
 
 

Procedure for Vehicle Accidents Involving Wildlife or Livestock 
 

November 9, 2007 
 

One of the divisions has asked me to develop procedures on what to do if an employee 
hits a deer, cow, horse, or another large animal on the highway.  I have called the 
Highway Patrol and Wildlife Resources and have put together these guidelines: 
 

Situation 1: Employee hits wild animal, with no or slight (less than $1,000) 
resulting damage to vehicle: 

 
a. Animal dies – if capable, remove animal carcass from blocking 

highway.  If not capable or if the possibility exists for 
employee to be injured during carcass removal, call Highway 
Patrol (1-800-662-7956) to remove carcass. 

 
b. Animal is wounded – call Wildlife Resources (1-800-662-

7137).  They will put the animal out of its misery. 
 

Situation 2: Employee hits a wild animal and the vehicle (whether state owned 
or not) has damage greater than $1,000: 

 
a. Call State Highway Patrol using the nearest available phone to 

report accident.  Call Wildlife Resources if the animal is 
wounded.   

 
 
 Situation 3: Employee hits a cow, horse, or other sizeable farm animal: 
 

a. Whether vehicle is damaged or not, call Highway Patrol using 
the nearest available phone to report accident. 

 
In all situations – employees must report incident to supervisor as soon as possible.  If 
employee is injured, follow established NCDA&CS procedures outlined in NCDA&CS 
policy on Accident Investigation. 
 
State law requires motorists to report all accidents which result in greater than $1,000 
damage of private or public property to the Highway Patrol. 
 
Please ensure all employees who drive their personal or state vehicle on state business are 
informed of these procedures.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 


