	NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES

	POLICY ON

	AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBIRLLATOR (AED)

	

	I.  Policy

	

	It is the policy of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (NCDA&CS) to use an Automated External Defibrillator within the operator’s level of training.  An employee who uses the AED must receive training on both CPR and AED by a certified instructor under the auspices of the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross.

	

	II.  Purpose

	

	The purpose of this policy is to enable certified employees to attempt to save the life of a person who is in or appears to be in cardiac arrest.

	

	III.  Scope of Policy

	

	The AED shall not be used on persons who are:

	

	A.  Under the age of 8

	B.  Under 90 lbs. In weight

	C.  Conscious

	               D.  Lying in or near water

	
	Except for age and weight limitations specified above, the AED shall only be used on persons who are found not to be breathing and have no pulse.
	

	

	IV.  Training

	

	NCDA&CS employees must be CPR and AED certified by the American Red Cross or the American Heart Association before the AED can be used on an employee or general public.  To maintain certified, the employee must be retrained annually in both CPR and AED use.

	

	Each site shall inform all employees to the existence of  the AED and its location so anyone on site could retrieve the unit while the certified employee is assessing the patients’ condition.

	

	V.  Procedure

	

	The following procedure shall be followed if a person is suspected of being in cardiac arrest.

	

	A.  Shake the victim and see if he/she is conscious.  If the person is unconscious,

	B.  Call for emergency medical help (in most areas-911)

	C.  Check for breathing and pulse, if none

	D.  Begin CPR.

	               E.  Apply the AED when it becomes available and follow voice prompts.



	VI.  Maintenance of AED

	A.      All AED locations must be registered with 911 and kept in an accessible area



	B.  
	Once a week, a designated person is responsible for checking the AED and ensuring it is functioning properly

	

	C.
	The battery shall be replaced according to the manufacture’s requirement, but no battery shall be left in the unit for more than 5 years.

	

	D.
	Used electrodes shall be disposed of after use.  New electrodes shall be replaced according to the manufacture’s expiration date.

	

	E.
	A minimum of two packs of adult electrodes shall be kept within the unit.

	                                           VII.   Administration of Policy

	
	

	
	The division director who purchased the AED or his/her designee shall be responsible for compliance with this policy.  The Department Safety Committee/Department Safety Director shall audit all aspects of this policy at least annually and report any deficiencies to the division director.

This policy has been reviewed and approved by the NCDA&CS department physician
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