy Waggett



Adopted by the Board this [45n day
of ,ﬂrpm \ ,2016.

Steven W. Troxler

Commissioner of Agriculture
Chairman

Tina Hlabse
Secretary



